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The foltowing pages are the corrected edition of a book 
which waa first published in the year 1743. 

That any personal application could have ever been pos- 
sibly drawn from them, will surprise all who are not 
deeply versed in the black art (for so it seems most prop- 
erly to be called), of deciphering men's meaning when 
couched in obscure, ambiguous, or allegorical expressions : 
this art hath been exercised more than once on the author 
of our little book, who hath contracted a considerable degree 
of odium from having had the scurrility of others imputed 
to bim. The truth is, as a very corrupt state of morals is 
here represented, the scene seems very properly to have 
been laid in Newgate ; nor do I see any reason for intro- 
ducing any allegory at all ; unless we will agree that there 
are without those walls, some other bodies of men of worse 
morals than those within; and who have, consequently, a 
right to change places with its present inhabitants. 

To such persons, if any such there be, I would particu- 
larly recommend the perusal of the third chapter of the 
fourth book of the following history, and more particularly 
still the speech of the grave man in pages 155-156 of that 
book. 
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CHAPTER I. 



ShouHng the wholemme imm draum from recording the aehiet 
of those vonderfiU productions of nature called Grkat Men. 

/? As it is necessary that all great and surprising events, 
tithe designs of which are laid, conducted, and brought to 
U perfection by the utmost force of human Invention and 
Ij art, should he produced by great and eminent men, so 
I the lives of such may be justly and properly styled the 
(l^quintessence of history. In these, when delivered to us 
by sensible writers, we are not only most agreeably en- 
tertained, but most usefully instructed; for, besides the 
attaining hence a coosummato knowledge of human 
nature in general ; of its secret springs, various windings, 
and perplexed mazes; we have here before our eyes 
lively examples of whatever is amiable or detestable, 
worthy of admiration or abhorrence, and are conse- 
quently taught, in a manner infinitely more effectual 
than by precept, what we are eagerly to imitate or care* 
fully to avoid. 

But besides the two obvious advantages of surveying, 
as it were in a picture, the true beauty of virtue and de- 
formity of vice, we may moreover learn from Plutarch, 
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Nepos, Suetonius, and other biographers, this uefnl 
lesson^ not too hastily, nor in the gross, to bestow aitfaer. 
our praise or censure; since we shall often find such a 
mixture of good and evil in the same character that i\ 
may require a very accurate judgment and a very elabo- 
rate inquiry to determine on which side the balance tarns, 
for though we sometimes meet with an Aristides or a 
Brutus, a Lysander or a Nero, yet far the greater num- 
ber are of the mised kind, neither totally good nor bad ; 
their greatest virtues being obscured and allayed by their 
vices, and those again softened and colored over by their 
virtues. 

Of this kind was the illustrious person whose history 
we now undertake ; to whom, though Nature had given 
the greatest and most shining endowments, she had not 
given them absolutely pure and without all^y. Though 
( he had much of the admirable in his character, as much 
perhaps as is usually to be found in a hero, I will not yet 
venture to affirm that he was entirely free from all de* 
fects, or that the sharp eyes of censure could not spy out 
some little blemishes lurking amongst his many great 
perfections. 

We would not, therefore, be understood to affect giving 
the reader a perfect or consummate pattern of human 
excellence, but rather, by faithfully recording some little 
imperfections which shadowed over the lustre of those 
great qualities which we shall here record, to teach the 
lesson we have above mentioned, to induce our reader 
with us to lament the frailty of human nature, and to 
convince him that no mortal, after a thorough scrutiny, 
can be a proper object of our adoration. 

But before we enter on this great work we must en* 
deavor to remove some errors of opinion which mankind 
have, by the disingenuity of writers, contracted for these, 
from their fear of contradicting the obsolete and absurd 
doctrines of a set of simple fellows, called ,in derision, sages 
or philosophers, have endeavored, as much as possible, to 
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conlound the ideas of greatness and goodness ; whereas 
no two things can possibly be more distinct from each 
iilher. Tor greatness consists in bringing all manner of 
mischief on mankind, and goodness m rumoviug it from 
, tiie m^ It seems therefore very unlikely that the same 
person should possess them both ; and jet notliing is more 
usual with writers, who find many instances of greatness 
in their Tavorite hero, than to make him a compliment of 
goodness into the bargain ; and this, withoutconsidering 
that by such means they destroy the great perfection 
called uniformity of character. In the histories of Alex- 
ander and CiEsar we are frequently, and indeed imperti- 
nently, reminded of their benevolence and generosity-, of 
their clemency and kindness. When the former had with 
fire and sword overrun a vast empire, had destroyed the 
lives of an immense number of innocent wretches, had 
scattered rum and desolation like a whirlwind, we are 
told, OS an example of his clemency, that he did not cut 
the throat of an old woman, and ravish he r dau^'l it ^f s, 
but was content with only undoing them. And when the 
mighty Ciesar, with wonderful greatness of mind, had 
destroyed the liberties of his country, and with all the 
means of fraud and force had placed himself at the head 
of his equals, had corrupted and enslaved the greatest 
people whom tlie sun ever saw, we are reminded, as an 
evidence of his generosity, of his largesses to his follow- 
trrs and tools, by whose means he had accomplished his 
purpose, and by whose assistance he was to establish it. 
Now, who doth not see that such sneaking qualities as 
these are rather to be beM'ailed as imperfections than 
admired as ornaments in thesegreat men ; rather obscur- 
ing tJieir glory, and holding them hack in their race to 
greatness, indeed unworthy the end for which they seem 
to have come into the world, viz: of perpetrating vast and 
mighty mischief ? 

vWe hope our reader will have reason justly to acquit 
[ any such confounding ideas in the following 
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in which, as we are to record the actions of a greatinai^ 
so we have nowhere mentioned any spark of gwAioem 
which had discovered itself either faintly in him, ot move 
glaringly in any other person, hut as a meanness and im- 
perfection, disqualifying them for undertakings which 
lead to honor and esteem among men. 

As our hero had as little as perhaps is to be fomid of 
that meanness, indeed only enough to make him partaker 
of the imperfection of humanity, instead of the perfSBCtios 
of diabolism, we have ventured to call him 2^ Oreat; 
nor do we doubt but our reader, when he hath peruaai 
his stor3% will concur with us in allowing him that title. 



CHAPTER II. 

Giving an account of as many of our her&s anee$torg a» eon 6t 
gathered out of the rubbish of antiquity, irhich hath beem eoi^ 
fully sifted for that purpose. 

It is the custom of all biographers, at their entrance 
into their work, to step a little backwards (as far, indeed, 
generally as they are able) and to trace up their hero, as 
the ancients did the river Nile, till an incapacity of pro- 
ceeding higher puts an end to their search. 

What first gave rise to this method is somewhat difiB* 
cult to determine. Sometimes I have thought that the 
hero's ancestors have been introduced as foils to himself. 
Again, I have imagined it might be to obviate a suspi- 
cion that such extraordinary personages were not pro- 
duced in the ordinary course of nature, and may have 
proceeded from the author's fear that, if we were not 
told who their fathers were, they might be in danger, like 
Prince Prettyman, of being supposed to have had none. 
Lastly, and perhaps more truly, I have conjectured that 
the design of the biographer hath been no more than to 
show his great learning and knowledge of antiquity ; a 



his 
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to which the world hath probably owed many not- I 
discoveries, and indeed most of the labors of our | 
antiquarians. 

But whatever original this custom had, it tti now too ' 
well established to be disputed. I shall therefore conform 
to it in the strictest manner. 

Mr. Jonathan Wild, or Wjld, then (for he hioiself did 
not always agree in one method of spelling his name), 
was descended from the great Wolfstan Wild, who came 
over with Henglst, and distinguished himself very emi- 
nently at that famous festival where thQ Britons wore so 
treacherously murdered by the Saxons ; for when the 
the word was given, i. e., Nemet eour Saxes, take out 
your awords, this gentleman, being a tittle hard of hear- 
ing, mistook the sound for Nemet her sacD, take out 
their purses; instead therefore of applying to the throat, 
he immediately appUed to the pocket of his guest, and 
contented himself with taking all that ho had, without 
attempting his life. 

The next ancestor of our hero who was remarkably 
eminent was Wild, sumamed Langfanger, or Longflnger. 
He flourished in the reign of Henry III., and was strictly 
attached to Hubert de Burgh, whose friendship he was 
recommended to by his great excellence in an art of which 
Hubert was himself the inventor; he could, without the 
knowledge of the proprietor, with great ease and dex- 
terity, draw forth a man's purse from any part of his 
garment where it was deposited, and hence he derived 
his surname. This gentleman was the first of his family 
lO had the honor to suffer for the good of his country, 
whom a wit of that time made the following epitaph; 
O shame o' justice.! Wild is hang'd, 
For tliatt«n Ii« a pocket fanged, 
While Bale old Hubert, &nd his gang. 
Doth pocket o' the nation fang. 
lADgfanger left a son named Edward, whom he had 
carefully instructed in the art for which he himself was 
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80 famous. This Edward had a grandson, who served as 
a volunteer under the famous Sir John Falstaff, and hj 
his gallant demeanor so recommended himself to his ca^ 
tain, that he would have certainly been promoted by him 
had Harry the Fifth kept his word with his old oomi- 
panion. 

After the death of Edward the family remained in some 
obscurity down to the reign of Charles the First, whes 
James Wild distinguished himself on both sides ttie quoB- 
tion in the civil wars, passing from one to t'other, at 
Heaven seemed to declare itself in favor of either party. 
At the end of the war, James not being rewarded accord- 
ing to his merits, as is usually the case of such impartial 
persons, he associated himself with a brave man of those 
times, whose name was Hind, and declared open war with 
both parties. He was successful in several actions, and 
spoiled many of the enemy; till at length, being over- 
powered and taken, he was, contrary to the law of arms, 
put basely and cowardly to death by a combination be- 
tween twelve men of the enemy's party, who, after some 
consultation, unanimously agreed on tJie said murder. 

This Bkiward took to wife Rebecca, the daughter of the 
above-mentioned John Hind, Esq., by whom he had issue 
John, Edward, Thomas, and Jonathan, and three daugh- 
ters, namely, Grace, Charity, and Honor. John followed 
the fortunes of his father, and, sufferiDg with him, left no 
issue. Edward was so remarkable for his compassionate 
temper that he spent his life in soliciting the causes of the 
distressed captives in Newgate, and is reported to have 
held a strict friendship with an eminent divine who so- 
licited the spiritual causes of the said captives. He mar- 
ried Editha, daughter and co-heiress of Geoffry Snap, 
gent., who long enjoyed aA office under the high sheriff 
of London and Middlesex, by which with great reputation, 
he acquired a handsome fortime; by her he had no issua 
Thomas went very young abroad to one of our American 
colonies, and hath not been since heard of. As for the 
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daughters, Orace was married to a merchant of York- 
shire, who dealt in horses. Chanty took to hnshand an 
eminent gentleman, whose name I cannot learn, hat who 
was fomoos for so friendly a disposition that he was hail 
for ahoTe a hundred persons in one year. He had like- 
wise the remarkahle homor of walking in Westminster 
Hall with a straw in his shoe. Honor, the youngest, 
died unmarried; she lived many years in this town, wasa 
great frequenter of plays, and used to he remarkable for 
distributing <»anges to all who would accept of them. 

Jonathan married Elizabeth, daughter of Scragg Hol- 
low, of Hoddey-in-the-Hcrie, Esq., and by her had Jona- 
than, who is the illastrious subject of these menuHrs. 



CHAPTER m. 

The bifik, paremiagt, and edueaium cf Mr. Jomaikam WUd the 



It is observable that Nature seldom produces any one 
who is afterwards to act a notable part on the stage of 
life, but she gives some warning of her intention ; and, as 
the dramatic poet generally prepares the entry of e^ery 
considerable character with a solemn narrative, or at 
least a great flourish of drums and trumpets, so doth this 
our Alma Mater by some shrewd hints pre-admonish us 
of her intention, giving us warning, as it were, and cry- 
ing— 

Ycnleoti occorite i&orbo. 

Thus Astyages, who was the grandfather of Cyrus, 
dreamt that his daughter was brought to bed of a vine, 
whose branches overspread all Asia ; and Hecuba, while 
big with Paris, dreamt that she was delivered of a fire- 
brand that set all Troy in flames ; so did the mother of 
our great man, while she was of child n^ith him, dreatri 
that she was enjoyed in the night by the gods Mercury 
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aod Priapus. This dream puzzled all the leanu?d astrot> 
ogers of her time, seemiog to imply in it a contradiction; 
Mercury being the god of ingenuity, and I^iapus tlw 
terror of those who practised it What made this dream 
the more wonderful, and perhaps the true cause of iU 
being remembered, was a very extraordinary circum- 
stance, sufficiently denoting swmething preternatural in it; 
for though she had never heard even the name of eitho' 
of these gods, she repeated these very words in the morn- 
ing, with only a small mistake of the quantity of tJu 
latter, which she chose to call Priapua instead of Priaptu; 
and her husband swore that, though he might possibly 
have named Mercury to her (tor he had heard of such an 
heathen god), he never in his life could anywise have put 
her in mind of that other deity, with whom he bad tut 
acquaintance. 

Another remarkable incident was, that during her 
whole pregnancy sheconstantly longed for everything aba 
saw; nor could be sati&Qed with her wish unless ska 
enjoyed it clandestinely ; and as nature, by true and 
accurate obser\'er8, is remarked to give us no appetites 
without furnishing us with the means of gratifying them, 
so had she at this time a most marvelous glutinous 
quaUby attending her fingers, to which, as to birdlime, 
everything closely adhered that she handled. 

To omit other stories, some of which may be, perhaps, 
the growth of superstition, we proceed to the birth of our 
hero, who made his first appearance on this great theatra 
the very day when the plague first broke out in 166&. < 
Some say his mother was delivered of him in an house of 
an orbicular or round form in Covent Garden; but of thb 
we are not certain. He was some years afterwards bap- 
tized by the famous Mr. Titus Gates. 

Kothing very remarkable passed in his years of infancy, 
save that, as the letters th are the most difficult of pro* 
nmidation, and the last which a child attains to the uttar- 
smca of, so th^ were the first that came with any nBdi*i| 
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n-ss from young Master Wild. Nor must we omit tho ' 
■,irly indications which he gave of the sweetness of his 
temper; for though he was by no me&ns to be terriflt-d 
into compliance, yet might he, by a sugar-plum, bo 
brought to your purpose; Indeed, to say th(? truth, he was 
to be bribed to anything, which made many say he was 
certainly bom to bo a great mau.J 

He was scarcely settled at school before he gave marku 
of his lofty and aspiring temper and was regarded by all 
his schoolfellows with that deference which men gener- 
ally pay to those superior geniuses who will exact it of 
them. If an orchard was to be robbed Wild was con- 
sulted, and though he was himself seldom concerned in 
tho execution of the design, yet was he always concertor 
of it, and treasurer of the booty, some little part of which 
he would now and then, with wonderful generosity, 
beetow on those who took it. He was generally very 
secret on these occasions, but if any ofTered to plunder of 
his ovra head, without acquainting Master Wild, and 
making a deposit of the booty, he was sm-o to have an 
information against him lodged with the sclioulmastor, 
and to be severely punished for his pains. 

He discovered so little attention to school-learning that 
his master, who was a, very wise and worthy man, ttoon 
gave over all care and trouble on that account, and, ac- 
quainting his parents that their son proceeded extremely 
well in his studies, he permitted his pupil to follow his 
own inclinations, perceiving they led him to nobler pur- 
suits than the sciences, which are generally acknowl- 
edged to be a very unprofitable study, and indeed greatly 
to hinder the advancement of men in the world; but 
Lbough Master Wild was not esteemed tho readiest at 
making his exercise, he was universally allowed to he tho 
most dexterous at stealing it of all his school fellows, 
being never detected in such furtive compositions, nor 
Indeed in any other exercitatious of his great talenta, 
which all inclined the same way, but once, when be had 
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laid \iolent hands on a book called Ora'Aut ad Paraa»- 
sum, i. e., A step totvards Pattuissiis, on which accoiul 
bis master, vho was a man of most wonderfn) wit and 
sagacity, is said to have told tiim he ^^nsbed it might not 
prove in the event Qradas ad Patilmlum, i. e.,^ sUp 
totvards the gallowt. 

But, though he would not give himself the pains t«- 
quisite to acquire a competent sufflciency in the learned 
languages, yet did he readily listen nilh attention to 
othei-s, especially when they translated the classied 
authors to him; nor was he in the least backward, afc all 
such times, to express his approbation. He was wonder- 
fully pleased with that passage In the eleventh Hind 
where Achilles is said to have bound two sons of Priam 
upon a mountain, and afterwards to have released them 
for a sum of money. This was, he said, alone sufflcieRt 
to refute those who affected a contempt for the n'isdosi 
of the ancients, and an undeniable testimony of the great 
antiquity of priggisra.* He was ravished witli the ac- 
count which Nestor gives in the same book of the rich 
booty which be bore off (i. e,, stole) from the Elean& 
He was desirous of having this often I'epeated to him, 
and at the end of every repetition he constantly fetched a 
deep sigh, and said it was a glorious booty. 

"When the story of Cacus was read to him out of tJie 
eighth .^Ineid he generously pitted the unhappy fate of 
that great man, to whom he thought Hercules much too 
severe; one of his schoolfellows commending thedexteri^ 
of drawing the oxen backward by their tails into hisdeo, 
he smiled, and with some disdain said, He could havg 
taught him a better way. 

He was a passionate admirer of heroes, particularly of 
Alexander the Great, between whom and the late King 
of Sweden he would frequenUy draw parallels. He was 
much delighted with the accounts of the Czar's retreat 
from the latter, who carried off the inhabitants of gnat 

* ThU word, la Ibe east taactutCB, (linilBes thlerenr. 



JONATHAN WILD. 

rilien to people his own country. This, he said, was not 
■ itce thought of by Alexander; but added, perhapa he 
did not want them, 

Happy had it been for him if he bad confined himself 
to this sphere; but his chief, if not only blemish, was, 
that he would sometimes, from an humility in his nature 
too pernicious to true greatness, condescend to an inti- 
macy with interior things and persons. Thus the Span- 
ish Rogue was his favorite hoolc, and the Cheats of 
Scapin his favorite play. 

The young gentleman being now at the age of seven- 
t«en, his father, from a foolish prejudice to our univer- 
sities, and out of a false as well as excessive regard to 
his morals, braught his son to lown, where he resided 
with him till he was of an age to travel. Whilst he was 
here, all imaginable care was taken of his instruction, 
bis father endeavoring his utmost to inculcate principles 

~ honor and gentility into his son. 
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Bis acqaaintanee with 



aoddent happened soon after his arrival in town 
ich almost saved the father his whole labor on this 
head, and provided Master Wild a better tutor than any 
after-care or expense could have furnished him with. 
The old gentleman, it seems, was a follower of the for- 
tunes of Mr. Snap, son of Mr, Geoffry Snap, whom we 
have before mentioned to have enjoyed a reputable office 
under the sheriff of London and Middlesex, the daughter 
of which Geoifry had intermarried with the Wilds. Mr. 
Snap the younger, being thereto well warranted, had laid 
violent hands on, or, as the vulgar express it, arrested 
one Count La. Ruse, a man of considerable figure in 
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days^ and had confined him to his own house till he couU 
find two seconds who would in a formal manner give their 
words that the count should, at a a certain day and place 
appointed, answer all that one Thomas Thimble, a taQor, 
had to say to him ; which Thomas Thimble, it seems, al- 
leged that the coimt had, according to the law of the 
realm, made over his body to him as a security for soma 
suits of clothes to him delivered by the said Thomas 
Thimble. Now, as the count, though perfectly a man of 
honor, could not immediately find these seconds, he was 
obliged for some time to reside at Mr. Snap's house; 
for it seems the law of the land is, that whoever owes an« 
other 10/., or indeed 2/., may be, on the oath of that per- 
son, inmiediately taken up and carried away from his own 
house and family, and kept abroad till he is made to owe 
50/., whether he will or no ; for which he is perhaps after- 
wards obliged to lie in jail ; and all these without any 
trial had,or any other evidence of the debt than tbe above- 
said oath, which, if untrue, as it often happens, you have 
no remedy against the perjurer ; he was, forsooth, mis- 
taken. 

But though Mr. Snap would not (as perhaps by the nice 
rules of honor he was obliged) discharge the count on his 
parole, yet did he not (as by the strict rules of law he was 
enabled) confine him to his chamber. The count had his 
liberty of the whole house, and Mr. Snap, using only the 
precaution of keeping his doors well locked and barred, 
took his prisoner's word that he would not go forth. 

Mr. Snap had by his second lady two daughters, who 
were now in the bloom of their youth and beauty. Theee 
young ladies, like damsels in romance, compassionated 
the captive count, and endeavored by all means to make 
his confinement less irksome to him ; which, though they 
were both very beautiful, they could not attain by any 
other way so effectually as by engaging with Um at 
cards, in which contentions, as will appear hereafter^ the 
count was greatly skillf uL 
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As whisk and swabbers was the game then in the chief 
vogue, they were obliged to look for a fourth person in 
order to malce up their parties. Mr. Snap himself would 
soDietiuies relax his mind from the violent fatigues of his 
employment by these recreations ; and sometimes a neigh- 
boring young gentleman or lady came in to their assistr 
ance; but the most frequent guest was young Master 
Wild, who had been educated from his infancy with the 
Miss Snaps, and was, by all the neighbors, allotted for 
the husband of Miss Tishy, or Lastitia, tlie younger of the 
two; for though, being his cousin-german, she was, per- 
haps, in the eye of a strict conscience, somewhat too nearly 
related to him, yet the old people on both sides, though 
sufficiently scrupulous in nice matters, agreed to overlook 
this objection. 

Men of great genius as easily discover one another as 
free-masons can. It was therefore no wonder that the 
count soon conceived an inclination to an intimacy with 
our young hero, whose vast abilities could not be con- 
cealed from one of the count's discernment, for though 
this Utter was so expert at his cards that he was proverbi- 
ally said io play the whole game, he was no match for 
Master Wild, who, inexperienced as he was, notwithstand- 
ing all tbe art, the dexterity, and often the fortune of his 
adversary, never failed to send him away from the table 
with less in his pocket than he brought to it, for indeed 

kDgfanger himself could not have extracted a purse with 
►re ingenuity than our young hero. 

His hands made frequent visits to the count's pocket 
before the latter had entertained any suspicion of him, 
imputing the several losses he sustained rather to the in- 
nocent and sprightly frolic of Miss Doshy, or Theodosia, 
^vlth wiiich, as she indulged him with little innocent free- 
doms about her person in return, he thought liimseU 
obliged to be contented ; but one night, when Wild im- 
:igined the count asleep, he made so unguarded an attack 
uj>on him, that the other caught him in the act ; however. 
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he did not think proper to acquaint him with the d 
ery be had made, but, preventing lum from any booty] 
that time, he only took care for the future to button | 
pockets, and to pack the cards with double industry. 

So far was this detection from causing any quaj 
between these two prigs*, that in reality it recommended 
them to each other ; for a wise man, that is to say a 
rogue, considers a trick in life as a gamester doth a trick 
at play. It sets bim on his guard, but be admires the 
dexterity of him who plays it. These, therefore, and 
many other such instances of ingenuity, operated so vio- 
lently on the count, that,'nbtwitbstanding the disparity 
which age, title, and above^ all, dress, had set between 
them, he resolved to enter into an acquaintance with 
Wild. This soon produced a perfect intimacy, and that 
a friendship, which had a longer duration than is commoD 
to that passion between persons who only propose to 
themselves the common advantages of eating, drinking, 
whoring, or borrowing mon ey ;. which ends, as they soon 
fail, so doth the friendship founded upon them. Mutual 
interest, thegreatcst of all purposes, was the cement of 
this alliance, which nothing, of consequence, but superior 
interest, was capable of dissolving. 



* 



A dialogue between young Matter Wild and Count La Suae, uAfcJb; 
having extended to the rejoinder, had a very quiet, eeuy and 

Onk evening, after the Miss Snaps were retired to rest, 
the count thus addressed himself to young Wild : " You 
cannot, I apprehend, Mr. Wild, be such a stranger to 
your own great capacity, as to be surprised when I tell 
you I have often viewed with a mixture of astonishment 
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^nnd concern, your shining qualities confined to. a sphere 
^^*hero they can never i-each the eyes of those who would 
hitroduce them properly into the world, and raise you to 
an eminence where you may hlazs out to the admiration 
of all men. I assure you I am pleased with my captivity, 
when I reflect I am likely to owe to it an acquaintance, 
and I hope friendship, with the greatest genius of my 
age; and, what is still more, when 1 indulge my vanity 
with a prospect of drawing from obscurity (pardon the 
expression) such talents as were, I believe, never before 
like to have been buried in it ; for I make no question but, 
at my discharge from confinement, which will now soon 
happen, I shall be able to introduce you into company, 
where you may reap the advantage of ^our superior 
parts. 

"I will bring you acquainted, sir, with those who, as 
Uiey are capable of setting a true value on such qualifica- 
tions, so they will have it both in their power and inclina- 
tion to prefer you for them. Such an introduction is the 
only advantage you want, without which j'our merit 
H inigbt be your misfortune ; ^r those abilities which would 
^Hntitle you to honor and profit in a superior station may 
^HBDderyou only obnoxious to danger and disgrace in a 
■lower:S 

Mr. Wild answered: "Sir, I am not insensible of my 
obligations to you, as well for the overvalue you have set 
on my small abilities, as for the kindness you express in 
oiTcring to introduce me among my superiors. 1 must 
own my father hath often persuaded me to push myself 
into the company of my betters ; but, to say the truth, 1 
^|J^Te an awkward pride in my nature, which is better 
Hnaased with being at the head of the lowest class than at 
H -Ihfl bottom of the highest. Permit me to say, though the 
idea may be somewhat coarse, I had rather stand on the 
summit of a dunghill than at the bottom of a hill in Para- 
dise- I have always thought it signifies little into what 
rank of life I am thrown, provided I make a great figure 
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therein, and should be as well sacislled with oitcrtin^ nqr 
talents well at the head or a small party or gang-, as te 
the conunand of a mighty army; for 1 am far Crom 
agreeing with you, that great parts are often lost in a 
low situation; on the contrarvr I ^"^ convinced it H 
impossible they should be lost. I have oft«n persua<lod 
myself that there were not fewer than a thousand in 
Alexajidcr's troops capable of performing what Alexander 
himself did. 

" But, because such spirits were not elected or destuied 
to an imperial command, are wc therefore to imagine they 
came off without a booty ? or that they contented them- 
selves with the share in common with their comrades? 
I Surely, no. In civil life, doubtless, the same genius, the 
same endowments, have often composed tlie statvsmaii 
and the prig, for so we call what the vulgar name s 
thief, ^e same parts, the same actions, often promote 
men to the head of superior societies, which raise them to 
the head of lower ; and where is the essential difference 
it the one ends on Tower-hill and the other at Tybur^ 
Halh the block any preference to the gallows, or the axe 
to the halter, but was given them by the ill-guided judg- 
ment of men ? You will pardon me, therefore, if I am 
not so hastily inflamed with the common outside of 
things, nor join the general opinion in preferring one stat« 
to another. A guinea is as valuable in a leathern as in 
an embroidered purse ; and a cod's head is a cod's head 
still, whether in a pewter or a silver dish." 

The count rephed as follows : " What you have now said 
doth not lessen my idea of yom* capacity, but coniirms my 
opinion of the ill effects of bad and low company. Can 
any man doubt whether it is better to be a great states* 
man or a common thief ? I have often heard that the 
devil used to say, where or to whom I know not, that it 
was better to reign in Hell than to be a valetde-cbambro 
in Heaven, and perhaps he was in the right ; but sure^ if 
he had had the choice of reigning in cither, he would Imva 
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n better. The truth therefore is, that by low coo- 
lation we contract a greater awe for high things thau 
they deserve. We decline great pursuits not from con. 
tempt but despair. The man who prefers the highroad 
B reputable way of making his fortune, doth it 
ftuse he imagines the one easier than the - other ; 
fcyou yourself have assorted, and with undoubted truth, 
t the same abilities quality you for undertaking, and 
) same means will bring you to your end in both 
neys — as in music it is the same tune, whether you 
r it in a higher or a lower key. To instance in some 
particulars: Is it not the same qualification which enables 
this man to hire himself as a servant, and to get into the 
confidence and secrets of his master in order to rob him, 
and to undertake trusts of the highest nature with a 
design tiO break and betray them ? Is it less difficult by 
false tokens to deceive a shopkeeper into the delivery of 
his goods, which you afterwards ran away with, than to 
Impose upon him by outward splendor and the appear- 
ance of fortune into a credit by which you gain and he 
loses twenty times as much? Doth it not require more 
dexterity in the fingers to draw out a man's purse from 
bis pocket, or to take a lady's watch from her side, with- 
febeing perceived of any (an excellouce in which, with- 
ftflattery, I am persuaded you have no superior), than 
; a die or to shuffle a pack of cards? Is not as 
teh art, as many excellent qualities, required to make 
nping porter at a common bawdy-house as would 
ible a man to prostitute his own or his friend's wife or 
d? Doth it not ask as good a memory, as nimble an 
mtion, as steady a countenance, to forswear yourself 
iVestrainster-hall as would furnish out a complete fool 
bate, or perhaps a statesman himself ? It Is needless 
larticularize every instance ; in all we shall And that 
eisanearer connection between high and low life than 
luerally imagined, and that a highwayman is entitled 
jaore (avor with the great than lie usually meets vtiV 
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If, therefore, as I think I have proved, the t 
which qualify a, man for emlacnce in a low sphere, i 
aim liken'ise for eminence in a higher, sure it can 1 
doubt in which be would choose to exert them. An 
without which no one can be a great man, will ii 
ately instruct him, iu your own phrase, to prefer a li 
Paradise to a duntrhill ; nay, even fear, a j^ 
most repu^ant to greatness, will show him ^w i 
more safely he may indulge himself in the free i 
exertion of his mighty abilities in the higher than in 1 
lower rank^' since experience teaches him that there i 
crowd oftener in one year at Tyburn than c 
in a century." Mr. Wild, with much solemnity tejo 
" That the same capacity which qualifies a mill-ki 
bridlo-cull.f or a buttock-and-flle,! to arrive ! 
degree of eminence in his profession, would likewise i 
a man in what the world esteem a more honorable c< 
I do not deny ; nay, in many of your instances it is i 
dent that more ingenuity, more art, is necessary to i 
lower than the higher proficients. If, therefore, yoa 1 
only contended that everj' prig might be a state 
if he pleased, I had readily agreed to it ; b 
you conclude that it is his interest to be 
ambition would bid him take that alternative, in a 
that a statesman is greater or happier than a j 
must deny my assent. But, in comparing these t 
gether, we must carefully avoid being misled by t 
gar erroneous estimation of things, for mankind en 
disquisitions of this nature as physicians do who in t 
sidering the operations of a disease have not a due r 
to the age and complexion of the patient The i 
gree of heat which is common in this constitution t 
a fever in that; in the same manner that which n 
riches or honor to me may be poverty or dtsj^ 
another ; for all these things are to be estimated I 
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Hon to the person who possesses them. A booty of 
looks aa great in the eye of a bridle-cull, and gives 
much real happiness to his Taney, as that of as many 
thousands to the statesman ; and doth not the former lay 
out bis acquisitions in whores and fiddles with much 
greater joy and mirth than the latter in palaces and pic- 
tures? What are the flattery, the false compliments of 
bis gang: to the statesman, when he himself must con- 
demn his own blunders, and is obliged against his will to 
give fortune the whole honor of success ? What is the 
pride resulting from such sham applause, compared to 
the secret satisfaction which a prig enjoys in his mind in 
reflecting on a well-contrivod and well-executed scheme? 
Perhaps, indeed, the greater danger is on the prig's side ; 
but then you must remember that the greater honor is so 
too. When I mention honor, I mean that which is paid 
him by his gang ; for that weak part of the world which 
la vulgarly called THE WISE see both in a disadvan- 
tageous and disgraceful light; and as the prig enjoys 
(and merits too) the greater degree of honor from his 
gang, so doth he suffer the less disgrace from the world, 
who thinks his misdeeds, as they call them, sufficiently 
at tastpimished with a halter, which at once puts an end 
to his pain and infamy ; whereas the other is not only 
1 power, but detested and condemned at the scaf- 
; and future ages vent their malice on his fame, while 
) other sleeps quiet and forgotten. Besides, let us a 
little consider the secret quiet of their conscience; tow 
easy is the reflection of having taken a few shillings or 
pounds from a stranger, without any breach of confi- 
dence, or perhaps any great harm to the person who 
loses it, compared to that of having betrayed a public 
trust, and ruined the fortunes of thousands, perhaps of a 
great nation I ■ How much braver is an attack on the 
highway than at the gaming-table ; and how much more 
innocent the character of a b — dy-honse than a c — t 
pimp I " He was eagerly proceeding, when, casting his 
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eyes on the connt, he perceived him to be fast asleep; 
wherefore, having first picked his pocket of three shil- 
lings, then gently jogged him in order to take his leav% 
and promised to return to him the next morning to hreat 
fast, they separated ; the count retired to rest, and Mas- 
ter Wild to a night-cellar. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Farthtr eonftttaeta btluieen lh» eounf and XaiUr WM, vift 
t>ther maltere of tht great kind. 

Thb count missed his money the next morning, aal 
verywell knewwhohadit; but, as he knew likewise hov 
fruitless woald be any complaint, he chose to pass it hf 
without mentioning it. Indeed it may appear strong ta 
some readers that these gentlemen, who knew each otluc 
to be thieves, should never once give the least hint of thii 
knowledge in al! their discourse together, bat, on the con- 
trary, should have the words honesty, honor, and friat^ 
ship as often in their mouths as any other man. This,! 
say, may appear strange to some ; but those who han 
lived long in cities, courts, jails, or such places, will 
perhaps be able to solve the seeming absurdity. 

When oar two friends met the next morning the connt 
(who, though lie did not agree with the whole of his 
friend's doctrine, was, however, highly pleased with hia 
argsment) began to bewail the misfortune of his captiv- 
ity, and the backwardness of friends to assist each other 
in their necessities ; but what vexed him, he said, mostt 
was the cruelty of the fair ; for he intrusted Wild with 
the secret of his having had an intrigue with Miss Theo- 
doeia, the elder of the Miss Snaps, ever since hia confine- 
ment, though he could not prevail with her to set him 
at liberty. Wild answered, with a smile, "It was no 
wonder a woman shoald wish to confine her lover where 
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she might be sure of having him entirely to herself;" 
but a4ded, " he believed he could tell him a method of cer- 
tainly procuring liis escape." The count eagerly besought , 
him to acquaint him with it. Wild told him bribery was 
the surest means, and advised him to apply to the maid. 
The count thanked him, but returned, " That he had not 
a farthing left besides one guinea, which he had then 
^ven her to change." To which Wild said, "He must 
make it up with promises, which he supposed he was 
courtier enough to know how to put off." The count 
greatly applauded the advice, and said he hoped be should 
be able in time to persuade him to condescend to be a 
great man, for which he was so perfectly well qualified. 

This method being concluded on, the two friends sat 
down to cards, a circumstance which I should not have 
mentioned but for the sake of observing the prodigious 
force of habit ; for though the count knew if lie won ever 
so much of Mr. Wild he should not receive a shilling, yet 
could he not refrain from packing the cards ; nor could 
Wild keep his hands out of his friend's pockets, though 
he knew there was nothing in them. 

When the maid came home the count began to put it 
to her ; offered her all he had, and prouiised mountains 
in/uturo; but ail in vain — the maid's honesty was im- 
pregnable. She said, " She would not break her trust 
for the whole worldj no, not if she could gain a hundred 
poimd by It." Upon which Wild stepping up and telling 
her " She need not fear losing her place, for it would 
never be found out ; that they could throw a pair of sheets 
into the street, by which it might appear he got out at a 
window ; that he hiinself would swear he saw him de- 
scending ; that the money would be so much gains in hep 
pocket ; that, besides his promises, which she might de- 
pend upon being performed, she would receive from him 
twenty sliillings and ninepence in ready money (for she 
bad only laid out threepence in plain Spanish) ; and lastly, 
that, besides his honor, the count should leave a pair of | 
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goXA buttons (which afterwards turned out to bo b 
of great value in her hands, as a further pawn.'" 

The maid still remained inflexible, till Wild ofTeit 
lend his friend a goiinea more, and to deposit it i 
ately in her bands. This reinforcement bore down, i 
poor girl's resolution, and she faithfully promised to q 
the door to the count that evening. 

Thus did our young hero not only lend his rhi 
which few people caro to do without a fee, but his n 
too (a sum which many a good man would have i 
fifty e^zcuses before he would have parted with), to ] 
friend, and procured him his liberty. 

But it would be highly derogatory from the GB 
character of Wild, should the reader imagine he lent a 
a sum to a friend without the least view of serving 1 
self. As, therefore, the reader may account for it J 
manner more advantageous to our hero's reputatioiij 
concluding that he had some interested ^new in the o 
enlargement, we hope he will judge with chari^ 
pecially aa the sequel makes it not only reasooabla] 
necessary to suppose he had some such view. 1 

A long intimacy and friendship subsisted between tllr ' 
count and Mr. WUd, who, being by the advice of th« 
count dressed in good clothes, was by him introduced 
into the best company. They constantly frequented tho 
assemblies, auctions, gaming-tables, and play-houses ; at 
which last they saw two acts every night, and then re- 
tired without paying— this being, it seems, an immenuv- 
rial privilege which the beaux of the town prescribe for 
to themselves. This, however, did not suit Wild's temper, 
who called it a cheat, and objected against it as requiring 
no dexterity, but what every blockhead might put in ex- 
ecution. He said it was a custom very much savoring o( 
the sneaking-budge *, but neither so honorable nor so in- 
genious. 

Wild now made a considerable figure, and passed : 

• SUai-LKUac. 




a geotiem&n of great rortune in the funds. Women of 
■liUklity treated him witb great familiai-ity, young ladies 
began to spread their charms for him, when an accident 
happened that put a stop to his continuance in a way of 
life too insipid and inactive to afford employment for 
those great talents which were designed to make a 
much more considerable figure in the world than atteuds 
e character of a beau or a pretty gentleman. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



fPJM Mfa out on Au travel*, and rttums Aodm agahu A 
wry 'Af"^ chapter, ccnilaining inflnitel]/ more time and leu mot 
Ur than anj/ other in the whole story. 

Wb are sorry we cannot indulge our reader's curiodty 
with a full and perfect account of this accident ; but as 
there are such various accounts, one of which only can be 
true, and possibly and indeed probably nonej. instead of 
following the general method of historians, who in such 
cases set down the various reports, and leave to your own 
conjecture which you will choose, we shall pass them all 
over. 

Certain it is that, whatever this accident was, it deter- 
mined our hero's father to send his son immediately 
abroad for seven years ; and, which may seem somewhat 
remarkable, to his majesty's plantations in America — 
that part of the world being, as he said, freer from vices 
than the courts and cities of Europe, and consequently 
less dangerous to corrupt a young man's morals. And 
as for the advantages, the old gentleman thought they 
were equal there witb those attained in the politer 
climates; for traveling, he said, was traveling in one 
part of the world as well as another ; it consisted in bedng 
such a time from home, and in traversing so many 
leaffoes; and appealed to experience whether most of oui 
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travelers in France and Italy did not prore at thdr 
return that they mi^ht have been sent as profitably to 
Norway and Greenland. 

According to these resolutions of bis father, the youag 
g:entlemaa Trent aboard a ship, and with a great deal d 
good company set out for the American hemisphere. Tbe 
exact time of his stay is somewhat uncertain ; most prob- 
ably longer than was intended, fiut howsoever long 
his abode there was, it must be a blank in this btstory,u 
tbe whole story contains not one adventure worthy iha 
reader's notice ; being indeed a continued scene of whor- 
ing, drinking, and removing from one place to another. 

To confess a truth, we are so ashamed of the shortness 
of tbischapter, that we should have donea violence to « 
history, and have inserted an adventure or two of | 
other traveler ; to which purpose we borrowed the I 
nals of several young gentlemen who have lately I 
tbe tour of Europe ; but to our great sorrow, coul 
extract a single incident strong enough to jus 
theft to our conscience. 

When we consider the ridiculous figure this ( 
must make, being the history of no less than eight y 
our only comfort is, that the histories of some men's ti 
and perhaps of sonic men who tiave made a noise ii 
world, are in reality as absolute blanks as the ti'avelso 
hero. As, therefore, we shall make sufficient a 
the sequel for this inanity, we shall hasten on to matf 
of true importance and immense greatness. At preseni" 
we content ourselves with setting down ou 
we took him up, after acquainting our reader \ 
went abroad, stayed seven years, and then came I 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

An adventure where WHd, in th* diaition of the booty, exhibit* an 
<utoni4shing in»tanee of aKSATtiBss, 

Toe count waa one nlg'ht very successful at the hazard- 
table, where Wild, vrho was just returned from his 
travels, was then present; as was likewise a young gen- 
tleman whose name was Bob Bagshot, an ac<iuaintance 
of Mr. Wild's, and of whom he entertained a great opinion: 
taking, therefore, Mr. Bagshot atiido, ho advised him to 
prepare himself (if he had not them about him) with a 
pair of pistols, and to attack the count on his way home, 
promising to plant himself near with the same arms, as a 
fOTjw de reserve, and to come up on occasion. This was 
accordingly executed, and the count obliged to surrender 
to savage force what be had in so genteel and dvil a 
manner taken at play. 

And as it is a wise and philosophical observation, that 
one misfortune never comes alone, the count had hardly 
passed the examination of Mr. Bagshot when he fell into 
the hands of Mr. Snap, who, in company with Mr. Wild 
tlie elder, and one or two more gentlemen, being, it seems, 
Mnereto well warranted, laid hold of the unfortimate count, 
and conveyed him back to the same house from which, 
Ijy the assistance of his good friend, ho had formerly es- 
caped. 

Mr. Wild and Mr, Bagshot went togetlier to the tavern, 
where Mr. Bagshot (generously as he thought) oflered to 
share the booty, and having divided the money into two 
unequal heaps, and added a golden snulT-box to the lesser 
,p, he desired Mr. Wild to take his choice. 

Mr. Wild immediately conveyed the larger share of the 
\y into his pocket, according to an excellent maxim of 
hlSf "First secure what share you can before you wrangle 
for the rest;" and then, turning to his companion, he 
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I asked with a stem countenance whether he intended tc 
keep all that sum to himself ? Mr. Bagshot answerad, 
with some surprise, that he thought Mr. Wild had do 
reason to complain ; for it was surely fair, at least oQ bfi 
part, to content himself with an equal share of the bootr, 
who had taken the whole. " I grant you took it," re- 
plied WQd, "but, pray, who proposed or counseled tlM 
taking it ? Can you say that you have done more thaD 
executed my Bcheme ? and might not I, if I had pleased, 
have employed another, since you well know there wis 
not a gentleman in the room but would have taken Uu 
money if he had known how conveniently and safely lo 
doit?" — "That is very true," returned Bagshot, "hoi 
did not I execute the scheme, did not I run the whole ri&k! 
Should not I have suffered the whole punishment if I had 
been taken, and is not the laborer worthy of his hire?"— 
" Doubtless," says Jonathan, " he is so, and your htnl 
Eball not refuse you, which is all that the laborer is fl 
titled to or ever enjoys. I remember when I i 
school to have heard some verses which for the e 
of their doctrine made an impression on me, porporl 
' that the birds of the air and the beasts of the Held i 
not for themselves. It is true, the farmer allows f<M 
] to his oxen and pasture to his sheep ; but it is for his t 
' service, not theirs. In the same manner the plouj 
the shepherd, the weaver, the builder, and the soU 
work not for themselves but others ; they are contc 
with a poor pittance (the laborer's hire), and permit! 
the GRB&T, to enjoy the fruit of their labors? 
totle, as my master told us, hath plaijily proved, in i 
first book of his politics, that the low, mean, useful ] 
of mankind, are born slaves lo the will of their sup 
and are indeed aa much their property as the cattle. J 
is well said of us, the higher order of mortals, that v 
bom only to devour the fruits of the earth, and it n 
as well said of the lower class, that they are bom on! 
prodace tdiem lor us. Is not the battle gained by the s 
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and Axager of the common soldier ? Are not the honor 
and fruits of the victory the general's who laid the scheme ? 
Is not the house built by the labor of the carpenter and 
the bricklayer? Is it not built for the profit only of the 
architect and tor the use of the inhabitant, who could nob 
easily have placed one brick upon another? Is not the 
cloth or the silk wrought into its form and varicgatod ' 
with all the beauty of colors by those who are forced to , 
content themselves with the coarsest and vilest part of i 
their work, while the proflt and enjoyment of their labors ' 
fall to the share of others ? Cast your eye abroad, and 
see who is it lives in the most magnificent buildings, I 
feasts his paiat« with the most luxurious dainties, his 
eyes with the most beautiful sculptures and delicate 
paintings, and clothes himself in the finest and richest 
apparel ; and tell mo if all these do not fall to his lot who 
bad not any the least share in producing all these con- 
veniences, nor the least ability so to do ? Why then 
should the state of a prig* differ from all others ? Or 
why should you, who are the laborer only, the executor 
of my scheme, expect a share in the profit ? Bo advised, 
therefore ; deliver the whole booty to me, and trust to 
my bounty for your reward." Mr, Bagshot was some 
time silent, and looked like a man thunderstruck, but at 
last, recovering himself from his surprise, he thus began ; 
"If you think, Mr. Wild, by the force of your arguments, 
to get the money out of my pocket, you are greatly mis- 
taken. What is all this stuff to me ? D— n me, I am a 
man of honor, and, though I can't talk as well as you, 

by G you shall not make a fool of me ; and if you take 

me for one, I must tell you you area rascal," At which 
words he laid his hand to bis pistol. Wild, perceiving 
the little success the great strength of his arguments had 
met with, and the hasty temper of his friend, gave- over 
bis design for the present, and told Bagshob he was only 
But this coolness with which he treated i 
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other's flame had rather the effect of oil than of water. 
Bagsbot replied in a rage, "D — n me, I don't like suck 
jests; I see you are a pitiful rascal and a scoiuidrd.'* 
WUd, with a philosophy worthy of great admiratioa, re- 
turned, " As for your abuse, I have no regard to it ; ht&, 
to coavince you I am uob afraid of you, let us lay t^ 
whole booty on the table, and let the conqueror take ll 
all." And having so said, he drew out his shining 
hanger, whose glittering so dazzled the eyes of Bagsbott 
that, in tone entirely altered, he said, " "So I be was cob- 
tinted with what he had already ; that it was mi^tf 
ridiculous in them to quarrel among themselves ; tbftt 
they had common enemies enough abroad, against whom 
they should unite their common force ; that if he had mis- 
taken Wild he was sorry for it ; and as for a jest, b6 
could take a jest as well as another." Wild, who bad » 
wonderful knack of discovering and applying to the pBfi> 
sions of men, beginning now to have a little insight inlA 
bis fnend, and to conceive what arguments would msike 
the quickest impression on him, cried out in a loud voice, 
" That he had bullied him into drawing his hanger, and, 
since it was out, he would not put it up without sattsfae- 
taou." — " What satisfaction would you have ?'* answered 
the other. — " Your money or your blood," said Wili 
"Why, look ye, Mr, WUd," said Bagshot, "ifyou i 
to borrow a little of my part, since I know you to ] 
man of honor, I don't care if I lend you ; for, though ] 
not afraid of any man living, yet rather than break i 
with a friend, and as it may be necessary for your c 

sions " Wild, who often declared that he lot 

upon borrowing to be as good a way of taking i 
and, as he called it, the genteelest kind of sneaking-b 
putting up his banger, and shaking his friend by the h 
told him he had hit the nail on the head ; it was r 
his present necessity only that prevailed with him a 
his wQl, for that his honor was concerned to pay & 4 
H siderable sum the next morning. Upon which, oontc 
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dt witb one half of Bagahot's share, so thai he had 
Q parts in lour of the whole, he took leave of bis com- 
bion and retired to rest. 



CHAPTER IX. 

1 pofi a vfrit to JftH LtetUia Sitap. A deeoription of that ' 
Iwetjl young creature, and the *ucceaak«a Utue of Mr, tftlcT* 
addrttae*. 

Thk next morning when our hero waked bo began to 
t hink of paying a visit to Miss Tishy Snap, a woman of 
great merit and of as gi-eat generosity ; yet Mr. Wild 
found a present was ever most welcome to her, as being a 
token of respect in her lover. He therefore went dii'ectly 
to a toy-shop, and there purchased a genteel snuff-box, 
with which he waited upon his mistress, whom he found 
in the most beautiful undress. Her lovely hair hung 
wantonly over her forehead, being neither white with, nor 
yet free from, powder ; a neat double clout, which seemed 
to have been worn a few weeks only, was pinned under 
her cbin; some remains of that art with which ladies 
improve nature shone on her cheeks; her body was 
loosely attired, without stays or jumps, so that her 
breasts had uncontrolled liberty to display their beauteous 
orbs, wbich they did as low as her girdle ; a thin cover- 
ing of a rumpled muslin handkerchief almost hid them 
from the eyes, save in a few parts, where a good-natured 
hole gave opportunity to the naked breast to appear. 
Her gown was a satin of a whitish color, with about a 
dozen little silver spots upon it, so artificially interwoven 
at great distance, that they looked as if they had fallen 
there by chance. This, flying open, discovered a fine 
yellow petticoat, beautifully edged round the bottom with 
a narrow piece of half gold lace, which was now almost 
buoome fringe ; btjueath this appeared another petticoat 
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stiffened with whalebone, vulgarly called a hoop, wfakli 
hung six inches at least below the other ; and under ths 
a^in appeared an undergarment of that color wfeU 
Ovid intends when he says, 

Qui color alboa erat nunc est contrarius sDm. 

She likewise displayed two pretty feet covered wiUi Bilk 
and adorned with lace, and tied, the right with a hand- 
some piece of blue ribbon ; the left, as more unworthj, 
with a piece of yellow stuff, which seemed to have bMB 
a strip of her upper petticoat. Such was the lovdf 
creature whom Mr. Wild attended. She received him at 
first with some of that coldness which women of strict 
virtue, by a commendable though sometimes painful 
restraint, enjoiu themselves to their lovers. The snuff- 
box, being produced, was at flrst civilly, and indeed 
gently refused ; but on a second application accepts! 
The tea-table was soon called for, at which a discourae 
passed between these young lovers, which, could w 
set it down with any accuracy, would be vaj 
edifying as well as entertaining to our reader ; let it 
suffice then that the wit, together with the beauty, 
of this young creature so inflamed the passion of 
Wild, which, though an honorable sort of a pasooo, 
was at the same time so extremely violent, that it trans- 
ported him to freedoms too offensive to the nice chastit; 
of Lfetitia, who was, to confess the truth, more indebiri 
to her own strength for the preser\'ation of her virtM 
than to the awful respect or backwardness of her Icvw; 
he was indeed so ver>- urgent in his addresses, that, had 
he not with many oaths promised her marriage, we could 
scarce have been strictly justified in calling bis passiM 
honorable ; but he was so remarkably attached to 
decency, that he never offered any violence to a young 
lady without the most earnest promises of that kind, tbeaa 
being, he said, a ceremonial due to female modesty, whidl 
cost so httle, and were so easily pronounced, that Um 
omission could arise from nothing but the mere wanti<Bi> 
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ness of brutality. The lovely Lretitia, either out of pru- 
dence, or perhaps ri'Iigion, of which she was a liberal 
professor, was deaf to all his promises, and luckily invinc- 
ible to his force ; for, though she had not yet learned 
the art of well clenching her flst, nature had not however 
left her defenseless, for at the ends of her fingers she 
wore arras, which she used with such admirable dexterity, 
tliat the hot blood of Mr. Wild soon began to appear in 
several little spots on his face, and his fuU-blown cheeks 
to resemble that part which modesty forbids a boy to 
turn up anywhere but in a public school, after some 
pedagogue, strong of arm, hath exercised his talents 
thereon. Wild now retreated from the conflict, and the 
victorious Lcetitia, with becoming triumph and noble 
spirit cried out, " D — n your eyes, if this be your way of 
showing your love, I'll warrant I gives you enough on't." 
She then proceeded to talk of her virtue, which Wild bid 
her carry to the devil with her, and thus our lovers 
parted. 



p CHAPTER X. 

A dbcooery of tome matlera cortceming the chaale LiEtUia which mtut 
wonderfuUs aurprite, and perhapt affect our reader. 

Mr. Wild was no sooner departed than the fair con- 
queress, opening the door of a closet, cdled forth a young 
gvntleman whom she had there enclosed at the approach 
of the other. The name of this gallant was Tora Smirk. 
He was clerk to an attorney, and was indeed the greatest 
beau and the greatest favorite of the ladies at the end of 
the town where he lived. As we take dress to be the 
characteristic or efficient quality of a beau, we shall, in- 
stead of givmg any character of this yoimg gentleman, 
content oui-selves with describing his dress only to our 
readers. He wore, then, a pair of white stockings on his 
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legs, and pumps on his teot; his buckles were a luge 
piece or pinchbeck plate, which almost covered his whole 
foot. His breeches were of red plush, which hard^ 
reached his knees; bis waistcoat was a white dinu^, 
richly embroidered with yellow silk, over which he mm 
a blue plush coat with metal buttons, a smart sleeve, wilh 
a cape reaching half-way down his back. His \rig wis 
of a brown color, covering- almost half his pate, on whkb 
was hung on one side a little laced hat, but cocked witii 
great smartne.ss. Such was the accomplished Smirk, 
who, at bis issuing forth from the closet, was receivvd 
with open arms by the amiable Lictitia. She ad^ 
him by the tender name of dear Tommy, and told 
had dismissed the odious creature whom her fathe 
tended for her husband, and had now nothing to 
nipt her happiness with him. 

Here, reader, thou must pardon us if we stop a while 
to lament the capriciousness of Nature in forming this 
charming part of the creation designed to complete the 
happiness of man ; with their soft inuoceuce to allay his 
ferocity, with their sprightliness to soothe his cares, and 
with their constant friendship to relieve all the troubles 
and disappointments which can happen to him. 
then that these are the blessings chiefly sought after j 
generally found in every wife, how must wo lament 
disposition in these lovely creatures which leads the 
prefer in their favor those individuals of the other 
who do not seem intended by nature as so great a mas- 
terpiece ! For surely, however useful tliey may be in the 
creation, as we are taught tbat nothing, not even a louse, 
is made in vain, yet these beaux, even that most splendid 
and honored part which in this our island nature loves to 
distinguish in red, are not, as some think, the noblest 
work of the Creator. For my own part, let any luao 
choose to himself two beaux, let them be captains or col(h 
nels, afi well-dressed men as ever lived, I would venture 
to oppose a single Sir Isaac Newton, a Shakespeare, a Mil- 
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ton, or perhaps some few others, to hoth those beaux ; 
nay, and I very much doubt whether it had not been bet- 
ter for the world m general that neither of these beaux \ 
bad ever been bom than that it should have wanted the , 
benefit arising to it from the labor of any one of those ' 



If this be true, how melancholy must be the considera- 
tion that any single beau, especially if he have but half a 
yard of ribbon in his hat, shall weigh heavier in the scale 
of female affection than twenty Sir Isaac Newtons I How 
must our reader, who perhaps has wisely accounted for 
the resistance which the chaste Lfetitia had made to the 
violent addresses of the ravished (or rather ravishing) 
Wild from that lady's impregnable virtue — how must he 
blush, 1 say, to perceive her quit the strictness of her car- 
riage, and abandon herself to those loose freedoms which 
she indulged to Smirk I But alas I when we discover all, 
as to preserve the fidelity of our history we must, when 
we relate that every familiarity had passed between 
them, and that the pair I^ietitia (for we must, in this sin- 
gle instance, imitate Virgil when he drops the pius and 
the pater, and drop our favorite epithet of chctste), the 
FAIR Leetitia had, I say, made Smirlt as happy as Wild 
desired to be, what must then be our reader's confusion I 
We will, therefore, draw a curtain over this scene, from 
that philogyny which is in us, and proceed to matters 
which, mstcad of dishonoring the human species, will 
greatly raise and ennoble it. 

IW^Mng a* natabU imtane€$ of human greatness ag are to be 
nut vrilh in aneienl or modem hiatorj/. Coticludotg with eonui 
whoUaome hints to the gay part of laankiiid. 
Wild no sooner parted from the chaste I^titia than, 
recollecting that his friend the count was returned to his 
lodgings in the same bouse, he resolved to visit him ; for 



CHAPTER XI. 



M 



JONATHAN WILD. 



I 



I 



^m coQon 
^H destn 



he was none ot those half-bred fellows who are a 
to see their friends when they have plundered 
betrayed tbctn ; from which base and pitifu) temper 
many monstrous cruelties have been transacted by meiii 
who have »ometiiiies carried their modesty so far as to the 
murder or utter ruin of those against whom their eon- 
sciences have suggested to them that they have com- 
mitted some smalt trespass, either by the debauduugofa 
friend's wife or daughter, belying or betraying the friend 
himself, or some other such trifling instance. In our ban 
there was nothing not truly great ; he could, withoutj 
least abashment, drink a bottle with tlie man who 1 
he had the moment before picked his pocket ; and, 
he bad stripped him of ever^'tliing be had, never dsi 
to do him any further mischief ; for he carried j 
nature to that wonderful and uncommon height t 
never did a single injury to man or woman by whi 
himself did not expect to reap some advanta^. 
would often indeed say that by the contrary party I 
often made a bad bargain with the devil,and did hisW 
for nothing. 

Om* hero found the captive count, not basely h 
his fate nor abandoning himself to despair, but, withl 
resignation, «mploying himself ui preparing several packs 
of cards for future exploits. The count, little suspecting 
that Wild had been the sole contriver of the misfortmiB 
which had befallen him, rose up and eagerly embi 
him ; and Wild returned his embrace with equal w 
They were no sooner seated than Wild took an o 
from seeing the cards lying on the table, to invd 
against gaming, and, with an usual and highly commend- 
able freedom, after first exaggerating the distressed cir- 
cumstances in which the count was then invoU'ed, im- 
puted all his misfortunes to that cursed itch of play 
which, he said, he concluded bad brought his present. m 
confinement upon him, and must unavoidably end i 
destruction. The other, with great alacrity, defei 
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hiB favorite amusement (or ratlior employment), and, 
having told his friend the great success ho had after his 
unluckily quitting the room, acquainted him with the acci- 
dent which followed, and which the reader, as well as 
Mr. Wild, hath had some intimation of before; adding, 
however, one circumstance not hitherto mentioned, viz.; 
that he had defended his money with the utmost bravery, 
and had dangerously wounded at least two of the three 
men that had attacked him. This behavior Wild, who 
not only knew the extreme readiness with which the 
booty had been delivered, but also the constant frigidity 
of the count's courage, highly applauded, and wished he 
liad been present to assist him. The count then pro- 
ceeded to animadvert on the carelessness of the watch, 
and the scandal it was to the laws that honest people 
could not walk the streets in safety ; and, after expatiat- 
ing some time on that subject, he asked Mr. Wild if he 
ever saw so prodigious a run of tuck {for so he chose to 
call bis winning, though he knew Wild was well 
acquainted with his having loaded dice in his pocket). 
The other answered it was indeed prodigious, and almost 
sufficient to justif,v any person who did not know him 
better in suspecting his fair play. " No man, i heUeve, 
dares call that in question," replied he. "No, surely," 
says Wild ; " you are well known to he a man of more 
honor ; but pray sir," continued he, " did the rascals rob 
you of all ?" " Every shilling," cries the other, with an 
cKitb ; " they did not leave me a single stake." 

While they were thus discoursing, Mr, Snap, with a 
gentleman who followed him, introduced Mr. Bagshot 
into the company. It seems Mr. Bagshot, immediately 
after his separation from Mr. Wild, returned to the gam- 
ing-table, where, having trusted to fortune that treasure 
which he had procured by his industry, the faithless god- 
dess committed a breach of trust, and sent Mr. Bagshot 
away with aa empty pockets as are to be found In any 
laced coat in the kmgdom. Now, as that gentleman was 
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Valking to a certain reputable house or shed in Conoii' 
jg;arden market be fortuned to meet with Mr. Soap, who 
^lad just returned Trom couveying the count to his lodg- 
ings, and was then walking to and fro before the gaming 
llouse door ; for you are to know, ray good reader, if you 
have never been a man of wit and pleasure about town, 
that as the voracious pike lieth snug tinder some weed 
before the mouth of any of those httle streams which dis- 
^arge themselves into a large river, waiting for the 
small fry which issue thereout, so hourly, before the door 
r mouth of these gaming-houses, doth Mr. Snap, or some 
other gentleman of his occupation, attend the issuing 
forth of the small fry of young gentlemen, to whom they 
deUver little slips of parchment, containing invitations ul 
the said gentlemen to their houses, together with oneHr. 
John Doe,* a person whose company is in great request. 
Mr. Snap, among many others of these billets happened 
to have one directed to Mr. Bagahot, being at tlie suit 
solicitation of one Mrs. Anne Sample, spinster, at wl 
bouse the said Bagshot had lodged several months. 
Thence he had inadvertently departed without taking ft' 
formal leave, on which account Mrs. Amie had taken Uus 
method of speaking with him 

Mr. Snap's house being now very full of good company, 
lie was obliged to introduce Mr. Bagshot into the count's 
.l^)artment, it being, as he said, the only chamber he had 
(o lock up in. Mr. Wild no sooner saw his friend than 
an eagerly to embrace him, and immediately 
n to the count, who received him with great civility, 
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CHAPTER XII. 



wpdrticvlart ntating to ilim Tvihy, which perhap* ma* not 
greatly turprim after tht former. The deacription of a verf 

! gentleman, and o dialogtie between Wild and the eottnt, in 
which piAlic virtue i» fust hinted at, with, etc 

Me. Snap had turned the key a very few minutes before 
a servant of the family called Mr. Bagshot out of the 
room, telling him there was a person below who desired 
to speak with him ; and this was no other than Miss 
I^tttia Snap, whose admirer Mr. Bag:shot liad long been, 
and in whose tender breast his passion had raised a more 
ardent llame than that which any of his rivals bad been 
able to raise. Indeed, she was so extremely fond of this 
youth that she often confessed to her female confidants, tf 
she could ever have listened to the thought of living with 
any one man, Mr. Bagsbot was he. Nor was she singu- 
lar in this inclination, many other young ladies being her 
rivals in this lover, who had all the great and noble (luali- 
fications necessary to form a true gallant, and which na- 
ture is seldom so extremely bountiful as to indulgetoany 
one person. We will endeavor, however, to describe 
them all with as much exactness as possible. He was then 
six feet high, had large calves, broad shoulders, a ruddy 
complexion, with brown curled hair, a modest assurance, 
and clean linen. He had indeed, it must be confessed, 
some small deficiencies to counterbalance these heroic 
qualities, for he was the silliest fellow in the world, could 
neither write nor read, nor had he a single grain or spark 
of honor, honesty, or good-nature in his whole composi< 
tioQ. 
As soon as Mr. Bagshot bad quitted the room, the 
^^Coimt, taking Wild by the hand, told him he had some- 
^■Bklug to communicate to him oE very great importance. 
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"I am very well convinced," Baid he, "that Bagehot is 
the person who robbed me." Wild started with great 
amazement at this discovery, and answered, with a most 
serions countenance, "I advise you to take care how yoo 
cast any such reflections on a man of Mr. Bsgshot's nica 
honor, for I am certain he will not bear it." " D — n hi» 
honor ! " quotli the enraged count ; ' ' nor can I bear being 
robbed ; I will apply to a justice of peace." Wild replied 
with great indignation, "Since you dare entertain such 
a suspicion against my friend I will henceforth disclaim 
all acquaintance with you. Mr. Bagshot is a man o£ 
honor and my friend, and consequently it is impoesiblfl " 
should be guilty of a bad action." He added much n 
to the same purpose, which had not the expected « 
with the count ; for the latter seemed still certain ■ 
the person, and resolute in applying for justice, wfaid 
said, he thought he owed to the public as well as b 
self. Wild then changed his countenance into a \ 
derision, and spoke as follows: "Suppose it should be J 
sible that Mr. Bagshot had, in a frolic (for I will c 
no other), taken tliis method of borrowing your n 
what will you get by prosecuting him ? Not yonr n 
again, for you hoar he was stripped at the { 
table " (of which Bagshot had during their short coni 
olation informed them ) ; you will get then an oppm 
of being still more out of pocket by the prosecution, 
other advantage you may promise yourself is the h 
blown up at every gaming-house in town, for that I will 
assure you of; and then much good may it do you to eit 
down with the satisfaction of having discharged wliat it 
seems you owe the public. I am ashamed of my own dis- 
cernment when I mistook you for a great man. Would 
it not he better for you to receive part (perhaps a*' 
your money again by a wise concealment? for, how 
aeedg* Mr. Bagshot may be now, if he hath really pUl 
this frolic with you, you may believe he will play il 
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, and when he ia in cash you may depend on a 
""restoration; ttEe law will be always in yonr power, and 
that is the last remedy which a brave or a wise man 
would resort to. Leave the affair therefore to me ; I will 
examine BagsHot, and, if I find he hath played you this 
trick, I will engage my own honor you shall in the end 
be no loser." The count answered, " If I was sure to be 
no loser, Mr. Wild, I apprehend you have a better opin- 
ion of my understanding than to imagine I would prose- 
cute a gentleman for the sake of the public. These are 
foolish words, of course, which we learn a ridiculous 
habit of speaking, and will often break from us without 
any design or meaning. I assure you, all I desire is a 
reimbursement ; and if I can by your means obtain that, 

the public may ; " concluding with a phrase too 

coarse to be inserted in a history of this kind. 

They were now informed that dinner was ready, and 
the company assembled below stairs, whither the reader 
may, if he please, attend the&e gentlemen. 

There sat down at the table Mr, Snap and the two Miss 
Snaps, hia daughters, Mr. Wild the elder, Mr, Wild the 
younger, the count, Mr. Bagshot, and a grave gentleman 
who had formerly had the honor of carrying arms in a 
regiment of foot, and who was now engaged in the 
office (perhaps a more profitable one) of assisting or fol- 
lowing Mr. Snap in the execution of the laws of his coun- 
try. 

Nothing very remarkable passed at dinner. The con- 
versation (as is usual in polite company) rolled chiefly on 
what they were then eating and what they bad lately 
eaten. In this the military gentleman, who had served 
in Ireland, gave them a very particular account of a new 
manner of roasting potatoes, and others gave an account 
of other dishes. In short, an indifferent bystander would 
have concluded from their discourse that they had all 
come into this world for no other purpose than to fill 
bellies; and indeed, if this was not the chief, it is probable 
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I was the most innocent dosign Nature bad in t 

>rinatioD. 

As Boon as the dish was removed, and the ladies 
tired, the count proposed a ^me at hazard, which 
immediately assented to by the whole company, and, 
dice bcdng immediately brought in, the count took up ths 
box and demanded who would set him ; to which do 
made any answer, imagining perhaps the count's pocketa 
to be more empty than they were ; for, in reality, ~ 

■entleman (notwithstanding what he had heartily si 

o Mr. Wild) had, since hia arrival at Mr. Snap's, 
veyed a piece of plate to pawn, by which means he had 
furnished himself with tea guineas. The count, tb^«- 
fore,perceivjng tliis backwardness inliis friends, and prob> 
ably somewhat guessing at the cause of it^ took the said 
guineas out of his pocket, and threw them on the table ; 
when lo I (such is the force of example) all the rest began 
to produce their funds, and immediately, a coi 
aum glittering in their eyes, the game began. 






CHAPTER Xni. 



1 dtapUr of which we a 
onaaour cbef-d'cBuv 
the devil, and at ni 



! extremely vain, and whJcft {adeedw 
»; containing a mmder/uj story eONM 
a scene of honor as ever- happened. 



Mr reader, I believe, even if he be agamester, would u 
tiiank me for an exact relation of every man's succee 
let it suffice then that they played till the whole mo^ 
vanished from the table. Whether the devil himself c 
ried it away, as some suspected, I will not determine ; t 
very surprising it was that every person protested he h 
lost, nor could anj'one guess who, unless the devil, 
won. 
But though very probable it is ihni this arch fiend I 
ime share in the booty, it is likely be had not all j ] 
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^^■j^hot 'being imagined to be a consiilerahle winner, nob- 
^^Wttistandjng his assertions to the contrary ; for he was 
seen by several to convey money often into his pocket ; 
and what is still a little stronger presumption is, that the 
grave gentleman whom we have mentioned to have served 
his country in two lionorable capacities, not being willing 
to trust alone to the evidence of his eyes, had frequently 
dived into the said Bagshot's pocket, whence (as he tells 
us in the apology for bis life, afterwards published )• 
though he might extract a few pieces, he was very sensi- 
ble he had left many behind. The gentleman had long 
mdulged his curiosity in this way before Mr. Bagahot, in 
the heat of gaming, had perceived him ; but, as Bagshot 
was now leaving off play, he discovered this ingenious 
feat of dexterity ; upon which, leaping up from his chair 
in violent passion, he cried out, "T thought I had been 
among gentlemen and men of honor, but d — n me, I find 
we have a pickpocket in company." The scandalous 
sound of this word ejttremely alarmed the whole board, 

noi- did they all show less surprise than the Con n 

(whose not sitting of late is much lamented) would ex- 
press at bearing there was an atheist in the room ; but it 
more particularly affected the gentleman at whom it was 
lox-eiled, though it was not addressed to him. He like- 
wise started from hischair, and, with a fierce countenance 
and accent, said, " Do you mean me ? D — n your eyes, 
you are a rascal and a scoundrel ! " Those words would 
have been immediately succeeded by blows had not the 
company interposed, and with strong arm withheld the 
two antagonists from each other. It was, however, a 
long time before they could be prevailed on to sit down ; 
which being at last happily brought about, Mr. "Wild, the 
elder, who was a well-disposed old man, advised them to 
shake hands and be friends ; but the gentleman who had 

• Rot In k book bj lUeU. in Imllatloo of BOma other lucb 
dlnMr^kocouotieCc., where all tbe apolosloa tor the llresoi mgua 
irblcb b»<r« been publljlied «ltbia theaa twooty yevB abould bkva bi 
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deceived the first affront absolutely refused it, And swan 
he would have the mllain's blood. Mr. Snap highly a|k 
plauded the resolution, and affirmed that the affront was 
by no means to be put up by any who bore the uame of » 
^ntleman, and that unless his friend resented it properly 
he would never execute another warrant in his company ; 
that he had always looked upon htm as a man of honor, 
and doubted not but he would prove himself so ; and tlial. 
It it was his own case, nothing should persuade him to 
put up such an affront without proper satisfaction. Tbo 
count likewise spoke on the same side, and the parties 
themselves muttered several short sentences purportjag 
their intentions. At last Mr. Wild, our hero, rising slow- 
ly from his seat, and having fixed the attention of ail 
present, began as follows: "I have heard wiUi inQtut« 
pleasure everything which the two gentlemen who spoke 
last have said with relation to honor, nor can any man 
possibly entertain a. higher and nobler sense of that word, 
nor a greater esteem of its inestimable value than myself. 
If we have no name to express it by in our Cant Diction- 
ary, it were well to be wished we had. It is indeed the 
essential (Quality of a gentleman, and which no man who 
was great in the field or on the road (as others ex- 
press it) can possibly be without. But alas I gentlem^, 
what pity is it that a word of such sovereign use and vir- 
tue should have so uncertain and various an applicataon 
that scarce two people mean the same thing by it. Do 
Dot some by honor mean good-nature and humanity, 
which weak minds call virtues ? How then I Must we 
deny it to the great, the brave, the noble ; to the sackei 
of towns, the plunderers of provinces, and the conquen 
of kingdoms? Were not these men of honor? and j 
they scorn those pitiful qualities 1 have mentioned, 
some few (or I mistake) include the idea of bones^ I 
their honor. And shall we then say that no man i 
withholds from another what law, or justice perhau 
calls his own, or who greatly and boldly deprives I 
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such property, is a man of honor ? Heaven forbid I should 
say so in this, or, indeed, in any other good company ! la 
honor truth ? No ; it is not in the lies going from us, but 
in its coming to us, our honor is injured. Doth it then 
consist in what the vulgar call cardinal virtues? It would 
be an affront to your understandings to suppose it, since 
we see every day so many men of honor without any. In 
what then doth the word honor consist ? Why, in itself 
alone. A man of honor is he that is called a man of 
boner ; and while he is so called he so remains, and no 
longer. Think not anything a man commits can forfeit 
his honor. Look abroad into the world ; the PBIQ, while 
ho flourishes, is a man of honor ; when in jail, at the bar, 
or the tree, he is so no longer. And why is this distinc- 
tion ? Not from his actions ; for those are often as well 
known in his flourishing estate as they are afterwards ; 
but because men, I mean those of his own party or gang, 
call him a man of honor in the former, and cease to call 
him so in the latter condition. Let us see then; how hath 
Mr. Bagshot injured the gentleman's honor P Why, he 
hath called him a pickpocket; and that, probably, by a 
severe construction and a long roundabout way of reason* 
ing, may seem a little to derogate from his honor, if con- 
sidered in a very nice sense. Admitting it, therefore, for 
argument's sake, to be some small imputation on his hon- 
or, lot Mr. Bagshot give him satisfaction ; let him doubly 
and triply repair this oblique injury by directly assorting 
that he believes he is a man of honor," The gentleman 
answered he was content to refer it to Mr. Wild, and 
whatever satisfaction be thought sufficient he would ac- 
cept. "Let him give me my money again first," said 
Bagshot, "and then I will call him a man of honor with 
all my heart.*' The gentleman then protested he had not 
any, which Snap seconded, declaring he had bis eyes on 
bim all the while ; but Bagshot remained still unsatisfled, 
till Wild, rapping out a hearty oath, swore he had not 
token a single farthing, adding that whoever asserted the 
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contraiy gave Urn the Ue, and he would rectent iL 
And now, snch was the ascendancy of this gmat man, 
that Bagahot iioinediately acquiesced, and performed the 
ceremonies required ; and thus, by the exquisite address 
of our hero, this quarrel, which had bo fatal an aspect, 
and which between two persons so extremely jealous ol 
their honor would most certainly have produced very 
dreadful consequences, 'oroB happily concluded. 

Mr. Wild was indeed a little interested in this affair, as 
he himself had set the gentleman to work, and had 
received the greatest part of the booty; and as to Mr- 
Snap's deposition in his favor, it was the usual height to 
which the ardor of that worthy person's friendship too 
frequently hurried him. It was his constant maxim thM 
he was a pitiful fellow who would stick at a little roppi 
for his friend. 



CHAPTER XrV. 

£i Khieh the hiatorj/ of oBeatmksb is eontinwd. 

Matters being thus reconciled, and the gaming < 
from reasons before hinted, the company proceeded 
drink about with the utmost cheerfulness and friendship; 
drinking healths, shaking hands, and professing the most 
perfect affection for each other. All which were not in 
the least interrupted by some designs which they then 
agitated in their minds, and which they intended to exe- 
cute as soon as the liquor had prevailed over some of their 
understandings, Bagshot and the gentlemen intending to 
rob each other; Mr, Snap and Mr. Wild the elder medi- 
tating what other creditors they could find out to charge 
the gentlemen then in custody with ; the count hoping to 
renew the play, and Wild, our hero, laying a design la 
put Bagshot out of the way, or, as thft vulgar e 

'Bofpinf; a & cant word tor parjnry. 
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to hang' him with the first opportunity. But none of 
these ^reat desl(;ns could at present be put in execution, 
for Mr. Snap being soon after summoned abroad on busi- 
ness of great moment, which required likewise the assists 
anoe of Mr. "Wild the elder and his other friend, and as he 
did not care to trust to the nimblcness of the count's 
heels, of which he had already had some experience, he 
declared he must lock up for thatevening. Here, reader, 
if thou pleasest, as wo are in no great haste, we will stop 
and make a simile. As when their lap is llnished, the 
cautious huntsman to their kennel gathers the nimble- 
footed hounds, they with lank ears and tails slouch sul- 
lenly on, whilst he, with his whippers-in, follow close to 
their heels, regardless of then- dogged humor, till, havmg 
seen them sate within the door, he turns the key, and 
then retires to whatever business or pleasure calls him 
thence; so with lowering countenance and relucta.nt steps 
mounted the count and Bagshot to their chamber, or 
rather kennel, whither they were attended by Snap and 
those who followed him, and where Snap, having seen 
them deposited, very contentedly locked the door and 
departed. And now, reader, we will, in imitation of the 
truly laudable custom of the world, leave these our good 
friends to deliver themselves as they can, and pursue the 
thri%-ing fortunes of Wild, our hero, who, with that great 
aversion to satisfaction and content which is inseparably 
Incident to great mind s, began to enlarge his views with 
his prosperity; foiftms restless, amiable disposition, this 
noble avidity whicTPincreases with feeding, is the first 
principle or constituent quality of these our great meS^ to 
whom, in their passage on to greatness, it happens as to a 
traveler over tho Alps, or, if this be a too far-fetched smiile, 
t« one who travels westward overthehills near Bath, where 
the simile was indeed made. He sees not the end of his 
journey at once ; but, passing on from scheme to scheme, 
and from hill to hill, with noble constancy, resolving still 
to attain the summit on which ho bath fixed his eye, how- 
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ever dirty the roads may be through which lie stt 

he at length arrives at some vile inn, where ho ft 

kind of entertainment nor convoniency for repose. X^ 
fancy, reader, if thou bast ever traveled in these roads, 
one part of my simile is sufficienUyapparent{and, indeed, 
in all these illustrations, one side is generally much more 
apparent than the other); but, believe rae, if the otbxr 
doth not so evidently appear to thy satisfaction, it is from 
no other reason than because thou art unacquainted wltti 
these great men, and hast not had sufQclent iuslructton, 
leisure, or opportunity, to consider what happens to those 
who pursue what is generally undei-stood by grbatnbbs; 
(or surely, if thou hadst animadverted, not only on tbfl 
many perils to which great men are daily liable while 
they are in their progress, but hadst discerned, as it were 
Qirough amicroscope (for it is invisible to the naked eye), 
that diminutive speck of happiness which they attain even 
in the consummation of their wishes, thou wouldst lament 
with me the unhappy fate of these great men, on whom 
nature bath set so superior a mark, that the rest of nuui- 
Idnd are bom for their use and emolument only and be 
Bpt to cry out, " It is a pity that those for whose pleas- 
lire and pfoQt mankind are to labor and sweat, to be 
hacked and hewed, to be pillaged, plundered, and every 
way destroyed, should reap so ltttlx advantage from all 
the miseries they occasion to others," For my part, I 
own myself of that humble kind of mortals who consider 
themselves born for the behoof of some great man or 
other, and could I behold his happiness car\'ed out of the 
labor and ruin of a thousand such reptiles as i 
might with satisfaction exclaim, Sic, sicjuvat: bub n 
I behold one great man starving with hunger and f 

^ with cold, in the midst of fifty thousand who are s 
daring iho same evils for his diversion ; when I t 

kQother, whose own mind is a more abject slave to I 
D greatness, and is more tortured and racked by it tJ 

2ioBe of all his vaaeals; lastly, when I consider i ~ 
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Kuatioiw rooted out only to bring tears into the eyes 
' of a great man, not, indeed, because he hath ex- 
tirpated 80 many, but because he had no more nations 
to extirpate, then truly I ara almost inclined to 
wish that nature had spared us this her hasterpiecb, 
and that no orkat man had ever been bom into the 
world. 

But to proceed with our history, which wiJi, we hope, 
produce much better lessons, and more instructive, than 
any we can preach. Wild was no sooner retired to a 
night-cellar than he began to reflect on the sweets he had 
that day enjoyed from the labors of others, viz., fli-st 
from Mr. Bagshot, who had for his use robbed the count; 
and, secondly, from the gentleman, who, for the same 
good purpose, had picked the pocket of Bagshot. He 
then proceeded to reason thus with himself " The art of 
policy is the art of multiplication, the degroes of great- 
ness being constituted by those two little words more and 
leas. Mankind are first property to be considered under 
two grand divisions, those that use their own hands, and 
those who employ the hands of others. The former are 
the base and rabble; the latter, the genteel part of the 
creation. The mercantile part of the world, therefore, 
wisely use the term employing hands, anA justly prefer 
eacli other as they employ more or fewer: for thus one 
merchant says he is greater than another because he 
employs more hands. And now indeed the merchant 
should seem to challenge some character of greatness, 
did we not necessarily come to a second division, viz. of 
tJiose who employ hands for the use of the community in 
which they live, and of those who employ hands merely 
for their own use, without any regard to the benefit of 
society. Of the former sort are the yeoman, the manu- 
facturer, the merchant, and perhaps the gentleman. The 
first of these being to manure and cultivate his native 
soil, and to employ hands to produce the fruits of the earth. 
The second being to improve them by employing hands 
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lUtewise, and to produce from them those userul < 
modities which serve as well for tlie convenieDces I 
necessaries of Me. The third is to employ hands for tl 
exportation of the redundance of our own commoditiis, 
and to exchange them witti the redundances of forei^ 
nations, and thus every soil and every climate may en- 
joy the fruits of the whole earth. [The gentleman is, bj 
iCmploying hands, likewise to embellish his couut^y wltb 
de improvement of arts and sciences, with the muMne 
and executing good and wholesome laws for the presenra- 
tion of property and the distribution of justJce, and la 
several other manners to be useful to society. Now we 
come to the second part of this division; viz. of those 
Who employ hands for their own use only: and tJiisis 
that noble and great part who are generally distinguished 
into conquerors, absolute princes, statesmen, and prtm^ 
Kow all these differ from each other in greatness only— 
they employ more or /ewer hands. And Alexander tiu 
Great was only greater than a captain of one of the Tar- 
tarian or Arabian hordes, as he was at the head of ft 
larger number. In what then is a single prig Inferior lo 
any other great man, but because he employs his 
hands only; for he is not on that account to be levdled 
With the base and vulgar ^ b ecause he employs his 
hands for his own use only, (^w, suppose a prig had ts 
many tools as any prime minUter ever had, would he not 
he as great as any prime minister whatsoever Y Un- 
doubtedly he wouI33 What then have I to do in the pur. 
suit of greatness but to procure a gang, and to make the 
use of this gang centre in myself F This gang shall rob 
for me only, receiring very moderate rewaixls for their 
actions; out of this gang I will prefer to my favor tlie 
boldest and most iniquitous (as the vulgar express it); 
the rest I will, from time to time, as I see occasion, trans- 
port and hang at my pleasure; and^us (which I take 
to be the highest excellence of 3,prig) convert those laws 
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irbkA are made for tbe beacAt and pr o tert ioa of hmk^ 
to rnvmigto iiae,'? 

Having: thos preeoneeind Ina uriiwnf, be aaw nMaa^ 
yr^aMug to patit in inunediate fxamliwi bnt tfcat viocli 
is indeed tlu tMiginning a* wcU aaUwecd of aOLmnaa 
devkes: I mean mowy. Of vliidi awnmndity be was 
poaseased of no more tlan siz^-fiTe pmnaa, facing aH 
that remained frran the dooUe beoefita be bad made of 
Bagshot, and wfakhdid not seem soAciexit to riirnikb bis 
hotiae, and ererj other cocToiieDeeneoemarTfca' BO erand 
an nndert^ing. He rastdred, th«Tcfeir«, to gr, immedi- 
to the gaming house, whidi was then sittic^, not v* moch 
witb an ratmUaa tA ^tnnting to iarXaat as to iA»y the 
sorer card of attaflrinc the winner in b»i vay faMoe. On 
his arrival, however, be thoo^t he mi^t aa well try tarn 
success at the dice, and nserve the cKher r«aoiire«as liia 
lastexpedioit. He according v &at down to (^7, and aa 
Fortnne, no more than others of Itor sex, is ittmerttA \o 
distfibate her favors with stfict regard to ^reat UMxrtal 
endowments so oar hero lost ei'cr7^rthisg in hupoclcet. 
This loss however he bore with great coojit&ncj' of mutd, 
and with as great compostue of a^tect. To «av truth, 
he considered the moner as oolj lent for a ft^ort time, or 
rather indeed as dqiosited with a ba&lu:r. H« tb«Ti re- 
solved to hare immediate recounie to Lishunrr htn>t«^«m. 
and, casting his eyes roond the rooui, L*; w^tu ptrceived 
a gentleman sitting in a disconaolat« ^^\'iv., ^ifi Msemed 
a proper instrmnent or tool tor iun purpofte. In kbort 
(to be as ctracise as poesiMe in thexe least ntUning part* 
of oar bistorf). Wild accosted this maa, Koooded faim, 
found him fit to execute, pn^ioMd the matter, received a 
ready acocnt. and, having fixed on tbe pen>oo who seemed 
that evening the greatest favorite of fortuiie, they posted 
tbemaelTes in tbe most proper pAace to surprue the ene- 
my as he was retiring to his quarters, where be was soon 
attacked, snbdoed, and plundered; bnt indeed of no con- 
Bideratde boo^; for it seems this gentleman played on » 
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common stocky and had deposited liis winnings at tbe 
scene of action, nor had he any more than two shillings 
in his pocket when he was attacked. 

This was so cruel a disappointment to Wild, and so 
sensihly affects us, as no douht it will the reader, that^ 
as it must disqualify us both from proceeding any 
farther at present, we will now take a little breath, and 
therefore we shall here dose this book. 
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BOOK II. 



CHAPTER I. 

'CTujractera of willy people, with the proper tuea for which m 
designed. 

OsE reason why we chose to end our first book, as we 
did, with the last chapter, was, that we are now obliged 
to produce two characters of a stamp entirely different 
from what we have hitherto dealt in. Those persons are 
of that pitiful order of mortals wl\o are in contempt called 
good-natured ; being indeed sent into the world by na- 
ture with the same design with which men put little fish 
into a pilte-pond in order to be devoured by that voracious 
water-hero. 

But to proceed with our history; Wild, having shared 
the booty in much the same manner as before, i. e., taken 
three-fourths of it, amounting to eighteen- pence, was now 
retiring to rest, in no very happy mood, when by accident 
he met with a young fellow who had formerly been hLs 
companion, and indeed intimate friend, at school. It 
hath been thought that friendship is usually nursed by 
similitude of manuei-s, but the contrary had been the 
case between these lads; for whereas Wild was rapacious 
and intrepid, the other had always more regard for his 
skin than his money ; Wild therefore had very generously 
compassionated this defect in his schoolfellow, and had 
brought him off from many scrapes, into most of which 
he had first drawn him, by taking the fault and whipping 
to himself. He had always indeed been well paid on such 
occasions ; but there are a sort of people who, together 
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with tiie best of the bargain, will be sure to have tiie 4 
; ligation too on their side; so it had happened here: forfl 
poor lad had considered himself in the hig-bost degree 
obliged to Mr. Wild, and had contracted a very great 
. and friendship for him; the traces of which 
an absence of many ^'ears had not in the least effaced in 
his mind. He no sooner knew Wild, therefore, than be 
accosted him in the most friendly manner, and invited 
him home with him to breakfast (it being now near nine 
in the morning), which ln\itation our hero-with Do great 
difficulty consented to. This young man, who was about 
Wild's age, had some time before set up in the trade of a 
jeweler, in the materials or stock for which he had laid 
out the greatest part of a little fortune, and had married 
tk very agreeable woman for love, by whom he then had 
two children. As our reader is to be more acquainted 
with this person, it may not be improper to open some- 
what of his character, especially as it will serve as a kind 
of foil to the noble and great disposition of our hero, and 
Bs the one seems sent into this world as a proper object 
on which the talents of the other were to be diapla^-edi 
with a proper and just success. 

Mr. Thomas Heartfree then (for that was his name) 
was of an honest and open disposition. He was of that 
fiort of men whom experience only, and not their own na- 
tures, must inform that there are such things as deceit 
and hypocrisy in the world, and who, consequently, are 
not at flve-and-t^'enty so difficult to be imposed upon as 
tho oldest and most subtle. He was possessed of several 
great weaknesses of mind, being good-natured, friendly, 
and generous to a great excess. Ho had, indeed, too 
little regard to common justice, for ho bad forgiven some 
debts to his acquaintanc« only because they could not 
pay him, and had intrusted a bankrupt, on his setting up 
a second time, from having been convinced that he bad 
dealt in his bankruptcy with a fair and honeat heart, and 
that he bad broke through misfortune only, and not from 
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■beglect or imposture. He was withal so silly a fellow 
' that he iie\'«r took the least advanta^ of the ignorance 
of his customers ? and coutented himself with very moder^ I 
ate gains on bis goods ; which ho was the better enabled 1 
to do, notwithstanding bis generosity, because his life 
was extremely temperate, his expenses being solely con- 
fined to the cheerful eiit«rtainmeut of his fnends at home, 
and now and then a moderate glass of wine, in which be 
indulged himself in the company of his wife, who, with 
an agreeable person, was a uiean-spirited, poor, domestic, 
low-bred animal, who confined herself mostly to the care 
of her family, placed her happiness in her husband and 
her children, followed no expensive fashions or diversions, 
and indeed rarely went abroad, unless to return the \'isitB 
of a few plain neighbors, and twice a year afforded hor^ 
self, in company with her husband, the diversion of a 
play, where she never sat in a higher place than the pit. 

To this silly woman did this silly fellow introduce the 
Gbkat Wild, informing her at the same time of their 
school acquaintance and the many obligations ho had re- 
ceived from him. This simple woman no sooner heard 
her husband had been obhged to her guest than her eyes 
sparkled on him with a benevolence which is an emanation 
from the heart, and of which great and noble minds, 
whose hearts never swell but with an injury, can have no 
very adequate idea ; it is therefoi'e no wonder that our 
hero should misconstrue, as he did, the poor, innocent, 
and simple affection of Mrs. Heartfree towards her hua- 
band's friend for that great and generous passion which 
fires the eyes of a modeirn heroine when the colonel is so 
kind as to indulge his city creditor with partaking of his 
table to-day and of his bed to-morrow. Wild, therefore, 
instantly returned the compliment as he understood it, 
wiUi his eyes, and presently after bestowed many enco- 
miums on her beauty, with which, perhaps, she, who was 
a woman, though a good one, and misapprehended the 
desi^rn, was not displeased any more than tiie husband. 
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When breakfast was ended, and the wife retired to bcr 
household affairs, Wild, who had a quick discemtnent 
into the weaknesses of men, and who, besides the knowl- 
edge of his good (or foolish) disposition when a boy, had 
now discovered several sparks of goodness, friendship, 
and generosity in his friend, began to discourse orer t^ 
accidents which had happened in their childhofxl, and 
took frequent occasions of reminding him of those favors 
which we have before mentioned his having conferred on 
him ; he then proceeded to the most vehement profes- 
aons of friendship, and to the most ardent expressions 
of joy in this renewal of their acquaintance. He al 
last told him, with great seeming pleasure, that he 
believed ho had an opportunity of serving him by tiw 
recommendation of a gentleman to his custom, who was 
then on the brink of marriage. " And, if bo be not already 
engaged, I will," says he, " endeavor to prevwl on him 
to furnish his lady with jewels at your shop." 

Heartfree was not backward in thanks to our bero, 
and, after many earnest soUcitations to dinner, whkli 
were refused, they parted for the first time. 

But here, as it occurs to our memory that our readers 
may be surprised (an accident which sometimes happens 
in histories of this kind) how filr. Wild the elder, in his 
present capacity, should have been able to maintaio bis 
son at a reputable school, as this appears to have been, 
it may be necessary to Inform him that Mr. Wild himself 
was tiien a tradesman in good business, but, by misfor- 
tunes in the world, to wit, extravagance and gaming, be 
had reduced himself to that honorable occupation wU 
we have formerly mentioned. 

Having cleared up this doubt, we will now pursual 
bero, who forthwith repaired to the count, and, \am 
first settled preliminary articles concerning distributi 
be acquainted him with the scheme which he had toi 
against Heartfree ; and after consulting proper met 
to put it in execution, they began to concert met 
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the enlargement of the count ; on -which the first, and 
indeed only point to be considered, was to raise money, 
not to pay his debts, for that would have required an 
immense sum, and vas contrary to his inclination or 
intention, but to procure him bail ; for as to his escape, 
Mr. Snap had taken such precautions that it appeared 
absolutely hnpossible. 



Great example* o/OREATNCsstn Wiid,tho%enaiwtltbshUbthavlor 
to Bagthot a»inaacheme laid, fir*!, to impote on Htartfret 6y 
meana of the eoujit, and then to cheat the count of the booty. 

Wild undertook therefore to extract some money from 
Bagshot, who, notwithstanding- the depredations made 
on him, had carried ofT a pretty considerable booty from 
their engagement at dice the preceding day. He found 
Mr. Bagshot in expectation of his bail, and, with a coun- 
tenance full of concern, which he could at any time, with 
wonderful art, put on, told him that all was discovered ; 
that the count, knew him, and iiit«ntlod to prosecute Iiim 
for the robberj', "had not I exerted (said he) my utmost 
interest, and with great difficulty prevailed on him in 

case you i-efund the money " — " Refund the money I" 

cried Bagshot, " that is in your power : for you know 
what aa inconsiderable part of it fell to my share." — 
" How !" replied Wild, " is this your gratitude to me for 
saving your life ? For your own conscience must con- 
vince you of your guilt, and with how much certainty tha 
gentleman can give evidence against you." — "Marry, 
come up 1" quoth Bagshot ; " I believe my lite alone will 
not bo in danger. I know those who are as guilty aa my- 
self. Do you tell me of conscience ?"—" Yes, sirrah!" 
answered our hero, taking him by the collar ; " and since 
you dare threaten me I will show you the difference be- 
tween committing a robbery and conniving at it, which is 
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all I can charge myself with. I own indeed I i 
when you showed me a sum of money, that yoa bad 
not oorae honestly by it." — "How!" says Bagshot, 
frightened out of one-half of his wits, and amazed oat of 
the other, "can you deny?" — "Yes, you rascal,** an- 
swered Wild, " I do deny everything ; and do you find a 
witness to prove it ; and, to show you how little apprv- 
bension I Lave of your power to hurt me, I will have you 
apprehended this moment." At which words he offered 
to break from him ; but Bagshot laid hold of bis skirts, 
and, with an altered tone and manner, begged him itotft 
be 60 impatient. "Refund then, sirrah," cries 
"and perliaps I may tal^e pity on yoa." — " What e 
refund?" answered Bagshot. — "Everj- farthing in ; 
pocket," replied Wild ; " then I may have some compi 
sion on you, and not only save your life, but, out of an 
excess of generosity, may return you something." At 
which words Bagshot seeming to hesitate. Wild pret«Dded 
to make to the door, and rapt out an oath of veogeaooe 
with so violent an emphasis, that his friend no longer 
presumed to balance, hut suffered Wild to search his 
pockets and draw forth aU he found, to the amount of 
twenty-one guineas and a half, which last piece our gtO' 
erous hero returned him again, telling him he might I 
sleep secure, but ad\Tsed him for the future i 
threaten his frieuds. 

Thus did our hero execute the greatest explnts ' 
the utmost ease imaginable, by means of those b 
ent quaUties which nature had indulged him with, ^ 
bold heart, a thundering voice, and a steady couuteni 

Wild now returned to the count, and informed him that 
he had got ten guineas of Bagshot : for, with great and 
commendable prudence, he sunk the other eleven into his 
own pocket, and told him with that money h© would pro- 
cure him bail, which he after prevailed on his father, and 
another gentleman of the same occupation, to b 
two guineas each ; so that he made lawful prize < 
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more, making Bagsliot debtor for the whole ten ;\for such 
w«re his great abilities, and so vast the compass of his 
understanding', that he never made any bargain without 
overreaching' (or, m tb^ vulgar phrase, cheating) the per- 
Bon with whom ho dea^^ 

The count being, hy these means, enlarged, tho first 
thing they did, in order to procure credit from trades- 
men, was the taking a handsome house ready furnished 
in one o( the now streets ; in which as soon as tho count 
was settled, they proceeded to furnish him with servants 
and equipage, and all the insignia of a large estate 
proper to impose on poor Heartfree. These being all ob- 
tauied. Wild made a second visit to his friend, and with 
much joy in his countenance acquainted him that he had 
succeeded in his endeavors, and that the gentleman had 
promised to deal with him for the jewels which he in- 
tended to present his bride, and which were designed to 
be very splendid and costly ; he therefore appointed h im 
to go to the count the next morning, and carry with him 
a sot of the richest and most beautiful jewels he had, giv- 
ing him at the same time some hints of the count's ignor- 
ance of that commodity, and that he might extort what 
price of liim he pleasod ; but Heartfree told him, not 
without some disdain, that he scorned to take any 
such advantage ; and, after expressing much grati- 
tude to hisfriend for his recommendation, he promised 
to carry the jewels at the hour and to the place ap- 
pointed. 

I am sensible that the reader, if be hath but the least 
notion of greatness, must have such a contempt for the 
extreme folly of this fellow, that be will be very little 
concerned at any misfortunes which may befall him m 
the sequel ; for to have no suspicion that an old school- 
fellow, with whom he had, in his tenderest years, con- 
tracted a friendship, and who, on the accidental renewing 
of their acquaintance, had professed the most passionate 
regard for him, should bo very ready to impose on blm 
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in short, to conceive that a frieod should, of his own s& 
cord, 'vithout any view to his own interest, endeavor to 
do him asen'ice, must argue such weakness of mind, sock 
i^orance of the world, and such an artless, simple, ud- 
desiirnin^ heart, as must render the person poeseesed ol 
it the lowest creature and the properest object of oon- 
tempt imaginable in the eyes of every man of UDderstaml- 
ing and discernment. 

Wild remembered that his friend Heartfree's faults 
were rather in his heart than in his head ; that, thou^ 
he was so mean a fellow that he was never capable o( 
laying a desig:n to injure any human creature, yet was he 
by no means a fool, nor liable to any gross Impositicm, 
unless where his heart betrayed him. He therefore tn- 
structed the count to take only one of his jewels at the 
first interview, and to reject the rest as not fine enough, 
and order him to provide some richer. He said this man- 
agement would prevent Heartfrec from expecting ready 
money for the jewel lie brought with him, which the 
count was presently to dispose of, and by means of that 
money, and his great abilities at cards and dice, to get 
together as large a sum as possible, which he was to pay 
down to Heartfree at the delivery of the set of jewels, who 
would be thus void of all manner of suspicion, and n 
not fail to give him credit for the residue. 

By this contrivance, it will appear in the sequel i 
Wild did not only propose to make the impositdcH 
Heartfree, who was (hitherto) void of all suspicion, more 
certain; but to rob the count himself of this sura. This 
double method of cheating the very tools who are otu 
struments to cheat others is the superlative dej 
greatness, and is probably, as far as any spirit i 
over with clay can carry it, falling very little i 
diabolism itself. 

This method was immediately put in execution, i 
count the first day took only a wngle brilhant, n 
about three hundred pounds, and ordered 
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earrings, and solitaire, or the value of three thousand 
more, to be prepared by that day sevcnnight. 

This interval was employed by Wild in prosecuting his 
scheme of raising a gang, io which he met with such suc- 
cess, that within a few days be had levied several bold 
and resolute fellows, tit for any enterprise, how danger- 
ous or great soever. 

I We have before remarked that the truest mark of 
preatness is insatiability. Wild had covenanted with the 
ount to receive three-fourths of the booty, and had, at 
ilie same time, covenanted with himself to secure the other 
fourth part likewise, for which be had formed a very 
great and noble design ; but he now saw with concern 
that sum which was to be received in hand by Heartfree 
in danger of being absolutely lost. In order therefore to 
possess himself of thatlikewise, he contrived that the jew- 
els should be brought m the afternoon, and that Heart- 
free should be detained before the count could see him; 
so that the night should overtake him in his return, when 
two of his gang were ordered to attack and plunder him, 



^ CHAPTER III. 

{Jontaining »eenetof eo/tneis, love, and tionor, all in the okkat style. 
Itai count had disposed of his jewel for its full value, 
and this he had by dexterity raised to a thousand pounds; 
this sum therefore he paid down to Heartfree, promising 
him tJie rest within a month. His house, his equipage, 
his appearance, but, above all, a certain plausibility in 
his voice and behavior, would have deceived any but one 
whose great and wise heart bad dictated to him somfs- 
thing within which would have secured him from any 
danger of imposition from without. Heartfree therefore 
did not in the li^ast scruple giving him credit; but, as he 
had in reality procured those jewels of another, his 
tittle stock not being able to furnish anyUiiug so valuable^ 
W— 5 
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e begged the couat would be so kind to ^ve his not 
Ihe money, payable at tJie time he mentioned; vrhich 
gentlemaQ did not in the least scruple ; so he paid him tba 
thousand pounds In specie, and gave his note for two 
thousand eight hundred pounds more to HearLfree, who 
burnt with gratitude to Wild for the noble customer he 
'bad recommended to him. 

As soon as Heartfree was departed, Wild, who waited 
in another room, came in and received the casket trom 
the count, it ha\-ing been agreed betwoea them that tUs 
should be deposited in his hands, as he was the original 
contriver of the scheme, and was to have the largost 
share. Wild, having received the casket, olfered to meet 
the count late that evening to come to a di\-ision, but sudi 
vas the latter's confldence in the honor of our hero, that 
lie said, if it was any mconvenience to hmi, the next morn- 
ing would do altogether as well. This was more agree- 
able to Wild, and accordingly, an appointment being 
made 'for that purpose, he set out In haste to pursue 
Heartfree to the place where the two gentlemen were 
ordered to meet and attack him. Those gentlemen wilii 
noble resolution executed their purpose; they attaclced 
and spoded the enemy of the whole sum he had received 
trom the count. 

As soon as the engagement was over, and Heartfree 
left sprawling on the ground, our hero, who wisely de- 
clined trusting the booty in his friends' hands, though he 
tad good experience of their honor, made off after the 
conquerors : at length, they being all at a place of safety, 
"Wild, according to a previous agreement, received nine- 
tenths of the tmoty : the subordinate heroes did indeed 
jirofess some little unwillingness (perhaps more than was 
strictly consistent with honor) to perform their contract ; 
■but Will], partly by argument, but more by oaths and 
ihreatenings, prevailed with them to fulfill their promise; 

Oar hero having thus, with wonderful address, broi 
fhis great and glorious action to a happy conclosioii. 
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solved to relax his mmd after his fati^e, in the coiiver> 
satioQ of the fair. He therefore set forwards to his lovely 
Lsetltia; but in his way accidentallyraetvrithayoung lady 
of bis acquaintance, Miss Molly Straddle, who was taking 
the air in Bridges street. Miss Molly, seeing Mr. Wild, 
stopped him, and with a famUiarity peculiar to a genteel 
Uiwn education, tapped or rather slapped htm on the back, 
and asked him to treat her with a pint of wine at a neigh- 
boring tavern. The hero, though he loved the chaste 
Lffititia with excessive tenderness, was not of that low 
sniveling breed of mortals who, as it is generally ex- 
pressed. He themselves to a vioman's apron-stringa ; 
in a word, who are tainted with that mean, base, low \-ice, 
or virtue as it is called, of constancy ; therefore he imme- 
diately consented, and attended her to a tavern famous 
for excellent wine, known by the name of the Rummer 
and Horseshoe, where they retired to a room by them- 
selves. Wild was very vehement in his addresses, but to 
no purpose ; the young lady declared she would grant no 
favor till ho had made her a present ; this was imme- 
diately complied with, and the lover made as happy as he 
could desire. 

The immoderate fondness which Wild entertained for 
his dear I^etitia would not suffer him to waste any con- 
siderable time with Miss Straddle. Notwithstanding, 
therefore, all the endearments and caresses of that young 
lady, he soon made an excuse to go down stairs, and 
thence immediately set forward to Lietitia without taking 
any formal leave of Miss Straddle, or indeed of the 
drawer, with whom the lady was afterwards obliged to 
come to an account for the reckoning. 

Mr. Wild, on his arrival at Mr. Snap's, found only Miss 
Doshy at home, that young lady being employed alone, 
in imitation of Penelope, with her thread or worsted, only 
with this difference, that whereas Penelope unraveled by 
night what she had knit or wove or spun by day, bo what 
our young heroine unraveled by day she knit again ' 
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night. In short, she was mending a pair of blue e 
ings with red clocks ; a circumstance which perhaps J 
might have omitted, had it not served to show that ti* 
are sliU some ladies of this age who imitate the stnipl 
of the ancients. 

Wild immediately aslced for his beloved, and was n* 
formed that she was not at home. He then inquired 
where she was to be found, and declared he would not 
depart till he had seen hor, nay, not till he had married 
her; for, indeed, his passion for her was truly honoraUe; 
in other words, he had so ungovernable a desire for ber 
person, that he would go any length to satisfy it. He tbeo 
pulled out the casket, which he swore was full of the finest 
jewels, and that he would give them all to her, vritJi 
other proiuises, which so prevailed on Miss Doshy, who 
had not the common failure of sisters in envying, and 
often endeavoring to disappoint, each other's happiness, 
that she desired Mr. Wild to sit down a few minutes, 
whilst she endeavored to And her sister and to bring her 
to him. The lover thanked her, and promised to stay 
till her return ; and Miss Doshy, leaving Mr. Wild to his 
meditations, fastened him in the kitchen by barring the 
door (for most of the doors in this mansion were made to 
be bolted on the outside), and then, slapping to the door 
of the house with great violence, without going out at it, 
she stole softly upstairs where Miss Lixtitia was engaged 
in close conference with Mr, Bagshot Miss Letty, b^ng 
informed by her sister in a whisper of what Mr. Wild bad 
said, and what he had produced, told Mr, Bagshot that a 
young lady was below to visit her whom she would d 
patch with all imaginable baste and return to him. 
desired him therefore to stay with patience for 1 
the meantime, and that she would leave the 
unlocked, though her papa would never forgive hor II 
should discover it. Bagshot promised on his hoocffa 
to step without his chamber ; and the two young 1 
went softJy downstairs, when, pretending first to i 
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their entry into the house, they repaired to the kitchen, 
where not even the presence of the chaste Leetitia could 
restore that harmony to the countenance or her lover 
which Miss Theodosia had left him possessed of; for, 
during her absence, he had discovered the absence of a 
purse containing bank-notes for 900/., which had been 
taken from Mr. Heartfree, and which, indeed, Miss 
Straddle had, in the warmth of his amorous caresses, 
unperceived drawn from hira. However, as he had that 
perfect mastery of his temper, or rather of his muscles, 
which is as necessary to the forming a great character as 
to the personating it on the stage, he soon conveyed a 
Bmile into his countenance, and, concealing as well his 
misfortune as his chagrin at it, began to pay honorable 
addresses to Miss Letty. This young lady, among other 
good ingredients, had three very predominant passions ; 
to wit, vanity, wantonness, and avarice. To satisfy the 
first of these she employed Mi-. Smirk and company ; to 
the second, Mr. Eagshot and company ; and our hero had 
the honor and happiness of solely engrossing the third. 
Now, these three sorts of lovers she had very different 
ways of entertaining. With the first she was all gay 
and coquette ; with the second all fond and I'ampant ; and 
with the last all cold and reserved. She therefore told 
Mr. Wild, with a most coTnposed aspect, that she was 
glad he had repented of his manner of treating her at 
their last interview, where his behavior was so mon- 
strous that she had resolved never to see him any more ; 
that she was afraid her own sex would hardly pardon her 
the weakness she was guilty of in receding from that 
resolution, which she was persuaded she never should 
have brought herself to, had not her sister, who was 
there to confirm what she said ( as she did with many 
oaths), betrayed her into his company, by pretending it 
was another person to visit her : but, however, as he now 
thought proper to give her more convincing proofs of hia 
alTectinns (for he had now the casket in his hand), and 
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unce she perceived his designs were do lon^r against her 
virtue, but were such as a woman of honor might listen 

to, she must own and then she feigned an hesitation, 

when Theodosia began : " Nay, sister, I am resolved you 
shall counterfeit no longer. I assure you, Mr, Wild, ^e 
hath the most violent passion for you in the world ; and, 
indeed, dear Tishy, if you offer to go back, since I plainly 
see Mr. Wild's designs ai-e honorable, I will betray all 
you have ever said." — " How, sister I" answered Lietitia; 
" I protest you will drive me out of the room : I did not 
expect this usage from you." Wild then fell on hisicnee8« 
and, taldng hold of her hand, repeated a speech, which, 
as the reader may easily suggest it to himself, I shall not 
here set down. He then otiered her the casket, but she 
gently rejected it ; and on a. second offer, with a modest 
countenance and voice, desired to know what it contained. 
Wild then opened it, and took forth (with sorrow I write 
it, and with sorrow will it be read) one of those beautiful 
necklaces with which, at the fair of Bartholomew, they 
deck the well-bewhitened neck of Thalestris, queen of 
Amazons, Anna Bullen, Queen Elizabeth, or some other 
high princess in Drolllc story. It n-as indeed composed 
of that paste which Derdaeus Magnus, an ingenious toy- 
man, doth at a very moderate price dispense of to the 
second-rate beaux of the metropolis. For, to open a truth, 
which we ask our reader's pardon for having concealed 
from him so long, the sagacious count, wisely fearing lest 
some accident might prevent Mr. Wild's return at the 
appointed time, had carefully conveyed the jewels which 
Hr. Heartfree had brought with him into his own pocket, 
and in their stead had placed in the casket these artiQcial 
stones, which, though of equal value to a philosopher, 
and perhaps of a much greater to a true admirer of the 
compositions of art, had not however the same charms in 
the eyes of Miss Letty, who had indeed some knowledge 
of jewels ; for Mr. Snap, with great reason, cousideriof 
how valuable a part of a lady's edacation it would be to 
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D well instructed In these thin^, in an Age when young* 

dies learu little more than how to dress themselves, had 

I her youth placed Miss Letty as the handmaid (or house- 

laid as the vulvar call it) of an eminent pawnbroker. 

Ihe lightning, therefore, which should have flashed from 

s jewels, flashed from her eyes, and thunder immedi- 

lely followed from her voice. She be-knaved, be-rascalled, 

^-rogued the unhappy hero, who stood silent, con- 

foLuded with astonishment, hut more with shame and 

tnuigoattOD, at being thus outwitted and overreached, 

At length he recovered his spirits, and, throwing down 

the casket in a rage, he snatched the key from the table, 

and, without making any answer to the ladies, who both 

very plentifully opened upon him, and without taking 

any leave of them, he flew out at the door, and repaired 

with the utmost expedition to the count's habitation. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



wMeJb WQdf after many fruitless endeavora to disfover Ma 
friend, moralizes on his miafortune in a sptech, ichich may be of 
•CM lif rinhtly understood) to some other amMderable speech- 

Not the highest^fed footman of the highest-hred woman 
of quahl^ knocks with more impetuosity than Wild did 
at the count's door, which was immediately opened by a 
well-dressed liveryman, who answered that his master 
■was not at home. Wild, not satisfied with this, searched 
the house, but to no purpose ; he then ransacked all the 
gajning-houses in town, but found no count : indeed, that 
gentleman liad taken leave of his house the same instant 
Mr. Wild had turned bis back, and, equipping himself 
with boots and a post-horse, without taking with him 
vither servants, clothes, or any necessaries for the jour- 
ney of a great man, made such mighty expedition that he 
was now upwards of twenty miles on his way to Dover. 
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liVlld, finding his search ineflectual, resolved togivt.'Ji 
o%-er for that night ; he then retired to bts seat of c 
templatioEi, a night-cellar, where, without a single farth- 
iog in his pocket, he called for a sneaker of punch, and, 
placing himself on a bench by himself, he softly vented 
the following sohloquy : — 

"How vain is human greatness! What avail su- 
perior abilities, and a noble defiance of those narrow rules 
and bounds which confine the vulgar, when our best-con- 
certed schemes are liable to be defeated ! How unhappy 
is the state of priqgisu I How impossible for human 
prudence to foresee and guard against everj' circumven- 
tion I It is even as a game of chess, where, while Uie 
rook, or knight, or bishop, is busied in forecasting some 
great enterprise, a worthless pawn interposes and discon- 
certs his scheme. Better bad it been for me to have ob- 
served the simple laws of friendship and morality than 
thus to ruin my friend for the benefit of otliers. I might 
have commanded bis purse to any degree of moderation ; 
I have now disabled him from the power of serving me. 
Well I but that was not my design. If I cannot arraign 
my own conduct, why should I, like a woman or a chQd, 
sit down and lament the disappointment of chance ? But 
can I acquit myself of all neglect ? Did I not misbehave 
in putting it into the power of others to outwit me ? But 
that is impossible to be avoided. In this a prig is more 
unhappy than any other : a cautious man may, iu a 
crowd, preserve his own pockets by keeping his hands in 
them ; but while the prig employs his hands in another's 
pocket, how shall he be able to defend his own ? Indeed, 
in this light, what can be imagined more miserable than a 
prig f How dangerous are his acquisitions I how unsafe, 
how unquiet his possessions I Why then should any naaa 
wish to be apn'g, or where is his greatness? I answer, in 
his mind : it is the inward glory, the secret consciousoees 
of doing great and wonderful actions, which can alone sup- 
port the truly great man. whether be be a cOKgcEBOB, 
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.bear him ^^M 
:fiiun.and. ^^ 



*TSRA»T, a STATESMAN, or a PRIG. These rouat bear 
fip a^inst tJic private curso and public imprecation, and, 
;iihile be is bated and detested by all mankind, must make 
tm inwardly satisfied with himself. [For what but some 
bnch inward satisfaction as this could inspiru men pos- 
bssed of power, of wealth, of every human blessings 
BTraich pride, avarice, or luxury could desire, to forsake 
■tiieir homes, abandon ease and repose, and at the ex- 
letBC of riches and pleasures, at the price of labor and 
laTdship, and at the hazard of all that fortune hath lib- 
I ©rally given them, could send them at the head of a mul- 
titude of pn'ps, called an army, to molest their neighbors; 
to introduce rape, rapine, bloodshed, and every kind of 
misery among their own species ? What but some such 
glorious appetite of mind could inflame princes, endowed 
with the greatest honoi's, and enriched with the most 
plentiful revenues, to desire maliciously to rob those sub- 
jects of their liberties who are content to sweat for tha 
luxury, and to bow down their knees to the pride, of 
those very princes ? What but this can inspire them to 
destroy one-half of their subjects, in order to reduce the 
rest to an absolute dependence on their own wills, and on 
those of Uieir brutal successors^ What other motive- 
iould seduce a subject, possessefTof great property in his 
tommunity, to betray the Interest of his fellow-subjecta, 
^t his brethren, and his posterity, to the wanton disposi- 
lon of such princes F Lastly, what less inducenient could 
wrsuade Va&prig to forsake the methods of acquiring a. 
I&fe, an honest, and a plentiful hvelihood, and, at the 
ard of even life itself, and what is mistakingly called 
dishonor, to break openly and bravely through the laws 
of liis country, for uncertain, unsteady, and unsafe gain? 
Let me then hold myself contented with this reflection, 
that I have been wise though unsuccessful, and am aJ 
freat though an unhappy man." I 

^^H Hls80lilo(|uy and his punch concluded together; for he 
^^Kfed at every pause comforted himself with a sip. And 
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now it came first into his head that it would Ike more dif- 
ficult to pay for it than it was to swallow it; when, to 
his great pleasure, he beheld at another comer of Uw 
room one of the gentlemen whom he had employed in the 
attack on Haartfree, and who, he doubted not, wouU 
readily lend him a g'uinea or two ; but he had the morti- 
Qcatiou, on applying to him, to hear that the gaming- 
table had stripped hiui of all the booty which his own 
generosity had left in his possession. He was therefore 
obliged to pursue his usual method on such occasions : 
80, cocking hi3 hat fiercely, he marched out of the 
without making any excuse or any one daring to 
the least demand. 



j 



OCmlaming many toTpriting adventures, trhtcA our hero, with i 
OKEATKESS, achtevtd. 

We will now leave our hero to take a short repose, 
return to Mr. Snap's, where at WLId's departure, the fair 
Theodosia had again betaken herself to her stocking, and 
Miss Letty had retired upstairs to Mr. Bagshot; butUiat 
gentleman had broken his parole, and, having conveyed 
himself below stairs behind a door, he took the oppor- 
tunity of Wild's sally to make his escape. Weshallonly 
observe that Miss Letty's surprise was the greater, as 
she had, notwithstanding her promise to the contrary, 
taken the precaution to turn the key ; but, in her hurry, 
shedid it inelleclually. How wretched must have hem 
the situatioD of this young creature, who bad ooly lost a 
lover on whom her tender heart perfectly doted, but was 
exposed to the rage of an injured father, tenderly jealous 
of his honor, which was deeply engaged to the sheriff of 
London and Middlesex for the safe custody of the said 
Bagshot, and for which two very good responsible 
had given not only their words but their 
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But let us remove our eyes from this melancholy ob- 
ject, and survey our hero who, after a successless search 
for Miss Strai^dle, with wonderful neatness of miud and 
steadiness of countenance went early in the morning' to 
visit his friend Heartfree, at a time when the common 
herd of friends would have forsaken and avoided him. Hn 
entered the room with a cheerful air, which he presently 
changed into surprise on seeing his friend in a nightgown, 
with his wounded head bound about with linen, and look- 
ing extremely pale from a great effusion of blood. When 
Wild was informed by Heartfree what bad happened he 
first expressed great sorrow, and afterwards suffered as 
violent agonies of rage against the robbers to burst from 
him. Heartfree, in compassion to the deep impression 
his misfortunes seemed to make on his friend, endeavored 
to lessen it as much as possible, at tlie same time exag- 
gerating the obligation he owed to Wild, in which his wife 
likewise seconded him, and they breakfasted with more 
comfort than was reasonably to be expected after such 
an accident; Heartfree expressing great satisfaction 
that he had put the count's note in another pocket-book ; 
adding, that such a loss would havelwenfalal tobim ; "for 
to confess the truth to you, my dear friend," said he, " I 
have had some losses lately which have greatly perplexed 
my affairs ; and though I have many debts due t« me 
from people of great fashion, I assure you I know not 
where to be certain of getting a shilling." Wild greatly 
felicitated him on the lucky accident of preserving his 
note, and then proceeded, with much acrimony, to inveigh 
against the barbarity of people of fashion, who kept 
tradesmen out of their money. 

While they amused themselves with discourses of this 
kind. Wild meditating within himself whether he should 
borrow or steal from his friend, or indeed whether he 
could not effect both, the apprentice brought a bank- 
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»red him to exchan^. Heartfree, looking at the num- 
ber, immediately i-ecollected it to be one of those he had 
been robbed of. With this discovery he acquainted Wild, 
who, with the notable presence of mind and iiDchanged 
complexion so essential to a great character, advised him 
to proceed cautiously ; and offered (as Mr. Heartfree him- 
self was, he said, too much flustered to examine the 
woman with suiQcieat art), to take her into a room in his 
house alone. He would, he said, personate the mastw 
of the shop, would pretend to show her some jewels, and 
would undertake to g^et sufflcient information out of her 
to secure the i-ogiies, and most probably all their booty. 
This proposal was readily and thankfully accepted by 
Heartfree. Wild went immediately upstairs into the 
room appointed, whither the apprentice, according to ap- 
pointment, conducted the lady. 

The apprentice was ordered downstairs the moment the 
lady entered the room ; and Wild, having shut the door, 
approached her with great ferocity in his looks, and bo- 
gan to expatiate on the complicated baseness of the crime 
she had been guilty of ; but though he uttered many good 
lessons of morality, as we doubt whether from a particu- 
lar reason they may work any very good effect on our 
reader, we shall omit his speech, and ouly mention hta 
conclusion, which was by asldng her what mercy she 
could now expect from him ? Miss Straddle, for that was 
the young lady, who had had a good execution, and 
been more than once present at the Old Bailey, very 
fldently denied the whole charge, and said she had 
the note from a friend. Wild then raising his voice, 
her she should be immediately committed, and she 
depend on being convicted; "but," added he, chaoj 
his tone, " as I have a violent affection for thee, my di 
Straddle, if you will follow my advice, I promise you, on 
ray honor, to forgive you, nor shall you be ever called in 
question on this account."—" Why, what would you tai 
me to do, Mr. Wild ?" replied the young lady, wi( 
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pIoasant«r aspect. — " You must know tlien," said Wild, 
tile money you picked out of my pocket (nay, by G — d 
did, and if you offer to flinch you shall be convicted of J 
I won at play of a fellow who it seems robbed my J 
friend of it ; you must, therefoi-e, give an information on I 
oath against one Thomas Fierce, and say that j-ou re- 1 
ceivt-d the not« from him, and leave the rest to me. I am 1 
certain, Molly, 3'ou must be sensible of your obligations 1 
to me, who return good for evil to you in this manner." 
The lady readily consented, and advanced to embrace Mr. 
Wild, who stepped a little back, and cried, "Hold, Molly ; 
there are two other notes of 200/. each to be accounted 
for — where are they ?" The lady protested with tlie most 
solemn asseverations that she knew of no more ; with 
which, when Wild was not satisfied, she cried, "I will 
stand search." — "That you shall," answered WUd, "and J 
stand strip too." He then proceeded to tumble and aeai-ch 1 
her, but to no purpose, till at last she burst into tears, I 
and declared she would tell the truth (as indeed she did) ; 
she then confessed that she had disposed of the one to 
;k Swagger, a great favorite of the ladies, being an 
ih gentleman, who had been bred clerk to an attorney, 
irwards whipped out of a regiment of dragoons, and 
then a Newgate solicitor, and a bawdyhouse bully ; 
as for the other, she had laid it all out that very I 
loming in brocaded silks and Flanders lace. With this I 
account Wild, who indeed knew it to be a very probable ] 
one, was forced to be contented ; and now, abandoning j 
all further tbought.s of what he saw was irretrievably I 
he gave the lady some further instructions, and then, f 
liring her to stay a few minutes behind him, he re- I 
led to his friend, and acquainted him that he had dis- 
■ered the whole roguery ; that the woman had confessed 
im whom she had received the note, and promised to 
ive an information before a justice of peace ; adding, he 
was concerned he could not attend him thither, being 
obliged to go to the other end of the town to receive thirty 
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pounds, wbicli he was to pay that evening. Heartiree 
said that should not prevent him of bis company, for be 
could easily lend him such a trifle. This was accordingly 
done and accepted, and Wild, Heartfree, and the lady 
went to the justice togetber. 

Tho warrant being- granted, and the constable being 
acquainted by the lady, who received her information 
from Wild, of Mr. Fierce's haunts, he was easily appre- 
hended, and, being confronted with Miss Straddle, who 
swore positively to him, though she had never seen him 
before, he was committed to Newgate, where he immedi- 
ately conveyed an information to Wild of what had hap- 
pened, and in the evening received a visit from him. 

Wild affected great concern for his friend's misfortune, 
and as great surprise at the means by which it was 
brought about. However, he told Fierce that he must 
certainly be mistaken in that point of his ba\'iiig had no 
acquaintance with Miss Straddle -, but added that be 
would And her out, and endeavor to take off her evidence, 
which, he observed, did not come home enough to endan- 
ger him ; besides, he would secure him witnesses of an 
alibi, and five or six to his character ; so that he need 
be under no apprehension, for his confinement till the 
sessions would be his only punishment. 

Fierce, who was greatly comforted by these assurances 
of liis fi'iend, returned him many thanks, and, both shak- 
ing each other very earnestly by the hand, with a very 
hearty embrace they separated. 

The hero considered nith himself that the single evi- 
dence of Miss Straddle would not be sufficient to convict 
Fierce, whom he resolved to hang, as he was the person 
who had principally refused to deliver him the sU^ 
ulated share of the booty ; he therefore went in quest 
Mr. James Sly, the gentleman who had assisted himi 
the exploit, and found and acquainted him with the a] 
bending of Fierce. Wild then, intimating his fear 
Fierce should Impeach Sly, advised him to be beforohandt 
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to surrender himself to a justice of the peace and offer 1 
himself as an evidence. Sly approved Mr. Wild's opinion, 
went directly to a magistrate, and was by him conunitr 
ted to the Gate-house, with a promise of being admitted 
evidence against bis companion. 

Fierce was in a (ew days brought to lua trial at the 
Old Bailey, where, to his great confusion, his old friend 
Sly appeared against him, as did Miss Straddle. His 
only hopes were now in the assistances which our hero 
had promised him. These unhappily failed him : so 
that, the evidence being plain against him, and he making 
no defense, the jury convicted him, the court condemned 
him, a nd Mr, Ketch executed him. 

TWit h such infinite address did this truly great man 
know bow to play with the passions of men, to set them 
at variance with each other, and to work bis own pur- ' 
poses out of those jealousies and apprehensions which he 
was wonderfully ready at creating by means of those 
great arts which the vulgar call treachery, dissembling, 
promising, lying, falsehood, etc., but which are by great 
men summed up in the collective name of policy, or " 
politics, or rather pollitric^ an art of which, as it is 
the highest excellence of human nature, i>orhap3 cur 

I 'eat man was the most eminent master. 
CHAPTER VI. 
0/ hala. 
Wild had now got together a very considerable gaag, 
composed of undone gamesters, ruined bailiffs, broken 
tradesmen, idle apprentices, attorneys' clerks, and looee 
and disorderly youth, who, being bom to no fortune, nor 
bred to any trade or profession, were willing to live lux- 
urioualy without labor. As these persons wore ditTerent 
principlea, \. e., hata, frequent disseoAioDg grew among 
Uiem. There were particularly two parties, viz.: ttiow 
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who wore hats ^rcel]^ cocked, and those who pref^red 
the nob or trencher hat, viih the brim flappio|f over 
their eyes. The former were called cavaliers and tory 
Tory ranter boys, etc.j the latter went by the several 
names of tcags, roundheads, shakebags, oldnolls, and 
several others. Between these continual jars arose, inso- 
much that they grew in time to think there was some- 
thing essential in their differences, and that their inter- 
ests were incompatible with each other, whereas, in truth, 
the difference lay only in the fashion of their hats. Wild, 
therefore, having assembled them all at an alehouse on 
the night after Fierce's execution, and perceiving evident 
marks of their misunderstanding, from their behavior to 
each other, addressed them in the following gentle, but 
forcible manner:* "Gentlemen, I am ashamed to sec 
men embarked in so great and glorious an undertakiiig' 
as that of robbing the public, so foolishly and weakly 
dissenting among themselves. Do you think the first 
inventors of hats, or at least of the distinctions between 
them, really conceived that one form of hats should 
inspire a man with divinity, another with law, another 
with learning, or another with bravery ? No, they meant 
no more by these outward signs than to impose on the 
vulgar, and, instead of putting great men to the trouble 
of acquiring or maintaining the substance, to make it 
sulSci^t that they condescend to wear the type or shadow 
of it ^ou do wisely, therefore, when in a crowd, to 

■TtlerB U •otnellilog T«ry nysurlODi Id thla apMCti, wblch probkbljr VbaX 
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workaot tiiU philiaopfaeT. It U remuludile Itaal gaitna, wbl& la IaUq tar • 
h»i.*liRiiaMlJkevl*e>doff-fl^»att)eOrM.kwordlnnm doUi tha akin oCtbu 
KnlnaTlot whlcb I aup^ne tbe hku or bcdmeta d( Ute uieU 
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amuse the mob by quarrels on such accounts, that while 
they are Ustening to your jargon you may with the 
greater ease and safety pick their pocketed but surely 
to be In earnest, and privately to keep uiTsuch a ridic- 
ulous contention among yourselves, must argue the high- 
est folly and absurdity. When you know you are all 
priga what difference can a broad or a narrow brim cre- 
ate ? Is a prig less a png in one hat than in another P 
If the public should be weak enough to interest tbeni> 
selves in your quarrels, and to prefer one pack to the 
other, wbUe both are aiming at their purses, it is your 
business to laugh at, not imitate their folly. What can 
be more ridiculous than for gentlemen to quarrel about 
hats, when there is not one among you whose hat is worth 
a farthing ? What is the use of a hat farther than to 
keep the head warm, or to hide a bald crown from the 
public F It is the mark of a gentleman to move his hat 
on every occasion ; and in courts and noble assemblies no 
man ever wears one. Let me hear no more therefore of 
this childish disagreement, but all toss up your hats 
together with one accord, and consider that hat as the 
best, which will contain the largest booty." He thus 
ended his speech, which was followed by a murmuring 
applause, and immediately all present tossed their hate 
together as he had commanded them. 



CHAPTER VII. 

iHng the eoniequence which attended HeaHfref't adventuTfi 
teith WOd; aU natuToi and nmimon enough to little wretchea 
wfto deal leilh great tnen, together leith lome precedent* of Ut- 
len, being the different methods of answering a dun. ^ 

Ijt us now return to Heartfree, to whom the count's 
note, which he had paid away, was returned, with an ac- 
count that the drawer was not to bo found, and that, on 
inquiring after him, they had heard he was run awayi 
W— 6 



I 



76 JONATHAN WILD. 

and consequently the mone; was now dein^ktided of the 
endorser. The apprehension ot such a loss would have 
affected any man of business, but much more one whose 
unavoidable rum it must prove. He expres&cd so much 
concern and confusion on this occasion, that the proprie- 
tor of the note was frightened, and resolved to lose no 
time in securing what he could. So that in theaftemoon 
of the same day Mr. Snap was commissioned to pay 
Heartfreea visit, which he did with his usual formali^, 
and conveyed him to bis own house. 

Mrs. Hearttree was no sooner informed of what bad 
happened to ber husband than she raved like one dis- 
tracted ; but after she had vonled the Brst agonies of her 
passion in tears and lanicntations she applied herself to 
all possible means to procure her husband's liberly. She 
hastened to beg her neighbors to secure bail for him. 
But, as the news had arrivt-d at their houses before her, 
she found noue of them at home, except au honest quaker, 
whose servants durst not tell a lie. However, she suc- 
ceeded no better with him, for unluckily he had made an 
affirmation the day before that he would never be bail for 
any man. After many fruitless etforts of this bind abe 
repaired to her husband, to comfort him at least with 
her presence. She found him sealing the last of several 
letters, which he was dispatching to his friends and cred- 
itors. The moment he saw her a sudden joy sparkled iD 
his eyes, which, however, had a verj' short duration ; for 
despair soon closed them again ; nor could he help burst- 
ing into some passionate expressions of concern for her 
and his little family, which ijie, on her part, did her ut- 
most to lessen, by endeavoring to mitigate the loss, attd 
to raise in him hopes from the count, who might, 
said, be possibly only gone into the country. She 
forted him likewise with th? expectation of favor 
his acquaintance, especially from those whom he bad 
particular manner obliged and served. Lastly, she 
jnred Mm, by all the value and esteem he professed tor 
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her, not to endanger his health, on which alone depended 
her happiness, hy too great au indulgence of grief ; assur- 
ing him that no state of hfe could appear unhappy to her 
with him, unless his own sorrow or discontent made 
it so. 

In this manner did this weak, poor-spirited woman 
attempt to relieve her hushand's pains, which it would 
have rather hecome her to aggravate, by not only paint- 
ing out his misery in the liveliest colors imaginable, but 
by upbraiding him with that folly and confidence which 
had occasioned it, and by lamenting her own hard fate in 
being obliged to share his suiTerlngs. 

Heartfree returned this goodness (as it is called) of his 
wife with the warmest gratitude, and thoy passed an 
hour in a scene of tenderness too low and contemptible to 
be recounted to our great readers. We shall therefore 
omit all such relations, as they tend only to malie human 
nature low and ridiculous. 

Those messengers who had obtained any answers to \ 
his lettei-s now returned. We shall here copy a few o( 
them, as they may serve for precedents to others who 
have an occasion, which happens commonly enough in 
gent«el life, to answer the impertinence of a dun. 

LKTTEJt I. 

Hb. Hkabtfbee,— 

My lord commands me lo tell you lie ia very much eurpriaed 
st your oasttrance in asking for money which j'ou know hath been 
M) little while due ; however, as he intends to deal no longer at 
yuur Bhop, he hath ordered me to pay you as soon as I shall have 
i-Bsti in hand, which, coiiBideriiig many diabiirsements for bills 
long due, etc., can't posHiblj promise anytime, etc., atlproseab 
Aiid am your humble serrant, 

ROQEB MoaKCB^FT, 

Lett KB 11. 
DULE 8ts,— 

The money, aa you truly say, hath been three years due, 
but Bpon my soul I am at present incapable of paying a farthing i 
boi, M I daubl not, very shortly, not only to conteat that anuiU 
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UD, but tikewiM to laj oot Ter; considersble funbor sntna at jOBT 
house, hope yon will meet with no mconvenience by this short de- 
lay in, dear sir, your most aiooere bumble BCrrant, 

Cha. COUBTl-T. 

Letter m. 
Hk. Bkahtfbks,— 

I beg 70a would not acquaint mj husband of the trifllttg 
debt between ub ; tor, as 1 know you to be a very good-natured 
man, I will trust you with a secret ; he gave me the money long 
einoe to discharge it, which 1 bad the iU-luck to lose at plaj. You 
may be adsured I will satisfy you the fii^t opportunity, and am, air, 
your Teiy bumble servant, 

Cath. Rcbbxi 
Fleaae to preaeot my coropUments to Mrs. Heartfree. 

LSTTKB IV. 
Uk. Thoius Hkaktpree, Sue,— 

Yours received ; but as to sum nteotioned therein, dotb 
not suit at pref ent. Your humble serrant, 

FiCTEK PoCKCK. 

Lettkr v. ~ 

81B,- 

I am sincerely sorry it is not at present poarible for me to 
comply with your request, especially after so many obligatjona 
received on my side, of which I shall always entertain the most 
grateful memory. I am very greatly concerned at your miaforv 
tunes, and would have waited upon you in person, bat am not at 
present very well, and beatdea am obliged to go this evening to 
VaoxhalL I am, sir, your meet obliged huntble servant, 

Cbas. East. 
hope good Mis, Heartfree and the dear littlA nw 



were more letters to much the same purpose j 
but V6 proposed giving our reader a. taste ooXy. 0[ all 
these, the last was infinitely the most grating to poor 
Heartfree, as it came from one to whom, when in difr 
tress, he had himself lent a considerable sum, and o( 
whose present flourishing circumstances be waa veil as- 
sured. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
Kfti which our hero earrita oreatnges to an irmnoderate height. 

Let us remove, therefore, as fast as we can, this detest- I 
able picture of ingratitude, and present the much more 
agreeable portrait of that assurance to which the French 
very properly annex the epithet of good. Heartfree had 
scarce done reading his letters when our hero appeared 
before his eyes; not with that aspect with which a pitiful 
parson meets his patron after having opposed him at an 
election, or which a doctor wears when sneaking away 
from a door where he is informed of his patient's death; 
not with that downcast countenance which betrays the 
man who, after a strong conflict between virtue and vice, 
hath surrendered his mind to the latter, and is discovered 
in his first treachery; but [ wit h that noble, bold, great 
confidence with which a prime minister assures his de- 
pendent that the place he promised him was disposed of 
beforeTJ And such concern and uneasiness as he expresses 
in his loolis on those occasions did Wild testify on the 
first meeting of his friend. And as the said prime minis- 
ter chides you for neglect of your interest in not having 
asked in time, so did our hero attack Heartfree for his 
giving credit to the count; and, without suffering him to 
make any answer, proceeded in a torrent of words to 
overwhelm him with abuse, which, however friendly its 
intention might be, was scarce to be outdone by an 
enemy. By these means Heartfree, who might per- 
haps otherwise have vented some little concern 
for that recommendation which Wild had given 
him to the count, was totally prevented from 
any such endeavor; and, like an invading prince, 
when attacked in bis own dominions, forced to recall his 
whole strength to defend himself at home. This indeed 
be did 80 well, by insisting on the figure and outward 
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appearance of the count and his equipa^, that Wild at 
leng-th ^rew a little more gentle, and with a sigh said, 
"I confess I bave the least reason of all mankind to ceo- 
sureanolher for an imprudence of this nature, as I am 
m^'seir the most easy to be imposed upon, and indeed 
have been so by this count, who, if he be insolvent, bath 
cheated me of five hundred pounds. But, for my own 
part," said he. "I will not yet despair, nor would I have 
you. Itlany men have found it convenient to retire or aV 
scond for a while, and afterwards have paid their debts, 
or at least handsomely compounded them. This I am 
certain of, should a composition take place, which is the 
worst I think that can be apprehended, I shall be the only 
loser; for I shall think myself obliged in honor to repair 
your loss, even though you must confess it was principally 
owing to your own folly. Z — ds ! had I imagined it 
necessary, I would have cautioned you, but I thought the 
partof the town where he lived sufllcient caution not to 

trust him. And such a sum! The devil must have 

been in you certainly!" 

This was a degree of impudence beyond poor Hrs. 
Heartfree's imagination. Though she had before vented 
the most violent execrations on Wild, she was now 
thoroughly satisfied ot his innocence, and begged him not 
to insist any longer on what he perceived so deeply 
affected her husband. She said trade could not be car- 
ried on without credit, and surely lie was suHicieuUy jus- 
tified in giving it to such a person as the count appeared 
to be. Besides, she said, refioctions on what was past 
and irretrievable would be of little service; that thor 
present business was to consider how to prevent the evil 
consequences which threatened, and firs tto endeavor to 
procure her husband his liberty. "Why doth he not pro- 
cure bail?" said Wild. — 'iAlas! sir!" said she, "we have 
applied to many of our acquaintance in vain; we have met 
with excuses even where we could least expect tbem." — 
"Not bail!" answei-ed Wild, in a passion; "he shall have 
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^1, if there is any in the world. It is now very late, but 
''■trust me to procure htm bail to-moiTow morning," 

Mrs. Heartfree received these professions with tears, 
and told Wild he was a friend indeed. She then proposed 
lo stay that evening with her husband, but he would not 
permit her on account of his little family, whom he would 
not agree to trust to tlie care of servants in this time of 
confusion. 

A hackney-coach was then sent for, but without success; 
for these, like hackney-friends, always offer themselves in 
the sunshine, but are never to be found when you want 
Lhem. And as for a chair, Mr Snap lived in a part of the 
town which chairmen very little frequent. The good 
woman was therefore obliged to walk home, whither the 
gallant Wild offered to attend her as a protector. This 
favor was thankfully accepted, and, the husband and 
wife having' taken a tender leave of each other, the for- 
mer was locked in and the latter locked out by the bands 
of Mr. Snap himself. 

As this visit of Mr. Wild's to Heartfree may seem one 
of those passages In historj' wliich writers, Drawcansir- 
Uke, introduceonly because they dare; indeed, as it may 
seem somewhat contradictory to the greatness of our 
hero, and may tend to blemish his character with an im- 
putation of that kind of friendship which savors too 
much of weakness and imprudence, it may be necessary 
^^tt> account for this visit, especially to our more sagacious 
^^■aders, whose satisfaction we shall always consult in the 
^Hkoet especial manner. They are to know then that at 
^^^e first interview with Mrs. Heartfree Mr. Wild had con- 
ceived that passion, or affection, or friendship, or desire, 
for that handsome creature, which the gentlemen of this 
our age agreed to call love and which is indeed no other 
than that kind of affection which, after the exercise of the 
dominical day is over, a lusty divine is apt to conceive for 
the well-dressed sirloin or handsome buttock which the 
well-ediSed squire in gratitude sets before him^and which. 
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BO Tiolent is his love, he devours in ima^natioD the 
moment he see^ it. Not less ardent was the hungry pas- 
^on of our hero, who, from the moment he had cast his 
eyes on that charming dish, had cast about in his mind 
by what method be might come at it. This, as he per- 
ceived, might most easily be elTected after the ruin ot 
Heartfree, which, for other considerations, he had is- 
tended. So he postponed all endeavors for this purpose 
till he had first effected what, by order of time, was regu- 
larly to precede this latter design; with such r^rtilarity 
did this our hero conduct all his schemes, and so truly 
superior was he to all the efforts of passion, which so 
often disconcert and disappoint the noblest views o( 
others. ^^ 
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CHAPTER IX. ^" 

More oaKATNKSS m (TBd. A tow aeene between Mn, Beartfree tatd 
htr children, and a •chem« of our hero worthy the high«$l ad- 
vtiratifm, and even attonUhmenl. 

When first Wild conducted his flame (or rather his 
dish, to continue our metaphore) from the proprietor, he 
had projected a design of conveying her to one of those 
eating-houses in Covent Garden, where female flesh is 
deliciously dressed and served up to the greedy appetites 
of young gentlemen ; but, fearing lest she should not 
come readily enough into his wishes, and that, by too 
eager and hasty a pursuit, he should frustrate his future 
expectations, and lucidly at the same time a noble hint 
suggesting itseU to him by which he might almost inev. 
itably secure his pleasure, together with his proQt, he 
contented himself with waiting on Mrs. Heartfree home, 
and, after many prot«stations of friendship and service to 
ber husband, took his leave, and promised to \isit ber 
early ia the morning, and to conduct her back to j 
Snap's. 



ir back to J^^^ 



V WUdi 

^ i>pa.l nt h 



JONATHAN WILD. 



Wild now retired to a night-cellar, where he found 
eral ot his acquaintance, with whom he spent the remain' 
ing part of the night in revelling ; nor did the least com- 
passion for Heartfree's misfortunes disturb the pleasure 
of bis cups. So truly great was his soul that it was ab- 
solutely composed, save that an apprehension of Miss 
Tishy's making some discovery (as she was then in no 
good temper towards him) a little ruffled and disquieted 
the perfect serenity he would otherwise have enjoyed. As 
he had, therefore, no opportunity of seeing her that eve- 
ning, he wrote her a letter full of ten thousand protesta- 
tions of honorable love, and (which he more depended on) 
containing as many promises, in order to bring the young 
lady into good humor, without acquainting her in the 
least with his suspicion, or giving her any caution ; for it 
was his constant maxim never to put it into any one's head 
to do you a mischief by acquainting him that it is in his 
power. 

We must now return to Mrs. Heartfree, who passed ^ 
sleepless night in as great agonies and horror for the ab- 
sence of her husband as a fine well-bred woman would 
feel at the return of hers from a long voyage or jour- 
ney. In the morning the children being brought to her, 
the eldest asked where dear papa was ? at which she 
could not refrain from bursting into tears. The childf 
perceiving it, said, " Don't cry, mamma ; I am sure 
papa would not stay abroad if be could help it." At 
these words she caught the child in her arms, and, 
throwing herself into the chair in an agony of passion, 
cried out " No, my child ; nor shall all the malice of h^ 
keep us long asunder." 

'These are circumstances which we should not, for the 
amusement of six or seven readers only, have inserted, 
had they not served to show that there are weaknesses 
in vulgar life to which great minds are so entirely 
strangers that they have not even an idea of them ; 
and, secondly, by exposing the folly of this low creature. 
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to aet off and elevate that greatness of which we endeftn 
to draw a trne portrait in this history. 

"Wild, entering the room, found the mother with one 
child in her arms, and the other at her knee. After pay- 
ing her his compliments, he desired her to dismiss the 
children and servant, for that he had sometbiiig of the 
greatest moment to impart to her. 

She immediately complied with his reqnest, and, tho 
door being shut, asked him with great eagerness if he 
had succeeded in his intentions of procuring the bail. He 
answered he had not endeavored at it yet. for a scheme 
had entered into his bead by which she might certainly 
preserve her husband, herself, and her family. In order 
to which he advised her instantly to remove with the most 
valuable jewels she had to Holland, before any statute of 
baukmptcy issued to prevent her; that he would himself 
attend her thither and place her in safety, and then re- 
turn to deliver her husband, who would be thus easily 
able to satisfy his creditors. He added that he was that 
instant come from Snap's, where he had communicated 
the scheme to Heartfree, who had greatly approved of 
it, and desired her to put it in execution without delay, 
concluding that a moment was not to be lost. 

The mention of her husband's approbation left no doubt 
in this poor woman's breast; she only desired a momejit's 
time to pay him a visit in order to take her leave. But 
Wild peremptorily refused ; he said by every moment's 
delay she risked the ruin of her family; that she would 
be absent only a few days from him. for that the moment 
he had lodged her safe in Holland he would return, pro- 
cure her husband his liberty, and bring him to her. " I 
have been the unfortunate, the innocent canse of all my 
dear Tom's calamity, madam," said he. "and I will 
perish with him or see him out of it." Mrs. Heartfree 
overflowed with acknowledgments of his goodness, but 
sttU begged for the shortest interview with her husband. 
Wild declared that a minute's delay might be fatal ; and 
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added, though with the voice of sorrow rather than of 
anger, that if ehe had not resolution enough to execute 
the commands he brought her from her husband, his 
ruin would lie at her door ; and, for his own part, he 
must give up any farther meddling in his affairs. 

She then proposed to take her chUdrea with her ; but 
Wild would not permit it, saying they would only retard 
their flight, and that it would be properer for hor hus- 
band to bring them. He at length absolutely prevailed 
on this poor woman, who immediately packed up the 
most valuable efifects she could find, and, after taking a 
tender leave of her infants, earnestly recommended them 
to the care of a very faithful servant. Then they called 
a hackney-coach, which conveyed them to an inn, where 
they were furnished with a chariot and six, in which 
they set forward for Harwich. 

Wild rode with an exulting heart, secure, as he now 
thought himself, of the possession of that lovely woman, 
together with a rich cargo. In short, he enjoyed in his 
mind all the happiness which unbridled lust and rapa- 
cious avarice could promise him. As to the poor crea- 
ture who was to satisfy these passions, her whole soul 
was employed in reflecting on the condition of her hus- 
band and children. A single word scarce escaped her 
lips, though many a tear gushed from her brilliant eyes, 
which, if I may use a coarse expression, served only as 
delicious sauce to heighten the appetite of Wild. 



CHAPTER X 
Saa-adveniurea v&ry wv and fiirpriting. 



Whek they arrived at Harwich they found a vessel, 
which hod put in there, just reafly to depart for Rotter- 
dam. So they went immediately on board, and 
with a fair wind; but they had hardly proceeded out 
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sight of land when a sudden and violent storm arose aad 
drove them to the south-irest; insomuch that the captain 
apprehended it impossible to avo'd the Goodwin Sands, and 
he and all his crew gave themselves (or lost. Mrs. Hearb- 
(ree, who had no other apprehensions from death but 
those of leaving her dear husband and children, felt on 
her knees to beseech the Almighty's favor, when Wild, 
with a contempt of danger truly great, took a resolution 
as worthy to be admired perhaps as any recorded of the 
bravest hero, ancient or modem; a resolution which 
plainly proved him to have these two qualifications so 
necessary to a hero, to be superior to all the energies of 
fear or pity. He saw the tjTant death ready to rescue 
firom him his intended prey, which he had yet devoured 
only in imagination. He therefore swore he would pre- 
vent him, and immediately attacked the poor wretch, who 
was in the utmost agonies of despair, first with solicita- 
tion, and afterwards with force. 

Mrs Heartfree, the moment she understood his meaninif, 
which, in her present temper of mind, and in the opinion 
she held of him, she did not immediately, rejected him witJt 
all the repulses which indignation and horror could ani- 
mate; but when he attempted violence she filled the cabin 
with her shrieks, which were so vehement that they 
reached the ears of the captain, the storm at this time 
luckily abating. This man, who was a brute rather from 
his education and the element he inhabited than from 
nature, ran hastily down to her assistance, and, finding 
her struggling on the ground with our hero, he presently 
rescued her from her intended ravisher, who was e 
obliged to quit the woman, in order to engage with 1 
lusty champion, who spared neither paius nor blows ] 
the assistance of his fair passenger. 

When the short battle was over, in which our hero, 
hod he not been overpowered with numbers, who came 
down on their captain's side, would have been victorious, 
the captain rapped out a hearty oath, and asked T" 
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he had no more Christianity in him than to ravish a 
woman in a storm ? To which the other greatly and sul- 
lenly answered, "It was very well; but d — n him if he had 
not sati&factioa themoment they came on shore." The 

captain with great scorn replied, "Kiss ," etc., and 

then, forcing Wild out of the cabin, he, at Mrs. Heart- 
free's request, locked her into it, and returned to the care 
of k5s ship. 

The storm was now entirely ceased, and nothing re< 
mained but the usual ruffling of the sea after it, -vhen one 
of the sailors spied a sail at a distance, which the captain 
wisely apprehended might be a privateer (for we were 
then engaged in a war with France), and immediately 
ordered all the sail possible to be crowded, but this cau- 
tion was in vain, for the little wind which thea blew was 
directly adverse, so that the ship bore down upon them* 
and soon appeared to be what the captain had feared, a 
French privateer. He was in no condition of resistance, 
and immediately struck on her firing the llrst gun. The 
captain of the Frenchman, with several of his hands, 
came on board the English vessel, which they rifled of 
ever^'tbing valuable, and, amongst the rest, of poor Mrs. 
Heartfree's whole cargo; and then taking the crew, 
together with the two passengers, aboard his own ship, 
he determined, as the other would be only a burthen to 
him, to sink her, she being very old and leaky, and not 
worth going back with to Dunkirk. He preserved, 
therefore, nothing but the boat, as his own was none of 
the best, and then, pouring a broadside into her, he sent 
her to the bottom. 

The French captain, who was a very young fellow, and 
a man of gallantry, was presently enamored to no small 
degree with his beautiful captive ; and, imagining Wild, 
from some words he dropped, to be her husband, not- 
witlisteuiding the ill affection towards him which ap- 
peared in her looks, he asked her if she understood 
~ She answered In the affirmative, for indeed she 
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did perfectly well. He then asked her how long she and 
tbat gtiDtleman (poluting to Wild) bad been marrieil. 
She answered, with a deep sigh and many tears, that she 
was married indeed, but not to that viUain, who wa^ the 
sole cause of all her misfortunes. The appellation raised 
a curiosity in the captain, and he importuned her in so 
pressing but gentle a manner to acquaint him with the 
injuries she complained of, that she was at last prevailed 
on to recount to him the whole history* of ber atUictions. 
This so moved the captain, who had too little notions ot 
greatness, and so incensed him against our hero, 
that he resolved to punish him ; and, without 
regard to the laws of war, he immediately ordered out 
his shattered boat, and, making Wild a present of half-a- 
dozen biscuits to prolong his misery, he put him therein, 
and then, committing Mm to the mercy of the sea, pro- 
ceeded on his cruise. 



CHAPTER XI. 

mderful l>ehav\or of our hero f n tht tool. 
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Tht great and i 

It is probable that a desire of ingratiating hli 
with his charming captive, or rather conqueror, bad no 
little share In promoting this extraordinary' act of illegal 
justice ; for the Frenchman had conceived the same sort 
of passion or hunger which Wild himself had felt, and 
was almost as much resolved, by some means or other, 
to satisfy it. We will leave him, however, at present in 
the pursuit of his v,-ishes, and attend our hero in his boat> 
ance it is in circumstances of distress that true great- 
ness appears most wonderful. For that a prince in the 
lutdst of his courtiers, all ready to compliment him with 
his favorite character or title, and Indeed vi-ith everj-thing 
else, or that a conqueror, at the bead of a hundred thou- 
«and men, all prepared to execute his will, bowambitious, 
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waatoD, or cruel soever, should, in the giddiness of their 
pride, elevate themselves many degrees above those their 
tools, seems not difficult to be imagined, or indeed ac- 
coimted for. But that a man in chains, in prison, nay, in 
the vilest dungeon, should, with persevering pride and 
obstinate dignity, discover that vast superiority in his 
own nature over the rest of mankind, who to a vulgar 
eye seem much happier than himself: nay, that he 
should discover heaven and providence (whose peculiar 
care> it seems, he is) at that very time at work for him; this 
ia among the arcana of greatness, to be iierfectly under- 
stood only by an adept in that science. 

What could be imagined more miserable than the si! 
uatioQ of our hero at this season, floating in a little 
on the open seas, without oar, without sail, and at 
mercy of the first wave to overwhelm him ? nay, 
was indeed the fair side of his fortune, a 
much more ehgible (ate than that alternative which 
threatened him with almost unavoidable certainty, viz. 
starving with hunger, the sure consequence of a continu- 
ance of the calm. 

Our hero, llndiug himself in this condition, began to 
ejaculate a round of blasphemies, which the I'eader, ivith- 
out being over-pious, might be offended at seeing re- 
peated. He then accused the whole female sex, and the 
passion of love (as he called it), particularly that which 
be bore to Mrs. Heartfrce, as the unhappy occasion of 
bis present sufferings. At length, finding himself de- 
scending too much into the language of meanness and 
complaint, ho stopped short, and soon after broke forthas 
follows: "D— nit, a man can die but once I what signifies 
it? Every man must die, and when it ia over it is over. 
I never was afraid of anything yet, nor I won't begin 
now; DO, d — n me, won't I. What signifies fear? I 
shall die whether I am afraid or no ; who's afraid then, 
d — o me ? " At which words he looked extremely fierce, 
hut, recollecting that no one was present to see himj 
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relaxed a little the terror of his countenaDce, and, paus- 
ing a while, repeated the word, d — n ! " Suppose I 
should be d — ned at last," cries he, " when I never 
thought a syllable of the matter I I have often laug-hed 
and made a jest about it, and yet it may be so, for any- 
thing which I know to the contrary. If there should be 
another world it will go hard with me, that is certain, 
I shall never escape for what 1 have done to Heartfree. 
The devil must have me for that undoubtedly. The 
devil I Pshaw ! I am not such a fool to be frightened 
at him neither. No, no; when a man's dead there's an 
end of him. 1 wish I was certainly satisfied of it though; 
for there are some men of learning, as I have heard, of a 
different opinion. It is but a bad chance, methlnks, I 
stand. 11 there be no other world, why I shall be in no 
worse condition than a block or a stone ; but if ther« 

should d — n me I will think no longer about it. Let a 

pack of cowardly rascals be afraid of death, I dare look 
bim in the face. But shall I stay and he starved ? No, 
I wUI eat up the biscuits the French son of a whore 
bestowed on me, and then leap iuto the sea for drink, 
since the unconscionable dog hath not allowed me a 
fiingle dram." Having thus said, he proceeded immedi- 
ately to put his purpose in execution, and as his resolu- 
tion never failed him, he had no sooner despatched the 
small quantity of provision which his enemy had with no 
vast liberality presented him, than he cast himself hi 
long into tJie sea. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

The ttrange andyet natural taeape ofvnrhtro. 

OuE hero, having with wonderful resolution thrown 

himself into the sea, as we mentioned at the end of the 

last chapter, was miraculously within two minutes 

replaced in his boat ; and this without the aasistance 
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dolphin or a seahorse, or any other fish or animal, whpj 
are always as ready at hand when a poet or historian 
pleases to call for them to cairy a hero through the sea, 
as any chairman at a coflee-house door near St. James' 
to convey a beau over a street, and preserve his white 
stockings. The truth is, we do not choose to have any 
recourse to miracles, from the strict observance we pay 
to that rule of Horace, 

Nee Deua interait, nisi dignus vindice nodus. 
The meaning of which is, do not bring in a supcmatnrrf' 
agent when you can do without him ; and indeed we ard 
much deeper read in natural than supernatural causes. 
"We will therefore endeavor to account for this extraordi. 
nary event from the former of these ; and in doing this it 
will be necessary to disclose some profound secrets to our 
reader, extremely well worth his knowing, and which 
may serve him to account for many occurrences of the 
phenomenous kind which have formerly appeared in this 
our hemisphere. 

Be it known, then, that the great Alma Mater, Nature 
IS of all other females the most obstinate, and tenacioi 
of her purpose. 80 true is that observation, 

Natur&m expcUaa furca licet, usque recurret. 
"Which I need not render in English, it being to bo found 
in a book which most fine gentlemen are forced to read. 
Whatever Nature, therefore, purposes to herself, she 
never suffers any reason, design, or accident to frustrate. 
Now, though it may seem to a shallow observer that 
some persons were designed by Nature for no use or pur- 
pose whatever, yet certain it is that no man is bom into 
&e world without his particular allotment ; viz. some to 
be kings, some statesmen, some ambassadors, some 
iHshops, some generals, and so on. Of these there be two 
kinds: those to whom Nature is so generous to give some 
endowment qualifying them for the parts she intends 
them afterwards to act on this stage, and those whom she 
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uses as tnstances of her unlimited power, and for whose 
preferment to such and such stations Solomon himself 
could have Invented no other reason than that Nature 
designed them so. These latter some great philosophers 
have, to show them to be the favorites of Nature, dis- 
tinguished by the honorable appellation of katubaLB. 
Indeed, the ti'ue reason of the general ignorance of man- 
kind on this head seems to he this; that, as Nature 
chooses to execute these her purposes by certain second 
causes, and as many of these second causes seem so 
totally foreign to her design, the wit of man, which, lilce 
his eye, sees best directly forward, and very httle and im- 
perfectly what is oblique, is not able to discern the end by 
the means. Thus, how a handsome wife or daughter should 
contribute to execute her original designation of a gen- 
eral, or how flattery or half a dozen houses in a borough- 
town should denote a judge, or a bishop, he is not capa- 
ble of comprehending. And, indeed, we ourselves, wise 
as we are, are forced to reason ab effectu; and if we had 
been asked what Nature had intended such men lor, 
before she herself had by the eventdemonstratedherpui^ 
pose, It is possible we might sometimes have been pustled 
to declare; for it must be confessed that at first sight, and 
to a mind uninspired, a man of vast natural incapacity 
and much acquired knowledge may seem by Nature 
designed for pow^er and honor, rather than one remark- 
able only for the want of these, and indeed all otlier qnal- 
iflcations; whereas daily experience convinces us of the 
contrary, and drives us as it were into the opinion I have 
here disclosed. 

Now, Nature having originally intended our great man 
for that final exaltation which, as it is the most proper 
and becoming end of all great men, it were heartily to be 
wished they might all arrive at, would by no means be 
diverted fi-om her purpose. She therefore no sooner spied 
him in the water than she softly whispered in his ear to 
attempttbe recovery of his boat, which call he immedi- 
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bely obeyed, and being a good swimmer and it being: 
Im, with great facility accomplished it. 

Thus we think this passage in our history, at first so 
greatly surprising, is very naturally accounted for, and 
our relation rescued from the Prodigious, which, though 
It often occurs in biography, is not to be encouraged nor 
much commended on any occasion, unless when abso- 
lutely necessary to prevent the history's being at an end. 
Secondly, we hope our hero is justified from that imputa- 
tion of want of resolution which must have been fatal to 
the greatness of his character. 



CHAPTER Xin. 



« 



Oca hero passed the remainder of the evening, the 
night, and the next day, in a condition not much to be 
en\ied by any passion of the human mind, unless by 
ambition ; which, provided it can only entertain itself with 
Uie most distant music of fame's trumpet, can disdain all . 
the pleasures of the sensualist, and those more solemn, J 
though quieter comforts, which a good conscience sug^fl 
gests to a Christian philosopher. ' 

He spent his time in contemplation, that is to say, in 
blaspheming, cursing, and sometimes singing and whis- 
tling. At last, when cold and hunger had almost subdued 
bis native fierceness, it being a good deal past midnight 
and extremely dark, he thought he beheld a light at a 
distance, which the cloudiness of the sky prevented his 
mLstaking for a star ; this light, however, did not seem 
to approach him, at least it approached by such imper- 
ceptible degrees that it gave him very little comfort, 
and at length totally forsook him. He then renewed hia 
contemplation as before, in which he continued till the 
day began to break, when, to his inexpressible delight, 
be beheld a sail at a very little distance, and which lucki' 
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to be making towards him. Ho was likewise 
soon Bspied by those in the vessel, who wanted no sg- 
Dais to inform tbcm of ttis distress, and, as it was almost 
a calm, and their course lay witliin five hundred yards 
of him, they hoisted out their boat and fetched him 
aboard. 

The captain of this ship was a Frenchman ; she was 
laden with deal from Norway, and had been extremely 
shattered in the late storm. This captain was of tiiat 
kind of men who are actuated by general humanity, and 
whose compassion can be mii>ed by the distress of a fel* 
low-creature, though of a nation whose king hath quar- 
reled with the monarch of their own. He therefore, 
commiserating the circumstances of Wild, who had 
dressed up a story proper to Impose upon such a silly 
fellow, told him that, as himself well knew, he must be a 
prisoner ou his arrival in France, but that he would 
endeavor to procure his redemption ; for which our hero 
greatly thanked him. But, as they were making very 
slow sail (for they had lost their mainmast in the storm), 
Wild saw a little vessel at a distance, they being within 
a few leagues of the English shore, which, on inquiry, ho 
was informed was probably an English fishing-boat. 
And, it being then perfectly calm, be proposed that, if 
they would accommodate him with a pair of scullers, be 
could get within i-eacb of the boat, at least near enouglk 
to make signals to her ; and he preferred any risk to tiie 
certain fate of being a prisoner. As his courago was 
somewhat restored by the provisions (especially brandy) 
with which the Frenchman had supplied him, be was so 
earnest in his entreaties, that the captain, after many 
persuasions, at length complied, and he was furnished 
with scullers, and with some bread, pork, and a bottle of 
brandy. Then, taking leave of his preservers, he again 
betook himself to his boat, and rowed so heartily that 
he soon came within the sight of the fisherman, who IB 
mediately made towards him and took him aboard. 
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No sooner was Wild ^t safe on board the fisherman 
than he b^ged liim to make the utmost speed into Deal, 
for that the vessel which was still in sight was a dis- i 
tressed Frenchman, bound for Havre de Grace, and>'H 
might easUy be made a prize if there was any ship ready ■ 
to go in pursuit of her. So nobly and greatly did our ' 
hero neglect ail obligations conferred on him by the 
enemies of his country, that h© would have contributed 
all be could to the taking his benefactor, to whom ha • 
owed both his Ufe and his liberty. 

The fisherman took his advice, and soon arrived at^ 
Deal, where tho reader will, 1 doubt not, he as much con*''^ 
cemed as Wild was that there was not a single ship 1 
prepared to go on the expedition. 

Our hero now saw lijraself once more safe on feiraJ 
firma, but unluckily at some distance from that city-f 
where men of ingenuity can most easily supply thdr- 
wants without the assistance of money, or rathi 
can most easily procure money for the supply 
their wants. However, as his talents were bu 
rior to every difficulty, he framed so dexterous 
account of his being a merchant, having been taken 
and plundered by the enemy, and of his great effects in 
London, that he was not only heartily regaled by the fish- 
erman at his house, but made so handsome a booty by 
way of borrowing, a method of taking which wc have 
before mentioned to have his approbation, that he was 
enabled to provide himself with a place in the stage- 
coach ; which (as God permitted it to perform the jour- 
ney) brought him at the appointed time to an inn in the 
metropolis. 

And now, reader, as thou canst be in no suspense fori 
the fat« of our great man, since we have letumed him 
safe to the principal scene of his glory, we will a little 
look back on the fortunes of Mr. Heartfree, whom we left 
in no very pleasant situation ; but of this we shall treat 
in tho next book. ^H 
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CHAPTER L 

ne tow cmd pitiful behavior of Beartfree; and tite 
of hi» apprentioe. 

Hi8 misfortunes did Dot entirely prevent Heartfree from 
closing his eyes. On the contrary, he slept several hoars 
the first night of his confinement. However, he perhaps 
paid too severely dear both for his repose and for a sweet 
dream which accompanied it, and represented his httle 
farotly in one of those tender scenes which had frequently 
passed in the days of his happiness and prosperity, when 
the provision they were making for the future fortunes 
of their children used to be one of the most agreeable 
topics of discourse with which he and his wife entertained 
themselves. The pleasantness of this vision, therefore, 
served only, on his awaking, to set forth his present 
misery with additional horror, and to heighten the dread- 
ful ideas which now crowded on his mind. 

He had spent a considerable time after his first rising 
from the bed, on which he had, without undressing, thrown 
himself, and now began to wonder at Mrs. Heartfree's 
long absence ; hut as the mind is desirous (and perhaps 
wisely too) -to comfort itself with drawing the most flat- 
tering conclusions from all events, so he hoped the longer 
her stay was the more certain was his deliverance. At 
length bis impatience prevailed, and he was just going to 
despatch a messenger to his own house when his appren' 
tice came to pay him a visit, and on his inquiry infoi 
him that bis wife had departed in company with 
Wild many hours before, and had carried all his 
valuable etiects with her ; adding at the same time 
Bhe had herself positively acquainted him she had her 
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husband's express orders for so doing, and that she v 
I g^De to Holland. 

It is the observation of many wise men, who have 
studiod the anatomy of the human soul with more atten. 
tion than our young physicians generally bestow on that 
of the body, that great and violent surprise hath a differ- 
ent effect from that which is wrought in a good house- 
wife by perceiving any disorders in her kitchen ; who, on 
such occasions, commonly spreads the disorder, not only 
over her whole family, but over the whole neighborhood. 
— Now, these great calamities, especially when sudden, 
tend to stifle and deaden all the faculties, instead of rous- 
ing them ; and accordingly Herodotus tells us a story of 
Croesus, king of Lydia, who, on beholding his servants 
and courtiers led captive, wept bitterly, but, when he saw 
his wife and children in that condition, stood stupid and 
motionless ; so stood poor Heartfree on this relation of 
his apprentice, nothing moving but his color, which en- 
tirely forsook his countenance. 

The apprentice, who had not in the least doubted the 
veracity of hia mistress, perceiving the surprise which 
too visibly appeared in bis master, became speechless 
likewise, and both remained silent some minutes, gazing 
with astonishment and horror at each other. At last 
Heartfree cried out in an agony, " My wife deserted me 
in my misfortunes I " — "Heaven forbid, sir I" answered 
the other. — " And what is become of my poor children ? " 
replied Heartfree. — "They are at home, sir," said the 
apprentice. — " Heaven be praised 1 She hath forsaken 
them too!" cries Heartfree: "fetch them hither this 
iDBtant. Go, my dear Jack, bring hither my little all 
which remains nosv : fly, child, if thou dost not intend 
likewise to forsake me in my afHictions." The youth 
answered he would die sooner than entertain such a 
I thought, and, begging his master to be comforted, in. 

^^L^Btantly obeyed bis orders. 

^^H Heartfree, the moment the young man was departed, 
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tturew himself on his bed in an agony of despair; 
recollecting liimseU after he had vented the first saUies 
of his passion, he began to question the infidelity o! his 
wife as a matter impossible. He ran over in bis thoughts 
the uninterrupted tenderness which she had always shown 
him, and, for a minute, blamed the rashness of his belief 
against her ; till the many circamstances of her having 
left him so long, and neither writ nor sent to him since 
her departure with all his effects and with Wild, of whom 
no was not before without suspicion, and, lastly and 
chiefly, her false pretense to his commands, entirely turned 
the scale, and convinced him of her disloyalty. 

While he was in these agitations of mind, the good ap- 
prentice, who had used the utmost expedition, brought 
his children to him. He embraced them with the most 
passionate fondness, and imprinted numberless kisses on 
their little lips. The little girl flew to him with almost 
as much eagerness as he himself expressed at her sight, 
and cried out, " O papa, why did you not com© home to 
poor mamma all this while ? I thought you would not 
have left your little Nancy so long." After which he asked 
her for her mother, and was told she bad kissed them 
both in the morning, and cried very much for his absence. 
All which brought a floo<l of tears into the eyes of this 
weak, silly man, who had not greatness sufficient to con- 
quer these low efforts of tenderness and humanity. 

He then proceeded to inquire of the maid-servant, who 
acquainted him that she knew no more than that her 
mistress had taken leave of her children in the morning 
with many tears and kisses, and had recommended them 
in the most earnest manner to her care ; she said she had 
promised faithfully to take care of them, and would, 
while they were intrusted to her, fulfill her promise. For 
which profession Heartfree expressed much gratitude to 
her, and, after indulging himself with some httle food* 
ness, which we shall not relate, he deUvered his children 
into the good woman's hands, and dismissed her. 
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CHAPTER II. 
Auptaiquffof Htarlfre«'»,/uUo/low and bate ideas, uHlkout a ggU 

table of UBEATHES8. 

Beino DOW alone, be sat some short time silent, and 
then burst forth into the following soliloquy; — 

" What shall I do ? Shall I abandon myself to a dls- 
pirited despair, or fly iJi the face of the Almighty? 
Surely both are unworthy of a wise man; for what can 
be more vain than weakly to lament my fortune if irre- 
trievable, or, if hope remains, to offend that Being who 
can most strongly support it ? but are my passions then 
voluntary 1 Am I so absolutely their mast«r that I can 
resolve with myself so far only \viU I grieve ? Certainly, 
no. Reason, however, we flatter oureelves, hath not 
such despotic empire in our minds that it can, with im- 
perial voice, hush all our sorrow in a moment. Where 
then is its use P For either it is an empty sound, and we 
are deceived in thinking we have reason, or it is given us 
to some end, and hath a part assigned it by the all>wise 
Creator. Why, what can its office be other than justly 
to weigh the worth of all things, and to direct us to that 
perfection of human wisdom which proportions our es- 
teem of every object by its real merit, and prevents us 
from over or under valuing whatever we hope for, we en- 
joy, or we lose. It doth not foolishly say to us, Be not 
glad, or. Bo not sorry, which would be as vain and Idle 
as to bid the purling river cease to run, or the waging 
wind to blow. It prevents us only from exulting, like 
children, when we receive a toy, or from lameutiog when 
we are deprivod of it. Sappose then I have lost the en- 
joyments of this world, and my expectation of future 
pleasure and profit is for ever disappointed, what relief 
can my reason afford ? What, imless it can show me I 
had fixed myaffections ou a toy; that what I desired was 
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Dot, bj^ a wise man, eagprly to be affected, nor it* loss 
violently deplored ? for there are toys adapted to 
ages, from the rattle to the throne; and perhaps the 
of all is equal to their several possessors; for if the ra) 
pleases the ear of the infant what can the flattery of 
pbants give more to the prince ? The latter is as far from 
exammiag into the reality and source of his pleasure as 
the former; for if both did, they must both equally de- 
spise it. And surety, if we consider tbetn. seriously, and 
compare tbem together, we shall be forced to conclude all 
those pomps and pleasures of which men are so fond, and 
which, through so much danger and difficulty, with such 
violence and villainy, they pursue, to be as worthless 
trifles as any exposed to sale in a toy shop. I have often 
noted my httle girl \'iewing with eager eyes a jointed 
baby; I have marked the pains and solicitations she hath 
used till I have been prevailed on to indulge her with it 
At her first obtaining it, what joy hath sparkled in her 
countenance ! with what raptures hath she taken posses- 
sion I but how httle satisfaction hath she found in it ! 
What pains to work out her amusement from it I Its 
dress must be varied; the tinsel ornaments which first 
caughtber eyes produce no longer pleasure; she endeav- 
ors to make it stand and walk in vain, and is constrained 
herself to supply it with conversation. In a day's time 
it is thrown by and neglected, and some less costly toy 
preferred to it. How like the situation of this child is 
that of every man I What difficulties in the pursuit of 
his desires I what inanity in the possession of most, attd 
satiety in those which seem more real and subslantial t 
The dehghts of most men are as childish and as super- 
ficial as that of my little girl; a feather or a fiddle uv 
their pursuits and their pleasures through life, even to 
their ripest years, if such men may be said to attain any 
ripeness at all. But let us survey those whose under- 
standings are of a more elevated and refined temper; how 
empt>' do they soon find the world of enjoyments worth 
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their desire or attaining' I How soon do they retreat 
solitude and contemplation, to gardening and planting,^ 
and auch rural amusements, where their trees and they 
enjoy the air and the sun in common, and both vegetate 
with very little difference between them. But suppose, 
(which neither truth nor wisdom will allow) we could ad- 
mit something more valuable and substantial in theae 
blessings, would not the uncertainty of their possession 
be alone sufficient to lower their price ? How mean a 
tenure is that at the will of fortune, which chance, fraud, 
and rapine are every day so likely to deprive us of, and 
often the more likely by how much the greater worth our 
possessions are off! Is it not to place our affections on a 
bubble in the water, or on a picture in the clouds ? "What 
mad man would build a fine house or frame a beautiful 
garden on land in which he held so uncertain an intei-est? 
But again, was all this less undeniable, did Fortune, the 
ladyof ourmanor, lease to us for ourlives, of how little 
consideration must even this term appear! For, admit- 
ting that these pleasures were not liable to be torn from 
U8| how certainly must we be torn from them I Perhaps 
to-morrow — nay or even sooner; for aathe excellent poet 
says — 

Where is to-morrow 7 — In the other world. 

To tbousaoda this is true, and th* reverse 

HI have no further hope in this world, can I have 
beyond it? Surely those laborious writers, who 
taken such Infinite pains to destroy or weaken all 
the proofs of futurity, have not so far succeeded as to 
exclude us from hopa That active principle in man which 
with such boldness pushes us on through every labor and 
difficulty, to attain the most distant and most improbable 
event in this world, will not surely deny us a Httlo flat- 
tering prospect of those beautiful mansions which, if they 
could l^ thought chimerical, must be allowed the loveliest 
which can entertain the eye of man; and to which the road, 
il we anderstand It rightly, appears to have so few thorns 
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and briars io it, and to require so little labor and fal 

from those who shall pass through it, that its ways i 

truly said to be ways of pleasantness, and all its paths 
to be those of peace. If the proofs of Christianity be as 
strong as I imagine them, surely enough may be deduced 
from that ground only to comfort and support the most 
miserable man in his afflictions. And this I think my 
reason tells me that, if the professors and propagators of 
infidelity are in the right, the losses which deatJi brings 
to the virtuous are not worth their lamenting ; but if 
these are, as certainly they seem, in the wrong, tie 
blessings it procures themare not sufQcicntly to be coveted 
and rejoiced at. 

'* On my own account then, I have no cause for sorrow, 
but on my children's! — Why the same Being to whose 
goodaess and power I intrust my own happiness is like- 
wise as able and willing to procure theirs. Nor mattets 
it what state of life is allotted for them, whether it be their 
fate to procure bread with their own labor, or to eat it at 
the sweat of others. Perhaps, if we consider the caae 
with proper attention, or resolve it with due sincerity, the 
former is much the sweeter. The hind may be more 
happy than the lord, for his desires are fewer, and those 
such as are attended with more hope and less fear. I 
will do my utmost to lay the foundations of my children's 
happiness ; I nill carefully avoid educating them in a 
station superior to their fortune, and for the event b^ist 
to that Being in whom whoever rightly confides must be 
superior to all worldly sorrows." 

In this low manner did this poor wretch proceed to 
argue, till he had worked himself up into an enthusiasm 
which by degrees soon became invulnerable to every 
human attack ; so that when Mr. Snap acquainted him 
with the return of the writ, and that he must cany bim 
to Newgate, he received the message as Socrates did the 
news of the ship's arrival, and that he was to pre 
death. 
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CHAPTER III. 
Wttenin our hero proceeds in the road to obkatnksb. 

But we must not detain our reader too long with these 
low characters. He is doubtless as impatient as the 
audience at the theatre till the principal figure returns on 
the stage ; we will therefore indulge his inclination, and 
pursue the actions of the Great Wild. 

There happened to be in the stage coach in which Mr. 
Wild traveled from Dover a certain young gentleman 
who had sold an estate in Kent, and was gomg to London 
to receive the money. There was hkewise a handsome 
yoimg woman who had left her parents at Canterbury, and 
was proceeding to the same city, in order (as she informed 
her fellow-travelei's) to make her fortune. With this girl 
the young spark was so much enamored that he publicly 
acquainted her with the purpose of his journey, and offered 
her a considerable sum in baud and a settlement if she 
would consent to return with him into the country, where 
she would be at a safe distance from her relations. 
Whether she accepted this proposal or no we are notable 
with any tolerable certainty to deliver: but Wild, the 
moment he heard of his money, began to cast about in his 
mind by what means ho might become master of it. He 
entered into a long harangue about the methods of car- 
rying money safely on the road, and said, he had at that 
time two bank bills of a hundred pounds each sewed in 
his coat ; " which," added be, " is so safe a way, that it 
is almost impossible I should be in any danger of being 
robbed by the most cunning highwayman." 

The young gentleman, who was no descendant of Solo- 
mon, or, if he was, did not any more than some other 
descendants of wise men, inherit the wisdom of his ances- 
tor, greatly approved Wild's ingenuity, and, thi 
hhn tor his information, declared he would follow 
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example when be returned into tlie country; by whkli 
means he proposed to save the preuiium commonly taken 
for the remittance. Wild had then no more to do but 
to Inform himself rightly of the time of the gentle- 
man's journey, which he did with great certainty before 
they separated. 

At his arrival in town he fixed on two whom he re- 
garded as the most resolute of bis gang for this enter* 
prise; and, accordingly, having summoned the princip^, 
or most desperate, as be imagined him, of these two (for 
he never cbose to communicate in the presence of more 
than one), he proposed to him the robbing and murdering 
of this gentleman. 

Mr. Marybone (for that was the gentleman's name Xa 
whom he apphed) readily agreed to the robbery, but 
he hesitated at the murder. He said, as to robbeiy, he 
had, on much weighing and considering the matter, vety 
well reconciled his conscience to it; for, though that 
noble kind of robbery which was executed on the high- 
way was, from the cowardice of mankind, less frequent, 
yet the baser and meaner species, sometimes called cheat- 
ing, but more commonly known by the name of robbery 
within the law, was in a manner universal. He did not 
therefore pretend to the reputation of being so much 
honester than other people ; but could by no means satisfy 
himself in the commission of mui-der, which was a sin of 
the most heinous nature, and so immediately prosecuted 
by God's judgment that it never passed undiscovered or 
unpunished. 

Wild, with the utmost disdain in his countenance, an- 
swered as follows : " Art thou he whom I have sdected 
out of my whole gang for this glorious undertaking, and 
dost thou cant of God's revenge against murder P You 
have, it seems, reconciled your conscience (a pretty word) 
to robbery from its being so common. It is then the 
novelty of murder which deters you ? Do you Imagine 
that guns, and pistols, and swords, and knives are Uie 





JONATHAN WILD. 



only instruments of death ? Look into the world and 
see the numbers whom broken fortunes and broken hearts 
bring untimely to the grave. To omit those glorious 
heroes who, to theii" immortal honor, have massacred 
whole nations, what think you of private persecution, 
treachery, and slander, by which the very souls of men 
are in a manner torn from their bodies ? Is it not more 
generous, nay, more good-natured, to send a man to his 
rest, than, after having plundered him of all he hath, or 
from malice or malevolence deprived him of his charac- 
ter, to punish him with a languishing death, or, what is 
worse, a languishing life ? Murder, therefore, is not so 
uncommon as you weakly conceive it, though, as you said 
of robbery, that more noble kind which lies within the 
paw of the law may be so. But this is the most innocent 
in him who doth it, and the most eligible to him who ia 
to suffer it. Believe me, lad, the tongue of a viper ia less 
hurtful than that of a slanderer, and the gilded scales of 
a rattlesnake less dreadful than the pulse of the oppressor. 
Let m© therefore hear no more of your scruples ; but con- 
sent to my proposal without further hesitation, unless, 
hke a woman, you are afraid of blooding your clothes, 
or, like a fool, are terriiied with the apprehensions of being 
hanged in chains. Take my word for it, you had better 
be an honest man than half a rogue. Do not think of 
continuing in my gang without abandoning yourself ab- 
solutely to my pleasure ; for no man shall ever receive a 
favor at my hands who sticks at anything, or ia guided 
by any other law than that of my will." 

Wild thus ended his speech, which had not the desired 
effect on Marybone ; he agreed to the robbery, but would 
not undertake the murder, as Wild (who feared that, by 
Marybone's demanding to search the gentleman's coat, 
he might hazard suspicion himself) insisted. Marybone 
was immediately entered by Wild in his black-book, and 
was presently after Impeached aud executed as a fellow 
oQ whom his leader could not place sufficient dependence ; 
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thus falling, as many rogues do, a sacrifice, nut to his 
roguery, but to his conscience. 
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CHAPTER IV. 1 

ht which a young hero, of wonderful good promiM, nudM kU fint 
appearance, tnth many other gkkat mattbks. 

Our hero uext applied himself to another of his gang, 
who instantly received his orders, and, instead of hesi- 
tating at a single murder, asked if be should blow oat 
the brains of all the passengers, coachman and all. Bot 
Wild, whose moderation we have before noted, would 
not permit him ; and therefore, having given hi m an 
exact description of the devoted person, with his other 
necessary instructions, he dismissed him, with the strict- 
est orders to avoid, if possible, doing hurt to any otibw 
person. 

The name of this youth, who will hereafter make some 
figure in this history, being the Achates of our .Sams, 
or rather the Heephestion of our Alexander, was Fire- 
blood. He bad every qualification to make a second- 
rate GREAT man ; or, in other words, be was completely 
equipped for the tool of a real or first-rate GREAT man. 
We shall therefore (which is the properest way of deal- 
ing with this kind of greatness) describe him nega- 
tively, and cootent ourselves with telling our reader 
what qualities he had not ; in which number were 
humanity, modesty, and fear, not one grain of any of 
which was mingled in his whole composition. 

We will now leave this youth, who was esteemed the 
most promising of the whole gang, and whom Wild often 
declared to be one of the prettiest lads be had ever seen, 
of which opinion, indeed, were most other people of his 
ftcquuntance; we will however leave him at bis entrance 
on this enterprise, and keep our attention fixed on oar 
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hero, whom we shall observe taking largo strides towards I 
the summit of human g\ory. 

Wild, immediately at his return to town, went to pay 1 
a visit to Miss Laetitia Soap; for he had that weakness ol I 
suffering himself to be enslaved by women, so naturally J 
incident to men of heroic disposition, to say the truth, 
might more properly be called a slavery to his own appe> 1 
tite; for, could he have satisfied that, he had not cared ] 
three farthings what had become of the little tyrant for 
whom he professed so violent a regard. Here he was in- 
formed that Mr. Hearttree had been conveyed to New- 
ite the day before, the vn-it beuig then returnable. He 
somewhat concerned at this news; not from any 
impassion for the misfortunes of Heartfree, whom he 
.tedwith such inveteracy that one would have imagined 
had suffered the same injuries from him which he had 
le towards him. His concern therefore had another 
lotive; in fact, he was uneasy at the place of Mr. Heart- 
free's confinement, as it was to be the scene of his future 
glor>', and where conse<iuently he should be frequently 
obliged to see a face which hatred, and not shame, made 
him detest the sight of. 

To prevent this, therefore, several methods suggested 
themselves to him. At first he thought of removing hira 
out of the way by the ordinary method of murder, which I 
ho doubted not but Fireblood would be very ready to exe- 
cute; for that youth had, at their last interview, sworn, i 
D — n his eyes, he thought there was no better pastime ' 
than bloxving a man's brains out. But, besides the danger 
of this method, it did not look horrible nor barbarous 
enough for the last mischief which he should do to Heartr 
free. Considering, therefore, a little farther with him- 
he at length came to a resolution to hang him, ii 
lible, the very next sessions. 

ow, though the observation — how apt men are to hate j 
Ihey injure, or how unforgiving they are of the i 
juries they do themselves — be common enoug-h, yet I do | 
W— 8 ' 
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oot remember to have erer seen the rcasoD of this 
strange pheoomeuon as at Ilrst it appears. Koow there- 
lore, reader, that with much and severe scnitiiiy we have 
discovered this hatred to be fouBded on the pasaion of 
fear, and to arise from an apprehension that the petson 
whom we have ourselves greatly injured will use all pos- 
sible endeavors to revenge and retaliate the injuries we 
have done him. An opinion so Qnnly established in bad 
and great minds (and those who confer injuries on others 
have seldom very good or mean ones) that uo benero- 
lence, nor even beneficence, on the injured side, can entdi- 
cate it. On the contrary, they refer all these acta of 
kindness to imposture and design of lulling their suspi- 
cion, till an opporttmity offers of striking a surer and 
severer blow; and thus, while the good man who hath 
received it bath truly forgotten the injury, the evil miod - 
which did it hath it in lively and fresh remembrance. 

As we scorn to keep any discoveries secret from our 
readers, whose instruction, as well as diversion, we have 
greatly considered in this historj', we have here digressed 
somewhat to communicate the following short lesson to 
those who are simple and well inclined: though as » 
Christian thou art obliged, and we advise thee, to forgive 
thy enemy, never tbitst thb man who hath brasoN TO 
817SPBCT THAT YQC KNOW B£ HATH INJURBD YOC. 



CHAPTER V. 

Xore and more obeatkkss, tmparaOeUd in hiilorf or rotnam 
In order to accomplish this great and noble scheme, 

I which the vast genius of Wild had contrived, the first 
necessar;)' step was to regain the confidence of Heart/r«e. 
But, however necessary this was, it seemed to be 
attended with such insurmountable difficulties, that even 
our hero for some time despaired of success. He was 
greatly superior to all mankind in the steadiness of his 
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countenance, but this undertaking seemed to require 
more of that noble quality than had evei' been the portion 
of a mortal. However, at last he resolved to attempt it, 
and from his success I think we may fairly assert that 
what was said by the Latiu poet of labor, that it conquers 
all things, is much more true when applied to im- 
pudence. 

When he had formed his plan he when to Newgate, and 
burst resolutely into the presence of Heartfree, whom he 
eagerly embraced and kissed ; and then, fli-st arraigning 
hia own rashness, and afterwards lamenting his unfor- 
tunate want of success, he acquainted him with the 
particulars of what had happened ; concealing only that 
single incident of his attack on the other's wife, and his 
motive to the undertaking, which, he assured Heartfree, 
was a desire to preserve his effects from a statute of 
bankruptcy. 

The frank openness of this declaration, with the com- 
posure of countenance with which it was delivered ; his 
seeming only ruffled by the concern for his friend's mis- 
fortune; the probability of truth attending it, joined to 
the boldness and disinterested appearance of this visit, 
together with his many professions of immediate service 
at a time when he could not have the least visible motive 
from self-love ; and al>ovo all, his offering him money, 
the last and surest token of friendship, rushed with such 
united force on the well-disposed heart, as it is vulgarly 
called, of this simple man, that they instantly staggered 
and soon subverted all the determination he had before 
made in prejudice of Wild, who, perceiving the balance 
to be turning in his favor, presently threw in a hundred 
imprecations on his own fot'y and ill-advised forwardness 
to serve bis friend, which had thus unhappily produced 
his ruin ; he added as many curses on the count, whom bo 
vowed to pursue with revenge all over Europe ; lastly, 

9 cast in some grains of comfort, assuring Heartfree 

At his wife was fallen into the gentlest hands, that 
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vrould be cp-rried no farther than Dunkirk, whence slie 
might very easily be redeemed. 

Heartrree, to whom the lightest presumption of his 
wife's fidelity would have been more delicious thaji Uie 
absolute restoration of ail his jewels, and who, iudeed, 
h-od with the utmost difflculty been brought to entertain 
the slightest suspicion of her inconstancy, immediately 
abandoned all distrust of both her and liis friend, whose 
sincerity (luckily tor Wild's purpose) seemed to him to 
depend on the same evidence. Ha then embraced our 
hero, who had in his countenance all the symptoms of the 
deepest concern, and begged liim to be comforted ; saying 
that the intentions, rather than the actions of men, con- 
ferred obligations ; that as to the event of human affairs, 
it was governed either by chance or some superior 
agent ; that friendship was concerned only in the direc- 
tion of our designs ; and suppose these failed of success, 
or produced an event never so contrary to their aim, th« 
merit of a good intention was not in the least lessened, 
but was rather entitled to compassion. 

Heartfree however was soon curious enough to inciulre 
how Wild had escaped the captivity which his wife then 
suffered. Here likewise he recounted the whole truth, 
omitting only the motive to the French captain's cruelty, 
for which he assigned a very different reason, namely, 
his attempt to secure Heartfree's jewels. Wild indeed 
always kept as much truth as was possible in every- 
thing ; and this he said was turning the cannon of the 
enemy upon themselves. 

Wild, having thus with admirable and trul^- laudable 
conduct achieved the first step, began to discourse on the 
badness of the world, and particularly to blame the 
severity of creditors, who seldom or never attend to any 
unfortunate circumstances, but without mercy inflicted 
confinement on the debtor, whose body the law, with very 
unjustifiable rigor, delivered into their power. He added, 
Uiat for his paii., he looked on tliU restraint to be as 
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heavy a. punishment as any appointed by law for the 
greatest offendcre. That the loss of liberty was, in his 
opinion, equal to, if not worse than, the loss of life ; that 
he had always determined, if by any accident or mis- 
fortune lie had been subjected to the former, he would 
run the greatest risk of the latter to rescue himself from 
it ; which, he said, if men did not want resolutiou, was 
always enough ; for that it was ridiculous to conceive 
that two or three men could confine two or three hundred, 
unless the prisoners were either fools or cowards, especi- 
ally when they were neither chained nor fettered. Ha. 
went on in this manner till, perceiving the utmost atten- 
tion in Heartfree, he ventured to propose to him an en- 
deavor to make Ins escape, which he said might easily be 
executed; that he would himself raise a party in the 
prison, and that, if a murder or two should happen in the 
attempt, he (Heartfree) might keep free from any share 
either in the guilt or in the danger. 

There is one misfortune which attends all great men 
and their schemes, ^iz. — that, in order to carry them into 
execution, they are obUged, in proposing their purpose to 
their tools, to discover themselves to be of that disposi- 
tion in which certain little writers have advised mankind 
to place no confidence ; an advice which hath been some- 
times taken. Indeed, many inconveniences arise to the 
said great men from these scribblers publishing without 
restraint their hints or alarms to society; and many 

f?eat and glorious schemes have been thus frustrated ; 
herefore it were to be wished that in all well-regulated 
governments such liberties should bo by some wholesome 
laws restrained, and all writers inhibited from venting 
any other instructions to the people than what should be 
first approved and licensed by the said great men, or 
their proper instruments or tools ; by which means noth- 
ing would ever be published but what made for the ad- 

irOCing their most noble projects^ 
■Heartfree, whoso suspicions wei'e again raised by 
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adTicCf fiewin^ Wild with incoDceivable disdain, spofae 
as follows: "There is one thing the loss of which I 
should deplore infinitely beyond that of Ut>erty and of 
life also ; I mean that of a f^ood conscience ; a blessing 
irhicti h« who possesses can never be thoroughly un- 
happy; for the bitterest portioa of life is by this so 
sweetened, that it soon becomes palatable; whereas, 
without it, the most delicate enjoyments quickly lose all 
their relish, and life itself grows insipid, or nther 
nauseous, to us. Would you then lessen my misfortunes 
by robbing me of what hath been my only comfort under 
them, and on which I place my dependence of being re- 
lieved from them ? I have read that Socrates refused to 
save his life by breaking the laws of his country, and de- 
parting from his prison when it was open. Perhaps my 
\irtue would not go so far ; but Heaven forbid liberty 
should have such charms to tempt me to the perpetration 
of so horrid a crime as murder I As to the poor ei~asion 
of conunitting it by other hands, it might be useful indeed 
to those who seek only the escape from temporal punish- 
ment, but can be of no service to excuse me to that BeiOfi' 
whom I chiefly fear offending ; nay, it would greatly ag- 
gtav^te my gitilt by so impudent an endeavor to impose 
upon Him, and by so wickedly involving others in my 
crime. Give me, therefore, no more advice of this kind ; 
for this is my great comfort in ail my afflictions, that it 
is in the power of no enemy to rob me of my conscience, 
nor will I ever be so much my own enemy as to injure it." 
Though our hero heard all this with proper contempt, 
he made no direct answer, but endeavored to evade his 
proposal as much as possible, which he did with admira- 
ble dexterity : ^is method of getting tolerably well off, 
when you are repulsed in 3'our attack on a man's con- 
science, may l>c styled the art of retreating, in which the 
poULictan, as well as the general, hath sometimes a won- 
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I Wild having made this admirable retreat, and argued; 
way all deaigu of iuvolving his friend in the guilt of 
der, concluded, however, that he thought him rather too 
scrupulous in not attempting his escape; and then, prom- 
ising to use all such means as the other would permit m 
his service, took his leave for the present. Heartfree, 
having indulged himself an hour with his children, re- 
paired to rest, which lie enjoyed quiet and imdisturbed; 
whilst Wild, disdaining repose, sat up all night, consult- 
ing how he might bring about the final destruction of his 
friend without being beholden to any assistance from 
himself, which he now despaired of procuring. With the 
result of these consultations we shall acquaint our reader 
In good time, but at present we have matters of mucb 
Bore consequence to relate to him. 
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event cfFirebloo^t adventure; and a trecriji ofm 
might have been concluded either ot Smithjleld or i 
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FlKEBLOOD returned from his enterprise unsuccessful. 
^^Dbo gentleman happened to go homo another way than 
^^^be had intended; so that the whole design miscarried. 
^^HTireblood had indeed robbed the coach, and had wantonly 
^^^Uscharged a pistol into it, which slightly wounded one of 
^^Bfce passengers in the arm. The booty he met with was 
^^■tot very considerable, though much greater than that 
yriih which ho acquainted Wild; for of eleven pounds in 
money, two silver watches, and a wedding-ring, he pro- 
duced no more than two guineas and the ring, which he 
vtested with numberless oaths was his whole booty, 
sr, when an advertisement of the robbery was pub- 
led, with a reward promised for the ring and the 
If Fireblood was obliged to confess the whole, and 
lur hero where be had pawned the watches; 
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whlcli Wild, taking tho full \-a1ue of tliem Tor his | 
restored to the i-igbt omier. 

He did not fail catecUisin^ his young- friend on thif 
occasion. He said he was sorry to see any of his gang 
guilty of a breach of honor; that without honor pn'^fferg 
was at an end; that if a/tn'jj'badbut honor he would over- 
look every vice in the world, "But, nevertheless," said 
he, "I will forgive you this time, as j-ou are a hopeful 
lad, and I hope never afterwards to find you delinquent in 
this great point." 

Wild had now brought his gang to great regularity: 
he was obeyed and feared by them all. He had likewise 
established an office where all men who were robbed, pay- 
ing the value only (or a little more) of their goods, might 
have them again. This was of notable use to several pei^ 
sms wiio had lost pieces of plate they had received from 
their gi-iiBdraothers; to others who had a particular value 
for certain rings, watches, heads of caneis, snuff-boxes, 
&c., for which they would not have taken twenty times 
as much as they were worth, either because they had 
them a little while or a long time, or that somebody else had 
had them t>efore, or from some other such excellent res- 
son, which often stamps a greater value on a toy than 
the great Bubble-lioy himself would have the impudence 
to set upon it. 

By these means he seemed in so promising a way of 
procuring a fortune, and was regarded in so thriving a 
light by all the gentlemen of his acquaintance, as by the 
keeper and turnkeys of Newgate, by Mr. Snap, and others 
of his occupation, that Mr. Snap one day, taking Mr. 
Wild the elder aside, very seriously proposed what they 
bad often lightly talked over, a strict union between their 
famiUes, by marrymg his daughter Tishy to our hero. 
This proposal was very readily accepted by the old 
gentleman, who promised to acquaint his son nilh it. 

On the morrow on which this message was to be deliv- 
ered, our hero, little dreaming of the happiness whicb, of 
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bis own accord, was advaucirig so near towards him, had 
called Fireblood to him ; ami, after infornung that youth 
of the violence of his passion for the young lady, and as- 
suring him wliat coulldence ho reposed iu hitn and his 
honor, he despatched him to Miss Tishy witli the follow- 
ing letter ; which we here insert, not ouly as we take it to 
be extremely curious, but to be a ranch better pattern for 
that epistolary kiud of \\Titing which is generally called 
love-letters than any to be found in tlie accuiemy of com- 
pliments, and which we challenge all the beaux of our 
time to excel either in matter or spelling. 
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Host dbivjue and adwhorabl^ creeture, — 

I doubt not but those lis, briter thau the son, 'which hava 
Idndled euch a flam in my hart, have likewise the faoulty of se^ug 
it. It would be the hiesl preasHumption to imagin 70U eggnorant 
of mf loav. No. madam, I Bollemly jiurtest, that of all the bu^ 
in the unaversal glob, there is none kapahle of hatcracting my Us 
Uto juu. Corts and pallscea would Ik; tomedusertH without jour 
kumpony. and with it a wilderness would have more charma than 
haven itself. For I hop you will beleve me when 1 swara every 
every pliic« in the univeree ia a luven with you. I am koQvinced 
f ou muat be sinaibel of my violent passion for you, which. If I en- 
devorod to hid it, would be as impossible as for you, or the sod, to 
bid your buty'a. I ossurc you I have not slept a wink since I had 
the happinesB of seeing you lost ; therefore hop you will, out of 
Kumpaesion, let me liave Llie honor of seeing you this aftemune ; 
for I am, with ^the gjeateet odwhoration, most deivine creeture, 
your most paasionate amiier, adwhorer, and slave, 

K Jonathan Wsijj. 

If the spelling of this letter be not so sti-ictly ortho- 
■apbical, the reader will be pleased to remember tiiat 
such a defect might be wortby of censure in a low and 
scholastic character, but can bo no blemish in that sub- 
lime greatness of which we endeavor to i-aise a complete 
idea in this history. Iu which kind of composition spell- 
tng, or indeed any kind of human literatm-e, hath never 
been thought a necessary ingredient ; for if these sort of 1 

Et personages can but complot and contrive their no- ^^H 
ichemes, and hack and how mankind sufficientlyt ^^^| 
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there will never l>e wanting fit and able persons wbo' 
spell to record thoir ptaises. Again, if it should ba 
served that the style of this letter doth not exactly cor- 
respond with that of our hero's speeches which wa have 
here recorded, we answer, it is sufficient if iu thesw tlie 
historian adheres faithfully to the matter, thoug-h be cm* 
bellishes the diction with some flouiishes of his on~n elo- 
quence, without which the exceilt-nt speeches recorded in 
ancient historians (particularly in Sallust) would have 
scarce been found in theii" wiitiugs. Nay, even amongst 
the modems, famous as they are for elocution, it may be 
doubted whether those Inimitable harangues published in 
the monttily magazines came literally from tlie mouthsof 
the HoKGOS, &c., as they are there inserted, or whether 
we may not rather suppose some historian of preat elo- 
quence hath borrowed the matter only, and adorned it 
v*ith those rhetorical flowers for which many of the 
UuBOOS are not so extremely eminent. 
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MaUen prdimtnary to the vutrriage betwen Mr, Jdnatkan 
and the cha»te Lcetitlo. 
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But to proceed with our history ; Fireblood, having 
ceived this letter, and promised on his honor, with 
voluntary asseverations, to discharge the embassy 
fully, went to \isit the fair Laititia. The lady, hai 
opened the letter and read it, put on an air of disdain, 
and told Mr. Fireblood she could not conceive what Mr. 
Wild meant by troubling her with his impertinence; she 
begged him to carry the letter back again, sa.N ing, bad 
she known fi-om whom it came, she would have been d — d 
before she had opened it. " But with you, young gcnUe- 
man," says she, " I am not in the least angry. I am 
rather sorry that so pretty a young man should bo em* 



^ 





ployed in such an errand." Sheaccompanled these words 
with so lender an accent and so wanton a leer, that Fire- 
blood, who was no backward youth, began to take her by 
the hand, and proceeded so warmly, that, to imitate his 
actions with the rapidity of our narration, he in a few 
minutes ravished this fair creature, or at least would 
have ravished her, if she had not, by a timely compliance, 
prevented him. 

Fircblood, after he had ravished as much as he could, 
relumed to Wild, and acquainted him, as far as any wise 
inan would, with what had passed ; concluding with many 

K.iscs of the young lady's beauty, with whom, he said, 
is honor would have permitted him, ho should himself 
.0 fallen in love ; but, d — n him if he would not sooner 
torn in pieces by wild horses than even think of injur- 
his friend. He assei'tedmdeed, and swore so heartily, 
,t, had not Wild been so thoroughly convinced of the 
impregnable chastity of the lady, he might have suspect- 
ed his success ; however, he was, by these means, entire- 
ly satistied of his friend's inclination towards his mistress. 
Thus constituted were the love affairs of our hero when 
his father brought him Mr. Snap's proposal. The reader 
must know very little of love, or indeed of anj-thing else, if 
be requires any information concerning the reception which 
this proposal met with. Not guilty never sounded sweeter 
in the ears of a prisoner at the bar, nor the sound of a 
reprieve to one at the gallows, than did every word of 
the old g:entleman in the ears of our hero. He gave his 
father full power to treat in his name, and desired nothing 
more than expedition. 

Tho old people now met, and Snap, who had informa- 
tioQ from his daughter of the violent passion of her lover, 
mdeavored to improve it to the best advantage, and 
^ouM have not only declined givmg !icr any fortune him- 
If, but liave attempted to cheat hiT of what she owed 
I Iho liberality of her relations, particularly of a 
ailver caudle-cup, the gift of her grandmother. Bo^ 



^^Mdes 

^^WOUl4 

^■eif, 1 

^^0 It 



. pinfe ^^^ 



JONATHAN WIU). 

ever, in this the young lady herself afterwards took care 
to prevent him. As to the old Mr. Wild, he did not boT- 
flcientiy attend to ail the desii^s of Snap, as his faculties 
were busily employed in designs of his own, to overreach 
(or, as others express it, to cheat) the said Mr. Snap, by 
preteadmg to give his son a Trhole number for a chair, 
when in reality he was entitled to a third only. 

While matters were thus settlmg between the old folks, 
the young lady agreed to admit Mr. Wild's visits, and, 
by degrees, began to entertain him with all the show of 
affection which the great natural reserve of her temper, 
and the great artificial reserve of her education, would 
permit. At length, everything being agreed between 
the parents, settlements made, and the lady's fortune 
(to wit, seventeen pounds and nine shUlings in money and 
goods) paid down, the day [or their nuptials was fixed, 
and they were celebrated accordmgly. 

Most private histories, as well as comedies, end at this 
period ; the historian and the poet both concluding they 
have done enough for their hero when they have married 
him ; or intimatitig rather that the rest of his life must 
be a dull calm of happiness, verj' delightful indeed to pass 
through, but somewhat insipid to relate ; and matrimony 
in general must, I believe, without any dispute, be al- 
lowed to be this state of tranquil felicity, including so 
little variety, that, like Salisbury Plain, it atlords only 
one prospect, a very pleasant one it must be confessed, 
but the same. 

Now there was all the probability imaginable that this 
contract would have proved of such happy note, both 
from the great accomplishments of the young L-idy, who 
was thought to be possessed of every qualitication neces- 
sary to make the marriage state happy, and from the 
truly ardent passion of Mr. Wild ; but, whether it was 
that nature and fortune had great designs for him to ex- 
ecute, and would not suffer his vast abilities to be lost 
and sunk in the arms of a wife, or whether neither naturs 
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nor fortune had any hand in the matter, is a point I w{ 
Dot determme. Certain it is that this match did not pr< 
duce that serene state we have mentioned above, but rttt 
sembled the most turbulent and ruOled, rather than the 
most calm, sea. 

I cannot here omit a conjecture, ingenious enough, of a. 
friend of mine, who had a long intimacy in the Wild 
family. He hath often told me he fancied one reason of 
the dissatisfactions which afterwards fell out between 
Wild and his lady arose from the number of gallants to 
whom she had, before marriagre, granted favors; for, 
says he, and indeed very probable it is, too, the lady 
might expect from her husband what she had before re- 
ceived from several, and, being angry not to find one man 
as good as ten, she had, from that indignation, taken 
tbose steps which we cannot perfectly justify. 

From this person I received tlie following dialogue, 
which he assured me he had overheard and taken down, 
verbatim. It passed on the day fortnight after th^J 
were married. 



■ CHAPTER Vin. 

A, cUoIogue malrimonial, whUh passed between Jtmathan WOd, t»q., 
and Lalitia his wife, cm the morning of ihs day fortnight on 
which his nujJtials were alebrated ; vhich concluded more ami 
tabl]/ than Ihone debates generallp do. 

Jonathan. My dear, I wish you would lie a httle longer' 
in bed this morning. 

LcBtitia. Indeed I cannot; I am engaged to breakfast 
With Jack Strongbow, 

Jonathan. I don't know what Jack Strongbow doth so 
often at my house. I assure you I am uneasy at it; for, 
though I have no suspicion of your virtue, yet it may in- 
~ r reputation in the opinion of my neighbors- 
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LcBtitia. I don't trouble my head about my iieig:hbors ; 
and they shall no more tell me what company I am to 
keep than my husband shall 

Jonathan. A good wife would keep no company whkh 
made her husband uneasy. 

Lcetitia. You might have found one of those good 
wives, sir, if you had pleased ; I had no objection to it. 

Jonathan. I thought I had found one in you. 

Lcetitia. You did I I am very much obliged to you 
for thinking me so poor-spirited a creature ; but I hope 
to convince you to the contrary. What» I suppose you 
took me for a raw senseless girl, who knew nothing what 
other married women do I 

Jonathan. No matter what I took you for; I have 
taken you for better or worse. 

Loetitia. And at youv own desire too ; for I am sure 
you never had mine. I should not have broken my heart 
if Mr. Wild had thought proper to bestow himself on any 
other more happ^' woman. Ha, ha ! 

Jonathan. I hope, madam, you don't imagine that was 
not in my power, or that I married you out of any kind 
of necessity. 

Lcetitia. O no, sir ; I am convinced there are silly 
women enough. And far be it from me to accuse you of 
any necessity for a wife. I believe you could have been 
very well contented with the state of a bacnelor ; I have 
no reason to complain of your necessities ; but that, you 
know, a woman cannot tell beforehand. 

Jonathan. I can't guess what you would insinuate, for 
I believe no woman had ever less reason to complain of 
her husband's want of fondness. 

Loetitia. Then some, I am certain, have great i*eason 
to complain of the price they give for them. But I know 
better thmgs. {These words were spoken with a very 
great air, and toss of the head.) 

Jonathan. Well, my sweeting, I will make it impossi- 
ble for you to wish mc more fond. 
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I ZiOetitia. Pray, Mr, Wild, none of this nauseous beha- 
pior, nor those odious words. I wish you were fond I I 
assure you, I don't know what you would pretend to in- 
sinuate of me. I have no wislies which misbecome a vir- 
tuous woman. >fo, nor should not, if I had married for 
love. And especially now, when nobody, 1 am sure, can 
suspect me of any sucti thing. 

Jonathan. I( you did not marry for love why did you 
marry ? 

Latitia. Because it was convenient, and my parents 
forced me. 

Jonathan. I hope, madam, at least, you will not tell me 
to my face you have made your convenience of me. 

Ixetitia. I have made nothing ot you ; nor do I desire 
the honor of making anything of you. 

Jonathan. Yes, you have made a husband ot me. 

Ixstitia. No, you made yourself so ; for I repeat once 
more it was not my desire, but your own, 

Jonathan. You should think yourself obliged to me for 
that desire. 

Latitia. La, sir I you was not so singular in it. I was 
not in despair. I have had other offers, and better too. 

Jonatlian. I wish you had accepted them with all my 
heart. 

Ixetitia, I must tt-ll you, Mr. Wild, this is a very 
brutish manner of treating a woman to whom you have 
xuch obligations ; but I know how to despise it, and to 
despise you too for showing it me. Indeed I am well 
enough paid for the foolish preference I gave to you. I 
Qattered myself that I should at least have been used 
with good manners. I thought I had married a gentle- 
man ; but I find you every way contemptible and below 
my concern. 

Jonathan. D — n you, madam, have I not more reason 
tx> complain when yoa tell me you maiTied me for your 
lavunionce only ? 

, Very fine truly. Is it behavior worthj- a 
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man to swear at a woman ? Yet why shoul<) I 
what comes from a wretch whom I despise P 

Jonathan. Don't repeat that word so often. I dee 
you as heartUy as you can me. And, to tell you a truth, 
I married you for my convenience likewise, to satisfy a 
passion which I have now satisQod, and you may t>e d — d 
for anything I care. 

Latitia. The world shall know how barbarously 1 am 
treated by such a villain. 

Jonathan, I need take very little pains to acquaint the 
world what a b — ch you are, your acUons will demoo- 
Btrate it. 

Loetitia. Monster ! I would adi-ise you not to depend 
too much on my sex, and provoke me too far ; for I can 
do you a mischief, and will, if you dare use me so, you vQ- 
lainl 

Jonathan. Be^in whenever you please, madam ; but 
assure yourself, the moment you lay aside the woman, I 
will treat you as such no longer ; and if the first blow is 
yours, I promise you the last shall be mine. 

I/xtitia. Use me as you will ; hut d — n me if ever you 
shall use me as a woman a^in ; for may I be cursed if 
ever I enter into your bed more. 

Jonathan. May I De cursed if that abstinence be not 
the greatest obligation you can lay upon mo ; for I a^ 
sure you faithfully your person was all I had ever any 
regard for ; and that I now loathe and detest as mw 
ever I liked it. 

LfEtitia. It is impossible for two people to agree b 
for I always detested your person ; and as for any o 
regard, you must be con%inced I never could have any 
(or you. 

Jonathan. Why, then, since we come to a right under- 
standing, as we are to live together, suppose we agreed, 
instead of quarrelling and abusing, to be dvtl to aadi 
other. 

Lcetitia. With all my heart. 
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s shake hands then, and hancefonvards 
1 and wife ; that is, never be loving nor 



Jonathan. Let u 
never live like n 
ever quarrel. 

Lceiitia. Agreed, But pray, Mr. Wild, why b— ch? I 
Why did you suffer such a word to escape you ? 

Jonathan. It is not worth your remembrance. I 

LcBtitia. You agree I shall converse with whomso- 
ever I please ? 

Jonathan. Without control. And 1 have the same ' 
liberty ? 

Ltetitia, When I interfere may every curse you can 
wish attend me I 

Jonathan. Let us now take a farewell kiss, and may I 
be hanged if is not the sweetest you ever gave me. 

LcBtitia. But why b — ch ? Mcthinks I should be glad 
to know why b — ch ? 

At which words he sprang from the bed, d — ing her 
temper heartily. She returned it again with equal abuse, 
which was continued on both sides while he was dressing. 
However, they agreed to continue steadfast in this new 
resolution ; and the joy arising on that occasion at length 
dismissed them pretty cheerfully from each other, though 
Ljetitia could not help concludmg with the words, why 



CHAPTER IX. 

Obwrvotftnu <wi the foregoing dialogue, together teilh a bate daign 
on our hero, which mu»l be detetted by every lover of qkbathkbs. 

Thus did this dialogue (which, though we have termed 
it matrunonial, had indeed very Uttle savor of the sweets 
o( matrimony in it) produce at last a resolution more 
wise than strictly pious, and which, if they could have 
rigidly adhered to it, might have prevented some un- 
pleasant moments as well to our hero as to his serene con- 
BOrt; but their hatred was so very great and unaccount- 
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Able that they never could bear to see tbe least composure 
in one aoother's couuteuance without attempttng to rudto 
it This set them on so many contrivances to pla£ru0 wid 
vex one another, that, as their proxinul? afforded them 
such frequent opportunities of executing^ their malicious 
purposes, they seldom passed one easy or quiet day to- 
g«ther. 

And this, reader, and no other, is the cause of those 
many inquietudes which thou must have observed to dis- 
turb the repose of some married couples who mistake 
implacable hatred for indifference ; for why should Oor- 
vinus, who lives in a round of intrigue, and seldom doth, 
and never willingly would, dally with his wife, endeAvor 
to prevent her from the satisfaction of an intrigue in her 
turn ? Why doth Camilla refuse a more agreeable invW 
tation abroad, only to expose her husband at his own 
table at home P In short, to mention no more iostattceSr 
whence can all the quarrels, and jealousies, and jars pro- 
ceed in people who have no love for each other, tinlflss 
from that noble passion above menUoned, that deeire, 
according to my lady Betty Modish, of curing each other 
of a smile. 

We thought proper to give our reader a short taste of 
the domestic state of our hero, the rather to show him 
that great men are subject to the same frailties and tocoo* 
veniences in ordinary- life v,-ith little men, and that heroes 
are really of the same species with other human crea- 
tures, notwithstanding all the pains they themselves or 
their flatterers take to assert the contrary ; and tbaX 
tiey differ chiefly in the immensity of their greatness, or, 
as the vulgar erroneously call it, villainy. Now, there- 
fore, that we may not dwell too long on low scenes in a 
history of the sublime kind, we shall return to actions of 
a higher note and more suitable to our purpose. 

When the boy Hjonen had, with his lightod torch, 
driven the boy Cupid out of doors, that is to saj', in c 
mon phrase, when the violence of Mr. Wild's passion (or 
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rather appetite) for the chaste Ijctitia begun to abate, he 
returned to visit his friend HearUree, who was now in 
the liberties of the Fleet, and had appeared to the com- 
mission of bankruptcy against him. Here he met with a 
more cold reception than he himself had apprehended. 
Heartfree had long entertained suspicions of Wild, but 
these suspicions had from time to time been confounded 
with circumstances, and principally smothered with that 
amazing confidence which was indeed the most striking 
virtue in our hero. Heartfree was unwilling to condemn 
his friend without certain evidence, and laid hold oa every 
probable semblance to acquit him ; but the proposal made 
at bis la«t visit had so totally blackened his character in 
this poor man's opinion, that it entirely fixed the waver- 
ing scale, and he no longer doubted but that our hero was 
one of the greatest villains in the world. 

Circumstances of great improbability often escape men 
who devour a story with greedy ears ; the reader, there" 
fore, cannot wonder that Heartfree, whose passions were 
BO variously concerned, first for the fidelity, and secondly 
for the safety of his wife ; and, lastly, who was so dis- 
tracted with doubt concerning the conduct of his friend, 
should at this relation pass unobserved the incident of his 
being committed to the boat by the captain of the priva- 
teer, which he had at the time of his telling so lamely 
accounted for j but now, when Heartfree came to reflect 
on the whole and with a high prepossession against WUd, 
the absurdity of this fact glared in his eyes and struck 
him in the moat sensible manner. At length a thought 
of great horror suggested itself to his imagination, and 
this was, whether the whole was not a fiction, and Wild, 
who was, as he had learned from his own mouth, equal 
to any undertaking, how black soever, had not spirited 
away, robbed, and murdered his wife. 

Inttjlerable as this apprehension was, he not only 
ned it round and examined it carefully in his own 

ind, but acquainted young Friendly with it at their next 
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interview. Friendly, who detost«(i Wild (from that enry 
probably with which these ORBAT chabacTERs nat orally 
inspire low fellows), encouraged these suspicious so 
much that Heartfree resolved to attack our hero and 
carry h im before a magistrate. 

This resolution had been Bome time taken, and 
Friendly, with a warrant and a constable, had with the 
utmost diligence searched several days for our hero ; 
but whether it was that in compliance with modem cus- 
tom he had retired to spend the honeymoon with hia 
bride, the only moon, indeed, in which it is fashionable 
or customary for the married parties to have any cor- 
respondence with each other ; or perhaps Ids habitation 
might for particular reasons be usually kept a secret, 
like those of some few great men whom unfortunately 
the law hath left out of that reasonable aa well as hon- 
orable provision which it hath made for the security of 
the persons of other great men. 

But Wild resolved to perform works of snpereroga- 
tion in the way of honor, and, though no hero is obliged 
to answer to the challenge of my lord chief justice, or 
indeed of any other magistrate, but may with unblem- 
ished reputation slide away from it, yet such was the 
bravery, such the greatness, the magnanimity of Wild, 
that he appeared in person to it. 

Indeed envy may say one thing, which may lessen the 
glory of this action, namely, that the said Mr. Wild knew 
nothing of the said warrant or challenge ; and as thou 
mayest be assured, reader, that the malicious fury will 
omit nothing which can anyways sully so great a chai^ 
acter so she hath endeavored to account for this second 
visit of onr hero to his friend Heartfree from a very dif- 
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v^th -unprevedented generotitj/ fi*ita his friend I 
and the vngratf/nl receptwn }ie met vHth. 

It hath been said then that Mr. Wild, not being able 
on the strictest examination to And in a certain spot of 
human nature called his own heart the least grain of that 
pitiful low quality called honesty, had resolved, perhaps 
a little too generally, that there was no such thing. He 
therefore imputed the resolution with which Mr. Heart- 
free had 80 positively refused to concern himself in mur- 
der, either to a fear of bloodying his hands or the appre- 
hension of a ghost, or lest he should make an additional 
example m that excellent book called God's Revenge 
against Murder ; and doubted not but ha would (at least 
ia his present necessity) agree without scruple to a simple 
robbery, especially where any considerable booty should 
bo proposed and the safety of the attack plausibly made 
to appear, which if ho could prevaU on him to undertake, 
he would immediately afterwards get him impeached, 
convicted, and hanged. He no sooner therefore had dis- 
charged his duties to Hymen, and heard that Heartfree 
had procured himself the liberties of the Fleet, than he 
resolved to visit him, and to propose a robbery with all 
the allurements of profit, ease and safety. 

This proposal was no sooner made than it was answered 
by Heartfree in the following manner : 

*' I might have hoped tha answer which I gave to your 
former advice would have prevented me from the danger 
of receiving a second affront of this kind. An affront I 
call it, and surely, if it be so to call a man a villain, it can 
be no less to show him you suppose him one. Indeed, ifc 
may be wondered how any man can arrive at the bold- 
ness, I may say impudence, of flrst making such an 
overture to another; surely it is seldom doue, unless to 
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those who have previously betrayed some symptoms of-''-' 
their own baseness. If I have therefore shown you any 
sach, these insults are more pardonable ; but I assure 
you, if such appear, they discharge all their malignance 
outwardly, and reflect not even a. shadow within; for to 
me baseness seems incoosistent with this rule, of Donra 

HO OTB£R PERSON AN INJURY FROM ANT MOTtVK OB OH 

ANT CON3IDEBATION WHATEVER. This, sir, is the rule by 
which I am determined to walk, nor can that man justify 
disbelieving me who will not own he walks not by it him- 
selt But, whether it be allowed to me or no, or whether 
I feel the good etTects of its being practised by others, I 
am resolved to maintain it ; for surely no man can reap a 
benefit from my pursuing it equal to the comfort I myself 
enjoy: for what a ravishing thought, how replete with 
ecstasy, miist the consideration be, that Almighty Qood- 
ness is by its own nature engaged to rewai-d me ! How 
indifferent must such a persuasion make a man to all the 
occurrences of this life ! What trifles must he represent 
to himself both the enjoyments and the afflictions of this 
world ! How easily must he acquiesce under missmgthe 
former, and how patiently will he submit to the latter, 
who is convinced that his failing of a transitory imperfect 
reward here is a most certain argument of his obtaining 
one permanent and complete hereafter ! Dost thou think 
then, thou little, paltry, mean animal " (with such lan- 
guage did he treat our truly great man), "that 1 will 
forego such comfortable expectations for any pitiful 
reward which thou canst suggest or promise to me; for 
that sordid lucre for which all pains and labor are under- 
taken by the industrious, and all barbarities and iniquities 
committed by the vile ; for a worthless acquisition, which 
such as thou art can possess, can give, or can take away?" 
The former part of this speech occasioned much yawning 
in our hero, but the latter roused his anger; and he was 
collecting his rage to answer, when Friendly and the con- 
stable, who bad been summoned by Heartfree on WOd's 
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first appearance, entered the room, and seized the great 
man just as his wrath was bursting from his lips. 

Tlie dialogue which now ensued is not worth relating : 
Wild was soon acquainted with the reason of this rough 
treatment, and presently conveyed before a magistrate. 

Notwithstanding the doubts raised by Mr. Wild's law- 
yer on his examination, be insisting that the proceeding 
was improper, for that a writ de homine replegiando 
should issue, and on the return of that a capias in vritheT' 
nam, the justice inclined to commitment, so that Wild 
was driven to other methods for his defense. He there- 
fore acquainted the justice that there was a young man 
likewise with him in the boat, and begged that he might 
be sent for, which request was accordingly granted, and 
the faithful Achates (Mr. Fireblood) was soon produced 
to bear testimony for his friend, which he did with so 
much becommg zeal, and went through his examination 
with such coherence (though he was forced to collect his 
evidence from the hints given him by Wild in the pres- 
ence of the justice and the accusers), that, as here was 
direct evidence against mere presumption, our hero was 
most honorably acquitted, and poor Heartfree was 
charged by the justice, the audience, and all others who 
afterwards heard the story, with the blackest ingratitude, 
in attempting to take away the life of a man to whom he 
had such eminent obligations. 

Lest so vast an effort of friendship as this of Fireblood's 
should too violently surprise the reader in this degenerate 
age, it may be proper to inform him that beside the ties 
of engagement in the same employ, another nearer and 
stronger alliance subsisted between our hero and this 
youth, which latter was just departed from the arms of 
the lovely Lietitia when he received her husband's mes- 
sage ; an instance which may also serve to justify those 
strict intercourses of love and acquaintance which so com- 
monly subsist in modern history between the husband 
gallantt displaying the vast force of friendship contracted 
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tiy tills more honorable Uuld legal alliance, which ia Uiougbt 
to be at present one of the strongest bonds of amity 
between great men, and the most reputable as well u 
easy way to their favor. 

Four months had now passed since Heartfree's finrt 
confinement, and his affairs had begun to wear a more 
benign aspect ; but they were a good deal injured by this 
attempt on Wild (so dangerous is any attack on a orkat 
U&n), several of his neighbors, and particularly one or 
two of bis own trade, industriously endeavoring, from 
their bitter animosity against such kind of iniquity, to 
spread and exaggerate his ingratitude as much as possible; 
not in the least scrupling, in the violent ardor of their 
indignation, to add some small circumstances of their 
own knowledge of the many obligations conferred on 
Heartfr«eby Wild. To all these scandals he quietly sub- 
mitted, comforting himself in the consciousness of his own 
mnocence, and conQding m time, the sure friend of justice, 
to acquit him. 



CBAFTER XL ^^H 

A aeh«ine wo deeply iaid, that it thamea aU lh« potUiea of HUk oar 
age ; with digreaaion and rubdigrarion. 

Wild having now, to the hatred be bore Heartfree on 
account of those injuries he had done him, an additional 
spur from this injury received (for so it appeared to him, 
who, no more than the most ignorant, considered how 
truly he deserved it), applied his utmost industry to 
accomplish the ruin of one whose very name souoded 
odious in his ears ; when luckily a scheme arose in his 
imagination which not only promised to effect it securely, 
but (which pleased him most) by means of the mischief 
he had already done him ; and which would at c 
him with the imputation o[ having committed ^ 
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blmseir had done to him, and would bring on Iiim the 
severest punishment for a fact of which ho was not only 
Innocent, but had already so greatly suffered by. And this 
was no other than to charge him with having conveyed 
away his wife, with his most valuable effects, in order to 
defraud his creditors. 

He no sooner started thisthoughtthan he immediately 
resolved on putting it in execution. What remained to 
consider was only the guomodo, and the person or tool 
to be employed ; for the stage of the world differs from 
that in Drury-lane principally in this— that whereas, on 
the latter, the hero or chief figure is almost continually 
before your eyes, whilst the under-actors are not seen 
above once in an evening ; now, on the former, the hero 
or great man is always behind the curtain, and seldom or 
never appears or doth anything in his own person. He 
doth indeed, in this grand drama, rather perform the 
,rt of the prompter, and doth instruct the well-dressed 

'ures, who are strutting in public on the stage, what to 
ky and do. To say the truth, a puppet-show will illus- 
meaning better, where it is the master of the 
show (the great man) who dances and moves everythuig, 
whether it be the king of Muscovy or whatever other 
potentate alias puppet which we behold on the stage ; but 
he himself keeps wisely out of sight, for, should he once 
appear, the whole motion would be at an end. Not that 
anyone is ignorant of his being there, or supposes that 
the puppets are not mere sticks of wood, and he himself 
the sole mover ; but as this (though every one knows it) 
doth not appear visibly, i. e. to their eyes, no one is 
ashameil of consenting to be imposed upon; of helping 
on the drama, by calling the several sticks or puppets by 
the names which the master hath allotted to them, and 
by assigning to each the character which the great man 
is pleased they shall move in, or rather in which he him- 

.f is pleased to move them. 

;t would be to suppose thee, gentle reader, one of 
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little knoivledge in this world, \a imagine tbou hast never 
Been some of these puppet-shows which are so frequently 
acted on the great sUk^; but though thou shouldst have 
resided all thy days in those remote parts of this island 
which great men seldom visit, yet if thou hast- any peue- 
tration, thou must have had some occasions to admire 
both the solemnity of countenance in the actor and the 
gra\ity in the spectator, while some of those farces are 
carried on which are acted almost daily in every village 
in the kingdom. He must have a very despicable opinion 
of mankind indeed who can conceive them to be imposed 
on as often as they appear to be so. The truth is, they 
are in the same situation with the readers of romances ; 
who, though they know the whole to be one entire fiction, 
nevertheless agree to be deceived ; and, as these find 
amusement, so do the others find ease and convenience io 
this concurrence. But, this being a subdigression, I 
return to my digression. 

A GECAT HAN ought to do hls bti^ess by others ; to 
employ hands, as we have before said, to his purposes, 
and keep himself as much behind the curtain as possible ; 
and though it must be acknowledgod that two very great 
men, whose names will be both recorded in history, did 
In these latter times come forth themselves on the stage, 
and did hack and hew and lay e.^ch other uiost cruelly 
open to the diversion of the spectators, yet this must be 
mentioned rather as an example of avoidance than 
imitation, and ia to be ascribed to the number of those in- 
stances which serve to evince the truth of these majcin 
Nemo mortaliwa omnibus horia sapit. Ira /i 
brevis est, 4&C. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

NelO itutajicfi of Friendly' s folly, <tc 

To return to my history, which, having rested itself a 
tittle, is DOW ready to proceed on its journey : Fireblood 
was the person chosed by Wild for this ser^'ice. He had, 
on a. late occasion, experienced the ^talents of this youth 
for a good round perjury. He immediately, therefore, 
found him out, and proposed it to him ; when, receiving 
bis instant assent, they consulted together, and soon 
framed an evidence, which, being communicatod to one of 
the most bitter and severe creditors of Heartfree, by him 
laid before a magistrate, and attested by the oath of 
Fireblood, the justice granted his wari'ant ; and Heart- 
free was according apprehended and brought before 
him. 

When the ofHcers came for this poor wretch they found 
him meanly diverting himself with his little chUdren, the 
younger of whom sat on his knees, and the elder was 
playing at a little distance from him with Friendly. One 
of the officers, who was a very good sort of a man, but 
one very laudably severe in his office, after acquainting 
Heartfree with his errand, bade him come along and be 
d — d, and leave those little bastards, for so, he said, he 
supposed they were, for a legacy to tho parish. Heart- 
free was much surprised at hearing there was a warrant 
for felony against him ; but he showed less concern than 
Friendly did in his countenance. The elder daughter, 
when she saw the ofBcer lay hold on her father, immedi- 
ately quitted her play, and, running to him and bursting 
mto tears, cried out, " You shall not hurt poor papa." 
One of the other ruffians offered to take the litMo one 
rudely from his knees; but Heartfree started up, and 
catching the fellow by the collar, dashed his head 
violently against the wall, that, had he had any brains, 
be might possibly have lost them by the blow. 
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The officer, like most of those heroic spirits who insult 
meo in adversity, had some prudence mixed with his zeal 
lor justice. Seeing, therefore, this rough treatment of 
his companion, he be^n to pursue more g«ntle methods, 
and very civilly desired Mr. Heartiree to go with him, 
seeing he was an officer, and obliged to execute his war- 
rant ; that he was sorry for bis misfortune, and hoped he 
would be acquitted. The other answered, "He should 
patiently submit to the laws of his couatry, and would 
attend him whither he was ordered to conduct him ; " 
then, taking leave of his children with a tender kiss, he 
recommended them to the care of Friendly, who promised 
to see them safe home, and then to attend him at the jus- 
tice's, whose name and abode he had learned of the con- 
stable. 

Friendly arrived at the magistrate's house just as that 
gentleman had signed the mittimus against his friend ; 
for the evidence of Fireblood was so clear and strong, and 
the justice was so incensed against Hcartfree, and so con- 
vinced of his guilt, that he would hardly hear him speak 
in his own defense, which the reader perhaps, when he 
hears the evidence against him, will be less inclined to 
censure; fortius witness deposed, "That he had been, by 
Heartfree himself, emp!oy«i to carry the orders of em. 
bezzling to Wild, in order to be delivered to his wife ; that 
he had been aftenvards present with Wild and her at the 
inn when they took coach for Harwich, where she showed 
him the casket of jewels, and desired him to tell her hus- 
band that she had fully executed his command ; and this 
ho swore to have been done after Heartfree had notice of 
tbecomml58ion,and,in order to bring it within that lime, 
Fireblood, as well as Wild, swore that Mrs. Heartfree lay 
sc\-eral days concealed at Wild's house before her depar- 
ture for Holland." 

When Friendly found the justice obdurate, and thatall 
be could say had no effect, nor was it in any way possH 
bte for Heartfree to escape being committed to Newgate, 
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he resolved to accompany him thither ; where, when they 
arrived, the turnkey would have confined Heartfree (he 
baving no money) among the comraoii felons; but Friendly 
would not permit it, and advanced every shilling he had in 
his pocket, to procure a room in the press-yard for his 
friend, which indeed, through the humanity of the keeper, 
he did at a cheap rate. 

They spent that day together, and in the evening the 
prisoner dismissed his friend, desiring him, after many 
thanks for his fidelity, to be comforted on his account. 
"I know not," says he, "how far the malice of my enemy 
will prevail; hut whatever my sufferings are, I am con- 
vinced my innocence will somewhere be rewarded. If, 
therefore, any fatal accident should happen to me (for ha 
who is in the hands of perjury may apprehend the worst), 
my dear Friendly, be a father to my poor children ; " at 
which words the tears gushed from his eyes. The other 
b^ged hii" not to admit any such apprehensions, for that 
be would employ his utmost diligence in his service, and 
doubted not but to subvert any villainous design laid for 
bis destruction, and to make his innocence appear to the 
world as white as it was in his own opinion. 

We cannot help mentioning a circumstance here, though 
we doubt it will appear very unnatural and incredible to 
our reader; which is, that, notwithstanding the former 
character and behavior of Heartfree, this story of his 
embezzling was so tar from surprising his neighbors, that 
many of them declared they expected no better from him. 
Some were assured he could pay forty shillinga in the 
pound if he would. Others had overheard hints formerly 
pa«s between h im and Mrs, Heartfree which ha,d given 
them suspicions. And what is most astonishing of all is, 
that many of those who had before censured him 
eztraTagant heedless fool now no less confidently 
him for a cunning, tricking, avariciooB knave. 
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CHAPTER YTTT, 

Something eoneeming Firrblood, vhieh imS vtrprUt; owl asaMidW 
bmehing on* of IA« Mist Srmju, whieh will gnattf etmearm Ou 
nadet. 

HowETSB, notwithstanding all these censures abroad, 
and in despite of all his misfortunes at home, Heartfree 
in Newgate cujoyed a quiet, undisturbed repose ; wtule 
our hero, nobly disdaining rest, lay sleepless all night, 
partly from the apprehensions of Mrs. Heartfree's return 
before he had executed his scheme, and partly from a 
suspicion lest Fireblood should betray him ; of whose in- 
fidelity he had, nevertheless, no other cause to maintain 
any fear, but from his knowing him to be an accomplished 
-rascal as the vulgar term it, a complete obxat has in 
our language. And indeed, to confess the truth, these 
doubts were not without some foundation, for the vtry 
same thought unluckily entered the head of that Doble 
youth, who considered whether he might not possibly sell 
himself for some advantage to the other side, as he had 
yet no promise from Wild; but this was, by the sagacity 
of the latter, prevented in the morning with a profusion 
of promises, which showed him to be of the mostgeneroos 
temper in the world, with which Fireblood was extremely 
well satisBed, and made use of so many protestations of 
his faithfulness that he coa\'inced Wild of the injusttce cl 
his suspicions. 

At this time an accident happened, which, though it did 
not immediately affect our hero, we cannot avoid relating, 
as it occasioned great confusion in his family, as well as 
in the family of Snap. It is indeed a calamity highly to 
be lamented, when it slams untainted blood, and happeos 
to an honorable house— an injury never to be repaired — a 
blot never to be wiped out — a sore never to be healed. To 
detain my reader no longer, Hiss Theodosi» Soap was 
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now xafely delivered of a male iDfant, the product of an 
amour which that beautiful (O that I could say virtaousl) 
creature had vrith the count. 

Mr. WUd and his lady were at breakfast when Mr. 
Snap, with all the agonies of despair botli in his voice and 
countenance, brought them this melancholy news. Our 
hero, who had (as we have said) wonderful good-nature 
when his greatness or interest was not concerned, instead 
reviling his sister-in-law, asked with a smile, " Who was 
the father?" But the chaste L^titia, we repeat tho 
chaste, for well did she now deserve that epithet, received 
it in another manner. She fell into the utmost fury at the 
relation, reviled her sister m the bitterest terms, and 
vowed she would never see nor speak to her more ; then 
burst into tears, and lamented over her father that such 
dishonor should ever happen to him and herself. At 
length she fell severely on her husband for the light treat- 
ment which he gave this fatal accident. She told him ha 
was unworthy of the honor he enjoyed of marrying into a 
chaste family. That she looked on it as an affront to her 
virtue. That if he had married one of the naughty hus- 
sies of the town he could have behaved to her in no other 
manner. She concluded with desiring her father to make 
an example of the slut, and to turn her out of doors ; for 
that she would not otherwise enter his house, being r^ 
solved never to sst her foot within the same threshold 
with the trollop, whom she detested so much the moro 
because (which was perhaps true) slie was her own sister. 

So violent, and indeed so outrageous, was this chaste 
lady's love of lirtue, that she could not forgive a single 
slip (indeed the only one Thcodosia had ever made) in her 
own sister, m a sister who loved her, and to whom she 
owed a thousand obligations, 

Perbapa the severity of Mr. Snap, who greatly felt lie 
injury done to the honor of his family, would have re- 
leated, had not the pariah officers been extremely pressii 
on this occasion, and for want of security, conveyed 
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unhappy youn^ lady to a place, Uie name of which, for 
the honor of the Snaps, to whom our hero was so nearly 
allied, we bury in eternal oblivion ; where she suffered so 
much correction for her crime, that the good-natured 
reader of the male kind may be inclined to compassionate 
her, at least to imagine she was sufficiently punished for 
a fault which, with siibmissioa to the chaste La;titJa and 
all other strictly virtuous ladies, it should be either less 
criminal in a woman to commit, or more so in a man to 
solicit her to it. 

But to returu to our hero, who was a living and strong 
instance that human greatness and happiness are not al- 
ways Inseparable. He was under a continual alarm of 
frights, and fears, and jealousies. He thought every 
man he beheld wore a knife for his throat, and a pair of 
scissors for his purse. As for his own gang particularly, 
he was thoroughly convinced there was not a single man 
amongst them who would not, for the value of five shil- 
ling, bring him to the gallows. These apprehensions so 
constantly broke his rest, and kept him so assiduously on 
his guard to frustrate and cii-cumvent any designs which 
might be formed against him, that his condition, to any 
other than the glorious eye of ambitjon, might seem 
rather deplorable than the object of envy or desire. 



CHAPTER XrV. 

At which our hero tttakes a speech taell trorthy ia be cdAmttd i oad 
the behatyior of one of the gang, perhaps mort mmatnrat AoB 
any other part of this hularj/. 

There was in the gang a man named Blueskin, one ot 
those merchants who trade in dead oxen, sheep, &c, id 
short, what the vulgar call a butcher. This genUraua 
had twoqualities of a great man, viz.: undaunted coura^, 
and an absolute contempt of those ridiculous distlQCtiooa 
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of meum and iuum, which would cause endless disputes, 
did not the law happily decide them by converting both 
into suum. The common form of exidianging property 
by traJiie seemed to him too tedious ; he therefore resolved 
to quit the mercantile profession, and, falling acquainted 
with some of Mr. Wild's people, he provided himself 
with arms, and enlisted of the gang- ; in which he behaved 
for some time with ^reat decency and order, and submitted 
to accept such share of the booty with the rest as our 
hero allotted him. 

But this subserviency agreed ill with his temper; for we 
should have before remembered a third heroic quality, 
namely, ambition, which was no inconsiderable part of 
his composition. One day, therefore, having robbed a 
gentleman at Windsor of a gold watch, which, on its 
being advertised in the newspapers, with a considerable 
reward, was demanded of him by Wild, he peremptorily 
refused to dehver it. 

"How, Mr. Blueskin?" says Wild ; "you will not de- 
liver the watch?" — "No, Mr. Wild," answered he; '*I 
have taken it, and n-ill keep it; or, if I dispose of it, i will 
dispose of it myself, and keep the money for which I sell 
it." — "Sure," replied WDd, "you have not the assurance 
to pretend you haveanypropertyor right in this watch?" 
^"I am certain," returned Blueskin, "whether I have 
any right in it or no, you can prove none," "1 will under- 
take," cries the other, "to show I have an absolute right 
to it, and that by the laws of our gang, of which I am 
providentially at the head." — "I know not who put you 
at the head of it," cries Blueskin; "but those whodid cer^ 
tainly did it for their own good, that you might conduct 
them the better in their robberies, Inform them of the 
richest booties, prevent surprises, pack juries, bribe evi- 
dence, and so contribute to their benefit and safe^; and 
not to convert all their labor and hazard to your own 
benefit and advantage." — "Tou are greatly mistaken, 
ar," answered Wild; "you aretalkioffol alet;»l locbtf, 
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where the chief magistrate is always chosen for the i 
be gxxxi, which, as we see iu all the legal societies of i 
world, be constantly consults, daily contribuliDg, by life 
superior skill, to their prosperity, and not sacrificiiig 
their good to his own wealth, or pleasure, or humon but 
in an illegal society or gang, as this of ours, it is other- 
vrisa; for who woxild be at the head of a gang, unless for 
his own interest? And without a head, you know, you 
cannot subsist. Kothing but a head, and obedience lo 
that head, can preserve a gang a moment from destnio- 
tion. It is absolutelj- better for you to contentyourseiw 
with a moderate reward, and enjoy that in safety at f 
disposal of your chief, than to engross the whole wiU 
hazard to which you will be liable without his prote 
And surely there is none in the whole gang who baa loft 
reason to complain than 3-ou; you have tasted of my 
favors: witness that piece of ribbon yon wear in your hat, 
with which I dubbed you captain. Therefore pray, cap. 
tain, deliver the watch." — "D — n your cajoling," says 
Blueskin; "do you think I value myself on this bit of rib- 
bon, which I could have bought myself for sixpence, and 
have worn without your leave P Do you imagine I think 
myself a captain because you, whom I know not em- 
powered to make one, call me so ? The name of captain 
is but a shadow: the men and the salary are the sub- 
stance; and 1 am not to be bubbled with a shadow, I 
will be called captain no longer, aud he who flatters me 
by that name I shall think affronts me, and I will knock 
htm down, 1 assure you." "Did ever man talk so un- 
reasonably?*' cries Wild. "Are you not respected as a 
captain by the whole gang since my dubbing you so f 
But it is the shadow only, it seems; and you will knock a 
man down for affrontmg you who calls you captam t 
Uight not a man as reasonably tell a Minister of Stat^ 
Sir, you have given me the shadow only ? The ribbon or 
the bauble that you gave meimpUes that I have either 8)£r- 
oalized myself, by some great action, for the beneCt and 
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glory of my country, or at least that 1 am descended 
[rom those who have doue so. I know myselt to be a 
scoundrel, and so have been those few ancestors I can i-e- 
member, or have ever heard of. Therefore, I am resolved to 
knock the first man dow-n who calls me sir or rig:ht honor- 
able. But all ^reat and wise men think themselves suf- 
ficiently repaid by what procures them honor and prece- 
dence in the gang, without inquiring into substance; nay, 
if a title or a feather be equal to this purpose, they are 
substance, and not mere shadows. But I have not time 
to argue with you atpi-esent, so give me the watch with- 
out any more deliberation." — "I am no more a friend to 
dehberatiou than yourself," answered Blueskin, "and so 
I tell you, once for all, by G — I never will give you the 
watch, no, nor will I ever hereafter surrender any part of 
my booty. I won it, and I will wear it. Take your pis- 
tols yourself, and go out on the highway, and don't lazily 
think to fatten yourself with the dangers and pains of 
other people." At which words he departed iu a fierce 
mood, and repaired to the tavern used by the gang where 
he bad appointed to meet some of his acquaintance, whom 
ho informed of what had passed between him and Wild, 
and advised them all to follow his example; which they 
all readily agreed to, and Mr. Wild's d — tion was the 
universal toast; in drinking bumpers to which they had 
fimshed a large bowl of punch, when a constable, with a 
numerous attendance, and Wild at their head, entered the 
room and seized on Blueskin, whom hia companions, when 
they saw our hero, did not dare attempt to rescue. The 
watch was found upon him, which, together with Wild's 
information, was more than sufficient to commit him to 
Newgate. 

In the evening Wild and the rest of those who had been 
drinking with Blueskin met at the tavern, where nothing 
was t« be seen hut the proroundest submission to their 
loader. They vilified and a bused Blueskin as much an 
they bad before abused our hero, and now repeated tha 
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same toast, only cban^'ng' tbe name of Wild into Bine- 
skin; all agreeing with Wild tbat Uie watch found in h» 
pocket, and which must be a Tatal evidence against him, 
was a just judgment on his disobedience and revolt 

Thus did this great man by a resolute and timely ex- 
ample (for be went directlj' to the justice when Bluesldn 
left him) quell one of the most dangerous conspiracies 
which could possibly arise in a gang, and which, had it 
been permitted one day's growth, would ine%'itably have 
eoded in his destructJou; so much doth it behove alt great 
men to be eternally on their guard, and expeditious in 
the execution of their purposes; while none but the weak 
and honest can indulge themselves in 
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The Achates, Fireblood, had been present at both these 
meetings; but, though he had a little too hastily concur- 
red in cursing his friend, and In vowing his perdition, yet 
now he saw all that scheme dissolved he returned to his 
integrity, of which he gave an incontestable proof, by in- 
forming Wild of the measures which had been concerted 
against him, in which be said he had pretended to aoqui- 
esoe in order the better to betray them; but this, as be 
afterwards confessed on his death-bed at Tyburn, was 
only a copy of his countenance; for that he was, at that 
time, as sincere and hearty in his opposition to Wild as 
any of his companions. 

Our hero received Firebiood's information witi a very 
placid countenance. He said, as the gang had seen their 
errors, and repented, nothing was more noble than for- 
giveness. But, though he was pleased modestly to 
ascribe this to his lenity, it really arose from much more 
noble and political principles. He considered that it 
would be dangerous to attempt the punishment of so 
many; besides, he flattered himself that fear would keep 
them in order: and indeed Fireblood had told hitn uotliing 
more than he knew before, viz. that thay were all com- 
plete prigs, whom be was to govern by their fears, and 
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in whom he was to place no more confidence than was 
necessary, and to watch them with the utmost caution 
and circumspection: for a rogue, he wisely said, like gun- 
powder, must be used with caution; since both are alto- 
gether as liable to blow up the party himself who uses 
them as to execute his mischievous purpose against some 
other person or animal. 

We will now repair to Newgate, it being the place 
where most of the great men of this history are hasten- 
ing as fast as possible; and, to confess the truth, it is a 
castle very far from being an improper or misbecoming 
habitation for any great man whatever. And as this 
scene will continue during the residue of our history, we 
shall open it with a new book, and shall therefore take 
this opportunity of closing our third. 
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BOOK IV. 



CHAPTER I. 

A mnUment of the ordinary'f, worthy to be urrilten in UUra offi 
a veryt^traordinarj/ instance offoajf in Friend^; and a 
ful aeeid^nt tehieh be/tll our hero. 

Hkabtfbee had not beea long in Newf^ate before his 
frequent conversation with his children, and other instAB- 
ces of a g'ood heart, which betrayed themselves in his ac- 
tions and conversation, created an opinion in all about 
him that he was one of the silUeet fellows in the universe. 
The ordinary himself, a very sagacious as well as vei7 
worthy person, declared that he was a cursed rogrue, but 
no conjurer. 

What indeed might induce the former, i.e. the roguish 
part of this opinion in the ordinary, was a wicked senti- 
ment which Heartfree one day disclosed in conversatJOD, 
and which we, who are truly orthodox, will not preteod 
to justify, that he believed a sincere Turk would be saved. 
To this the good man, with becoming zeal and indignar 
tioD, answered, " I know not what may become of a sin- 
cere Turk; but, if this be your persuasion, I pronoimoe it 
impossible you should be saved. No, sir; so far from a 
sincere Turk's being within the pale of salvation, neitber 
will any sincere Presbyterian, Anabaptist, nor Quaker 
whatever, be saved." 

But neither did the one nor the other part of this char- 
acter prevail on Friendly to abandon his old master. He 
spent his whole time with him, except only tliose hours 
when he was absent for his sake, in procuring evidence 
for tiim against his trial, which was now shortly to come 
on. Indeed this young man was tJie only comfort, besides 
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a clear conscience and the hopes beyond the grave, which 
this poor wreteh had; for the sight of his children vraa 
like one of those alluring pleasures which men in si»»e 
diseases indulge themselves often fatally in, which at once 
flatter and heighten their malady. 

Friendly being one day present while Heartfree was, 
with tears in his eyes, embracing his eldest daughter, and 
lamenting the hard fate to which he feared he should be 
obhged to leave her, spoke to him thus: " I have long 
observed with admiration the magnanimity with which 
you go through your own misfortunes, and the stead/ 
countenance with which you look on death. I have 
observed that all youragonies arise from the thoughts of 
parting with your chUdren, and of leaving them in a dis- 
tressed condition; now, though I hope all your fears wQl 
prove ill-grounded, yet, that I may relieve you as much 
as possible from them, be assured that, as nothing can 
give me more real misery than to observe so tender and 
loving a concern in a master, U> whose goodness I owe so 
many obligations, and whom I so sincerely love, so 
nothing can afford me equal pleasure with my contribut- 
ing to lessen or to remove it. Be convinced, therefore, if 
you can place any confidence in my promise, that I will 
employ my little fortune, which you know to be not 
entirely inconsiderable, in the support of this your Uttle 
family. Should any misfortune, which I pray Heaven 
avert, happen to you before you have better provided for 
these little ones, I will be myself their father, nor shall 
either of them ever know distress if it be any way in my 
power to prevent it. Your younger daughter I will pro- 
vide for, and as for my little prattler, your elder, as I 
never yet thought of any woman for a wife, I will receive 
her as such at your hands ; nor will I ever relinquish her 
for another," Heartfree flew to his friend, and embraced 
him with raptures of acknowledgment. He vowed to him 

(t he had eased every anxious tliought of his mind hut ^J; 
, and that he must carry with him out of the world. ^^H 
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" O Friendly !" cried he, " it is my concern for that best 
of women, whom I hate myself for having' ever censurad 
in my opinion. O Friendly! thou didst know her good- 
ness; yet, sure, her perfect character none but myself 
was ever acquainted with. She had every perfection, 
both of mind and body, which heaven hath indulged 
to her whole sex, and possessed all in a higher excel- 
lence than nature ever indulged to another in any single 
virtue. Can I bear the loss of such a woman* Can 
I bear the apprehensions of what mischiefs that vilhun 
may have done to her, of which death is perhaps the 
lightest?" Friendly gently interrupted him as soon as 
he saw any opportunity, endeavoring to comfort him on 
this head likewise, by magnifying every circumstaooe 
which could possibly afford any hope» of his seeing her 
again. 

By this kind of behavior, in which the young man 
exemplified so uncommon a height of friendship, he bad 
Boon obtained in the castle the character of as odd and 
silly a fellow as his master. Indeed they were both tbo 
byword, laughing-stock, and contempt of the whole place. 

The sessions now came on at the Old Bailey. The 
grand jury at Hicks's Hall had found the bill of indict- 
ment against Heartfree, and on the second day of tiic 
session he was brought to his trial ; where, notvintlistand- 
ing the utmost efforts of Friendly and the honest old 
female servant, the circumstances of the fact corroborat- 
ing the evidence of Fireblood, as well as that of Wild, 
who counterfeited the most artful reluctance at appearing 
against his old friend Heartfree, the jury found the 
prisoner guilty. 

Wild had now accomplished hisschen[ie: for as to what 
remained, it was certainly unavoidable, seeing that Heart- 
free was entirely void of interest with the great, and wns 
besides convicted on a statute the infringers of which could 
hope no pardon. 

The catastrophe to which our hero has reduced this 
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iwtch was so wonderful an elToft of greatness, that, it 
B^irobably made Fortuno envious of her own darling ; but 
whether it was from this envy, or only from that known 
inconstancy and weakness so often and judiciously re- 
marked in that lady's temper, who frequently lifts men 
to the summit of human greatness, only 

ut lapHU gTBviore ruant \ 
certain it is, she now began to meditate mischief against 
Wild, who seems to have come to that period at which all 
heroes have arrived, and which she was resolved they 
should never transcend. In short, there seems to be a 
certain measure of mischief and iniquity which every 
great man is to fill up, and then Fortune looks on him of 
no more use than a silkworm whose bottom is spun, and 
deserts him, Mr, Blueskin was convicted the same day 
of robbery, by our hero, an mikindness which, though he 
had drawn on himself, and necessitated him to, he took 
greatly amiss : as Wild, therefore, was standing near 
him, with that disregard and indifference which great 
men are too carelessly inclined to have for those whom 
they have ruined, Blueskin, privily drawing a knife, thrust 
the same into the body of our hero with such violence, 
that all who saw it concluded he had done his business. 
And, indeed, had not fortune, not so much out of love for 
ourhero, as from a fixed resolution to accomplish a certain 
purpose, of which we have formerly given a hint, care- 
fully placed his guts out of the way, he must have fallen 
a sacrifice to the wrath of his enemy, which, as he after- 
wards said, he did not deserve ; for, had he been content 
to have robbed and only submitted to give him the booty, 
lie might have still continued safe and unimpeached in 
the gang ; but, so it was, that the knife, missing those 
noble parts (the noblest of many), the guts, perforated 
only the hollow of his belly, and caused no other harm 
than an immoderate ofTusion of blood, of which, though 
t at present weakened him, be soon after recovered, 

s accident, however, was in the end attended witli 
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worse consequences : for as very few people (those ^reat- 
est of all meo. absolute princes excepted) attempt to cni 
the thread of human life, like the fatal sisterB. merely 
out of wantonness and for their diversion, bat rather by 
so doing propose to themselves the acquisition of some 
future good, or the avenging some past evil ; and as the 
former of these motives did not appear probable, it; put 
inquisitive persons on examining into the latter. Now, 
as the vast schemes of Wild, when they were discovered, 
however great in their nature, seemed to some persons, 
like the projects of most other such persons, rather to be 
calculated for the glory of the great man himself than 
to redound to the general good of society, designs began 
to be laid by several of those who thought it principally 
their duty to put a stop to the future progress of our 
hero ; and a learned judge particularly, a great enemy 
to tliis kind of greatness, procured a clause in an act of 
parliament as a trap for Wild, which he soon after fi 
into. By this law it was made capital in a prig to s 
with the hands of other people. A law so plainly o 
lated for the destruction of all priggish greatness, t 
it was impossible for our hero to avoid it. 



I CHAPTER 11. 

A Aori fiint eonetming popular ingralitttde. Mr. WiJSt i 

Ml the taiUle, teith othtr occurrentta to b§ fo*nd in no olhtr 

Uiiory. 
If we had any leisure we would here digress a little on 
that ingratitude which so many writers have observed to 
spring up in the people of all free governments towards 
theiif^reat men ; who while they have been consulting 
the good of the public, by raising their own greatness, in 
which the whole body (as the kingdom of France thioka 
itself in the glory of their grand monarch) was so deeply 
concerned, have been sometimee sacrificed by those very 
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people for whose glory the said great men were bo indus- 
triously at work : and this from a foolish zeal for a cer- 
tain ridiculous imaginary thing called liberty, to which 
great men are observed to have a great animoai^J 

This law had been promulgated a very little time when 
Mr. Wild, having received from some dutiful members of 
the gang a valuable piece of goods, did, for a consideration 
somewhat short of its original price, reconvey it to the 
right owner ; for which fact, being ungratefully in- 
formed against by the said owner, he was surprised in his 
own house, and, being overpowered by numbers, was 
hurried before a magistrate, and by him committed to 
that castle, which, suitable as it is to greatness, we do not 
choose to name too often in our history, and where many 
great men at this time happen to be assembled. 

The governor, or, as the law more honorably calls him, 
keeper of this castle, was Mr. Wild's old friend and 
acquaintance. This made the latter greatly satisfied 
with the place of his confinement, as he promised himself 
not only a kind reception and handsome accommodation 
there, but even to obtain his liberty from him if he 
thought it necessary to desire it ; but, alas I he was de- 
ceived ; his old friend knew him no longer, and refused 
to see him, and the lieutenantr-goverDor insisted on as 
high garnish tor fetters, and as exorbitant a price fof 
lodging, as if he had had a fine gentleman in custody for 
murder, or any other genteel crime. 

To confess a melancholy truth, it is a circumstance 
much to be lamented, that there is no absolute dependence 
OD the friendship of great men j an observation which 
bath been frequently made by those who have lived in 
courts, or in Newgate, or in any other place set apart for 
the habitation of such persons. 

The second day of his confinement he was greatly sur- 
prised at receiving a visit from his wife; and much more 
BO, when, instead of a countenance ready to Insult 
the <Hily motive to which he could ascribe her presence] 
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hesaw the tears trickling dovm her lovely checks. He 
embraced her with the utmost marks of affections, and 
declared he could hardly regret his confinement, sioce 
it had produced such ao instance of the happiness he en- 
joyed m her, whose HdcUty to him on this occasion would, 
he believed, make him the envy of most husbands, even 
in Jlewgultf. He then begged her to dry her eyes, and he 
comforted; for that matters mig-ht go better with him 
than she expected. "No, no," says she, "I am certain 
you would be found guilty Death. I knew vehat it would 
always come to, I told you it was impossible to carry on 
such a trade long ; but you would not be adx'ised, and 
now you see the consequence — now you repent when it is 
too late. All the comfort I shall have when you are 
nuftfted* is, that I gave you a good adrice. If you had 
always gone out by yourself, as I would have had you, you 
might have robbed on to the end of the chapter ; but you 
was niser than all the world, or rather lazier, and see what 
your laziness is come to— to the cAeo/,t for thither you will 
now go, that's infallible. And a just judgment on you 
for following your headstrong will ; I am the only person 
to be pitied ; poor I, who shall be scandalized for your 
fault. There goes she whose husband was haaged : me- 
thinks I hear them crj-ing so already," At which words 
she hurst into tears. He could uot then forebear chiding 
her for this unnecessary concern on his account, and 
begged her uot to trouble him any more. She answered 
with some spirit, " On your account, and be d — d to you ! 
Ko, if the old cull of a justice had not sent me hither, I be- 
lieve it would have been long enough before I should have 
come hither to see after you ; d — n me, I am committed 
(or tho filing-lay, I man, and we shall be both nubbed to- 
gether. I'faith, my dear, it almost makes me amends for 
being nubbed myself to have the pleasure of seeing thee 
nubbed too. — "Indeed, my dear," answered Wild, "it is 
what I have long wished for thee ; but I do uot desire to 
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bear tbee company, and I have still hopes to have 
pleasure of seeing' yoii go witliout me ; at least I 
have the pleasure to be rid of you now." And so saying, 
he seized her by the waist, and with strong arm flung her 
out of the rooni ; but not before she had with her nails 
left a bloody memorial on his cheek ; and thus this fond, 
couple parted. 

Wild had scarce recovered himself from the uneasiness 
into which this unwelcome visit, proceeding from the dis- 
agreeable fondness of his wife, had thrown him, than the 
faithful Achates appeared. The presence of this youth, 
was indeed a cordial to his spirits. He received him with 
open arms, and expressed the utmost satisfaction in 
the fidelity of his friendship, which so far exceeded the 
fashion of the times, and said many things which we have 
forgot on the occasion ; but we remember they all tended 
to the praise of Firehlood, whose modesty, at length, put 
a stop to the torrent of compliments, by asserting he had 
done no more than his duty, and that he should have de- 
tested himself could he have forsaken his friend in his ad- 
versity; and, after many protestations that he came the 
moment he heard of his misfortune, he asked him if he 
could be of any service. Wild answered, since he had so 
kindly proposed that question, he must say ho sliould be 
obliged to him if he could lend him a few guineas ; for 
that he was very seedy. Fireblood replied that lie was 
greatly unhappy in not having it then in his power, add- 
ing many oaths that he had not a farthing of money in 
bis pocket, which was, indeed, strictly true ; for ho had 
only a banknote, which he had that evening purloined 
from a gentleman in the playhouse passage. He then 
asked for his wife, to whom, to speak truly, the visit was 
iDt«nded, her confinement being the misfortune of which 
he had just heard ; for, as for that of Mr. Wild himself, 
he had Icnown it from the first minute, without ever in- 
tending to trouble him with his company. Being In- 
formed therefore of the visit which had lately happened, 
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he reproved Wild for bis cruel treatmeot of that good 
creature ; then taking as sudden a leave as he civiltj 
could of the gentleniaa, he hastened to comfort his \aAy, 
who received him with great kindness. 



CHAPTER m. ^^ 

Curjout anecdotes relating to the hMtory <^ Mityale. 

TbKRB resided in the castle at the same time with Ur. 
Wild one Roger Johnson, a veryoKEAT man, who bad 
long be en attbe head of all tbepi-ig^ in Newgate, and had 
raised contributions on them. He examined into the 
nature of their defense, procured and instructed their 
evidence, and made himself, at least in their opinion, so 
necessary to thorn, that the whole fate of Newgate seemed 
entirely to depend upon him. 

Wild had not been long in confinement before he began 
to oppose this man. He represented him to thepn'ga 
as a fellow who, under the plausible pretence of assist- 
ing their causes, was in reality undermining thb ljbeb- 
TIKS OK Newgate. He at first threw out certain sly hints 
and insinuations ; but, having by degrees formed a party 
against Roger, he one day assembled them together, and 
spoke to them in the foUovinng florid manner: 

" Friends and fellow citizens, — The cause which I am to 
mention to you this day is of such mighty importance, 
that when I consider my own small abilities, I tremble 
with an apprehension lest your safety may be rendered 
precarious by the weakness of him who hath undertaken 
to represent to you your danger. Gentlemen, the liberty 
of Newgate is at stake: your privileges have been long 
undermined, and are now openly violated by one man; by 
one who hath engrossed to himself the whole conduct of 
your trials, under color of which he exacts what contri- 
butions on you he pleases: but are those sums appropri- 
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Pkted to the uses for which they are raised ? Your fre- 
quent convictions at the Old Bailey, those depredations 
of justice, must too sensibly and sorely demonstrate the 
contrary. What evidence doth he ever produce tor the 
prisoner which the prisoner himself could not have pro- 
vided, and often better instructed? How many noble 
youths have there been lost when a single alibi would 
have saved them ! Should I be silent, nay, could your 
own injuries want a tongue to remonstrate, the very 
breath which by his neglect hath been stopped at the 
cheat would cry out loudly against him. Nor is the ex- 
orbitancy of his plunders visible only in the dreadful con- 
sequences it hath produced to the prigs, nor glares it only 
in the miseries brought on them ; it blazes forth in the 
more desirable effects it hath wrought for himself, in the 
rich perquisites required by it ; witness that silk night- 
gown, that robe of shame, which, to his eternal dishonor, 
he pubhcly wears; that gown which I will not scruple to 
call the winding-sheet of the hberties of Newgate. Is 
thereaj)rt'3 who hath the interest and honor of New- 
gateso little at heart that he can refrain from blushing 
when he beholds that trophy, purchased with the breath 
of so mADy prigs ? Nor is this all. His waistcoat em- 
broidered with silk, and his velvet cap, bought with the 
same price, are ensigns of the same disgrace. Some 
would think the rags which covered his nakedness when 
first be was committed hither well exchanged for these 
gaudy trappings: but in my eye no exchange can be prof- 
itable when dishonor is the condition. If, therefore, 
Newgate- — " Here the only copy which we could pro- 
cure of this speech breaks off abruptly; however, we can 
assure the reader, from very authentic information, that 
he concluded with advising thepngs to put their affairs 
into other bands. After which, one of his party, as bad 
beeo before concerted, in a very long speech recommended 
lilm (Wild himself) to their choice. 
Newgate was divided into parties on this occasion 
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prigs on each »de representing their chief or great nan 
to be the only person by whom the alTiiirs of Ifewgato 
could be managed with safety and advantage. Tbepriga 
hixd indeed very incompalibte interests: for, vrbereas tb« 
supporters of JohosoD, who was in possession of the plun- 
der of Newgate, were admitted to some share under their 
leader, so the abettors of Wild had, on his promotioD, 
the same views of dividing some part of the spoil among 
themselves. It is no wonder, therefore, thQ* were boUi 
so warm on each side. What may seem more remark- 
able was, that the debtors, who were entirely uncon- 
ceroed in the dispute, and who were the destined plunder 
of both parties, should interest themselves with the ut- 
most violence, some on behalf of Wild, and others in 
favor of Johnson. So that all Newgale resounded with 
Wild /oret'«r, Joaasos forever. And the poor debtors 
re-echoed the liberties of Netcgaie, which, in the cant 
language, sigmflespiujider, as loudly asthe thieves them- 
selves. In short, such quarrels and animosities happened 
between them, that they seemed rather the people of two 
countries long at war with each other than the inhabit- 
ants of the same castle. 

Wild's party at length prevailed, and he succeeded to 
the place and power of Johnson, whom he [H'esentif 
stripped of all his finery' ; but, when it was proposed that 
he should sell it and di-^ide the money for the good of the 
whole, he waved that motion, saying it was not yet tune, 
that he should Bnd a better opportunity, that the clothes 
wanted cleaning, with many other pretences, and witiiin 
two days, to the surprise of many, he apx>eared in them 
himself; for which he vouchsafed no other apology than 
that they fitted bitn much better than they did Johnson, 
and that they became him in a much more elegant man- 
ner. 

This behavior of AVild greatly incensed the debtors, 
particularly those by whose means he had been pro- 
moted. They grumbled extremely, and vented ^reat hi- 





di^nation against Wild; when one day a very grave manj 
and one of much authority among them, bospake them 
ats Tollows: 

"Nothing sure can bo more justly ridiculous than 
conduct of those who should lay the Iamb in the wolf'l 
way, and then should lament his being devoured. Whal 
a wolf is in a sheep-fold, a great man is in society. NoWj 
■when one wolf is in possession of a sheep-fold, how litU&' 
would it avail the simple flock to expel him and place 
another in his stead ! Of the same benefit to us is the 
overthrowing one prig in favor of another. And for 
what other advantage was your struggle ? Did you not 
all know that Wild and his followers were prtgs, as well 
as Johnson and his ? What then could the contention bo 
among such but that which you have now discovered it to 
have been ? Perhaps some would say, is it then our duty 
tamely to submit to the rapine of thej^W^who now plun- 
ders US for fear of an exchange ? Surely no : but I 
answer, it is better to shake the plunder off than to ex- 
change the plunderer. And by what means can we effect 
this but by a total change of our manners ? Every png 
is a slave. His own priggish desires, which enslave him, 
themselves betray him to the tyi'anny of others. To 
preserve, therefore, the liberty of Newgate, is to change 
the manners of Newgate. Let us, therefore, who are con- 
fined here for debt only separate ourselves entirely from 
the prigs; neither drink with them nor converse with 
them. Let us at the same time separate ourselves farther 
from pnggism itself. Instead of being ready, on every 
opportunity, to pillage each other, let us be content with 
our honest share of the common bounty, and with the 
acquisition of our own industrj-. When we separate from 
the prigs, let us enter into a closer alliance with one 
another. Let us consider ourselves all as members of one 
community, to the public good of which we are to sacri- 
fice our private views ; not to give up the interest of the 
wliole for every little pleasure or profit which shall accrue 
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to ourselTes. Liberty is consistent with no degree ol 
bonesty inferior to this, and tlio commuiUty where this 
abounds no prig will have the impudence or audacious- 
ness to endeavor to enslave ; or if he should, his own de- 
struction would be the only consequence of his attempt. 
But while one man pursues his ambition, aoolber bis 
interest, another bis safety ; while one hath a roguery (a 
priggism they here call it) to commit, and another a 
rogruery to defend ; they must naturally fly to the favor 
and protection of those who have power to give them 
what they desire, and to defend them from what tbey 
fear; nay, in this view it becomes their interest to 
promote this power in their patrons. Now, gentlemen, 
when we are no longer prigs, we shall no longer have 
these fears or these desires. What remains therefore for 
us but to resolve bravely to lay aside our priggism, our 
roguery in plainer words, and preser>-e our liberty, or to 
give up the latter in the preservation and preference of 
the former?" 

This speech was received with much applause ; how- 
ever, Wild continued as before to levj- contributions 
among the prisoners, to apply the garnish to his own use, 
and to strut openly in the ornaments which be had stripped 
from Johnson. To speak sincerely there was more bra- 
vado than real use or advantage in these trappings. As 
for the nightgown, its outside indeed made a glittering 
tinsel appearance, but it kept him not warm, nor could 
the finery of it do him much honor, since everj' one knew 
it did not properly belong to him ; as to the waistcoat, it 
fitted him very ill, being inflnitely too big for him ; and 
the cap was so heavy that it made his head ache. Thus 
these clothes, which perhaps {as they pn-sented tho Idea 
of their misery more sensibly to the people's eyes) bi-ought 
him more en^n,-, hatred, and detraction, than all his 
deeper impositions and more real advantages, afTtH^ed 
very little use or honor to the wearer ; nay, could scarce 
serve to amuse his own \-anity when this was cool enough 
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to reflect with tbe least seriousness. And, should I speak 
in the language of a man who estimated human happiness 
witliout regard to that ereatness which we have so labo- 
riously endeavored to paint in this history, it is probable 
he never touk {t. e. robbed the prisoners of) a shilling 
bich he himself did not pay too dear for. 



CHAPTER rV. 



dead-toarranf arrivea for 

betrays wmt 



Thz dead- ^^'ar rant, as it is called, now came down to 
'ewgate for the execution of Heartfree among the rest of 
the prisoners. And here the reader must excuse us, who 
profess to di-aw natural, not perfect characters, and to 
record the truths of history, not the extravagances of 
romance, while we relate a weakness in Wild of which we 
are ourselves ashamed, and which we would willingly 
have concealed, could we have preserved at the same time 
that strict attachment to truth and impartiality which we 
have professed in recording the annals of this great man. 
Enow then, reader, that this dead-warrant did not affect 
Heartfree, who was to suffer a shameful death by it, with 
lialf the concern it gave Wild, who had been the occasion 
of it. He had been a little struck the day before on seeing 
the children carried away in tears from their father. 
This sight brought the remembrance of some slight 
injuries he had done the father to his mind, which he 
endeavored as much as possible to obliterate ; but, when 
one of the keepers (I should say Ueutenants of the castle) 
repeated Heartfree's name among those of the malefac 
tors who were to suffer within a few days, the blood 
forsook liis countenance, and in a cold still stream moved 
his heart, which had scarce strength enough 
return it through his veins. In short, his body 
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visibly demonstrated thepangsof his mind, Uiat to escape 
observation he retired to his room, where he siilli-iily 
gave vent to such bitter agonies, that even the injured 
Heartfrce, bad not the apprehension of what hisnife had 
suffered shut every avenue of compassion, would have 
pitied him , 

When his mind was thoroughly fatigued and worn oat 
with the horrors which the approa.chln^ fate of the poor 
wretch who lay under a sentence which he had iniquft- 
ously brought upon bim had suggested, sleep promised 
him relief ; but this promise was, alas I delusive. This 
certain friend to the tired body is often the severest enemy 
to the oppressed mind. So at least it proved to Wild, 
adding visionary to real horrors, and tormenting bis 
imagination with phantoms too dreadful to be described. 
At length, starting from these visions, he no sooner re- 
covered his waking senses, than he cried out — " I may 
yet prevent this catastrophe. It is not too late to dis* 
cover the whole." He then paused a moment; butgreat- 
ness, instantly returning to his assistance, checked the 
base thought, as it first ofl'ered itself to his mind. Be 
then reasoned thus coolly with himself : — " Shall 1, like » 
child, or a woman, or one of those mean WTetches whom 
1 have always despised, be frightened by dreams and vis- 
ionary phantoms to sully that honor which I have so dif- 
ficultly acquired and so gloriously maintained ? Shall 1, 
to redeem the worthless life of this silly fellow, suffer my 
reputation to contract a stain which the blood of millions 
cannot wipe away ? Was it only that the few, the simple 
part of mankind, should call me rogue, perhaps I could 
submit ; but to be for ever contemptible to the prigs, as 
a wretch who wanted spirit to execute my undertaking, 
can never he digested. What is the life of a single man ? 
Have not whole armies and nations been sacrificed to the 
honor of onk oekat man ? Nay, to omit that first-clas 
of greatness, the conquerors of mapkind.Vhow often have 
numbers fallen by a fictitious plot only to satisfy Mm 



mm 



M 



JONATHAN WILD. 




Il^leen, or perhaps exercise the ingenuiby, of a member 
tiiat second order of greatness, the ministeriaTTI Whal 
have 1 done then ? Why, I have ruined a family, and 
brought an ianocent man to the galloM's, 1 ought rather 
to weep with Alexander that 1 have ruined no more than 
to regret the little I have done." He at length, thei 
fore, bravely resolved to consign over HeartCrco to 
fate, though it cost him more struggling than may casil 
be believed, utterly to conquer his reluctance, and to ban- 
ish away every degree of humanity from his mind, these 
little sparks of which composed one of those weaknesses 
which we lamented in the opening of our history. 

But, in vindication of our hero, wo must beg leave 
observe that Nature Is seldom so kind as those writei 
who draw characters absolutely perfect. She Beldomi 
creates any man so completely great, or completely low, 
but that some sparks of humanity will glimmer in thti^ 
former, and some sparks of what the vulgar call evil will 
dart forth in the latter ; utterly to extinguish which will 
give some pain, and uneasiness to both ; for I apprehend 
no mind was ever yet formed entirely free from blemish, 
unless peradventure that of a sanctified hypocrite, whose 
praises some well-fed flatterer hath gratefully thought 
■ proper to sing forth. 
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ContaiHing 

Tm day was now come when poor Heartfree was to 
mffer an ignominious death. Friendly had iu the strong' 
est manner conflrmed his assurance of fulfilling his prom- 
ise of becoming a father to one of his children and a hus- 
band to the other. This gave him inexpressible comfort, 
and he had, the evening before, taken his last leave o( 
tfae Uttle wretches n-ith a tenderness which drew a tea^i 
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from one of the keepers, joined to el magnanimity which 
would have pleased a stoic. When be was inrormcd that 
the coach which Friendly had provided for him was 
ready, and that the rest of the prisoners were gone, he 
embraced that faithful friend with great passion, and 
begged that he would leave him here; but the other de- 
sired leave to accompany him to his end, which at last he 
was forced to comply with. And now he was proceeding 
towards the coach when he found bis difficulties were not 
yet over ; for now a friend arrived of whom he wxs to 
take a harder and more tender leave than he had yet gone 
through. This friend, reader, was no other than Mrs. 
Heartfree herself, who ran to him with a look all wild, 
staring, and frantic, and having reached his arms, fainted 
away in them without uttering a single syllable. Heart- 
free was, with great dilllcultj', able to preserve his own 
senses in such a surprise at such a season. And indeed 
our good-natured reader will be rather inclined to wish 
this miserable couple had, by dying in each other's arms, 
put a final period to their woes, than have sur^nved to 
taste those bitter moments which were to be their por- 
tion, and which the unhappy wife, soon recovering from 
the short intermission of being, now began to suffer. 
When she became first mistress of her ^ 
forth into the following accents : — " O my husbood I 
this the condition in which I find you after our cruel a 
ration? Who hath done this? Cruel Heaven I 
is the occasion ? 1 know thou canst deserve no ill. Tell 
me, somebody who can speak, while I have my senses left 
to understand, what is the matter?" At which words 
several laughed, and one answered, " The matter I Why 
no great matter. The gentleman is not the first, nor 
won't be the last : the worst of the matter is, that if we 
are to stay all the morning here 1 shall lose my dinner," 
Heartfree, pausing a moment and recollecting himself, 
cried out, " I will bear all with patience." And then, ad- 
dres^g himself to the commanding officer, begg«d be 
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ight only have a few minutes by himself with his wife^ 

hom he had not seen before since his misfortunes. The 
great man answered, "He had compassion on him, and 
would do more than he could answer; but he supposed 
he was too much a g:entleman not to know that something 
was due for sucli civility." On this hint, Friendly, who 
was himself half dead, pulled five guineas out of his 
jiocket, which the great man took, and said he would be 
generous to give him ten minutes ; on which one ob- 

!r\'ed that many a gentleman had bought ten minutes 
with a woman dearer, and many other facetious remarks 
were made unnecessary to be here related. Heartfreo 
was now suffered to retire into a room with his wife, the 
commander informing him at his entrance that he must 
be expeditious, for that the rest of the good company 
would beat the tree before him, and he supposed he was 
a gentleman of too much breeding to make them wait. 

This tender wretched couple were now retired for theaoi 
few minutes, which the commander without carefully 
measured with his watch ; and Heartfree was musterinj 
all his resolution to part with what his soul so ardentlyi 
doted on, and to conjure her to support his loss lot' 
the sake of her poor infants, and to comfort her with the 
promise of Friendly on their account; but ail his design 
was frustrated. Mrs, Heartfree could not support the 
shock, but again fainted away, and so entirely lost every 
symptom of life that Heartfree called vehemently for 
assistance. Friendly rushed first into the room, and was 
soon followed by many others, and, what was remarks 
able, one who had unmoved beheld the tender scene 
between these parting lovers was touched to the quick by 
-the pate looks of the woman, and ran up and down for 
'ater, drops, &c.,with the utmost hurry and confusion. 

le ten minuu^s were expired, which the commander now 
and si!eing nothmg oiTered for the renewal of the 
terra (for indeed Friendly had unhappily emptied his 
pockets), he began to grow very importunate, and at 
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lut told Heartfree he should be ashuned not to act 
more like a man. Heartrree begged lits pardon, and said 
he would make him wait no longer. Then, with the 
deepest sigh, cried, "Oh, my angel !" and, embracing his 
wife n'ith the utmost eagerness, kissed her pale lips with 
more fen'ency than ever bridegroom did the blushing 
cheeks of his bride. He then cried, "The Almighty 
bless thee ! and, if it be His pleasure, restore thee to life ; 
if not, I beseech Him we may presently meet again in a 
better world than this." He was breaking from her, 
when, perceiving her senses i-etuming, he could not for^ 
bear renewing his embrace, and, again pressing her lips, 
which now recovered life and warmth so fast that he 
begged one ten minutes more to tell her what her swooQ- 
ing had prevented her hearing. The worthy commaoder, 
being perhaps a Uttle touched at this tender scene, took 
Friendly aside, and asked him what he would give if he 
would suffer his friend to remain half an hour ? Friendly 
answered, anything ; that he bad no money in his pocket, 
but he would certainly pay him that afternoon. " Well, 
then, I'll be moderate," said he; "twenty guineas." 
Friendly answered, " It is a bargain," The commaDder, 
having exacted a firm promise, "Then I don't care if 
they stay a whole hour together; for what signifies hid- 
ing good news? the gentleman is reprieved;" of which 
he had just before received notice in a whisper. It would 
be very impertinent to offer at a description of tJie joy 
this occasioned to the two friends, or to Mrs. Heartfree, 
who was now again recovered. A surgeon, who wan 
happily present, was employed to bleed them all. Aft«r 
which the commander, who had the promise of the moDtiy 
again confirmed to him, wished Heartfree joy, and shak- 
ing him very friendly by the hands, cleared the room 
of all the company, and left the three friends together. 
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In tDhitih the foregoing happy mddenl is arcounted/or. 
But here, though I am convinced my good-natured 
reader may almost want the surgeon's assistance also, 
and that there is no passage in this whole story which 
can afford him e«iual delight, yet, lest our reprieve should 
seem to resemble that in the Beggare' Opera, I shall 
endeavor to show him that this incident, which is 
undoubtedly true, is at least as natural as delightful; for 
we assure him we would rather have suffered halt man- 
kind to be hanged than have saved one contrary to the 
strictest rules of writing and probability. 

Be it know-n, then (a circumstance which I think highly 
credible) that tlie great Fireblood had been, a few days 
before, taken in the fact of a robbery, and carried before 
the Fame justice of the peace who had, on his evidence, 
committed Heartfree to prison. This magistrate, who did 
indeed no small honor to the commission he bore, duly 
considered the weighty charge committed to him, by 
which he was intrusted with decisions affecting the Uves, 
liberties, and properties of his countrymen. He therefore 
examined always with the utmost diligence and caution 
into every minute circumstance. And, as he had a good 
deal balanced, even when he committed Heartfree, on the 
excellent character given him by Friendly and the maid ; 
and as he was much staggered on finding that, of the two 
persons on whose evidence alone Heartfree had been com- 
mitted, and had been since convicted, one was in Newgate 
tor a felonj', and the other was now brought before him 
for a robbery, he thought proper to put the matter very 
home to Fireblood at this time. The young Achates was 
taken, as we have said, in the fact ; so that denial he saw 
was in vain. He therefore honestly confessed what he 
knew must be proved ; and desired on the merit 
tlie discoveries he had made, to be admitted 
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evidence against his tu-complices. This afforded tl» 
happiest opportunity to the justice to satisfy Ms con- 
science iu relation to Heartf ree. He told Fireblood that, 
if he expected the favor he solicited, it must be on con- 
dition that he revealed the whole truth to him conoem- 
ing the evidence which he had lately given against a 
bankrupt, and which some circumstances had induced a 
suspicion of ; that he might depend on it the truth would 
be discovered by other means, and gave some oblique 
hints (a deceit entirely justifiable) that Wild himself hmi 
offered such a discovery. The very mention of Wild's 
name immediately alarmed FirebIoo<l, who did not in 
the least doubt the readiness of that obkat hak to hang 
any of the gang when his own interest seemed to require 
it. He therefore hesitated not a moment, but, having 
obtained a promise from the justice that he sliould be 
accepted as an evidence, he discovered the whole false- 
hood, and declared he had been seduced by Wild to 
depoee as he had done. 

The justice, having thus luckily and timely discovered 
this scene of villainy, alias greatness, lost not a moment 
in using his utmost endeavors to get the caae of the 
unhappy convict represented to the sovereign, who im- 
mediately granted him that gracious reprieve which 
caused such happiness to the persons concerned ; and 
which we hope we have now accounted for to the satis- 
faction of the reader. 

The good magistrate, having obtained this reprieve 
for Heartfree, thonght it incumbent on him to visit him 
iu the prison, and to sound, if possible, the depth of this 
affair, that, if he should appear as innocent as he qdw 
began to conceive him, he might use all imaginable 
methods to obtain his pardon and enlargement. 

The next day therefore after that, when the miserable 
scene above described had passed, he went to Newgate, 
where he found those three persona, Heartfree, his wife, 
and Friendly, sitting together. The justice informed 
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the prisoner of the confession of Fireblood, with the steps 
which he had takon upon it. The reader will easily con- 
ceive the many outward thanks, as well as inward grat- 
itude, which he received from all three ; but those were of 
very little consequence to him compared with the secret 
satisfaction he felt in his mind from reflecting^ on the 
preservation of innocence, as he soon after very clearly 
perceived was the case. 

When he entered the room Mrs. Heartfree was speak- 
ing- with some earnestness : as he perceived, therefore, he 
had interrupted her, he begged she would continue her 
discourse, which, if he prevented by his presence, he 
desired to depart ; but Heartfree would not suffer it. He 
said she had been relating some adventures which per- 
haps might entertain him to hear, and which she 
rather desired he would hear, as they might serve to illus- 
trate the foundation on which this falsehood had been 
built, which had brought on her husband all his misfor- 
tunes. 

The justice very gladly consented, and Mrs. Heartfree, 
at her husband's desire, began the relation from the first 
renewal of Wild's acquaintance with him ; but, though 
this recapitulation was necessary for the information of 
our good magistrate, as it would be useless, and perhaps 
tedious, to the reader, we shall only repeat that part of 
her story to which only he is a stranger, beg-inning with 
what happened to her after Wild had been turned adrift 
in the boat by the captain of the French privateer. 



^P CHAPTER VII. 

Jtfra. Beartfree relates her adventura. 

Mrs. Hbaktfbee proceeded thus : " The vengeance 
which the French captain exacted on that villain (our 
hero) persuaded me that I was fallen into the hands of a 
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man of honor and justice ; nor indeed was it possible for 
any person to be treated nnth more respect and ci\-ility 
than I now was ; but ttiis could not mitigate my sorrows 
when I reflected on the condition in which I had been 
betrayed to leave all that was dear to me, much less 
could it produce such an effect when I discovered, as I 
soon did, that I owed it chiefly to a passion which threat- 
ened me with great uneasiness, as it quickly appeared to 
be very violent, and as I was absolutely in the power of 
the person who possessed it, or was rather possessed by 
it. I must, however, do him the justice to say my fears 
carried my suspicions fartlier than 1 afterwards found 1 
had any reason to carry them : he did indeed very soon 
acquaint mo with his passion, and used all those genUe 
methods which frequently succeed with our sex to prevail 
with me to gi-atify it ; but never once threatened, nor had 
the least recourse to force. He did not even once insin- 
uate to me that I was totally in his power, which I my- 
self sufficiently saw, and whence I drew the most dreadful 
apprehensions, well knowing that, as there are some dis- 
positions so brutal that cruelty adds a zest and savor to 
their pleasures, so there are others whose gentler inclina- 
tions are better gratified when they win us by softer 
methods to comply with their desires ; yet that even tJiese 
may be often compelled by an unruly passion to have 
recourse at last to the means of violence, when they de- 
spair of success from persuasion ; but I was happily the 
captive of a better man. My conqueror was one of those 
over whom vice hath a limited jurisdiction ; and, though 
he was too easily prevailed on to sin, he was proof against 
any temptation to villainy. 

"We had been two days almost totally becalmed, 
when, a brisk gale rising as we were in sight of Dunkirk, 
we saw a vessel making full sail towards us. The cap- 
tain of the privateer was so strong that he apprehended 
no danger but from a man-of-war, which the sailors dis- 
cenied this not to be. He therefore struck hiit oolorSf and 




JONATHAN WILD. MH 

irled his sails as much as possible, in order to lie by and 
' "Contect her, hoping she might be a prize." (Here Heart- 
free smiling, his wife stopped and inquired the cause. He 
told her it was from her using the sea-terms so aptly : 8h« 
laughed, and answered he would wonder less at this when 
he heard the long time she had been on board : and then 
proceeded.) " This vessel now came alongside of us, and 
hailed us, having perceived that on which we wer« aboard 
to he of her own country; they begged us not to put into 
Dunkirk, but to accompany them in their pursuit of a 
large English merchantman, whom we should easily 
overtake, and both together as easily conquer, Our 
captain immediately consented to this proposition, and 
ordered all his sail to be crowded. This was moat unwel- 
comenewstome ; however, he comforted me all he could 
by assuring me I had nothing to fear, that he would be 
so far from offering the least rudeness to me himself, thai 
he would, at the hazard of his life, protect me from it. 
This assurance gave me all the consolation which ray pres- 
ent circumstances and the dreadful apprehensions I had on 
your dear account would admit. (At which words the 
tenderest glances passed on both sides between the hus- 
band and wife). 

" We sailed near twelve hours, when we came in sight 
of the ship we were in pursuit of, and which we should 
probably have soon come up with, had not a very thick 
mist ravished her from our eyes. This mist contmued 
several hours, and when it cleared up we discovered our 
companion at a great distance from us; but what gave 
us (I mean the captain and his crew) the greatest uneasi- 
ness was the sight of a very large ship within a mile of 
us, which presently saluted us with a gun, and now 
appeared to be a third-rate English man-of-war. Our 
captain declared the impossibility of either fighting or 
escaping, and accordingly struck without waiting for the 
broadside which was preparing for us, and which perhaps 
would have prevented me from the happiness I now 
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enjoy." This occasioned Heartfree to cbange color ; tus 
wife therefore pa^ed hastily to circumstances of a tarn 
smiling complexion. 

" I greatly rejoiced at this event, as 1 thought it * 
not only restore me to the safe possession of my jei 
but to what I value beyond all the treasures of the unl. 
versa My expectation, however, of both these was some- 
what crossed for the present; as to the former, I was 
told they should be carefully preserved ; but that 1 must 
prove my right to them before I could expect their restora- 
tion, which, if I mistake not, the captain did not very 
eagerly desire I should be able to aci-omplish ; and as to 
the latter, I was acquainted that I should be put on board 
the first ship which they met on her way to England, but 
that they were proceeding to the West Indies. 

" I had iiot been long on board the man-of-war before 
I discovered just reason rather to lament than to rejoice 
at the exchange of my captivity; for such I concluded 
my present situation to be. 1 had now another lo\'er in 
the captain of this Knglishman, and much rougher and 
less gallant than the Frenchman had been. He used me 
with scarce common cinlity, as indeed he showed veiy 
little to any other person, treating his officers little better 
than a man of no great good breeding would exert to hU 
meanest servant, and that too on some very irritating 
provocation. As for me, he addressed me with the iosoV 
ence of a basha to a Cii'cassiaii slave ; he talked to me 
with the loose license in which the most prolligate liber- 
tines converse with harlots, and which women abandoited 
only in a moderate degree detest and abhor. He often 
kissed me unth very rude familiarity, and one day 
attempted farther brutality; when a gentleman on 
boanl, and who wasin my situation, that is, had been 
taken by a privateer and was retaken, rescued me from 
his hands, for which the captain confined him, though be 
was not under his command, two days in irons ; when be 
was released (for X was not suffered to visit him in lki« 
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confinement) I went to him and thanked him with the 
utmo8t acknowledgment for what ho had done and sufTerod 
on my account. The gentleman behaved to me in the 
handsomest manner on this occasion ; told me he was 
ashamed of the high sense I seemed to entertain of so 
small an obUgation of an action to which his duty as a 
Christian and his honor as a man obliged him. From 
this time I lived in great familiarity with this man, whom 
I regarded as my protector, which he professed himself 
ready to be on all occasions, expressing the nt- 
moBt abhorrence of the captain's brutality, especially 
that shown towards me, and the tenderness of a parent 
Cor the preser\'ation of my virtue, for which I was not 
myself more solicitous than he appeared. He was, in- 
deed, the only man 1 had hitherto met since my unhappy 
departure who did not endeavor by all his looks, words, 
and actions, to assure me he had a liking to my unfortu- 
nate person ; the rest seeming desirous of sacriflcing the 
little beauty they compUment«d to their desires, without 
the least consideration of the ruin which I earnestly repre- 
sented to them they were attempting to bring on me and 
on my future repose, 

" I now passed several days pretty free from the cap- 
tain's molestation, till one fatal night." Here, perceiving 
Heartfree grew pale, she comforted him by an assurance 
that Heaven had preserved her chastity, and again had 
restored her unsullied to his arms. She continued thus: 
"Perhaps I gave it a wrong epithet m the word fatal; 
but a wretched night I am sure I may call it, for no 
woman who camo off victorious was, I believe, ever in 
greater danger. One night I say, having drank his spirits 
high with punch, in company with the purser, who was 
the only man in the ship he admitted to his table, the cap- 
tain sent for me into his cabin; whither, though unwill- 
ingly, I was obliged to go. We were no sooner alone 
together than he seized me by the hand, and, after 
affronting my ears with discourse which I am unable to 
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repeat, ho sworo a groat oath that his passiou w»s \ 
daJlied with no longer ; thnt I must not expect to i 
him in the manner to which a set of blockhead landiMD 
submitted. 'None of your coquette airs, therefore, with 
me, madame,' said he, ' tor I am resolved to have you 
this night. No struggling nor stiuaUing, for both nil! be 
impertinent. The first man who offers to come in here, I 
will have his skin flay'd off at the gangway.' He then 
attempted to pull me violently towards his bed. I threw 
myself on my knees, and nith tears and entreaties be- 
sought his compassion ; but this was, I found, to no pur- 
pose. I then had recourse to threats, and endeavored to 
frighten him with the consequence ; but neither had this, 
though it seemed to stagger him more than the other 
method, sufficient force to deliver me. At last a stratagem 
came into my bead, of which my perceiving him reel gAve 
me the first hint; I entreated a moment's reprieve only, 
when, collecting all the spirits I could muster, I put on a 
constrained air of gaiety, and told htm with an affected 
laugh, he was the roughest lover I had ever met with, 
and that I beUeved I was the first woman he had eT«r 
paid his addresses to. 'Addresses,' said he ; ' d — d your 
addresses \ I want to undress you.' I then begged him 
to let us drink some punch together ; for that I loTod a 
can as well as himself, and never would grant the 
favor to any man till I had drank a hearty glass wiUi 
him. 'Oht' said he, 'if that be all, you shall have punch 
enough to drown yourself in.' At which words he rang 
the bell, and ordered in a gallon of that liquor. I was m 
the meantime obliged to suffer his nauseous kisses, and 
some rudenesses which I had great difficulty to restrain 
within moderate bounds. When the punch came in be 
took up the bowl and drank my health ostentatiously. In 
such a quantity that considerably advanced my scheme. , 
I folloived him with bumpers us fast as possible, and was 
myself obliged to drink so much that at another time ik 
would have staggered my own reason, but at present it 
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did not affect me. At lengUi, perceiving- him very far | 
gone, I watched aa opportunity, and ran out of the cabin, 
resolving to seek protection of the sea if I could find no ; 
other ; but Heaven was now graciously pleased to relieve 
me ; for in his attempt to pursue me he reeled backwards, 
and, falling down the cabin staii-s, ho dislocated his 
shoulder and so bruised liimself that I was not only pre- 
served that night from any danger of my intended rav- ' 
isher,but the accident threw him into a fever which ' 
endangered his life, and whether he ever recovered or no 
I am not certain ; for during his delirious fits the eldest 
lieutenant commanded the ship. This was a virtuous and ' 
brave fellow, who had been twenty-flvo years in that post 
without being able to obtain a ship, and had seen several 
boys, the bastards of noblemen, put over his bead. One 
day while the ship remained under his command an Eng- 
lish vessel bound to Cork passed by ; myself and my 
friend, who had formerly lain two days in irons on my 
lount, went on board this ship with the leave of the 
lieutenant, who made us such presents as he was 
ableof provisions, and, congratulating me on my delivery 
from a danger to which none of the ship's crew had been 
strangers, he kindly wished us both a safe voyage. 



^ CHAPTER VIII. 

In tvhieh 3tr». Bearl/ree conttnuet the relation of hrr adventurer 

"The first evening after we were aboard this vessel, 
which was a brigantine, we being then at no very great 
distance from the Madeiras, the most violent storm arose 
from the northwest, in which we presently lost both our 
masts, and indeed death noiv presented itself as inevitable 
tons: I need not tell my Tommy what wero then my 
thoughts. Our danger was BO great that the captain of 

0sh)p, aprofessed atheist, betook himself to prayers, and 
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the whole crew, abandoning themselves for lost, fell with 
the utmost eagerness to the emptying a cask of brandy. 
Dot one drop of which they swore should be polluted with 
salt water. I observed here my old friend displayed less 
couragi! than I expected from him. He seemed entirely 
swallowed up in despair. Bttt Heaven be praised I we 
were at last all preserved. The storm, after above eleven 
hours' continuance, be^n to abate, and by degrees en- 
tirely ceased, but left us stilt rolling at the mercj of the 
waves, which carried us at their own pleasure to the 
southeast a vast number of leagues. Our crew were all 
dead drunk with the brandy which they had taken soch 
care to preserve from the sea ; but, indeed, had they been 
awake, their labor would have been of very little service, 
as we had lostall our rigging, our brigantine being reduced 
to a naked hulk only. lu this condition we floated about 
thirty hours, till in the midst of a very dark night we 
spied a light, which, seeming to approach us, grew so 
large that our sailors concluded it to be the lantern of a 
man-of-war, but when we were cheering ourselves with 
the hopes of our deliverance from this wretched situation, 
on a sudden, to our great concern, the light entirely dis- 
appeared, and left U3 m a despair increased by the remem- 
brance of those pleasing Imaginations with which we bad 
entertained our minds during its appearance. The rest 
of the mght we passed in melancholy conjectures on the 
light which had deserted us, which the major part of the 
sailors concluded to be a meteor. In this distress we had 
one comfort, which was a plentiful store of provision ; tliis 
so supported the spints ot the sailors, that they declared 
had they but a sufflcientquantityof brandy they cared not 
whether they saw land for a month to come ; bat indeed 
we were much ntorerlt than we imagined, as we perceived 
at break of day. One of the most knowing of the crew 
declared we were near the continent of Africa ; but when 
we were withm three leagues of it a second violent storm 
arose from the north, so that we agam gave over all 
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hopes of safety. This stoiin was not quite so outrageous 
as the former, but of much longer continuance, for it 
lasted near three days, and drove us an immense number 
of leagues to the south. We were withm a league of the 
shore, expecting every moment our ship to be dashed to 
pieces, when the tempest ceased all on a sudden ; but the 
waves still continued to roll like mountains, and before 
the sea recovered its calm motion our ship was thrown 
so near the land that the captain ordered out his boat, 
declaring he had scarce any hopes of saving her ; and 
indeed we had not quitted her many minutes before we 
saw the justice of his apprehensions, for she struck against 
a rock and immediately sunk. The behavior of the sailors 
on this occasion very much affected me ; they beheld their 
ship perish with the tenderness of a lover or a parent; 
they spoke of her as the fondest husband would of his 
wife ; and many of them, who seemed to have no tearsin 
their composition, shed them plentifully at her sinkmg. 
The captain himself cried out, ' Go thy way, charming 
Molly, the sea never devoured a lovelier morsel. If 1 
have flftj- vessels, 1 shall never love another like thee. 
Poor slut I I shall remember thee to my dying day.' 
Well, the boat now conveyed us all sate to shore, where 
we landed with very little difficulty. It was now about 
noon, and the rays of the sun, which descended almost 
perpendicirfar on our heads, were extremely hot and 
troublesome. However, we traveled through this ex- 
treme heat about five miles over a plain. This brought 
us to a vast wood, which extended itself as far as we could 
see both to the right and left, and seemed to me to put an 
entire end to our progress. Here we decreed to rest and 
dine on the provision which we had brought from the 
ship, of which we had sulHcient for very tew meals; our 
boat being so overloaded with people that we had very 
little room for luggage of any kind. Our repast wassalt 
urk broiled, which the keenness of hunger made so de- 
B to my companions that they fed very heartily upon 
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it. As for myself, the fatigue of^niy body and the vexa- 
tion of my mind had so Ihorongbly weake'ned me, Uiat I 
was almost entirely deprived of appetite ; and the utmost 
dexterity of the most accomplished French cook would 
have been ineffectual had he endeavored to t«mpt oie 
with delicacies. I thought myself very little a gainer by 
my late escape from the tempest, by which I seemed only 
to have exchanged the element in which I was presently 
to die. When our company had sufficiently, and indeed 
very plentifully, feasted themselves, they resolved to 
enter tiie wood and endeavor to pass it, in expectation of 
finding some inhabitants, at least some provision. We 
proceeded therefore in the following order : one man ui 
the front with a hatchet, to clear our way, and two otbers 
followed him with guns, to protect the rest from wild 
beasts ; then walked the rest of our company, and last of 
all the captain himself, being armed likewise with a gun, 
to defend us from any attack behind — in the rear, I think 
you call it. And thus our whole company, being four- 
teen in number, traveled on till night overtook us, without 
seeing anything unless a few birds and some very in- 
significant animals. We rested all night under the covert 
of some trees, and indeed we very little wanted shelter at 
that seasoD, the heat in the day being the only inclemency 
we had to combat with in this climate. I cannot help 
telling you my old friend lay still nearest to me on the 
ground, and declared he would be my protector should 
any of the sailors offer rudeness ; but I can acquit tiiem 
of any such attempt ; nor was I ever affronted by any 
one, more than with a coarse expression, proceeding rather 
from the roughness and ignoi'ance of their education 
than from any abandoned prmciple, or want of humanity. 
" We had now proceeded very little way on our next 
day's march when one of the bailors, having skipped ulm- 
bly up a hill, with the assistance of a speaking U'umpet 
informed us that he saw a town a vei-j- little way off. 
This news so comforted me, and gave me such strength. 
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as well as spirits, that, with the help of my old friond and 
another, who Buffered me to lean on them, I, with much 
difBculty, attained the summit; hut was so absolutely 
overcome in climbing it, that I had no longer sufficient 
strength to support my tottering limbs, and was obliged 
to lay myself again on the ground ; nor could they pre- 
vail on me to undertake descending through a very thick 
wood into a plain, at the end of which indeed appeared 
some bouses, or rather huls, but at a much greater dis- 
tance than the sailor had assured us ; the little way, as he 
ha4 called it, seeming to me full twenty miles, nor wasitj 
~ believe, much less." 



CHAPTEK IX. 



Containing incidentt verg ivrpriMng. 

"The captain declared he would, without delay, pro- 
ceed to the town before him ; in which resolution he was 
seconded by all the crew ; hut when I could not be per- 
suaded, nor was I able to travel any farther before I had 
rested myself, my old friend protested he would not leave 
me, but would stay behind as ray guard ; and , when I had 
refreshed myself with a little repose, he would attend me , 
to the town, which the captain promised be would not 
leave before he had seen us. 

" They were no sooner departed than (having first 
thanked my protector for his care of me) I resigned my- 
self to sleep, whicli immediately closed my eyelids, and 
would probably have detained me very long in his gentle 
dominion, had I not been awaked with a squeeze by the 
hand of my guard, which I at first thought intended to 
alarm me with the danger of some wild beast ; but I soon | 
perceived it arose from a softer motive, and that a gentle 
iwain was the only wdd beast I had to apprehend. He ' 
;aD now to disclose his passion in the strongest man- 
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ner imaginable, indeed, with a warmUi rather beyond that 
of both my former lovers, bat as ret without any attempt 
of absolute force. On my side, remonstrances were made 
in more bitter exclamations and revilings than I had used 
to any, t^at villain Wild excepted. I told him he n'as the 
basest and most treacherous wretch alive ; and his having 
cloaked his inJtjuitous designs under the appearance of vir- 
tue and friendship, added an ioeffable degree of horror to 
them ; that 1 detested him of all mankind the most ; and 
could I be brought to yield to prostitution, he should be 
the last to enjoy the ruins of my honor. He suffered him- 
self not to be provoked by this language, but only changed 
his method of soUcitation from flattery to bribery. He 
unripped the lining of his waistcoat, and pulled forth sev- 
eral jewels ; these, he said, he had preserved from icOnite 
danger to the happiest purpose, if I could be won by them. 
I rejected them often with the utmost indignation, till at 
last, casting my eye, rather by accident than design, on 
a diamond necklace, a thought tike lightning shotthrough 
my mind, and, in an instant, I remembered that this was 
the very necklace you had sold the cursed count, the cause 
of all our misfortunes. The confusion of ideas into which 
his surprise hurried me prevented me reflecting on the 
villain who then stood before me ; but the first recollec- 
tion presently told me it could be no other than the count 
himself, the wicked tool of Wild's barbarity. Good Heav- 
ens I what was then my condition I How shall I describe 
the tumult of passions which then labored in my breastf 
However, as I was happily unknown to him, the least 
suspicion on his side was altogether impossible. He im- 
puted, therefore, the eagerness with which I gazed on the 
jewels to a very wrong cause, and endeavored to put as 
much additional softness into his countenance as he was 
able. My fears were a little quieted, and I was resolved 
to be very liberal of promises, and hoped so tboroi^hly 
to persuade him of my venality that he might, wit hout 
any doubtj be drawn in to wait the captain and c 
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turri) who would, I was very certainj not only preserve 
me froin his violence, but secure the restoration of what 
you had been so cruelly robbed of. But, alas ! I was mis- 
taken." Mrs. Heartfreo, again perceiving symptoms of 
the utmost disquietuae in her husband's countenance, 
cried out, "My dear, don't you apprehend any harm — 
but, to deliver you as soon as possible from your anxiety 
— when he perceived I declined the warmth of his ad- 
dresses he begged me to consider ; he chauged at once 
his voice and features, and, in a very different tone from 
what he had hitherto affected, he swore I shoiild not de- 
ceive him as I had the captain ; that fortune had kindly 
thrown an opportunity in his way which he was resolved 
not foolishly to lose ; and concluded with a violent oath 
that he was determined to enjoy me that moment, and 
therefore I knew the consequence of resistance. He then 
caught me in his arms, and began such rude attempts, 
that I screamed out with all the force I could, though I 
had so little hope of being rescued, when there suddenly 
rushed forth from a thicket a creature, which, at his first 
appearance, and in the hurry of spirits I then was, I did 
jiot tike tor a man ; but, indeed, had he been tlie fiercest 
of wild beasts, I should have rejoiced at his devouring* us 
both. 1 scarce perceived he had a musket in his hand be- 
fore he struck my ravisher such a blow with it that ho 
felled him at my feet. He then advanced with a gentle 
air towards me, and told me in French he was extremely 
glad he had been luckily present to my assistance. He 
was naked, except his middle and his feet, if I can call a 
body so which was covered with hair almost equal to any 
beast whatever. Indeed, his appearance was so horrid in 
my eyes, that the friendship he had shown me, as well as 
fais courteous behavior, could not entirely remove the 
dread I had conceived from his figure, I believe ho 
this very visibly ; for he begged me not to be frightened, 
since, whatever accident had brought me thither, I 
have reason to thank Heaven for meeting him, at 
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hands I miglit assure myself of tbe utmost ciTilitj- and 
protection. In the midst of all this consternation, I had 
spirits enough to take up the casket of jewels which the 
viUaJQ, iu falling, bad dropped out of his bands, and con- 
veyed it into my pocket. Mj- deliverer, telling me that I 
seemed extremely weak and faint, desired me to refresh 
myself at his littje hut, which, he said, was hard by. If 
Ills demeanor had been less kind and obliging, my desper- 
ate situation must bare lent me confidence ; for sure tbe 
alternative cx}uld not be doubtful, whether I should rather 
trust this naan, who, notwithstanding his savage outride, 
expressed so much devotion to serve me, which at least I 
vas not certain of the falsehood of, or should abide with 
one whom I so perfectly well knew to be an accomplished 
villain. I therefore committed myself to his guidance, 
though with tears in my eyes, and begged him to have 
compassion on my innocence, which was absolutely in his 
power. He said, the treatment be had been witness of, 
which he supposed was from one who had broken his 
trust towards me, suillciently justified my suspicion ; but 
begged me to dry my eyes, and be would soon con\inca 
me that I was with a man of difiereut sentiments. Tbe 
kind accents which accompanied these words gave me 
some comfort, which was assisted by tbe re-possession of 
our jewels by an accident strongly savoring of the dispo- 
sition of Providence in my favor. 

" We left the villain weltering in his blood, thoqgfa 
beginning to recover a little motion, and walked together 
to his but, or rather cave, for it was under ground, on 
the side of a hill ; tbe situation was very pleasant, and 
from its mouth we overlooked a large plain and the town 
I had before seen. As soon as I entered it, he desired me 
to sit don-n on a bench of earth, which served him Cor 
chairs, and then laid before me some fruits, the wild 
product of that country', one or tn'o of which had an ax- 
cetlent flavor. He likewise produced some baked flesh, a 
little resembling that of venison. Ho then brought fortli 
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Rt brandy, which he said had remained with him 
_ _ . e his setthag there, now above thirty years, 
during alt which time he had never opened it, his only 
liquor bein^ water ; that he had reserved this bottle as a 
cordial in sickness; but, be thanked Heaven, be had 
never yet had occasion for it. He then acquainted me 
that he was a hermit, that he had been formerly cast 
away on that coast, with his wife, whom bo dearly loved, 
but could not preserve from perishing ; on which account 
he had resolved never to return to France, which was his 
native country, but to devote himself to prayer and a 
hoty life, placing all his hopes in the blessed expectation 
of meeting that dear woman again in Heaven, where, he 
was convinced, she was now a saint and an interceder for 
him. He said he had exchanged a watch with the king 
of that country, whom he described to be a veiy just and 
good man, for a gun, some powder, shot, and ball, with 
which he sometimes provided himself food, bub more 
generally used it in defending himself against wild beasts ; 
so that his diet was chiefly of the vegetable kind. He 
told me many more circumstances, which I may relate to 
you hereafter : but, to be as concise as possible at present, 
he at length greatly comforted me by promising to con- 
duct me to a seaport, where I might have an oppor- 
tunity to meet with some vessels trafBcking for slaves ; 
and whence I might once more commit myself to that 
element which, though I had already suffered so much 
on it, I must again trust' to put me in possession of all I 
loveo. 

" The character he gave me of the inhabitants of 
the town we saw below us, and of their king, made 
me desirous of being conducted thither; especially as 
I very much wished to see tlie captain and sailors, who 
had behaved very kindly to me, and withivhom, notwith- 
standing all tho civil behavior of the hermit, I was rather 
easier in my mind than alone with this single man; but 
tie dissuaded mo greatly from attempting such a walk 
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till I had recruited my spirits with rest, desiring; me to 
repose myself on bis couch or bank, saying Uiat he him- 
self would retire without the cave, where be would re- 
main as my guard. I accepted this kind proposal, but it 
was long before I could procure any slumlier ; however, 
at length, weariness prevailed over my fears, and I en- 
joyed several hours' sleep. When I awaked I found my 
faithful sentinel on his post and ready at my summons. 
This behavior infused some confidence into me, and I now 
repeated my request that he would go with me to the 
town below ; but he answered, it would be better advised 
to take some repast before I undertook the journey, 
which I should find much longer than it appeared. I 
consented, and he set forth a greater variety of fruits 
Uum before, of which I ate very plentifully. My coUatioD 
being ended, 1 renewed the mention of my walk, but he 
still persisted in dissuading me, telling me that I was not 
yet strong enough ; that I could repose myself nowhere 
with greater safety than in his cave; and that, for his 
part, he could have no greater happiness than that of at- 
tending me, adding, with a sigh, it was a happiness be 
should envy any other more than all the gifts of fortune. 
You may imagine I began now to entertain suspicions j 
but he presently removed all doubt by throwing himself 
at my feet and expressing the warmest passion for ma 
I should have now sunk with despair had he not accom- 
panied these professions with the most vehement protesU 
ations that he would never offer me any other forco but 
that of entreaty, and that he would rather die the most 
cruel death by my coldness than gain the highest bliss hy 
becoming the occasion of a tear of sorrow to these brl^fc 
eyes, which he said were stars, under whose benign hn 
fluence alone he could enjoy, or indeed suffer lite," Sba 
was repeating many more compliments he made her, 
when a horrid uproar, which alarmed the whole gate, pat 
a stop to her narration at present. It is impossible for 
me to give the reader a better idea of the noise which 
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now arose than by desiring him to imagine I had the 
hundred tongues the poet once wished for, and was 
vociferating from them all at once, by holloing, scolding, 
crying, swearing, bellowing, and, in short, by every dif- 
ferent articulation which is within the scope of the human 
rgfta. 



CHAPTER X. 

A horrible uproar in the Gale. 



But however great an idea the reader may hence con- 
ceive of this uproar, he will think the occasion more than 
adequate to it when he is informed that our hero (I blush 
to name it) had discovered an injury done to his honor, 
and that in the tendereat point. In a word, reader (tor 
thou must know it, though it give thee the greatest 
horror imaginable), he had caught Fireblood in the arms 
of his lovely Lcetitia. 

iAs the generous bull who, having long depastured 
among a number of cows, and thence contracted an 
opinion that these cows are all his own property, if ho 
beholds another bull bestride a cow within his walks, he 
roars aloud, and threatens instant vengeance with his 
horns, till the whole parish are alarmed with his bellow- 
teg ; not with less noise nor less dreadful menaces did the 
fuiy of Wild burst forth and terrify the whole gate. 
Long time did rage render his voice inarticulate to the 
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; as when, at a visiting day, fifteen or sixteen or 
perhaps twice as many females, of delicate but shrill 
pipes, ejaculate all at once on different subjects, all is 
Bound only, the harmony entirely melodious indeed, but 
conveys do idea to our ears ; but at length, when reason 
began to get the better of his passion, which latter, being 
deserted by his breath, began a Uttle to retreat, the fol- 
lowing accents leapt over the hedge of his teeth, or rather 
tbe ditch ol his fums, whence those hedgestakes bad long' 



rather ^^J 
dlong^^H 




JONATHAN WILD. 



sinoe by a patten been displaced in baUle with &n amozon 
of Drary. 

• — " Man of honor ! doth this become a friend • Coold 
I have expected such a breach of all the laws of honor 
from thee, whom 1 had taught to walk in its paths? 
Hadst thou chosen any otherway to injure my conhdeoce 
1 could have forgiven it ; but this is a stab in the tcnder- 
est part, a wound never to be healed, an injury never to 
be repaired ; for it is not only the loss of an agreeable 
companion, of the affection of a wife dearer to my soul 
than life itself, it is not this toss alone I lament; this loss 
is accompanied with disgrace and with dishonor. Hie 
blood of the Wilds, which hath run with such uninter- 
rupted purity through so many generations, this blood is 
fouled, is contaminated: hence flow my tears, hence arises 
my grief. This is the injury never to be redressed, nor 

ever to be with honor forgiven." — " M in a bandbox! " 

answered Fireblood ; " here is a noise about your honor! 
If the mischief done to your blood be all you complain of, 
1 am sure you complain of nothing ; for my blood is as 
good as yours." — "You have no conception," replied 
Wild, "of the tenderness of honor; you know not how 
nice and delicate it is in both sexes ; so delicate that the 
least breath of air which rudely blows on itdestroya it." — 
" I will prove from your own words," Bays Fireblood, " I 
have not wronged your honor. Have you not often told 
me that the honor of a man consisted in receiving no 
affront from his own sex, and that of woman in receiving 
no kindness from ours ? Now air, if I have given you no 
affront, how have I injured your honor?" — "But doth 
not everj-thing," cried Wild, " of the wife belong to the 
husband? A married man, therefore, hath bis wife's 
honor as well as his own, and by injuring hers you Injare 
his. How cruelly you have hurt me in this tender part I 
need not repeat ; the whole gate knows it, and the world 
shaU. I will apply to Doctors' Commons for my t 

• n* baglnDlac of lU* iV«Mh U lot. 
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against her ; I will shake off as mucti of my dishonor as I 
can by parting with her ; and as for you, expect to hear 
of me in Westminster- hall ; the modem method of repair- 
ing: these breaches and resenting this affront," — "D — n 
your eyes?" cries Fireblood; " I fear you not, nor|do 1 be- 
lieve a word you say." — " Nay, if you affront me person- 
ally, "saya Wild "another sort of resentmentis prescribed." 
At which word, advancing to Fireblood, he presented 
him with a box on the ear, which the youth immediately 
returned; and now our hero and his friend fell to boxing, 
though with some difficulty, both being encumbered with 
the chains which they wore between their legs: a few J 
blows passed on both sides before the gentlemen who I 
stood by stepped in and parted the combatante ; and now, 1 
both parties having whispered each other, that, if they 
outlived the ensuing sessions and escaped tlie tree, one 
should give and the other should receive satisfaction in 
single combat, they separated and the gate soon recov- 
ered its former tranquility. 

Mrs, Heartfree was then desired by the justice and her 1 
husband both, to conclude her story, wliich she did in | 
the words of the next chapter. 



^^i 



CHAPTER XI. 

The eondiuion of Mr*. Heartfree'a advtnturta, 

Ir I mistake not, I was interrupted just as I was b6>l 
loing to repeat some of the compliments made me by 
the hermit," — " Just as you had finished them, I believe, 
madam," said the justice, — "Very well, sir," said she; 
"I am sure I have no pleasure in the repetition. He 
concluded then with telling me, though I was in hui eyes 
the most charming woman in the world, and might t«mpt 
a saint to abandon the ways of holiness, yet my beauty 
insiHred him with a much tenderer affection towards 
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than to purchase any satisfaction of bis own desires with 
my misery; if therefoi-e I could be so cruel to him to re- 
ject his bonest and sincere address, nor could submit to a 
solitary life with one who would endeavor by all possi- 
ble means to make me happy, I had no force to dread ; 
for that I was as much at my liberty as it I was to 
France, or England, or an^' other free country. I repulsed 
him with the same civility with whicti he advanced ; and 
told him that, as he professed great regard to religion, I 
was convinced he would cease from all farther solicita- 
tion when I informed him that, if I had no other objec- 
tion, my own innocence would not admit of my heanog 
him on this subject, for that I was married. He started 
a little at that word, and was for some time silent; but, 
at length recovering himself, he began to urge the uncei^ 
tainty of my husband's being alive, and the probability 
of the contraiy. He then spoke of marriage as of a civil 
policy only, on which head he urged many ar;gumenta 
not worth repeating, and was growing so veiy eager and 
importunate that 1 know not whither bis passion migtit 
have hurried him had not three of the sailors, well armed, 
appeared at that instant in sight of the cave. I do 
sooner saw them than, exulting with the utmost inward 
joy, I told him my companions were come for me, and 
that I must now take my leave of bim ; assuring him that 
I would always remember, with the most grateful ac- 
knowledgment, the favors I had received at his bands. 
He fetched a very heavy sigh, and, squeezing me tenderly 
by the hand, he saluted my lips with a little more eager- 
ness than the European salutations admit of, and told me 
he should likewise remember my arrival at his cave to 
the last day of his life, adding, O that be could there 
spend the whole in the company of one whose bright eyes 
had kindled — but I know you will think, sir, that we tro- 
meu love to repeat the compliments made us, I will there- 
fore omit them. In a word, the sailors being now ar> 
rived, I quitted him witJi some compassion for the reluct- 
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^mmce witli wbich he parted from roo, and weat forward 
with my companions. 

" We bad proceeded but a ver; few pac» before one ol 
the sailors said to his comrades, ' D — n me. Jack, who 
kuows whether yon fellow hath sot some grood flip la his 
cave ?" I innocently answered, the poor wretch had 
only one bottle of brandy. 'Bath he so?' criesthesallor; 
' 'Fore Qeorge, we vnll taste it ;' aad bo HayioK Uiey im- 
mediately returned back, and myself with tbeiu. We 
found the poor man prostrate on the ground, expremlDi; 
all the symptoms of misery and lamentation. I told blm 
in French (for tbe sailors could not speak that langoa^fe) 
what they wanted. He pointed to the place where tha 
bottle was deposited, saying they were welcome to that 
and whatever else be bad, and added he cared out If th^y 
took his life also. The sailors itearcbed the whole cave, 
where finding nothing more which they deemed worth 
their taking, they walked off with the bottle, and, Im- 
mediately empt>-ing it wntbout offering me a drop, they 
proceeded with me towards the town. 

" In our way I obser\'ed one whisper another, while he 
kept his eye steadfastly fixed on me. This {Tivemettome 
uneasiness ; but the other answered, ' No, d— n me, the 
captain wtU never forgive us: besides, we have enough of 
it among the black women, and, in my mind, one color U 
as good as another. This was enough to give me violent 
apprehensions ; but I beard no more of that kind till we 
came to the town, where, in about tiz hours, I arrived in 
safety. 

"As soon as I came to the captain he inquired what 
was become of my friend, meaning the villainous count. 
When he was informed by me of what had happened, he 
wished me heartily joy of my delivery, and, expressing 
the utmost abhorrence of such baseness, swore if ever 
he met him he would cut hia throat ; but, indeed, we both 
concluded that he had died of the blow which the hermili 
had given him. 
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"I was now introduced to the chief magistrate of this 
country, who was desirous of seeing me. I wdl give you 
a short description of him. He was chosen (as is tbe cus- 
tom there) for bis superior bravery and wisdom. His 
power is entirely absolute during his coutiauance; but, 
on tbe flrst deviation from equity and justice, he is liable 
to be deposed and punished by the iieople, tbe elders of 
whom, once a year, assemble to examine into his conduct. 
Besides the danger which these examinations, which are 
very strict, expose him to, his office is of such care aod 
tronble that nothing but that restless love of power so 
predominant in tbe mind of man could make it t^e object 
of desire, for he is indeed the only slave of all the natives 
of this country. He is obliged, in time of peace, to hear 
tbe complaint of every person in his dominions, and to 
render him justice; for which purpose everyone may de- 
mand an audience of him, unless during the hour which 
he is allowed for dinner, when he sits alone at the table, 
and is attended in the most pubUc manner with more 
than European ceremony. This is done to create an awe 
and respect towards him in the ej-e of the vulgar; but 
lest it should elevate him too much in his own opinion, in 
order to his humiliation he receives every evening in pri- 
vate, from a kind of beadle, a gentle kick on his posteriors ; 
be^des which be wears a ring in bis nose somewhat re- 
sembling that we ring our pigs with, and a chain round 
his neck not unlike that worn by our aldermen ; both 
which I suppose to be emblematical, but heard not|the 
reasons of either assigned. There are many more par. 
ticularities among these people which, when I have on 
opportunity, I may relate to you. The second day aftar 
my return from court one of his ofBcers, whom they call 
ScHACB PiMPACH, waited upon me, and, by a French In- 
terpreter who lives here, informed me that the chief m^g' 
istrate liked my person, and offered me an immense 
present if I would suffer him to enjoy it (this is, it seems, 
their common form of making love). I rejected the pres- 
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ent, and never heard any further solicitation ; fofj as it is 
no shame for women hero to consent at the first proposal, 
so they never receive a second. 

" I had resided in this town a week when the captain 
informed me that a number of slaves, who had been taken 
captiveB in war, were to be guarded to the seaside, where 
they were to be sold to the merchants who traded in them 
to America ; that if I would embrace this opportunity 1 
might assure myself of finding a passage to America, 
and thence to England ; acquainting me at tlie same time 
that he himself intended to go with them. I readily agreed 
to accompany him. The chief, being advised of our 
designs, sent for us both to court, and, without mention- 
ing one word of love to me, havhtg presented me with a 
very rich jewel, of less value, he said, than my chastity, 
took a very civil leave, recommending me to the care of 
Heaven, and ordering us a large supply of provisions for 
our journey. 

" We were provided with mules for ourselves and what 
we carried with us, and in ninedaya reached the seashore, 
where we found an English vessel ready to receive both 
us and the slaves. We went aboard it, and sailed the 
next day with a fair wind for New England, where I 
hoped to get an immediate passage to the Old : but Prov- 
idence was kinder than my expectation ; for the third day 
after we were at sea we met an English man-of-war 
homeward bound ; the captain of it was a very good- 
natured man, and agreed to take mo on board. I accord- 
ingly took my leave of my old friend, the master of the 
shipwrecked vessel, who went on to New England, whence 
be intended to pass to Jamaica, where his owners lived. 
I was now treated with great civility, had a little cabin 
assigned me, and dined every day at the captain's table, 
who waa indeed a very gallant man, and, at first, made 
me a tender of his affections ; but, when he found me 
resolutely bent to preserve myself pure and entire for 
best of husbands, he grew cooler in his addresses, 
W-.3 
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sooD behaved in a manner very pleasinf; to me, regarding 
my sex only so far as to pay me a deference, which is 
very agreeable to us all. 

*' To conclude my storyj: I met with no adventure in 
this passage at all worth relating till my landing at 
Gravesend, whence the captain brought me in his own 
boat to the tower. In a short hour after my arrival we 
had that meeting which, however dreadful at first, will, 
I now hope, by the good offices of the best of men. 
Heaven forever bless, end in our perfect happiness, 
be a strong instance of what I am persuaded is the 
truth, THAT PBOVIDENCE WILL SOONER OE LATKE PttOCDKS' 
THE FELICITY OF THE VIRTDODB AND INNOCENT. 

Mrs. Heartfree thus ended her speech, having before 
delivered to her husband the jewels which the count had 
robbed him of, and that presented her by the African 
chief, which last was of immense value. The good 
magistrate was sensibly touched at her narrative, as well 
on the consideration of the sufferings she had herself 
undergone as for those of her husband, which he had him- 
self been innocently the instrument of bringing upon him. 
That worthy man, however, much rejoiced in whathehad 
already done for his preservation, and promised to labor 
with his utmost interest and industry to procure the abso- 
lute pardon, rather of his sentence than of his guilt, 
which he now plainly discovered was a barbarous and 
false imputatioD. ^ 



CHAPTER Xn. 
3^ hUtOTTi retuma to the eonletnpiafion of OKXATKsaB. 
But we have already, perhaps, detained our reader too 
long iu this relation from the consideration of our beru, 
who daily gave the most exalted proofs of greatness in 
cajoling the pn'p«,and in exactions on the debtors ; which 
latter now grew so great, i.e., corrupted in their morals. 
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that they spoke with the utmost contempt of vhat the 
vulgar caU honesty. The greatest characteramong them 
was that of a pickpocket, or, in truer language, a file; 
and the only censure was want of dexteiity. As to vir- 
tue, goodness, and such like, they were the objects of 
mirth and derision, and all Newgate was a complete col- 
lection of prigs, cvei-y man being desirous to pick his 
neighbor's pocket, and every one was as sensible that his 
neighbor was as ready to pick his ; so that (which is 
almost incredible) as great roguery daily was committed 
within the walls of Newgate as without. 

The glory resulting from these actions of Wild prob- 
ably animated the envy of his enemies against him. The 
day of his trial now approached ; for which, as Socrates 
did, he prepared himself ; but not weakly and foolishly, 
like that philosopher, with patience and resignation, but 
with a good number of false witnesses. However, as 
success is not always proportioned to the wisdom of him 
who endeavors to attain it, so are we more sorry than 
ashamed to relate that our hero was, notwithstanding his 
utmost caution and prudence, convicted, and sentenced to 
a death which, when we consider not only the great men 
who have suffered it, but the much larger number of 
thoso whose highest honor it hath been to merit it, we 
cannot call otherwise than honorable. Indeed those 
who have unluckily missed it seem all their days to have 
labored in vain to attain an end which Fortune, for rea- 
sons only known to herself, hath thought proper to deny 
them. Withoat any farther preface then, our hero was 
sentenced to be hanged by the neck: but, whatever was 
to be now his fate, he might console himself that he had 
perpetrated what 

Neo Judiois ira, nee ignis, 

Neo poterit ferrum, nee edax abolere vetustaa. 
For my own part, I confess, I look on this death of hang- 
ing to bo as proper for a hero as any other; and 
solemnly declare that had Alexander the Great been 
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hanged it would cot in tbe least have dimintshed my re- 
spect to his memory-. Provided a hero in his life doth 
but execute a suillcieat quantity of mischief ; provided he 
be but well aud heartily cursed by the widow, the orphan, 
the poor, and the oppressed (tbe sole rewards, as many 
authors have bitterly lamented both in prose and verse, 
of greatness, i.e. priggism), I think it avails litUe of 
what nature his death be, whether it be by the axe, tbe 
halter, or the sword. Such names will be always sore of 
liring to posterity, and of enjoj-ing that fame which they 
so gloriously and eagerly coveted; for according to » 
OBBAT dramatic poet, ^H 

Fame ^H 

Not more earvives from good than evil deeds. ^^M 

Th' aspiring youth that fired Epheeian dome ^^ 

Outlives in fame tbe pious fool who r&is'd it. 
Our hero now suspected that the malice of his enemies 
would overpower him. He therefore betook himself to 
that true support of greatness in afflictioD, a bottle; by 
means of which he was enabled to curse, swear and bully 
and brave his fate. Other comfort indeed he had not 
much, for not a single friend ever came near him. His 
wife, whose trial was deferred to the next sessions, %isit«d 
him but once, when she plagued, tormented, and up- 
braided him so cruelly, that he forbade the keeper ever 
to admit her again. The ordinary of Newgate had fre- 
quent conferences with him, and greatly would it ean- 
bellish our history could we record all which that good 
man delivered on these occasions; hnt unhappily vo 
could procure only the substance of a single conferenoei, 
which was taken down in shorthand by one who over- 
heard it. We shall transcribe it, therefore, exactly in 
the same form and words we received it ; nor can we 
help regarding it as one of the most curions pieces whic^ 
either ancient or modem history hath recorded. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 







^^Ba dialogus iKtween the ordinary of Newgate and Mr. Jonatkt 
^^1 Wild the Oreat ; in whieJi the mbjeets of death, immortalitfSM 
m and other grave matter$, are very leanusdiy handled by tAe 

Ordinary. Good morrow to you, sir ; I hope you resfcod, 
well last night. 

Jonathan. D — n'd ill ; sir. I dreamt so conroundi 
of hanging, that it disturbed my sleep. 

Ordinary. Fie upon it I You should be more resigned. 
I wish you would make a little better use of those instruc- 
tions which I have endeavored to inculcate into you, and 
particularly last Sunday, and from these words : Those 
who do evil shall go into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels. I undertook to show you, 
first, what is meant by everlasting fire; and, sec- 
ondly, who were the dhvil and ms adgels. I then 
proceeded to draw some inferences from the whole*; in 
■which I am mightily deceived if I did not convince you 
that you yourself was one of those angels, and, conse- 
quently, must expect EVEKLASTiNQ FIRE to be your por- 
tion in the other world. 

Jonatltan. Faith, doctor, 1 remember very little of 
your inferences ; for I fell asleep soon after your naming 
the t€xt. But did you preach this doctrine then, or do 
you repeat it now in order to comfort me ? 

Ordinary. I do it in order to bring you to a true sense 
of your manifold sins, and by that means, to induce you 
to repentance. Indeed, had I the eloquence of Cicero, or 
ol TuUy, it would not be sufficient to describe the pains 
of hell or the joys of heaven. The utmost that wo are 
taught is, that ear hath not heard, nor can heart con- 
ceive. Who then would, foi" the pitiful consideration of 

,e riches and pleasures of this world, forfeit such inesti- 
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mable bappmesa 1 such joys I such pleasures ! sucb 
deligrhts ? Or who would run the venture of such misery, 
which, but to thiuk on, shocks the human understaoctiDg ? 
Who, in his souses, then, would prefer the latter to the 
former ? 

Jonathan. Ay, who indeed ? 1 assure you, doctor, I 
had much rather be happy than miserable. But f 

Ordinary. Nothing can be plainer. St. • • • 

Jonathan. • • • "If once con- 

vinced • • • • 'no man • 

• Uvesof * * • « * • 

• " whereas sure Uie clergy • * opportunitgr 

• • better informed • • ~ 

• all manner of vice • • • 
Ordinary. ' are " atheist " * deist • ari • • cii 

• hanged • ' burnt • • oiled • oasted.* " • dev 

• ell fire ' • temal da * • tion. 

Jonathan. You " • " to frighten me out of my wits. But 
the good " • • is, 1 doubt not, more merciful than his wick- 
ed ' * If I should believe alt you say, I am sure I should 
die in inexpressible horror. 

Ordinary. Despair is sinful. You should place your 
hopes in repentance and grace ; and though it is most true 
that you are in danger of the judgment, yet ttiera is stQl 
room for mercy ; and no man, unless excommunicated, is 
absolutely without hopes of a reprieve. 

Jonathan. I am not without hopes of a reprieve from 
the cheat yet. I have pretty good interest ; but, if I can- 
not obtain it, you shall not frighten me out of my com^ 
age. I will not die like a pimp. D — n me, what is death ? 
lb is nothing but to be with Platos and with Ccsars, as 
the poet says, and all the other great heroes of antiqui^. 
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tor all that ; aod I had rather live to eternity than go 
Into the company of any such heathens, who are, I doubt 
sot, in hetl with the devil and his angels, and, as Uttle 
as you seem to apprehend it, you may find yourself there 
before you expect it. Where, then, will bo your taunt- 
Ings and your vauntings, your boastings and your brag- 
gings ? You will then be ready to give more for a drop 
of water than you ever gave for a bottle of wine. 

Jonathan. Faith, doctor I well minded. What say y< 
to a bottle of wine ? 

Ordinary. I will drink no wine with an atheist, 
should expect the devil to make a third in such company 
for, since he knows you are his, he may be impatient to 
have his due. 

Jonathan, It is your business to drink with the wicked, 
in order to amend them. 

Ordinary. I despair of it ; and so I consign you over to 
the devil, who is ready to receive you. 

Jonathan. You are more unmerciful to me than the 
judge, doctor. He recommended my soul to heaven: 
and it is your office to show me the way thither. 

Ordinary. No; the gates are barred against all revilers 
of the clergy, 

Jonathan. I revile only the wicked ones, if any such 
are, which cannot affect you ; who, if men were preferred 
in the church by merit only, would have long since been 
a bishop. Indeed, it might raise any good man's indig- 
nation to observe one of your vast learning and abilities 
obliged to exert tbem in so low a sphere, when so many 
of your inferiors wallow in wealth and preferment. 

Ordinary. Why, it must be confessed that there are 
bad tnen in all orders ; but you should not censure too 
generally. I must own I might have expected higher 
promotion ; but I have learnt patience and resignation ; 
and I would advise you to thy same temper of mind ; 
which, If you can attain, I know you will find mercy. 
Nay, I do now promise you you will. It is true you area 
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siimer ; but your crimes are not of the blackest dye : 
are no murderer, nor guilty of sacrilege. And, Ifyooa 
guilty of theft, you make some atonement by sufTerlng 
for it, which many others do not. Happy it is indeed for 
those few who are detected in their sins, and broug'ht to 
exemplary punishment for them in this world. So far, 
therefore, from repining at your fate when you come to 
the tree, you should exult and rejoice in it ; and, to say 
the truth, I question whether, to a wise man, the catas- 
trophe of many of those who die by a halter is not 
more to be envied Uian pitied. Nothing is so sinful tus 
sin, and murder is the greatest of all sins. It follows 
that whoever commits murder is happy in suffering for 
it. If, therefore, a man who commits murder is so happy 
in dying for it, how much better must it be for you, who 
have committed a less crime t 

Jonathan. All this is very true; but let us take a bot- 
tle of wine to cheer our spirits. 

Ordinary. Why wme? Let me tell you, Mr. Wild, 
there is nothing so deceitful as the spirits given us by 
wine. If you must drink, let us have a bowl of punch — a 
liquor I the rather prefer, as it is nowhere spoken against 
in scripture, and as it is more wholesome for the gravel, 
a distemper with which I am grievously afflicted. 

Jonatlian {tiavinrj called for a bowl). I ask your pai^ 
don, doctor; I should have remembered that punch was 
yourfavorite liquor. I think you never taste wine while 
there is any punch remaining on the table. 

Ordinary. I confess I look on punch to be the more 
eligible liquor, as well for the reasons I have before men- 
tioned as likewise for one other cause, it is the properest 
for a DRAUGHT. I own I took it a little unkind of you to 
mention nine, thinking you knew my palate. 

Jonathan. You are in the right; and I will take a 
swingeing cup to your being made a bishop. 

Ordinary. And I will wish you a reprieve in as large a 
draught. Come, don't despair ; it is yet time enough to 
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think of dying ; you have good friends, who very probably 
may prevail for j'ou. I have known many a man re- 
prieved who had less reason to expect it. 

Jonathan. But if I should flatter myself wiUi such 
hopes, and be deceived — what then would become of my 
soul? 

Ordinary. Pugh I Never mind your soul— lea^-e that 
to me ; I will render a good account of it, I warrant you. 
I have a sermon in my pocket which may be of some use 
to you to hear. I do not value myself on the talent of 
preaching, since no man ought to value himself for any 
gift in this world. But perhaps there are many such 
sermons. But to proceed, since we have nothing else to 
do till the punch comes. Hy text is the latter part of a 
verse only : — 

3b the Greeks foolishness. 

The occasion of these words was principally thatphllos. 
ophy of the Greeks which at that time had overrun 
great part of the heathen world, had poisoned, and, as it 
were, puCted up their minds with pride, so that they dis- 
regarded all kinds of doctrine in comparison of their own; 
and, however safe and however sound the learning of 
others might be, yet, if it anywise contradicted their own 
laws, customs, and received opinions, away with it — it ia 
not for us. It was to the Greeks fooushness. 

In the former part, therefore, of my discourse on these 
words, I shall principally confine myself to the laying 
open and demonstrating the great emptiness and vanity 
of this philosophy, with which these idle and absurd 
sophistK were so proudly blown up and elevated. 

And here 1 shall do two things : First, I shall expose 
the matter ; and, secondly, the manner of this absurd 
philosophy. 

And first, for the first of these, namely the matter. 
Now here we may retort the unmannerly word which our 
adversaries have audaciously thrown in our faces ; for 
what was all this mighty matter of philosophy, this heap 
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of knowledge, which was to bring such large hanrests of 
honor to those who sowed it, and so greatly and aohly to 
enrich the ground ou which it fell ; what was ic but FOOtf 
ishness? An incousistent heap of nonsense, of absui^ 
ties and contradictions, bringing no ornament to tlie 
mind in its theory', nor exhibiting any usefulness to the 
body in its practice. What were all the sermons and the 
sayings, the fables and the morals of all these wise meDr 
but, to use the word mentioned in my t«xt oitce mote, 
FOOLiseKKSS ? What was their great master Plato, or 
their other great light Aristotle? Both tools, men 
quibblers and sopliists, idly and vainly attached to cer- 
tain ridiculous notions of their own, founded neither oa 
truth nor on reason. Their whole works are a straage 
medley of the greatest falsehoods, scarce covered over 
with the color of truth : their precepts are neither bor- 
rowed from nature nor guided by reason ; mere Gctions, 
serving only to e^-ince the dreadful height of human 
pride; in one word, fooushkess. It may be perhaps ex- 
pected of me that I should give some instances from tbetr 
works to prove this charge ; but, as to transcribe every 
passage to my purpose would be to transcribe their 
whole works, and as in such a plentiful crop it is diffi- 
cult to choose ; instead of trespassing on your patleoce, 
I shall conclude this ftrst head nith asserting what I 
have so fully proved, and what may indeed bo inferred 
from the text, that the philosophy of the Greeks was 

FOOUSHNESS. 

Proceed we now, in the second place, to consider the 
manner in which this inane and simple doctrine was prop- 
agated. And here But here the punch by enter- 
ing waked Mr. Wild, who was fast asleep, and put an 
end to the sermon ; nor could we obtain any farther 
account of the conversation which passed at this inter- 
view. 




p 



JONATHAN WILD. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



WQd proftedt io the kighett conaummofton of hitman qbeatnbsb. 

The day now drew nigh wlien our great man was to 
exemplify the last and noblest act of greatness by 
which any hero can signalize himaeir. This was the day of 
execution, or consummation, orapotheosia{forit is called 
by different names), which was to give our hero an oppor- 
tunity of facing death and danmation, without any fear tu 
his heart, or, at least, without betraying any symptoms 
of it in his countenance. A completion of greatness 
which is heartily to be wished to every great man ; noth- 
ing being more worthy of lamentation than when For- 
tune, like a lazy poet, winds up her catastrophe awk- 
wardly, and bestowing too httle care on her fifth act, dis- 
misses the hero with a sneaking and private exit, who had 
ill the former part of the drama performed such notable 
exploits as must promise to every good judge among the 
spectators a noble, public, and exalted end. 

But she was resolved to commit no such error in this 
instance. Our hero was too much and too deservedly licp 
favorite to be neglected by her in his last moments ; ac- 
cordingly all efforts for a reprieve were vain, and the 
name of Wild stood at the bead of those who were order«d 
for execution. 

From the time ho gave over all hopes of life, his con- 
duct was truly great and admirable. Instead of showing 
any marks of dejection or contrition, he rather infused 
more confidence and assurance into his looks. He spent 
roost of his hours in drinking ^vith bis friends and with 
tlie good man above commemorated. In one of these 
compotations, being asked whether he was afraid to die, 
he answered, "I> — n me, it is only a dance without 
music." Another time, when one expressed some sorrow 
for his misfortune, as he termed it, he said with 
fierceness, — "A man can die but onco." Agiiin, 
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one of bis intimate aixiuaintance hinted his hopes Uiak 
be would die like a man, he cocked bis hat in deSance, and 
cries out greatly — " Zounds I who's afraid ?" 

Happy would it have been for posterity, could we hare 
retrieved any entire conversation which passed at this 
season, especially between our hero and his learned cam- 
forter ; but we have searched many pasteboard records 
in vain. 

On the eve of his apotheosis, Wild's lady desired to 
see him, to which he consented. This meeting was at first 
very tender on both sides ; but it could not continue so, 
for unluckily, some hints of former miscarriag:es inter^ 
veniu^, as paiticularly when she asked him how be could 

have used ber so barbarously once as calling herb , and 

whether such language became a man, much less a gen- 
tleman, Wild flew into a violent passion, and swore she was 

the vilest of b s to upbraid him at such a season witb 

an unguarded word spoken long ago. She replied, witi 
many tears, she was well enough served for ber folly in 
visiting such a brute ; but she had one comfort, however, 
tbat it would be the last time be could ever treat her so; that 
indeed she had some obligation to bim, for thathiscmelty 
to her would reconcile her to the fate he was to-morrow to 
suSer ; and, indeed, nothing but such brutality- could have 
made the consideration of his shameful death (so tbis 
weak woman called banging), which was now inevitable, 
to be borne even without madness. She then proceeded 
to a recapitulation of his faults in an esacter order, and 
with more perfect memory, than one would have imagined 
her capable of ; and it is probable would have rehearsed a 
complete catalogue had not our hero's patience failed 
bim, so that with the utmost fury and violence he caught 
her by the hair and kicked her as heartily as his chains 
would sutfer bim out of the room. 

At length the morning came which Fortune at his birtll 
bad resolutely ordained for the consummation of ouz 
hero's ohkatness : he had himself indeed modestly da- 




JONATHAN WILD. 199 

clined the puTjlic honors she intended him, and had taken 
a quantity of laudanum, in order to retire quiotlyoff the 
stage; but we have already ohseired, in the courae of our 
wonderful history, that to struggle against this lady's 
decrees is vain and impotent ; andfwhother she hath de- 
termined you shall he hanged or be a prime minister, it is 
in either case lost labor to resist?^ Laudanum, therefore, 
being unable to stop the breafEof owr hero, which the 
fruit of hemp seed, and not the spirit of poppy seed, was 
to overcome, he was at the usual hour attended by the 
proper gentleman appointed for tbat purpose, and ac- 
quainted that the cart was ready. On this occasion he 
exerted that greatest ot courage which hath been so much 
celebrated in other heroes ; and, knowing that it was im- 
possible to resist, he gravely declared ho would attend 
them. He then descended to that room where the fetters 
of great men are knocked off in a most solemn and cere- 
monious manner. Then shaking hands with his friends 
(to wit, those who were conducting him to the tree), and 
drinking their healths in a bumper of brandy, he ascended 
the cart, where be was no sooner sealed than be received 
the acclamations of the multitude, who were highly 
ravished with his obkatnkss. 

The cart now moved slowly on, being preceded by a 
troop of horse-guards bearing javelins in their hands, 
through streets lined with crowds all admiring the great 
behavior of our hero, who rode on, sometimes sighing, 
sometimes swearing, sometimes singing or whistling, as 
bis humor varied. 

When he came to the tree of glory he was welcomed 
with an universal shout of the people, who were there 
assembled in prodigious numbers to behold a sight much 
more rare in populous cities than one would reasonably 
imagine it should be, viz. the proper catastrophe of ft 
great man. 

But though envy was. through fear, obliged to join tlm 
general voice in applause od this occasion, there were not 
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wanting some who mali^ed this completion of ^ory, 
which was nou- about to be fultllled to our horo, and 
endeavored to prevent it by knocking him on the head as 
he stood under the tree, while the ordinary was perfonn- 
ing his last ofUce. They therefore began to batter the 
cart with stones, bridibats, dirt, and all maimer of mtft- 
chievous weapons, some of which, erroneously playiogon 
the robes of the ecclesiastic, made htm so expeditious in 
his repetition, that with wonderful alacrity ho bad endea 
almost in an instant, and conveyed himself into a place of 
safety in a hackney-coach, where be waited the conclusioo 
with a temper of mind described in these verses : 

Suave mail luBgno, turbantibus »quora reoti^ 
B t«Fra alt«rius magtium apectare b^iem. 

We must not, however, omit one circumstance, as il 
serves to show the most admirable conservation of 
character in our hero to the last moment, which was, 
that, whilst the ordinary was busy in his ejaculations, 
Wild, in the midst of the shower of stones, &c., wbidi 
played upon him, applied his hands to the parson's 
pocket, and emptied it of his bottle-screw, which be 
carried out of the world in his band. 

The ordinary being now descended from the cart, Wild 
had just opportunity to cast his eyes around the crowd, 
and give them a hearty curse, when immediately the 
horses moved on, and with universal applause our hero 
swung out of this world. 

Thus fell Jonathan Wild the qrbat, by a death as 
glorious as his life had been, and which was so truly 
agreeable to it, that the latter must have been deplorably 
maimed and imperfect without the former ; a death which 
hatli been alone wanting to complete the characters of 
several ancient and modem heroes, whose histories woold 
then have been read with much greater pleasure by the 
wisest in all ages. Indeed we could almost wish that 
whenever Fortune seems wantonly to deviate from her 
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purpose, and leaves her work imperfect in this particular, 
the historian would iiidulg:e himseir in the liceuse of 
poetry and romance, and even do a violence to truth, to 
oblige his reader with a page which must be the most 

delightful in all the history, and which could never fail of ^^1 

producing an instructive moral. ^^H 

Narrow minds may possibly have some reason to be ^^H 

ashamed of going this way out of the world, if their con- ^^^| 

sciences can fly in their faces and assure thpm they have ^ 
not merited such an honor ; but he must be a fool who is 

ashamed of being hanged, who is not weak enough to be J 

Iihamed of having deserved it. ^^^M 

CHAPTER XV. ^1 

nb« eAurocter of otir hero, and the conetusion of thit hittorg. ^^^M 



We will now endeavor to draw the character of this great 
man ; and, by bringing together those seveiTtl features as 
it were of his mind which lie scattered up and down in this 
history, to present our readers with a perfect picture of 
greatness. 

Jonathan Wild had every qualiScation necessary to 
form a great man. IAs his most powerful and prwlomi- 
nant passion was ambition, so nature liad, with consum- 
mate propriety, adapted all his faculties to the attaining 
those glorious ends to which this x>assion directed him. 
He was extremely ingenious in inventing designs, artful 
in contriving the means to accomplish his purposes, and 
resolute in executing then^ for as the most exquisite 
cunning and most undaunted boldness qualified him for 
any undertaking, so was he not restrained by any of those 
weaknesses which disappoint the views of mean and vul- 
gar souls, and which are comprehended in one general 
term of honesty, which is a corruption of UONOSTY, a word 
derived from what the Greeks call an ass. Ho was 
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enUrely free from those low vices of modesty , 
nature, wbicb, as bo said, implied a total no^U 
human greatness, and were the only qualities which a 
lutely rendered a man incapable of making a LonsideraUe 
figure in the world. His lust was inferior only to his 
ambition ; but, as for what simple people call love, be knew 
not what it was. Bis avarice was immense, but It wasof 
the rapacious, not of the tenacious kind ; his rapooous- 
ness was indeed so violent, that nothing ever contented 
him but the whole : for, however considerable the sitaxa 
was which bis coadjutors allowed him of a booty, bo was 
restless in inventing means to make himself mast4;rof the 
smaUest pittance reserved by tbem. He said laws were 
made for the use of prigs only, and to secure their projK 
erty ; they were never therefore mora per\'erted thu 
wben their edge was turned against these ; but that thia 
generally happened through their want of sufficient dex- 
terity. The character which he most x-alued himsrif 
upon, and which ho principally honored in others, wm 
that of hypocrisy. His opinion was, that no one could 
carry priggism very far without it ; for which reason, be 
said, there was little greatness to be expected in a mao 
who acknowledged his vices, but alv.-ays much to be 
hoped from him who professed great virtues : wher^orB, 
though he would always shun the person whom be dis- 
covered guilty of a good action, yet he was never 
deterred by a good character, which was more com- 
monly the effect of profession than of action ; for which 
reason he himself was always very liberal of honest pro- 
fessions, and had as much virtue and goodness In his 
mouth as a saint ; never in the least scrupling to swear 
by his honor, even to those who knew him the best ; nay, 
though he held good-nature and modesty in the highest 
contempt, he constantly practised the aflectatiou of both, 
and recommeuded this to others, whose welfare, on his 
own account, be wished well to. He laid down several 
maxims as the certaiu methods of attaining greaUieBa, to 
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wbich, in hisown pursuit of it, licconstaotly adhered. As, 

1. Never to do more miscbieT to aDOther than was neces- 
sary to the effecting- his purpose ; for that mischief 
was too precious a thing to be throwTi away 

2. To know no distinction of men from affection ; but to 
sacrifice all with equal readiness to his interest. 

3. Never to communicate more of an affair than waa^ 
necessary to the person who was to execute it. 
Not to trust him who hath deceived you, nor who 
knows he hatli been deceived by you. 

To forgive no enemy ; but to be cautious and often 
dilator>- in revenge. 

8. To shun poverty and distress, but to ally himself 
lose as possible to power and riches. 

7. To maintain a constant gravity in Lis countenance and 

j tehavior, and to affect wisdom on alt occasions. 
J 8. To foment eternal jealousies in bis gang, one 
1 a nother. 

9. Never to reward any one equal to his merit ; birtl! 
always to insinuate that the reward was above it. 

10. That all men were knaves or fools, and much the 
greater number a composition of both. 

11. That a good name, like money, must be parted with, 
or at least greatly risked, in order to bring the 
owner any advanta^. 

That virtues, hke precious stones, were easily coun* 
terfeited ; that the counterfeits in both cases adorned 
tlio wearer equally, and that very few had knowledge 
or discernment sufficient to distinguish the counter- 
feit jewel from the real. 

13. That many men were undone by not going deep 
enough in roguery ; as in gaming any man may be a 
loser who doth not play tlie whole game. 

14. That men proclaim their own virtues, as shopkeepers 
expose their goods, in order to profit by them, 

is. That the heart was the proper .-ieat of hatred, and the 
countenance of affection and friendship. 
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He bad maoj more of the same kind, all equally good 
with these, and which were after his decease foand in his 
study, as the twelve excellent and celebrated rules were 
Id that of Xing' Charles the First ; for be never promul- 
gated tliem in his lifetime, not having them constantly in 
his mouth, as some ^rave persons have the roles of vir" 
tue and morality, without paying the least regard to 
them in their actions : whereas our hero, by a constant 
and steady adherence to his rules in conforming every- 
thing he did to them, acquired at len^rtb a settled habit 
of waUcing by them, till at last he was in no danger of 
inadvertently going out of the way ; and by these means 
be arrived at that degree of greatness which few have 
equaled ; none, we may say, have exceeded ; for, though 
it must be allowed that there have been some few heroes 
who have done greater mischiefs to mankind, such as 
those who have betrayed the liberty of their country to 
others, or who have undermined and overpowered it 
themselves; or conquerors who have impoverished, pil- 
laged, sacked, burnt, and destroyed the countries and 
cities of their fellow-creatures, from no other provocatJon 
tiian that of glory, t. e. as the tragic poet calls it, 

& priTitege to kill, 
A Btrong t«mptatioB to do bravely iU ; ^^M 

yet, if we consider it in the light wherein actions ^^M 
placed in this line, ^| 

LMtina est, qtiotiea magno tibi constat boneetom ; 
whenyve see our hero, witJiout the least assistance or pre- 
tence,^tting himself at the head of a gang which he had 
not any shadow of right to govern ; if we view him main- 
taining absolute power and exercising tyranny over a 
lawless crew, contrary to all law but that of his own wiff^ 
if we consider him setting up au open trade publicly, in 
defiance not only of the laws of his country but of the 
common sense of his countrymen ; If we see him first 
OODtriving the robbery of others, and again the detiaod- 
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faig the very robbers of that booty which they had ven- 
tured their necks to acquire, and which, without any 
hazard, they might have retained, here sure he must 
appear admirable, and we may challenge not only the 
truth of history', but almost the latitude of Action, to 
equal his glory. 

Nor had he any of those flaws in his character which, 
though they have been commended by weak writers, 
have (as I hinted in the beginning of this history) by the 
judicious reader been censured and despised. Such was 
the clemency of Alexander and Caesar, which nature had 
BO grossly erred in giving them, as a painter would who 
should dress a peasant in the robes of state, or give tha 
nose or any other feature of a Venus to a satyr. What 
had the destroyers of mankind, that glorious pair, one of 
whom came into the world to usurp the dominion and 
abolish the constitution of his own country; the other to 
conquer, enslave, and rule over the whole world, at least, 
so much as was well known to him, and the shortness of 
his life would give him leave to visit ; what had, I say, 
such as these to do with clemency Y Who cannot see the 
absurdity and contradiction of mixing such an ingredient 
with those noble and great qualities I have before men- 
tioned P Now, m Wild everything was truly gieat, 
almost without alloy, as his imperfections (for surely 
some small ones lie had) were only such as served to do- 
nominate him a human creature, of which kind none ever 
arrived at consummate excellence. But surely his whole 
behavior to his friend Heartfree is a convincing proof 
that the true iron or steel greatness of bis heart was not 
debased by any softer metal. Indeediwhile greatness 
consists in power, pride, insolence, and doing mischief to 
ma nkin dj-to speak out — while a great man and a gi-eat 
n^ue are synonymous terms, so long shall Wild stand 
unrivaled on the pinnacle of greatness. Nor must we 
omit here, as the Qnishing of his character, what indeed 
oti£ht to be remembered on his tomb or his statue, the i 
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confonnity above mentioned of his doaUi to his life ; 
that Jonathan Wild the Great, after all his mighty 
ploits, was, what so few orsat men can accompliah— 
haoged by the neck till he was dead. 

Ha^'itlg' thus brought our hero to his coaclu^on, it may 
be satisfactory to some readers (for many, I doubt not, 
cany their concern no farther than his fate) to know 
what became of Heartfree. We shall acquaint Uunn, 
therefore, that his sufferings were now at an end ; that 
the good magistrate easily prevailed for his pardon, nor 
was contented till he had made him all the reparation he 
could for his troubles, though the share he hrwi m brings 
ing these upon him was not only innocent but from its 
motive laudable. He procured the restoration of the jew- 
els from the man-of-war at her return to Elngland, and, 
above all, omitted no labor to restore Heartfree to his 
reputation, and to persuade his neighbors, acquainhuioes, 
and customers of bis innocence. When the commission 
of bankruptcy was satisfied, Heartfree had a considerable 
sum remaining- ; for the diamoud presented to his wife 
was of prodigious value, and mfinit«l>- recompensed the 
loss of those jewels which Miss Straddle had disposed of. 
He now set up again in his trade ; compassion for his un- 
merited misfortunes brought him many customers among 
those who had any regard to humanity ; and he hath, by 
industry joined with parsimony, amassed a considerable 
fortune. His wife and he are now grown old in the pur- 
est love and friendship, but never had auothcu- child. 
Friendly married his eldest daughter at the age of nioe- 
teen, and became his partner in trade. As to the younger, 
she never would listen to the addresses of any lover, not 
even of a young nobleman, who offered to take her witJi 
two thousand pounds, which her father would have will- 
ingly produced, and indeed did his utmost to persuade 
ber to the match ; but she refused absolutely, nor would 
give any other reason when Heartfree pressed her, than 
that she bad dedicated her days to his service, aiid 
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resolved no other duty should interfere with that which 
she owed to the best of fathers, nor prevent her from 
being the nurse of his old age. 

Thus Heartf ree, his wife, his two daughters, his son-in- 
law, and his grandchildren, of which he hath several, live 
all together in ona house ; and that, with such amity and 
affection towards each other, that they are in the neig^ 
borhood called the family of love. 

As to all che other persons mentioned in this history in 
the light of greatness, they had all the fate adapted to it^ 
being every one hanged by the necls, save two, viz. Miss 
Theodosia Snap, who was transported to America, where 
she was pretty well married, reformed, and made a good 
wife ; and the count, who recovered of the wound he had 
received of the hermit and made his escape into France, 
where he committed a robbery, was taken, and broke on 
the wheel. 

Indeed, whoever considers the common fate of great 
men must allow they well deserve and hardly earn that 
applause which is griven them by the world ; for, when we 
reflect on the labors and pains, the cares, disquietudes, 
and dangers which attend their road to greatness, we may 
say with the divine that a man nuiy go to Heaven with 
half the pains which it costs him to purchase hell. To 
the truth, the world has this reason at least to honor 
such characters as that of Wild : that, while it is in the 
power of every man to be perfectly honest, not one in a 
thousand is capable of being a complete rogue ; and few 
indeed there are who, if they were inspired with the vanity 
of imitating our hero, would not after much fruitless pains 
be obliged to own themselves inferior to Mb. Johatuait 
Wnj) THB Obkat. 
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THE INTRODUCTION. 



Whether the ensuing pages were really the dream or 
vision of some very pious and holy person ; or whether they 
were really written in the other world, and sent back to 
this, which is the opinion of many (thou^ I think too 
much inclining to superstition]; or lastly, whether, as infin- 
itely the greatest part imagine, they were really the pro- 
duction of some choice inhabitant of New-Bethlehem, is 
not necessary nor easy to determine. It will be abundant- 
ly sufficient, if I give the reader an account by what means 
they came into my possession. 

Mr. Bobert Powney, stationer, who dwells opposite to 
Catharine-street in the Strand, a very honest man, and of 
great gravity of countenance ; who, among other excellent 
stationery commodities, is particularly eminent for his 
pens, which I am abundantly bound to acknowledge as I 
owe to their peculiar goodness, that my manuscripts have by 
any means been legible: this gentleman, I say, famished 
me some time since with a bundle of those pens, wrapt up 
with great care and caution, in a very large sheet of paper 
full of characters, written as it seemed in a very bad hand. 
Now, I have a surprising curiosity to read everything 
which is almost illegible; partly, perhaps from the sweet 
remembrance of the dear Scrawls, Skr a wis, or Skrales, (for 
the word is variously spelt,) which I have in my youth re- 
ceived from that lovely part of the creation for which I 
have the tenderest regard; and partly from that temper 
of mind which makes men set an immense value on old 
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maauscripts ao effaced, bnstoes so maimed, and plcttn 

block, that DO one can tell what to make of them. I tbu*- 
foro perused thia sheet with wonderful application, and 
in about a day's time discovered that I could not under- 
stand it. I immediately repaired to Mr. Powney, aod 
enquired very eagerly, whether he had not more of the 
same manuscript l He produced about one hundred pages, 
acquainting me that he had saved no more ; bat tliai the 
book was originally a huge folio, had been left in hia garrt^ 
by a gentleman who lodged there, and who had left him do 
other satisfaction for nine mootbg lodging. He proceeded 
to inform me, that tbe manuscript had been liawkod about 
(as he phrased it) among all the booksellers who refused 
to meddle; some alleged that they could not read, others 
that they could not understand it. Some would have it 
to be an atheistical book, and some that it was a libel od Ibe 
government; for one or other of which reaaons, tliej all 
refused to print it. That it had been likewise aboura ti> 
the R — 1 Society, but they shook their heads, eayiug, 
there was nothing in it wonderful enough fur them. That 
bearing the gentleman was gone to the West Indies, and 
believing it to be good for nothing else, he had used it 9» 
waste paper. He said, I was welcome to what remained, 
and he was heartily sorry for what was missing, as I seemed 
to set some value on it. 

I desired him much to name a price: but be would re- 
ceive no consideration farther than the payment of a small 
bill I owed him, which at tbnt time he said he looked oa 
88 so much money given bim. 

I presently communicated tbis manuscript to my friend 
parson Abraham Adams, who, after a long and rarefnl 
perusal, returned it me with his opinion, that there was 
more in it than at first appeared, that the author seemed 
not entirely unacquainted with the writings of Plato; liut 
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lie wished he had quoted him aometiines in his maigin, that 
I might be sure (said he) he had read him in the original: 
for nothings continued llie parson, is conmioner thim for 
men now-a-days to pretend to have read Greek authors, who 
have met with them only in translations, and cannot con^ 
jugate a Terb in mi. 

To deliyer my own sentiments on the occasion, I think 
the author discovers a philosophical turn of thinkings with 
some little knowledge of the world, and no very inadequate 
value of it. There are some indeed, who from the vivacity 
of their temper, and the happiness of their station, are will- 
ing to consider its blessings as more substantial, and the 
whole to be a scene of more consequence than it is here rep- 
resented: but without controverting their opinions at 
present, the number of wise and good men, who have 
thought with our author, are sufficient to keep him in conntr 
enance: nor can this be attended with any ill inference, 
since he everywhere teaches this moral, That the greatest 
and truest happiness which this world affords, is to be 
found only in the possession of goodness and virtue; a 
doctrine, which as it is undoubtedly true, so hath it so noble 
and practical a tendency, that it can never be too often or 
too strongly inculcated on the minds of men. 
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BOOK I. 
CHAPTER I. 



^ author dies, meet* with Mtrfurj/, aitd it by him conducted to 
the ttagt, which lett out /or the other world. 

On the first day of December, 1741,* I departed this 
life at niy lodging in Cbeapside. My body bad boen some 
time dead before I was at liberty to quit it, lest it abould 
by any accident return to life: tbis is an injunction im- 
posed on all souls by the eternal law of fate, to prevent tlie 
inconveniencies wbich wonid follow. As soon as the de»- 
tined period was expired (being no longer than till the 
body ia become perfectly cold and stiff,) I began to move; 
}jiit found myself under difficulty of making my escape, for 
I lie moutb or door, was abnt; eo that it was impossible for 
me to go out at it, and the windows vulgarly called the eyM, 
were so closely pulled down by the fingera of a uurac, that 
I could by no means open them. At last, I perceived a 
k'am of light glinmiering at tbe top of the baii»e (for «udi 
I may call the body I had been inclosed in) whither aioeDd- 
i:iir, I gently let tnjself down through a kind of chunnejr, 
mid isEueil out at the nostrils. 

No prisoner discharged frcmi a long confitmncnt^ eror 
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tasted the sweets of liberty with a more exquisite reliili, 
than I enjoyed in this delivery trora a dungeon wherein I 
bad been detained upwards of forty years, and with mod 
the same kind of regard I cast my eyes * backwards upon it. 

My friends and relations had all quitted the room, being 
all (aa I plainly overheard) very loudly quarreltng below 
stairs about my will ; there was only an old wuman left 
above, to guard the body, as I apprehend. She was in a 
fast sleep, occasioned, as from her savor it seemed, by a 
comfortable dose of gin, I had no pleasure in tlua ohb- 
pany, and therefore, aa the window was wide open, I sal- 
lied forth into the open air; but to my great aftoaishment 
found myself unable to Sy, which I had always during my 
habitation in the body conceived of spirits; however, 1 
came so lightly to the ground, tliat I did not hurt mysdf ; 
and though I had not the gift of flying (owiog probably to 
my having neither feathers nor wings,) I was capable of 
hopping Each a prodigious way at once, that it served toy 
turn almost as welL 

I had not bopped far, before I perceived a tall yoang 
gentleman in a silk watstooat, with a wing on his Ivft bnsl, 
a garland on hi:^ bead, and a caduceos in his right haiMLf 
I thought I bad seen tliis person before, but had not tinM 
to recollect where, when he called out to me, aud aaked 
me how long I had been departed. I answered, I was jtut 
come forth. " You must not stay here," replied hc^ " un- 
less you have been murdered: in which case indeed, yon 
might have been suffered to walk some time: but if ytn 
died a natural death, yon must set out for the other world 
immediately." I desired to know the way. " O," cried 
the gentleman, " I will show yon to the inn whetioe 

• Erca an not p«rii>pa ao prc^wriT tdtpted to* ipliitiul anbaUAo* ; bslv* 
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t stage proceedB: for I am the porter. Perhaps you 
heard of me, my name is Mercury." " Sure, 
Sir," BHid I, '' I have eocn you at the playhouse." Upon 
which he emiled, and witliout antisfying me as to that 
point, walked directly forward, bidding mo hop after him. 
I oh«yed him, and soon found myself in Warwick-lane; 
where Mercury making a full stop, pointed at a particular 
houae, where ho bade uie enquire for the etage, and wishing 
me a good journey, took his leave, saying, he must go seek 
after other customers. 

I arrived just as the coach was setting out, and found I 
had no occasion for enquiry; for every person seemed to 
know my business the moment I appeared at the door; the 
coachman told mc, hia horses were to, but that he had no 
place left; however, though they were already sis, the 
passengers offered to make room for me. I thanked them, 
and ascended without much ceremony. We immediately 
began our journey, being seven in number; for a9 the 
women wore no hoops, three of them were but equal to two 
men. 

Perhaps, reader, thou may'st be pleased with an accoimt 
of this whole equipage, as peradventuro thou wilt not, 
while alivG, see any such. The coach was made by an 
eminent toyman, who is well known to deal in immaterial 
substance, that being the matter of which it was com- 
pounded. The work was so extremely fine, that it was en- 
tirt'ly invisible to the human eye. The horses which drew 
tliis extraordinary vehicle were all spiritual as well as the 
passengers. They had, indeed, all died in the service of 
a certain post-master; and as for tho coachman, who was a 
very thin piece of immaterial substance, he had the 
honour while alive of driving the Great Peter, or Peter the 
Great, in whose service his soul, as well as body, was al- 
moat starved to death. 

Such was the vehicle in which I set out, and now, those 
who are not willing to travel on with me, may, if they 
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please, stop here; thoee who are, mnat proceed to (be 
sabeoqueot chapters^ tn which this joomey is contiQW ' 



CHAPTER n. 



] 



fit iphieh the author firtt rr/uica rnmie vUr opiaitm* 

tpiriU, and the pataenger* rrtaU (Mr tetieral daathM. 

It is the common opinioD that spirits, like owls, can s« 
ID the dark; nay, and eaa then most easily be perceived by 
others. For which reason, many persona of good under- 
standing, to prcTc-nt being terrified with rach object*, 
usually keep a candle burning by them, that the IJ^t nuy 
prevent their seeing. Mr. Locke, in direct oppositioo to 
this, hath not donbtcd to assert, that you may see a spiiit 
in open daylight full as well a3 in the darkest nighL 

It was very dark when we set out from the inn, norcooH 
we see any more than if every soul of us had been aJin. 
We had traveled a good way, before any one offered to 
open hia mouth: indeed, most of the company were fast 
adeep* : but as I could not close my own eyea, and per 
ceired the spirit, who sat opposite to me, to be likewise 
awake, I began to make overtures of conversation, by com- 
plaining how dark it was. "And extremely cold too," 
answered my fellow-traveler, " though I thank God, oi 
I have no body, I feel no inconvenience from it: But yoa 
will believe, Sir, that this frosty air must eecm very sharp 
to one just issued forth out of an oven: for such wa« the 
inflamed habitation I am lately departed from." " How 
did you come to your end, Sir I " said L " I was mur- 
dered. Sir," answered the gentleman. " I am sarprised 
then," replied I, "that you did not divert yourself by 
walking up and doT.-n, and playing some merry tricks with 
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pe murderer." " Oli, Sir," returned he, " I had not thati 
rivilege, I was lawfully put to death. In ahort, a phjsi-j 
iaa set me on fire, by giving me medicines to throw ouU 

iny distemper. I died of a hot regimcQ, as they call it, ' 



e small- 



pox. 



know 
^^light 
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One of the spirits at that word started up, and cried out^l 
The small-pox! hleas me! I liope I am not in company 1 
'ith that distemper, which I have all my life with such i 
ution avoided, and have so happily esciiped hitherto ! " 
ia fright set all the passengers who were awake into a 
id laughter ; and the gentleman recollocting himself with 
imc confusion and not without blushing, asked pardon, 
Ing, " I protest I dreamt that I was alive." " Perhaps, 
" said I, " you died of that distemper, which therefore ■ 
so strong an impression on yon." " No, Sir," an-1 
rered he, " I never had it in my life j but the continual \ 
id dreadful apprehension it kept me so long undei 
cannot, I aeo bo so immediately eradicated. You must 
know, Sir, I avoided coming to London for thirty years 
tther, for fear of the small-pox, till the moat urgent i 
.nesa brought me thither about five days ago. I was ao I 
ladfully afraid of this disease, that I refused tho second 1 
it of my arrival to sup with a friend, whose wife had ' 
recovered of it several montlis before, and the same even- 
ing got a surfeit by eating too many mussels, which 
brought me into this good company." 

"I will lay a wiiger," cried the spirit, who sat next to 
him, "there is not one in the coach able to guess my distem- 
per." I desire the favour of him, to acquaint us with it, 
if it was so uncommon. " \Vliy, Sir," said he, " I died 
of honour." — " Of honour, Sir ! " repealed I, with some 
irise. " Yes, Sir," answered the spirit, " of honour, 
I was killed in a duel." 

For my part," aaid a fair spirit, " I was inoculated 1 
summer, and had the good fortune to escape with a 
verj few marks in my face. X cateemcd myself now 
W-.s 
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perfectly liappy, as I imagined 1 had no restraint to a full 
eojojmeDt of the diversions of tL« toim ; bat within a few 
days after my coming up, I caught cold by ovetMlanciog 
tnjraelf at a ball, and last nigbt died of a violent fever." 

After a abort sileuco wbicb now enstted, the fair spirit 
who spoke last, it being now day-light, addressed herself to 
a female, who sat next her, and asked her to what chance 
they owed the happiness of her company. She answered, 
she apprehended to a consumption : bnt the physciana were 
not agreed concerning her distemper, for she left two of 
them in a very hot dispute about it, when she came out 
her body. " And pray, madam," said the same spirit^ 
the sixth passenger, " How came you to leave the 
world i " But that female apirit screwing up her mool 
answered, she wondered at the curiosity of some people; 
that perhaps persona had already heard some reports of 
her death, which were far from being true: that whatever 
was the occasion of it, she was glad at being delivered from 
a world, in which she had no pleasure, and where there 
was nothing but nonsense and impertinence; particularly 
among her own sex, whose loose ooudnct she had long been 
entirely ashamed of. 

The beauteous spirit, perceiving her question gave 
offense, pursued it no farther. She had indeed all the 
sweetness and good humour, which are so cxtn?moly ami- 
able (when found) in that sex, which tenderness mo«t 
exquisitely becomes. Her countenance displayed all the 
cheerfulness, the good-nature, and the modesty, which 
diffuse Buch brightness round the beauty of Sernphina,* 
awing every beholder with respect, and at the same time, 
ravishing him with admiration. Had il not been inileed fur 
our conversation on the small-pox, I sliouM have 
we had been honoured with her identical presence, 
opinion might have been heightened by the good 
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Ittttered, whenever she s^toke : by the delicacy of her senti- 
ints, and the eomplacciice of her behaviour together 
Sirith a certain dignity, which attended every look, word, 
and gesture; qualitiea which could not fail niakiug an 
'impression on a heart* so capable of receiving it aa mine, 
iBOr was she long in raising in me a very violent degree of 
|«eraphic love. I do not intend by this, that sort of love 
which men are very properly said to make to women in 
the lower world, and which eeldom lasts any longer than 
while it is making. I mean by seraphic love, an extreme 
dolicacy and tenderness of friendship, of which, my worthy 
pleader, if thou hast no conception, as it is probable tliou 
tJBayst not, my endeavour to instruct thee wnnld be as fruit- 
lesa, as it would be to explain the most difficult problems 
of Sir Isaac Newton to one ignorant of vidgar arithmetic 

To return therefore to matters comprehensible by all 
understandings; the discourse now turned on the vanity, 
folly, and misery of the lower world, from which every 
passenger in the coach expressed the highest satisfaction 
in being delivered: though it was very remarkable, ihat 
notwithstanding the joy we declared at our death, thera 
not one of us who did not mention the accident which 
occasioned it, as a thing wo would have avoided if wn 
Id. Nay, the very grave lady herself, who was the fop- 
'srdeet in testifying her delight, ooufeesed inadvertently, 
ftat die left a physician by her bedside. And the gentle- 
man, who died of honour, very literally cursed both his 
folly, and his fencing. While we were entertaining our- 
selves with these matters, on a sudden a most offensive 
smell Ijegan to invade our nostrils. This very much resem- 
bled the savour, which travelers, in summer, perceive at 
their approach to that beautiful village of the Hague, aris- 
ing from those delicious canals, which, as they consist of 
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Btanding water, do at that time emit odoors grcntljr i 
able to a Dutch taste ; but uot so pleasimt to nny i 
Those perfumes, with the aasistance of a fair winil, begin 
to affect persons of quick olfactorj nerves at a league's 
distance, and increase gradually as jou approach. Id the 
same manner, did the smell I have just mentioned more 
and more invade us, till one of the spirits, looking out of 
the coach-window, declared we were just arrived at a very 
lai^ city; and indeed he had scarce said so, before vti 
found ourselves in the suburbs, and at the same time, the 
coachman being asked by another, informed us, that the 
name of this place was the City of Diseases. The ro«d lo 
it was extremely smooth, and excepting the above men- 
tioned savour, delightfully pleasant. The streeta of the 
Buburbs were lined with bagnios, taverna, and cooks'- 
shops; in the first we saw several beautiful women, but 
in tawdry dresses, looking out at the window's ; and in t 
latter were visibly exposed all kinds of the richest c 
ties; but on our entering the city, we found, contra 
all we had seen in tbe otber world, Hiat the suburbs 1 
infinitely plcasanter than the city itself. It was i 
a very dull, dark, aud melancholy place. Few [ 
appeared in the streets, and these, for the mc«t part, i 
old women, and here and there a formal grave gentleman, 
who seemed to lx> thinking, with large tie-wigs on, ami 
amber-headed canes in their bands. We were all in hopes, 
that our vehicle would not stop here ; but, to our sorrow, tlw 
coach soon drove into an iun, and we were obliged to allgbL 
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We had not been long arrived in our inn, where it seens 
we were to spend the remainder of the day, before our host 
acquainted us, that it was customary for all spirita, in Uwir 
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passage through that city, to poy their respeeta to that lady 
Disease, to whose assistance they had owed tlieit deliver- 
ance from the lower world. We answered, wa ahoald not 
fail in any coinplaeenee which was usual to others; upoa 
which our host replied, he would immediately send portera 
to conduct us. He had not long quitted the room, before 
we were attended by some of those grave persona, whom I 
have before described in large tic-wigs witli amher-lieaded 
canes. These gentlemen are the ticket-porters in the city, 
and their canes are the insignia, or ticketa denoting their 
office. We informed them of the several ladies to whom we 
were obliged, and were preparing to follow them, when on 
a sudden they all stared at one another, and left us in a 
hnrry, with a frown on every countenance. We were sur- 
prised at this behaviour and presently smnmoned the host, 
who was no sooner acquainted with it, tlian he burst into 
an hearty laugh, and told us the reason was, because we 
did not feo the gentlemen the moment tliey came in, accord- 
ing to ihe custom of the place. We answered with some 
confusion, we had brought nothing with us from the other 
world, which we had been all our lives informed was not 
lawful to do. " No, no, luaater," replied the host, " I am 
apprised of that, and indeed it was my fault. I should 
have first sent you to my lord* Scrape ; who would have 
supplied you with what you want," — " My lord Scrape sup- 
ply us 1 " said I, with astonishment : " Sure you must know 
we cannot give bim security ; and I am convinced ho never 
lent a shilling without it in bis life," " No, Sir," an- 
swered die host, " and for that reason he is obliged to do it 
here, where he is sentenced to keep a hank, and to distribute 
money gratis to all passengers. This bank originally con- 
sisted of just that sum, which be had miserably hoarded 
up in the other world, and ho is to perceive it decrease visi- 
bly one shilliug a day, till it is totally exhausted; after 
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vhicb, he ie to return to the other world, and perform the 
part of the miser for eevent; years; then being purified in 
the body of a Ilog, he is to enter the human species agsiot 
and take a second trial," " Sir," said I, " you tell m« V 
ders: but if bis bank be to decrease only a abilling a i 
how can he furnish all paaeengera ) '* "The rest," anawi 
the host, " is supplied again ; but in a manner whicli ] 
not easily explain to you." "I apprehend," said I, * 
diatrihutioQ of his money is inflicted on him as a pucidb- 
mont ; but I do not see how it can answer that end, whoQ 
he knows it is to be restored to him again. Would it not 
serve the purpose as well, if he parted only with the single 
shilling, which it seems is all he ia really to lose l" " Sir," 
cries the host, " When you observe the agonies with whidl 
he parts with even* guinea, you wlU be of another opinioo. 
No prisoner condemned to death ever begged so heartily 
for transportation, as he, when he received hia eeatence 
did, to go to hell, provided he might carry his money with 
him. But you will know more of these things, vrhen yon 
arrive at the upper world ; and now, if you please^ I will 
attend you to my lord's, who is obliged to supply yon nith 
whatever you desire." 

We found hia lordship sitting at the upper end of a 
tabl^ on which was an imm^iso sum of money, disposed 
in several heaps, every one of which would have pnrchftsad 
the honour of some patriots, and the chastity of aome 
prudes. The moment he Baw us, he turned pale, and 
sighed, as well apprehending our business. Mine host tc- 
costed him with a familiar air, which at first surprised jae, 
who so well remembered the respect I had formerly seen 
paid this lord, by men infinitely superior in quality to the 
person who now saluted him in the following manner: 
" Here, you lord, and be dam — J to your little sneaking 
aonl, tell out your money, and supjily your betters with 
what they want. Be quick, sirrah, or I'll fetch the beadle 
to yoQ. Doo't fancy yourself in the lower woild Again, 
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nth yonr privilt^ at your a — ." He tlien ghook a ( 
' " i lordship, who immediately began to tell out 

', with the same miserable air and face which the 
ler on our stage wears, while he delivers liia bank bills. 
) affected some of iia so much, that we had certainly 
umed witii no more than what would have been sufficient 
the porters, had not our host, perceiving our compas- 
1 iia not to spare a fellow, who in (be midst of 
3 wealth liad always refused the least contribution 
to charity. Our heerts were hardened with this reflection, 
and wo all filled our pockets with his money. I remarked 
a poetical spirit in particular, who swore he would have a 
hearty gripe at him : " For," aays he, " the rascal not only 
refused to subscribe to my works : hut sent back my letter 
unanswered, though I am a better gentleman than him- 
self." 

We now returned from thia miserable object, greatly 
admiring tlio propriety as well as justice of his punish- 
ment, which consisted, aa our host informed us, merely in 
the delivering forth hla money; and he observed we could 
not wonder at the pain this gave him, since it was as reason- 
able that the bare parting with money sliould make him 
miserable, as that the bare having money without using it 
should have mado liim happy, 

Othor tie-wig-porters (for those we had summoned be- 
fore refused to visit iia again) now attended us; and we 
having fee'd them the instant they entered the room, ac- 
cording to the instructions of our host, they bowed and 
gmiled, and offered to introduce ua to whatever disease we 
pleased. 

I Bct out several waya, aa we were all to pay our 

jctfl to different ladies. I directed my porter to show 

e to tlie Fever on the Spirits, being the disease which had 

divercd me from the flesh. My ^ide and I traversed 

iny streets, and knocked at several doors, but to no pur- 
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pofle. At one we were told, Uvod the CoDsnmption ; atl 
otiicr, tLe Malaiiic Alaiuode, a Frrnch lady ; Ht tlie l" " 
tbo Dropsy; at the fourth, the Rlieuiuatisin; At tbe fifth, 
Intemperance ; at the sixth, Mkfortuue. I waa tired and 
bad exhausted mj patience, and almost my purse; for I 
gave my porter a new fee at every blunder he made : wbcs 
my guide, with a solemn countenance, told me, be oon]d do 
no more; and marched off without any farther ceremony. 

He was no sooner gone, than I met another gentlenuut 
with a ticket, i. e., an amber-beaded cane in bia band. I 
first feeM him, and then acquainted him with the name 
of the disease. He cast himself for two or three minutes 
into a thoughtful posture, then pulled a piece of paper out 
of his pocket, on which he writ something in one of the 
oriental languages, I believe; for I could not read a sylla- 
ble : be hade me carry it to such a particular shop, and 
telling me it would do my business, be took bis leave. 

Secure, aa I now thought myself of my direction, I went 
to the shop, which very much resembled an apothecary'a. 
The person who officiated, having read the paper, iodk 
down aliout twenty different jars, and pouring something 
out of every one of them made a mixture, which he deliv- 
ered to me in a bottle, having first tied a paper roand the 
neck of it, on which were written three or four words, the 
last containing eleven syllables. I mentioned the name of 
the disease I wanted to find out; but received no otbcr an- 
swer, than that he had done as he was ordered, imd the 
drugs were excellent. 

I b^an now to be enraged, and quitting the shop with 
some anger in my countenance, I intended to find out my 
inn: but meeting in the way a porter, whose couutenanco 
had in it something more pleasing than ordinary, I re- 
solved to try once more, and clapp'd a fee into hia hand. As 
soon as I mentioned the disease to him, he laughed heart- 
ily, and told me I bad been imposed on, for in reality no 
such disease was to be found in that city. He tltco en- 
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quired into the particulars of my caee, and was no sooner 
acqnaintcd witli thoni, than be informed mc that the Mala- 
die Alaiuode was the lady to whom I was obliged. I 
thanked him, and immediately went to pay my respects U> 
her, 

The house, or rather palace, of thia lady, was one of the 
moat beautiful and magnificent in the city. The avenue 
to it was planted with sycamore trees, with beds of flowers 
on each aide; it wag extremely pleasant, but short, I was 
conducted through a magnificent hall, adorned with several 
statues and bustoes, most of them maimed, whence I con- 
cluded them all fo be true antique; but was informed they 
were the figures of several modem heroes, who had died 
martyrs to ber ladyship's cause. I next mounted through 
a largo painted staircase, where several persons were depic- 
tured in caricature ; and, upon enquiry, was told they were 
the portraits of those who had distinguished themaelvee 
against the lady in the lower world. I suppose I should 
have known the faces of many physicians and surgeona, 
had they not been so violently distorted by the painter. 
Indeed, he had exerted bo much malice in his work, that I 
believe he had himself received some particular favors 
from the lady of this mansion : It is difficult to conceive 
a group of stranger figures. I then entered a long room, 
hung round with the pictures of women of such exact 

ipes and features, that I should have tliougbt myself in 
gallery of beauties, had not a certain sallow paleness in 

lir complexions given me a more distasteful idea. 

irough this, I proceeded to a second apartment, adorned, 
if I may so call it, with the figures of old ladies. Upon 
my seeming to admire at this furniture, the servant told me 
with a amile, that these had been very good friends of hia 
lady, and had done her eminent sen'ice in the lower world. 
I immediately recollected the faces of one or two of ray 
acquaintance, who had formerly kept bagnios: but was very 
much surprised to see the resemblance of a lady of great 
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distinction in such company. The servant, upon my tneii- 
tioning this, made no other ansn-or, than that his lady ba4 
pictures of all degrees. 

I was now introduced into the presence of the lady iio- 
self. She was a thin, or rather meager person, very wan 
is the countenance, had no nose, and many ptroplee in ber 
face. She otFered to riae at my entrance, hnt could not 
stand. After many compliments, much congratulation on 
her side, and the most fervent expressions of gratitude on 
min^ she asked me many questions conecming the eitoa- 
tion of her affairs in the lower world ; most of which I an- 
swered to her entire satisfaction. At last with a kind of 
forced smile, slie said, I suppose the Pill and Drop go on 
swimmingly. I told her, they were reported to have done 
great cures. She replied, she could apprehend no danger 
from any person, who was not of regular practice: for 
however simple mankind are, said she, or however o^id 
they are of death, they prefer dying in a r^ular manner 
to being cured by a nostrum. She then expressed great 
pleasure at the account I gave her of the beau-mondo. Slw 
said, she had, herself, removed the hundreds of Dmiy to 
the hundreds of Charingcross, and was very much delisted 
to find they had spread into St. James's; that she imputed 
this chiefly to several of her dear and worthy friends, who 
bad lately published their excellent works, endeavoring to 
extirpate all notions of religion and virtue ; and particolar- 
ly to the deserving author of the Bachelor's Estimate, to 
whom, said she, if I had not reason to think he was a eat- 
geon, and had therefore written from mercenary viewa, 1 
could never Bufficiently own my obligations. She spoke 
likewise greatly in approbation of the method so generally 
used by parents, of marrying children very young, and 
without the least apfpction between the parties; and ood- 
clnded by saying, that if these fashions continued to spread, 
she doubted not but she should shortly be the only disoase 
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wLo would ever receive a risit frcHn an; person of consid- 
erablo rank. 

While we were disconrsing, her three dao^Utrs entered 
the room. Tbej were all called by bard names, ibe eldest 
was nametl * Lepra, the seoood Chffiras, and the third Soor- 
butia. They were all gtntcel, but ugly. I ooold not help 
observing the liule respect they paid their parent; whidi 
the old lady remarking in my countenanoe, aj soon as they 
(Quitted the room, which soon happened, acquainted me 
\f ith her unhappiness in her ofTspring, every one of whidi 
had the confidence to deny themselves to be her children, 
though she said she had be«n a very indulgent mother, and 
had plentifully provided for them alL As family com- 
plaints generally as much tire the hearer &a they relieve 
him who makes them, when I found her launching farther 
into this subject, I resolved to put an end to my visit ; aod 
taking my leave, with many thanks for the favoor she had 
done me, I returned to the inn, where I found my fellow 
travelers just mounting into their vehicle, I shook handa 
with my host, and acc«^mpanicd them into the coach, which 
immediately after proceeded on its journey. 

CHAPTER IV. 

DiMOune»ontheToad, atid a deteription of the palace of death. 
We were all silent fop some minutes, till being well 
shaken Into our several seats, I opened my mouth first, and 
related what had happened to me after our separation in 
the city we had just lefu The rest of the company, except 
the grave female spirit, whom our reader may remcanber 
to have refused giving an account of the distemper which 
occasioned her dissolution, did the same. It might bo 
tedious to relate these at large, we shall, therefore, only 
mention a very remarkable inveteracy, which the Surfeit 
declared to all the other diseases, especially to the Fever, 

• Tbrae tadiM, I btUarai, by tbelr aamtm, prMldad orar Uw I«ro«, MiW*.*«M. 
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who, she said, by tlic roguery of the porters, reoeiTed ic 
knowledgmeotG from numberless passengers vh!(^ were < ' 
to herself. " Indeed," aays she, " those cane-headed 
lows," for so she called them, alluding, I suppose, to 
ticJcet, " are constantly making such mifilakea ; there u 
gratitude in those fellows; for I am sure tliey hare greater 
obligations to me, than to any other disease, except tfaii 
Vapours." These relations were no sooner over, than one of 
the company informed us, we were approaching to the moM 
noble building he bad ever beheld, and which we leamt 
from our coachman, was the palace of Death. Its oatadt^ 
indeed, appoarcMl extremely magnificent. Its structure wu 
of (he Gothic order; vast beyond ima^nation, the whole 
pile consisting of black marble. Rows of immense yews 
form an amphitheater round it of such height and thick- 
ness, that no ray of the sun ever perforates this grorc; 
where black eternal darkness would reign, was it not 
excluded by innumerable lamps, which are placed in J^rrt- 
mids, round the grove. So that the distant re8ection they 
cast on the palace, which is plentifully gilt witli gold on 
the outside, is inconceivably solemn. To this I may add, 
the hollow murmur of winds, constantly beard from the 
grove, and the very remote sound of roaring waters. In- 
deed, every cireumstance seems to conspire to fill the mind 
with horror and consteniation as we approached to this pat 
ace; which we had scarce time to admire, before our vi^iele 
stopped at the gate, and we were desired to alight, in order 
to pay our respects to his most mortal majesty (this being 
the title which it seems be assumes). The outward court 
was full of soldiers, and, indeed, the whole very mudi 
resembled the state of an earthly monarch, only more ma^ 
nificent. We passed through several courts, into a vaat hall, 
which led to a spacious stairoase, at the bottom of whidi 
stood two pages, with very grave countenances; whom [ 
recollected afterwards to have formerly been very emioeot 
undertakers, and were in reality the only dismal faces I 
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eav here: for this palace, so awful and tremendous witli- 
out, is all gay and sprightly within, so that we soon ioat all 
those dismal and gloomy ideas we had contracted in ap- 
proaching it. Indeed, the atill silence maintained among 
the guards and attendants resembled rather the stately 
pmnp of eastern courts ; but there was on every face such 
flymptoms of content and happiness, that diffused an air of 
cheerfulness all round. We ascended the staircase, and 
passed through many nohle apartments, whose walla were 
adorned with various battle-pieces in tapestry, and which 
wc spent some time in observing. These brought to my 
mind those beautiful ones I had in my lifetime seen at 
Blenheim, nor could I prevent my curiosity from enquir- 
ing where the did^c of Marlborough's victorieswere placed : 
(for I think they were almost the only battles of any 
eminence I had read of, which I did not meet with:) when 
the skeleton of a beef-eater, shaking his head, told me a 
certain gentleman, one Lewis XlVth, who had great inter- 
est with bis most mortal majesty, had prevented any such 
from being hung up there; besides, says be, his majesty 
hath no great respect for that diUte, for he never sent him 
B subject he could not keep from him, nor did he ever get a 
single subject by his means, but be lost 1000 others for 
him. We foimd the presence chamber, at our entrance, 
very full, and a buzz ran through it, as iu all assemblies, 
before the principal figure enters ; for his majesty was not 
yet come out. At the bottom of the room were two persons 
in close conference, one with a square black cap on his 
head, and the other with a robe embroidered with flames of 
fire. These, I was informed, were a judge long since dead, 
and an inquisitor-general. I overheard them disputing 
with great eagerness, whether the one had hanged, or the 
other burnt the moat. Wliile I was listening to this dispute, 
which seemed to be in no likelihood of a speedy decision, 
the emperor entered the room, and placed himself between 
two figorea, one of which was remarkable for the roi 
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ness, and the other for the beauty of his appearsnce. These 
were, it seems, Charles the Xllth of Sweden, and Alexan- 
der of Macedoti. I was at too great a distance to ite«r fl 
of the conversation, so could onlj satisfy my curiosiQ 
contemplating the several personages present, of ^ 
names I informed myself by a page, who looked as pale 
and meager as any court-page in tlie oilier world, btit was 
somewhat more modest, lie showed me here two or three 
Turkish emperors, to whom his mo8t mortal majesty 
seemed to express much civility. Here were likewise serenl 
of the Roman emperors, among whom none seemed so mncli 
caressed as Caligula, on account, as the page told nte, of his 
piona wish, that he cotdd send all the Komans hither at one 
blow, the reader may be perhaps surprised, that I saw no 
{^ysiciana here; as indeed I was myself, till informed that 
they were all departed to the city of Diseases, where they 
were busy in an esperiment to pui^ away the immortal!^ 
of the soul. 

It would be tedious to recolleot the many indirtdBals I 
saw here, but I cannot omit a fat 6gur(>, well dressed in 
the French fashion, who was received witli exlraonlinary 
complacence by the emperor, and whom I imagined to be 
Lewis the XlVth himself ; but the page acquainted me be 
was a celebrated French cook. 

We were at length introduced to the royal presence, and 
hud the honour to kiss hands. His majesty asked ns a few 
questions, not veiy material to relate, and soon after r«- 
tired. 

When we returned into the yard, we found our caravan 
ready to set out, at which we all declared ourselves weD 
pleased; for we were sufSciently tired with the formaliigi^ 
of a court, notwithstanding its outward s ' " 
ntficence. 
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^^ Wb now came to the banks of the great rirer Coeytns, 
Tcliere we qnittcd oar vehicle, and paased the wit» in « 
boat, after which we were oUigcU to travel on foot the i«t 
of our journey ; and now we met for the first time, several 
passengers traveling to the world we had left, who in- 
formed us thej were souls going into tfao flesh. 

The two first we met were walldog arm in ann in very 
close and friendly conference; they informed ns, that one 
of them was intended for a duke, and the othw for a hack- 
ney coachman. As we had not yet arrived at the plaee 
Kwhere we were to deposit our passions, we were all sor- 
^Brleed at the familiarity which suleisted between persons 
^Rf such different degrees; nor could the grave lady help 
expre^ing Ler astonishment at it. The future coachman 
thcu replied with a laugh, that they had exchanged lots : for 
that the duke had with his dukedom drawn a shrew of a 
«ife, and the coachman only a single state. 

Aa we proceeded on our journey, we met a solemn spirit 
walkiug alone with great gravity in his countenance: our 
curiosity invited us notwithstanding hia reserve, to aat 
■what lot he had drawn. He answered with a smile, he waa 
to have the reputation of a wise man with £100,000 in his 
pockety and that he was practising the solemnity which he 
was to act in the other world. 

A little farther we met a company of very merry spirits, 
whom we imagined by their mirth to have drawn some 
mighty lot, but, on enquiry, they informed us they were to 
bo beggars. 

The farther we advanced, the greater numbers we met; 
and now we discovered two largo roads leading different 
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waj-9, and of vorj* different appearance; the ouc all 
with rucks, full as it seemed of boggy grounds, and « 
where beset wilb briara, so that it vas impossible to pa* 
througli it n'ilbout the utmost dauf^r and ttifticully; tbo 
other, the most deligbiful imaginable, leading throng tl 
most Tcrdant meadows, painted and perfumed will 
kinds of beautiful flowers; in short, the most wanton % 
gination could imagine nothing more lovely. XotwitI 
ing which we were surprised to see great numbers t 
ing into the former, and only one or two solitary i 
dioosing the latter. On enquiry we were acquainted 1 
the bad road was the way to Greatness, and the otbcr \o 
Goodness. \Vhen we expressed our surprise at the prefa^ 
once given to the former, we were acquainted that it wis 
chosen for the sake of the music of drums and trumpela, 
and the perpetual acclamations of the mob, with which 
tliose who traveled this way were constantly saluted. We 
were told likewise, that there were several noble palaces to 
be seen, and lodged in, on this road, by those who had past 
through the difficulties of it (which indeed many were 
not able to surmount), and great quantities of all sorts of 
treasure to be found in it ; whereas the other had little in- 
viting more than the beauty of the way, scarce a handaome 
building, save one greatly resembling a certain house by 
the Bath, to be seen during that whole journey : and lastly, 
that it was thought very scandalous and mean-Bpirited to 
(ravel through this, and as hi^ly honourable and noble to 
pass by the other. 

We now heard a violent noise, when casting our eyes 
forwards, we perceived a vast number of spirits advancinf; 
in pursuit of one, whom they mocked and insulted with all 
kinds of scorn. I cannot give my reader a more adequate 
idea of this scene, than by comparing it to an English 
mob conducting a pickpocket to the water; or by suppoeii^ 
that an incensed audience at a playhouse hid unhappily 
possessed themselves of the miserable damned poet. Scwu 
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^Kuugbetl, itomc hissed, some squawled, sume groaned, soma I 
H bawloci, some spit at him, some threw dirt at liiui. It waa 1 
iniposeible uot to ask who or what the wretched epirit was, 
wliom thoy treated in this barbtirous iiiaiiiicr; when to our | 
great surprise, we were iuformed that it was a king: we 
were likewise told that this manner of behaviour was usual 
among the spirits to those who drew the lots of emperors, 

b kings, and other great men, not from envy or anger, but 
pnere deriston and contempt of earthly grandeur: that : 
IWthing was more conunon, than for those who had drawn 
I - tb«fle great prizes (as to us they seemed) to excdiauge them 
with tailors and cobblers; and that Alexander the Great, 
and Diogenes, had formerly done so; he that was after- 
^-Warda Diogenes having originally fallen on the lot of Alex- 
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And now, on a sudden, the mockery ceased, and the king I 
■spirit having obtained a hearing, began to speak as followa: 
for we were now near enough to hear him distinctly. 

" Ge\tles£en: I am juatly surprised at your treating 
me in this manner ; since whatever lot I have drawn, I did 
not choose : if therefore it be worthy of derision, you shonld 
compassionate me, for it might have fallen to any of your 
shares. I know in how low a light the station to which fate 
hath assigned me is considered hero, and that when ambi- 
tion dotfi not support it, it becomes generally so intolerable, 
that there Js scarce any other condition for which it is not 
gladly exchanged: for what portion, in the world to 
which we are going, is so miserable as tiiat of caret 
Should I therefore consider myself ae become by this lot 
essentially your superior, and of a higher order of being 
than the rest of my fellow-creatures; should I foolishly 
imagine myself without wisdom superior to the wise, with- 
out knowledge to the learned, without courage to the brave, 
and witliout goodness and virtue to the good and virtuous; 
enrely so prepostprous. so absurd a pride, would justly 
render me the object of ridicule. But far bo it from me fc 
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entertain it. And yet, geQtlem«n, I prize the lot I hxm 
drawn, nor would I exchange it with any of yours, aeeing 
it is in my eye so much greater tiian the rest. Ambitiai^ 
which I own myself possest of, teaches me this ; Ambition, 
which makes me covet praise, aasnres me, that I shall enjoy 
a much larger portion of it than can fall within your power 
either to de^rve or obtain, I am then superior to you all, 
when I am able to do more good, and when I execute th«t 
power. What the father is to the son, the guardian to the 
orphan, or tlie patron to his eliont, that am I to yon. Toa 
an; my children, to whom I wilt be a father, a gusrdiui, 
and a patron. Not one evening in my long reign (for so 
it is to be) will I repose myself to rest, without the glori- 
ous, the heart-warming consideration, that thonsanda that 
night owe their sweetest rest to me. What a delicious for- 
tune is it to him, whose strongest appetite is doing good, w 
have every day the opportunity and the power of satisfying 
it ! If such a man hath ambition, how happy is it for him 
to be seated so on high, that every act blazes abroad, and 
attracts to him praises tainted with neither sarcasm nor 
adulation ; but such as the nicest and most delicate mind 
may reli^? Thus therefore, while you derive your good 
from me, I am your sufierior. If to my strict distribution 
of justice you owe the safety of your property from domc^ 
tic enemies, if by my vigilance ami VHlour yon are pro- 
tected from foreign foea: if by my encouragement of geon- 
ine industry, every science, every art which can embcllidi 
or sweeten life, is produced and flourishes among you ; will 
any of you be so insensible or ungrateful, as to deny praiae 
and respect to him, by whose care and conduct you enjoy 
these blessings} I wonder not at the censure which so ft*- 
qnently falls on those in my station: but I wonder that 
those in my station so frequently deserve it What strange 
perveraeness of nature! What wanton delight in inischiof 
must taint his composition, who prefers dangers, dtfBookr 
and disgrace, by doing evil, to safety, ease, and bonoBr, tgr 
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doing good ? Who refiisee happinesa in the other world, 
and heaven in Ihia, for misery there, and hell hero? Bat 
be BKBurcd, my intentions are different. I shall always en- 
deavor the ease, the happiness, and the glory of my peo- 
ple, being confident that, by so doing, I take the most cer- 
tain method of procuring thera all to myself." — He thea 
struck directly into the road of goodness, and received aoch 
a shout of applauee, as I never remember to have heard 
^qneled. 

B. He was gone a little way, when a spirit limped after 

" Uin, swearing he would fetch him back. This spirit, I was 

presently informed, was one who had draiftTi the lot of his 

prime minister. 
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CHAPTER VL 

acemnt of the ujheel of Fortune, wfWi a method of preparing 
a spirit for tkii world. 

We now proceeded on our journey, without staying to 
see whether he fulfilled his word or no; and without en- 
countering anything worth mentioning, came to the place 
where the spirits on their passage to the other world were 
obliged to decide by lot the station in which every one waa 
to act thera Here was a monstrous wheel, infinitely larger 
than those in which I had formerly seen lottery tickets 
deposited. This was called the Wheel of Foktuke, The 
godde^ herself was present. She was one of the most 
deformed females I ever behold ; nor could I help observ- 
ing the frowns she expressed when any beautiful spirit of 
her own sex passed by her, nor the affability which smiled 
in her countenance on the approach of any handsome male 
spirits. Hence I accounted for the truth of an observation 
I had often made on earth, that nothing is more fortunate 
than handsome men, nor more unfortunate than handsome 
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women. The reader may bo perli«pa plc&sed with an ae- 
count of the whole method of equipping a spirit for hit 
entrance into the flesh. 

First tlico, lio receives from a veiy sage person, vhose 
look much resembled that of an apothecary (his wsrdioaae 
likewise beariiig an aJiinity to an apothecary's shop), i 
small phial inscribed. Tub Pathetic PonOH, to be taken 
just before you are bom. This potion is a mistore of all 
the passions, but io no exact proportion, so that sometimes 
one predominates and sometimes another ; nay, often in the 
hurry of making up, one particular ingredient is, as we 
were informed, left out. The spirit receivetb at tbo same 
time another medicine called the Nocsphobic Decoctios, 
of which he is to drink ad libUum. This decoction is an 
extract from the faculties of the mind, sometimes extreme- 
ly strong and spirituous, and sometimes altogether as 
weak : for very little care is taken in the preparation. Thk 
decoction is so extremely hitter and unpleasant, that not- 
withstanding its wholesomeness, several spirits will Dot be 
persuaded to swallow a drop of it ; but throw it away, or 
give it to any other who will receive it : by which means 
some who were not disgusted by the nau^eousness, drank 
double and treble potions. I observed a beautiful young 
female, who tasting it, immediately from curiosity, screwed 
up her face and cast it from her with great disdain, wfaeoce 
advancing presently to the wheel, she drew a coronet, whicfa 
she clapped up so eagerly, that I could not distinguish the 
degree; and indeed, I observed several of the same sex, 
after a very small sip, throw the bottles away. 

As soon as the spirit is dismissed by the operator, or 
apothecary, he is at liberty to approach the wheel, where he 
hath a right to extract a single lot: but those whom fortune 
favors, she permits sometimes secretly to draw three or 
four. I observed a comical kind of figure who drew forth 
a handful, which, when he opened, were a bishop, a gen- 
eral, a privy-counsellor, a player, and a poet laureate^ and 
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On another 



returning the three first, he walked off smiling with the 
two last 

Eveiy single lot contained two more articles, which were 
generally disposed so as to render the lots as equal as pos- 
sible to each other. 

On one was written, Earl, 

Riches, 

Health, 

Disquietude. 

Cobbler, 

Sickness, 

Good-humour. 

Poet, 

Contempt, 

Self-satisfaction. 

Oeneraly 

Honoi', 

Discontent, 

Cottage, 

Happy love. 

Coach and six. 

Impotent jealous husband. 

Prime-minister, 

Disgrace. 
On an Eighth, Patriot, 

Glory. 

Philosopher, 

Poverty, 

Ease. 

Merchant, 

Riches, 

Care. 

And indeed the whole seemed to contain such a mixture 

of good and evil, that it would have puzzled me which to 

choose. I must not omit here, that in every lot was directed 

wheQieT the drawer should marry or remain in celibaqr, 



On a Third, 



On a Fourth, 



On a FiftK, 
On a Sixth, 
On a Seventh, 



On a Ninth, 



On a Tenth, 
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the married lots being all marked with a large pair of 
honu. 

We were obliged, before wo qnittod tliia place, to tahi 
each of us an emetic from the apothecarj", whii^h immedi- 
ately' purged us of all our earthlj- passions, and preaoitly 
the dond forsook our eyea as it doth those of .^Kneas in 
Viigil when removed by Venus; and we discerned thii^ 
in« much dearer light than before. Wc b^an to compafl- 
Bionate those spirits who were making their entiy into the 
fl«eh, whom we had till then secretly envied, and to long 
eagerly for those delightful plains which now opeoed them- 
eelvea (o oar eyes, and to which we now hastened with the 
utmost eagerness. On our way we met with several spirits 
with very dejcolod countenances ; but our expedition woold 
not suffer us to ask any questions. 

At length, we arrived at the gate of Elysium. Here w» 
a prodigious crowd of spirits waiting for admittance, some 
of whom were admitted, and some were rejected; for all 
were strictly ejtamined by the porter, whom I Bi 
eied to be the celebrated judge Minos. 






CHAPTER Vn. 

Th» prooeed&ng» of Judge Minot, at the gaU of Btgwlm^ 

I sow got near enough to the gate, to hear the scmnl 
daims of those who endeavoured to pass. The firat^ mxaaof 
other pretensions, set forth, that he had been very liberal 
to an hospital ; hut Minos answered, OstentatioD, and n- 
pulsed him. The second exhibited, that he had ooostantly 
frequented his church, been a rigid observer of fast-days. 
He likewise represented the great animosity he had abown 
to vice in others, which never escaped bis severest ccosnre; 
and, as to his own behaviour, be had never been onoe guilty 
of whoring, drinking, gluttony, or any other excees. Me 
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he had diginherited his ton for getting ■ btsMrd 

.avGjo-a 80,''said Minos, "then pray retnro into the other 
'Id and beget another ; for sncfa an tumstnra] rural shall 
rer p8ss this gate." A dozen otfaen, who bad adnuioed 
with very coofideut countenances, teeing him rejected, 
turned about of their own accord^ A^ann^ if he ooold not 
pass, they had no expectation, and according]/ they fol- 
lowed him back to earth ; which was the fate of all who 
were repulsed, they being obliged to take a farther purifi- 
cation, unlesa those v/bn were guilty of Bome rery beiooaa 
crimes, who were huBtliMl in at a little back gate, whenca 
they tumbled immediately into the bottomless pit 

The next spirit that came up, declan-d be had done nei- 
dier good nor evil in the world ; for that siDOe his arrival at 
.n's estate, he had spent hia whole time in search of can- 
ities; and particularly in the study of bulterfliea, of 
which he had collected an immense miinber. Minos made 
him no answer, but with great scorn pushed him back. 

There now advanced a very bcautifol spirit indeed. She 
began to ogle ^Minos the moment she saw him. She said, 
she hoped there were some merit in refnaing a great nom- 
1)er of lovers, and dying s maid, thon^ she had bad the 
clioice of a hundred. Minos told her, she had not refused 
enow yet, and turned her back. 

She was succeeded by a spirit, who told the judge be he- 
^evcd hia works would apeak for him. " What works i " an- 
Minos. "My dramatic works," replied the other, 
.which have done so much good in recommending virtue 
and puuieliing vice-" — "Very well," said the judge, "if you 
please to stand by, the first person who pasms the gate, by 
your means, shall carry yon in with him: but if you will 
my advice, I thinl^ for expedition sake, you had better 
im, and live another life upon earth." The bnrd gruin- 
st this, and replied, that besidea his poetical works, he 
had done some other good things : for that he had once lent 
the whole profits of a benefit nigtit to a friend, and by that 
16 
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means bsd saved him, aad his fumil; from (l«!Structioa 
Upon this, the gate dew opeo, ami Uinos (Iesire<l himli 
walk in, telling him, if he bad mentioDod this at f 
mi^t have spared the remembrance of his plays. The g 
an8wered,be believed, if lliuos bad read bia works, be i 
set a bi^er value on them. He was then beginning t 
peat, but Hinos pushed bim forward, and turning bia If 
to him, applied himself to the next paasenger, a very | 
teel spirit, who made a very low bow to Illinois, and (' 
threw himself into an erect attitude, and imitated tbe I 
lion of taking snuff with his right hand. — Minos asked fa 
what he had to saj for himself. He answered, he wonld 
dance a minuet w^ith any spirit in Elysinm : that he conld 
likewise perform all his other exercises very well and hoped 
he bad in hia life deserved the character of a perfect fine 
gentleman. Hinos replied, it would be great pity to rob the 
world of so fine a gentleman, and therefore desired him to 
take the other trip. The beau bowed, thanke<l the judges 
and said he desired no better. Several spirits expresaed 
much astonishment at this his satisfaction; but we wen 
afterwards informed, be had not taken the emetic above- 
mentioned. 

A miserable old spirit now crawled forwards, whose i 
I thought I had formerly seen near Westminister-AU 
He entertained Minos with a long harangue of what bell 
done when in the norsE; and then priM?eede<l to infut^^ 
bim bow much he was worth, without attempting to 
prodaec a single instance of any one good action, llinoa 
stopt the career of his discourse, and acquainted hinw^ 

must take a trip back again. — '' What, to S h« 

said the spirit in an ecstacy. Bnt the judge, without n 
any answer, turned to anotlier ; who, with a very j| 
emn air and great dignity, acquainted bim, bo ^ 
duke — " To the right about, Mr. Duke," cried ] 
" you are infinitely too great a man for Elysium ; and ti 
giving him a kick on the b cb, be addressed himself to 
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Hb Bpirit, 'who with fear nnd trembling begged he mi^t not 

go to the bottomlesa pit: he said, ho hoped Minos wouhl 

consider, that though he had gone astray, he had suffered 

for it, that it waa necessity which drove him to the robbery 

of eighteen pence, which he had committed, and for whieh 

he was hanged : that ho had done some good actions in hi» 

life, that he had supported an aged parent with hia labor, 

^nhat he bad been a very tender husband and a kind father, 

^Hnd that he had ruined himself by being bail for his friend, 

^^&t whieh words the gate opened, and Minos bid him enter, 

giving him a slap on the back, as he passed by him. 

A great number of spirits now came forwards, who all 
declared they hud the same claim, and that the captain 
should speak for them. He acquainted the judge, that they 
had been slain in the service of their coimtry. Minos waa 
going to admit them, but had the curiosity to ask who had 
been the invader, in order, as he said, to prepare the back 
gate for him. The captain answered, they had been the 
invaders tliemselvea, that they had entered the enemies' 
country, and burnt and plundered several cities. — " And 
for what reason ? " said Minos. " By the command of him 
who paid us," said the captain, ''that is the reason of a 
soldier. We are to execute whatever we are commanded, 
or we should bo a disgrace to the army, and very little de- 
serve our pay." " You are brave fellows, indeed," said 
Minos, " but be pleased to face about, and obey my com- 
mand for once, in returning back to tlie other world: for 
what should such fellows as you do, where there are no 
"fetiea to be burnt, nor people to be destroyed ? But let me 
nHTise you to have a stricter regard to truth for tho 
, and not call the depopulating other countries tha 
service of your own." The captain answered, in a rage, 
" D — n me, do you ^ve me the lye i " and was going to 
take Minos by the nose, had not his guards prevented him, 

E immediately turned him and all his followers back the 
e road they came. 
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Four spirits informed the judge, that they had been 
starred to death through povertj ; hcing the father, mother, 
and two children. That they had been honest, and as ia- 
duatrious as possible, till sickness had prevented the man 
from labor. " All that is very tme," cried a grave spirit, 
vho stood bj: " I know the fact, for tliese poor people 
were under my care." — " You was, I suppose, the paraon of 
the pariah," cries Minoe ; " I hope you had a good living 
Sir." " That was bat a small one," replied the spirit, "hot 
I had another a little better." — " Very well," eaid Hinoa, 
" let the poor people pass." — At which the parson waa b 
ping forwards with a stately gait before them ; but ] 
cau^t hold of him, and pulled him back, saying, " Not 4 
fast, doctor; you must take one step more into the c 
world first; for no man enters that gate without charity." 

A verj- stately figure now presented himself, and inform- 
ing MinoB he was a patriot, began a very Sorid harangn« 
on public virtue, and the liberties of his country. Upon 
which, Minos showed him the utmost respect, and ordered 
the gate to be opened. The patriot was not contented with 
this applause. — He said, he had V)ehaved as well in place 
as he had done in the opposition ; and that, though he wu 
now obliged to embrace the court-measures, yet he had 
behaved very honestly to his friends, and brought as numy 
in as was possible. — " Hold a moment," says Minos, " on 
second consideration, Mr. Patriot, I think a man of your 
great virtue and abilities will be so much missed by your 
country, that if I might advise you, you should lake a 
journey hack again. I am sure you will not decline it, for 
I am certain you will with great readiness sacrifice yoor 
own happiness to the public good." The patriot smiled, 
and told Minos bo believed be was in jest ; and was offering 
to enter the gate, but the judge laid fast hold of him, and 
insisted on his return, which the patriot still declining, he 
ordered his guards to seize him and conduct him 



V^OULD TO TEE NEXT. «Cc. 



341 



A spirit now advanced, and the gate was immediately 
thrown open to him, before he had spoken a word. I heani' 
Bome whisper, — " That is our last Lord Mayor." 

It now came to our company's turn. The fair epirit^V 
which I mentioned with 8o much applause, in the begin- 
ning of my journey, paseed through very easily; but the 
grave lady was rejected on her first appearance, Minoa 
declaring, there was not a eingie prude in Elysium, j 

The judge then addressed himself to me, who little ex-j 
pected to pass this fiery trial. I confessed I had indulged 1 
myself very freely with wine and women in my youth, but 
had never done an injury to any man living, nor avoided 
an opportunity of doing good, that I pretended to very 
little virtue more than general philanthropy and private 
friendship, — I was proceeding when Minoa bid me enter 
the gate, and not indulge myself with trumpeting forth my 
virtues. I accordingly passed forward with my lovely J 
oompanion, and embracing her with vast eagerness, but I 
Bpiritual innocence, she returned my embrace in the same 1 
manner, and we both congratulated ourselves on our ar- 
rival in this happy region, whose beauty do painting of the 
imagination can describe. 



t 



CHAPTER Vin. 

adventtires which Vie author met c 
Elygivm. 



■ his first enirantx into 



We pursued our way through a delicious grove of orange- 
treee, where I saw infinite numbers of spirits, every one of 
whom I knew, and was known by them (for spirits here 
know one another by intuition.) I presently met a little 
daughter, whom I bad lost several years before. Good 
Qods I what words can describe the raptures, the melting 
passionate tenderness, with which we kissed each other, 
continuing in our embrace, with the most ecstatic joy, • 
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space, which if time had liecn meaEured here as od esrth, 
could not be iesa than half a year. 

The first spirit with whom I entopwl lolo tUecourse wai 
the famous Leouidas of Sparta. I acquainted him with 
the hoQotira which had been done him b; a celebrated poet 
uf our nation; to which he answered, he was very much 
obliged to him. 

We were presently afterwards entertained with the nwet 
delicious voice I had ever heard, accompanied by a Tioiis, 
equal to Si6^r Fiantiuida. I presently discrivered the 
musician and songster to be Orpheus and Sappho, 

Old Homer was present at this concert (if I may so call 
it,) and Madam Dacier sat in his lap. He asked much 
after Mr. Pope, and said he was very desirous of seeing 
him; for that he had read his Hiad in his translation 'With 
almost as much delight, as he believed he had given others 
in the original. I had the curiosity to enquire whether he 
had really writ that poem in detached pieces, and sung it 
about as ballads all over Greece, according to (he report 
which went of him ? He smiled at my qiiestion, and asked 
me, whether there appeared any connection in the poem; 
for if there did, he thought I might answer myself. I then 
importuned him to acquaint me in which of the cities, 
which contended for the honour of his birth, Jic was reaDy 
bom ? To which he answered — " TTpon mv soul I can't 
tell." 

Virgil then came up to me, witb Mr. Addison under his 
arm. " Well, sir," said he, " how many translations have 
these few last years produced of my ^neid ? " I told him 
I believed several, but I could not possibly remember ; for 

that I had never read any but Dr. Trapp's." " Ay," 

said he, "that is a curious piece indeed!" I then acquainted 
him with the discovery made by Mr. Waiburlon of the 
Eleusinian mysteries couched in his si^tth book. " Wbat 
mysteries?" said Mr. Addison, "The Eleosinitn," Uf 
Bwered VirgiJ, " which I have disclosed in my alzth bodc" 
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" How," replied AddisoD. "You never mentioned a word of I 
any such mysteries to me in alt our acquaintance." " I I 
thought it waa unnecessary," cried the other, " to a man of ] 
your infinite learning: besides you always told me you ] 
perfectly understood my meaning." Upon this I thought 
tlie critic looked a little out of countenance, and turned 
aside to a very merry spirit, one Dick St«el, who embraced 
him, and told him, he had heeu the greatest man upon 
earth ; that he readily resigned up all the merit of his own \ 
works to him. Uixin which, Addison gave him a gracious ' 
smile, and clapping him on the back with much solemnity, 
cried out, " Well said, Dick." 

I then observed Shakespear standing between Betterton I 
and Booth, and deciding a diffprence between those two 
great actors, concerning the placing an accent in one of 
his lines; this was disputed on liotb sides with a warmth, 
which surprised mc in Elysium, till I discovered by intui- 
tion, that every soul retained its principal charaeteHstio, 
"being, indeed, its very essence. The line waa that cele- 
bruted one in Othello ; 

Pul out the light, and then put out the light. 
according to Betterton. Hr. Booth contended to have it 
thus; 

Put out the light, and then put out the light. 

I could not lielp offering my conjecture on this occosioD, 
and suggested it might perhaps be, 

Put out the light, and then put out thy light. 

Another hinted a reading very sophisticated in my opin- , 
ion, 

Pul out the light, and then put ovt thee Ughl; 
making light to bo the vocative ease. Another would have 
altered the last word, and read. 

Put out thy light, and then put out thy sight. 

But Betterton said, if the teitt was to be disturbed, ha 

Eno reason why n word might not bfi changed as well aa 
Iter, and instead of "put out thy light," you may read, 
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"put out thy ejes." At last h was agrped on all ridea to 
refer the inattcr to the decision of Sbakeepear hinia«If, who 
delivered his sentimcuta as follows : " Faith, gentiemeu, it 
is so long since I wrote tlie line, I have forgot my meaniog. 
This I know, ooiild I have dreamt so much oonsenae would 
have been talked and writ about it, I wontd have blotted 
it out of my works ; for I am sure if any of tb»e be my 
meaning, it doth me very little honour." 

He was then interrogated concerning some other ambi- 
tious passages in his works; but he declined any &atisfae- 
tory answer : Saying, if Mr. Theobald had not writ about it 
sufficiently, there were throe or four more new editiooa of 
!iia plays coming out, which he hoped would satisfy everj 
one: Concluding, " I marvel nothing so much as that men 
will gird themselves at discovering obscure beautie:s in an 
author. Certes the greatest and most pregnant beauties 
are ever the plainest and most evidently striking; and 
when two meanings of a passage can in the least balance 
our judgments which to prefer, I hold it matter of unqttea- 
donable certainty, that neither of them is worth a far- 
thing," 

From his works our conversation turned on hia numa- 
mcnt : upon which, Shakespear, shaking his sidea, and ad- 
dressing himself to Milton, cried out : " On mj word, 
brother Milton, they have brought a noble set of poets to- 
gether, they would have been hanged erst have convened 
such a company at their tables, when alive," " True, 
brother," answered Milton, "unless we had been as incapa- 
ble of eating then as we are now." 



CHAPTER IS. 
Mart adventurea in Elf/aiKm. 
A CROWD of spirits now joined as, whom I soon per- 
ceived to bo the heroes, who here frequently pay their 
respects to the several bards, the recorders of their acttona 
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low eaw Achilles and Ulyssea addressing themselves to 
mer, and -iEneaa and Julius Cu-'sar to Virgil: Adam 
went up to Milton, upon which I wliispered Mr. Dryden, 
ihat I thought the devil should have paid hia compHineotd 
there according to his opinion. Dryden only answered, " I 
bclievo the devil was in me when I said ao." Several ap- 
plied thcraaeh'es to Shakespoar, amongst whom Henry V. 
made a very distingiiishing appearance. Wliile my eyes 
were fixed on that monarch, a very small spirit came up to 
me, shook me heartily by the hand, and told mo his name 
was Thomas Tucmb. I expressed great satisfaction in 
seeing him, nor could I help a])eaking my resentment 
against the historian, who had done such injustice to the 
stature of this great little man : which he represented to be 
iio bigger than a span ; whereas I plainly perceived at first 
eight, he was full a foot and a half (and the 37th part of 
an inch more, as he himself informed me,) being indeed 
little shorter than some considerable beaua of the present 
age. 

I asked this little hero concerning the truth of thoso 
stories related of him, viz., of the pudding and the row's 
belly. As to the former, he said it was a ridiculous legend, 
worthy to be laughed at: but as to the latter, he could not 
help owning there was some truth in it: nor had he any 
reason to be ashamed of it, as he was swallowed by sur- 
prise; adding with great fierceness, that if he had had any 
weapon in bis hand, the cow should have as soon swallowed 
Uie devil. 

He spoke the last word with so much fury, and seemed 
80 confounded, that perceiving the effect it had on him, I 
immediately waived the story, and passing to other matters, 
we had much conversation touching giants. He said, bo 
far from killing any, he had never seen one alive ; that be 
believed those actions were by mistake recorded of him, 
instead of Jack the giant-killer, whom he knew very well, 
and who had, he fancied, extirpated the race. I assured 
liiiu to the contrary, and told bim I bad myself seen a bugs 



I 



250 



A JOURNEY FROM THIS 



tame giant, who very complacently stayed in Londi 
whole wint«r, ut the special re<iue3t of severs! gi*n( 
aD(l ladies ; though the affairs of his family calleil him hotae 
to Sweden. 

I now beheld a stem -looking spirit leaning on the 

shoulder of another spirit, and presently disMJroed tbe 

former to be Oliver Cromwell, and the latter Charles M«- 

tel. I own I was a little surprised at seeing Crotnw^ 

here; for I had been taught by my grandinoiher that h« 

was carried away by the devil himself in a tempest ; but be 

assured me on his honour, there was not the least tnilh to 

that story. However, he confessed he had narrowly 

escaped tlie bottomless pit ; and if the former part of his 

conduct hod not been more to his honour than the Utter, 

he had l>een certainly soused into it. Ho was nevertbelen 

8cnt back to the upper world with this lot, 

Army, 

Caralier, 

Distress. 

He wa3 bom for the second time, the day of Charles 
restoration, into a family which had lost a very considerable 
fortune in the service of that prince and his father, for 
which they received the reward very often conferred by 
princes on real merit, viz. — 000. At 16, hie father bought 
a small eommi^iou for him in tlie army, in which be 
, served without any promotion all the reigns of Charles IL 
and of his brother. At the revolution he quitted his regi- 
ment, and followed the fortunes of his former master, and 
was in his service dangerously wounded at the famous 
battle of the Boyne, where he fought in the capaciQr of a 
private soldier. He recovered of this wound, and retired 
after the unfortunate king to Paris, where he was reduced 
to support a wife, and seven children (for his lot had horns 
in it,) by cleaning shoes, and snuffing candles at the openL 
Id which situation, after he had spent a few miaeraUe 
years, he died half-atarved and broken-hearted. Ik then 
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revisited Minos, who compaaeionatiDg his sufFcriuge, by 
means of that family, to whom he had been in his former 
capacity bo bitter an enemy, suffered bim to enter here. 

My curiosity eould not refrain asking him one question, 
('. e. Whether in reality he had any (lesire to obtain the 
cro\vn. lie smiled and said, " No more than an ecclesias- 
tic hath to the mitre, when he cries 'Nolo eplscopari." In- 
deed, he seemed to express some contempt at the question, 
and presently turned away. 

A venerable spirit appeared next, whom I found to be 1 
the great historian Livj'. Alexander the Great, who was 
just arrived from the palace of death, passed by him with 
a frown. The historian, observing it, said, "Ay, you may 
frown, but those troops which conquered the base Asiatic 
slaves, would have made no figure against the Komans." 
We then privately lamented the loss of the most valuable 
part, of his history, after which he took occasion to com- 
mend the judicious collection made by Mr. Hooke, which 
he said was infinitely preferable to all others; and at ray 
mentioning Echard's, he gave a bounce, not unlike the go- 
ing off of a squib, and was departing from me, when I 
begged him to satisfy my curiosity in one point, Whether 
he was really superstitious or no? For I had always be- 
lieved he was, till Mr, Leibnitz had assured me to the con- 
trary. He answered sullenly : — " Doth Mr. Leibnitz know 
mind better than myself i " and then walked away. 



CHAPTER X. 



The author U turprined at medinri Julian the apotlatt in Etytiun ; 
but in satitfied by him, by what means hit proextred hit entrants 
there. Julian relates hi» adventures in the eharaeler of a slaoe. 

As ho was departing, I heard him salute a spirit by 
the name of Mr. Julian the apostate. This exceedingly 
lazed mo: for I had concluded, that no man ever had a 
title to the bottomless pit than he. But I soon found. 
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that this same Jalian the apostste wss also tlie very w^- 
TJdual arcbbishop Lstimcr. He told me, that sOTernl lies 
had been raised on him in big former capacity, nor wm \m 
so bad a man as bo bad been represented. IIoweTer, he 
had been denied admittance, and forced to undergo several 
Bubsequent pilgrimages on earth, and to not in the diffenmt 
characters of a slave, a Jew, a general, an beJr, a carpenter, 
a beau, a monk, a fiddler, a wise man, a king, a fool, a bep- 
gar, a prince, a statesman, a soldier, a tailor, sn aldermaiii 
a poet, a knight, a dancing-master, and three limes a bishop 
before hia martyrdom, which, together with his other be- 
haviour in this last character, satisfied the judge, and pro- 
cured him a passage to the blessed regions. 

I told him su<:h various characters must have produced 
incidents extremely entertaining; and if ho remembored 
all, I supposed he did, and had leisure, I should be obliged 
to him for the recital. He answered, he perfectly recol- 
lected every circumstance; and as to leisure, the only busi- 
ness of that happy place was to contribute to the happioesa 
of each other. He therefore thankeiJ me for adding to hit^ 
in proposing to him a method of indreasing mine. I then 
took my little darling in one hand, and my favourite fellow- 
traveler in the other, and going with him to s swuqr 
bank of flowers, we all sat down and he began as follovs: 

" I suppose you are sufficiently acquainted with my 
story, during the time I acted the part of the emperof 
Julian, though I assure you, all which hath been related of 
me is not true, particularly with regard to the many ptodi- 
pea forerunning my death. However, there are now tbij 
little worth disputing: and if they can serve any purpoM 
of the historian, they are extremely at his service. 

" My next entrance into the world, was at Laodicta in 
Syria, in a Homan family of no great note; and being of 
a roving disposition, I came at the age of seventeen to Coo- 
stantinople, where, after about a year's stay, t eet out for 
Thrace, at the time when the emperor Valeoa admitted tlM 
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Oolks into tbat country, I waa there so captivated with 
the beauty of a Gothic lady, the wife of one Rodoric a cap>- 
tain, whose name, out of the most delicate teudemesa for 
her lovely aex, I shall even at this distance conceal; aince 
her behaviour to me was most consistent with good-nature, 
than with that virtue which women are obliged to preserve 
against every assailant. In order to procure an intimacy 
witli this woman, I sold myself a slave to her husband, 
who, being of a nation not over-inclined to jealousy, pre- 
sented me to his wife, for those very reasons, which would 
have induced one of a jealous complexion to have with- 
held me from her, namely, for that I was young and hand- 
lome. 

" Matters succeeded so far according to my wish, and the 
sequel answered those hopes wliich this beginning had 
raised. I soon perceived my service was very acceptable 
to her, I often met her eyes, nor did she withdraw them 
without a confusion which is scarce consistent with entire 
purity of heart. Indeed, she gave me every day fresh en- 

H" aooragement, but the unhappy distance which circum- 

aices had placed between us deterred me long from mak- 

j[ any direct attack, and she was too strict an observer of 

decorum, to violate the severe rules of modesty by advancing 

first; but passion, at last, got the better of my respect, and 

I resolved to make one bold attempt, whatever was the oon- 

^flequence. Accordingly, laying hold of the first kind op- 
:unity, when she was alone, and my master abroad, I 
rntly assailed the citadel and carried it by storm. Well, 
mny I say by storm : for the resistance I met waa extremely 
resolute, and indeed, as much as the most perfect decency 
would require. She swore often she would cry out for 
help, but I answered, it was in vain, seeing there waa no 
person near to asHiat her; and probably she believed mc, 
for she did not once actually cry out, which if she had, I 

Iht very likely have been prevented. 
When she found her virtue thus subdued against hci 
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will, she patiently submitted to her fate, and qaietly snf- 
fered me a Icmg time to enjoy tbe most delicious fruita^f 
my victory : but envious fortune resolved to tuake me { 
dear price for my pleasure. Oae day in the niidst ol 
happiness, we were suddenly surprised by the unexpi 
return of her husband, who coming directly into his wife'f 
apartmeut, just allowed me time to creep under the bed. 
The disorder in which he found his wife might have sor- 
prisd a jealous temper ; but bis was so far otherwise, that 
possibly no mischief might have happened, had he not by 
a cross accident discovered my legs, which were not well 
hid. He immediately drew me out by them, and then turn- 
ing to his wife with a stem countenance, began to handle a 
weapon he wore by his side, with which I am pensnaded, 
he would have instantly dispatched her, had I oot very gsV 
lantly, and with many tmprecatious, asserted her inno- 
cence and my own guilt ; which, however, I protested bad 
hitherto gone no farther than design. She so well seconded 
my plea (for she was a woman of wonderful art,) that be 
was at length imposed upon; and now all his rage wu 
directed against me, threatening all manner of tortnrCd, 
which the poor lady was in too great a fright and coofs- 
sioQ to dissuade him from executing; and perhaps, if her 
concern for me had made her attempt it, it would bare 
raised a jealousy in him not afterwards to be removed. 

"After some hesitation, Godoric cried out, be had Indcily 
hit on tbe most proper punishment for me in the world, by 
a method which would at once do severe justice on me for 
my criminal intention, and at the same time prevent tob 
from any danger of executing my wicked purpose here- 
after. This cruel resolution was immediately executed, 
and I was no longer worthy tlie name of a man. 

" Having thus disqualified me from doing bim anv 

future injury, he still retained me in his family: bat the 

', very probably repenting of what she bad done. ao'I 

on me as the author of her guilt, would never, for 
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the future, give me either a kind word Dr look : and shortly 
after, a great exchange being made between the Koinans 
and the Gotha of dogs for men, my lady exchanged me with 
a Roman widow for a small lapdog, giving a considerable 
eiim of money to boot. 

" In this widow's service I remained seven yeara, dur- 
ing ail which time I was very barbarously treated. I was 
worked without the least mercy, and oftsn severely beat by 
a swinging maid servant, who never called me by any other 
names than those of the Thing and the Animal. Though I 
used my utmost industry to please, it never waa in my 
power. Neither the lady nor her woman would cat any 
thing I touched, saying, they did not believe me wholesome. 
It is unnecessary to repeat particulars; in a word, you can 
imagine no kind of ill usage which I did not suffer in this 
family, 

"At last, an heathen priest, an acquaintance of my lady's 
obtained me of her for a present. The scene was now total- 
ly changed, and I had as much reason to be satisfied with 
my present situation, as I had to lament my former. I 
was BO absolutely my master's favourite that the rest of the 
slaves paid me almost as much regard as they showed to 
him, well knowing, that it was entirely in my jKJwer to com- 
mand, and treat them aa I pleased. I was cntriisted with alt 
my master's secrets and used to assist him in privately con- 
veying away by night the sacrifices from the altars, which 
the people believed the deitiea theniaelvea devoured. UiK>n 
these we feasted very elegantly, nor could invention suggest 
a rarity which we did not pamjK^r ourselves with. Perhaps, 
you may admire at the cloae union bet^veen this priest and 
his slave: but we lived in an intimacy which the Christians 
tliought criminal : but my master, who knew the will of the 
gods, witli whom he told me he often conversed, assured mo 

it was perfectly innoceut, i 

^^^*' This happy life continued about four years, when my J^^M 
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master's death, cxx^sioned by a surfeit got by orerfoediBg 
oo several exquisite dainties, put an end to it 

" I DOW fell into the liauda of one of a reiy differeat dia- 
position, and thia was no other than the celebrated St. 
Chrysostome, who dieted me with sermons instead of sacri- 
fices, and filled my ears with good things, but not my belly. 
Instead of high food to fatten and pamper iny flosh, I had 
receipts to mortify and reduce it. With these I edified eo 
well, that within a few months I became a skeleton. How- 
ever, as he had converted me to his faitli, I was wetl enonf^ 
satisfied with this new manner of living; by which he 
taught me, I might insure myself an eternal rpwanl in a 
future state. The saint was a good-natured man, and nerei 
gave me an ill word but once, which was occasionod by nij 
neglecting to place Aristophanes, which was hia constat 
bedfellow, on his pillow. He was indeed, extremely food of 
that Greek poet, and frequently made me read his comedies 
to him : when I came bo any of the loose passages, he wooU 
smile, and say, Jt was piiy his matter was nol aa pure M 
his style; of which latter, he was so immoderately foQd,thit 
notwithstanding the detestation he expressed for obscenity, 
he hath made me repeat those passages ten times over. Th» 
character of this good man hath been very unjustly attat^d 
by his heathen cotemporaries, particularly with regard la 
women ; hut bis severe invectives against that sex, are hit 
sufficient justification. 

" From the services of this saint, from whom I received 
manumission, I entered into the family of Timadua, a 
leader of great eminence in the Imperial army, into wbon 
favour I so far insinuated myself that he preferred me to 
a good command and soon made me partaker of both his 
company and his secrets. I soon grew intoxicated with this 
preferment, and the more he loaded me with benefits, the 
more he raised my opinion of my own merit; which still 
ontatripping the rewards he conferred on me inspired mo 
rather with dissatisfaction than gratitude. And thus, by 
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preferring me beyond m.y merit or first expectation, be 
uiade mc an envious aspiring enemy, wbom perhaps, a 
more moderate bonnty would bare preserved a datifal 
servant 

" I fell now acquainted witb one Laciliua, a creature of 
the prime minister Eutropioa, who bad by bis farosr been 
raised to the post of a tribane; a man of low morals, and 
emineut only iu tliat meanest of qualities, cunning. This 
gentleman, imagining me a fit tool for tbe minister's por- 
poee, Laving oft^n sounded my principles of botionr and 
honesty, both wliieb be declared to me were words without 
meaning ; and finding my ready concorrenoe in his senti- 
ment^ TECommended me to Eutropina aa very proper to 
execute some wicked purposes be had contrived agatmit my 
friend Timasius. The minister embraoed this recommen* 
dation, and I was accordingly acquainted by Lociliiu 
(after some previous aocoonta of the great esteem Eutro- 
pius eiiterlaiueil of me, from tlie testimony be bad bomo 
lOf my part^) that be would introduce me to bim ; adding, 
it he was a great encourager of merit, and tltal I migbt 
ind upon bis favonr. 

I was with little diiBculty prevailed on to accept of this 

invitation. A late boor therefore the next evening being 

appointed, I attended my friend Lncilios to tbe minisLer'a 

houge. He received me witb tbe utmost civility and cbo«i^ 

iesa,and affected so much regard to me, that I, who know 

ling of these higli scenea of life, concluded I bad in 

a most disinterested friend, owing to tbe favourable 

rt which Luciliua had made of roe. I wan, however, 

cured of this opinion ; for immediately after ■uj>[>er, 

discourse turned on tbe injustice which tbe generality 

file world were guilty of in tlieir conduct to great men, 

:iDg that they aboold reward their private merit, 

lOut ever endcavoarin^^ to apply it to tbeir turn. What 

'i, said Eulropinn, /A« Ifiaminff, wit, eouriuje, or any 

le wkieh a man nwy be posarued of to me, unlett I 
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_ ive some benefit from ihem? Bath he ttol mom ■ 
to me, who doth my husitifss, and obeys my comm 
without any of fhe&e gualitiest I gave 3iich etitire satufcc- 
tion in my au9W(^ra on tliis head, that both the minisler and 
his creature grew bolder, and afttr some preface, began ta 
accuse TimaBiu9. At last, findiDg I did not attempt to de- 
fend him, LiiciliuB swore a great oath, that he waa out fit to 
live, and that he would df^troy bim. Eutropius aoswend, 
that it would be too dangerous a task; Indeed, e»y» be, 
his crimes are of so black a dye. and so well known to the 
emperor, that his death must be a very acceptable aerriee, 
and could not fail meeting a proper reward : but I qufMion 
whether you are capable of executing it. If he is not, eried 
I, / am; and surely, no man can have greater motives U> 
destroy him than myself: for, besides his disloyalty to mj 
prince, for whom I hare so perfect a duty, I have privtU 
disobligaiions to him. I have had fellows put over wuf 
head, to the great scandal of the service in general, and to 

my own prejudice and disappointment in partietilar. 1 

will not rei>eat you tny whole speech :but to be as concise u 
possible, when we parted that evening, the mimster 
Bqneezed me heartily by my hand, and with great cooimeih 
dation of my honesty, and assurances of his favor, be ap- 
pointed me the next evening to come to him alone; wbtn 
finding rae, after a little more scrutiny, ready for his par- 
pose, he proposed to me to accuse Timasius of high treason; 
promising me the hi^est rewards if I woald undertJiko it. 
The consequence to him I suppose, you know, waa niin: 
but what was it to rae ? Why truly, when I waited on Eu- 
tropius, for the fulfilling his promises, he received me with 
great distance and coldness; and on my dropping Kmne 
hints of my expectations from him, he affected not to 
imderstand me; saying, he thought impunity was the ut- 
most I could hope for.on discovering my accomplice, wboK 
offense was only in'eater than mine, as he was in a hi^Kr 
Btation ; and telling me he had great difficult to obtain A 
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pardon for me from the emperor, which, he said, be had 
struggled very hardly for, as he had worked the discovery 
out. of me. He turned away, and addressed huiuelf to 
another person. 

" I was so incensed at this treatment, that I resolved 
revenge, and should certainly have pursued it, had he not 
cautiously prevented me by taking effectual meana to dis- 
pntch me soon after out of the world. 

" You will, I believe, now tliiuk, I lead a aecond good 
chance, for the bottomless pit, and indeed Hinos seemed 
inclined to tumble me in, till he was informed of the 
revenge taken on me by Rodoric, and my seven years subee- 
queut servitude to the widow; which he thought BufBcient 
to make atonement for all the crimes a single life cottld 
admit of, and so sent me back to try my fortune a third 
time." 



r CHAPTER XI. ^1 

fehiA Julian relate* hia adventures in the diaractvr «/ cm 
avariciouM Jew. 
'* The next diaractcr in which I was destined to appear ^^^ 
in the fli'ah, was that of an avaricious Jew. I was bom in ^^| 
Alexandria in Egypt. My name was Balthazar. Nothing ^^M 

Every remarkable happened to me till the year of the mem- ^^M 
ble tumult, in which the Jews of that city are reported ^^H 
listory to have masaacreed more Christians than at that ^^| 
e dwelt in it. Indeed, the truth is, they did maul the ^^^ 
dogs pretty handsomely ; but I myself was not present, for 
as all our people were ordered to be armed, I took that 
^opportunity of selling two swords, which probably I might 
^Bttkerwise never have disposed of, Ihey being extremely 
^^pd and rusty: so that having no weapon left, I did not 
^^we to venture abroad. Besides, though I really thoii^t 
it an act meriting salvation to mnrder the Nazarine.'*, as 
the fact was to be committed at midnight, at which time, 
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to avoid suspicion, we were all to sail; from < 
houses ; I cannot persuade myself to consume ao tnudl fl 
in Bitting up till that hour: for theee reasons therefore^ I 
remained at home that evening. 

" I was at this time greatly enamoured with one Hy- 
patia, the daughter of a philoeopfaer; a young lady of 
the greatest lieauty and merit : indeed, she had every ima- 
ginahle ornament both of mind and hody. She seemed tMt 
to dislike my person :but there wpre two obstmctiona to our 
marriage, viz. my religion and her poverty: both wfaidi 
might probably have been got over, had not those dogs the 
Christians murdered her; and, what is worse, afterwsrdi 
hiimt her body; worse, I say, because I lost by that mean* 
a jewel of some value, which I had presented to her, de- 
signing, if our nuptials did not take place, to demaod it of 
her back again. 

" Being thus disappointed in my love, I soon after left 
Alexandria, and went to the lm[>erial city, where I appre- 
hended I should £nd a good market for jewels on the ap- 
proaching marriage of the emperor with Athenais. I 
disguised myself as a beggar on this journey, for these ret- 
sons: first, as I imagined I should thus carry my jewek 
with greater safety; and secondly, to lessen my expenses: 
which latter expedient succeeded so well, that I be^ed two 
oboli on my way more than my traveling cost me, my diet 
being chiefly roots, and my drink water. 

"But, perhaps, it had been better for me if I bad been 
more lavish, and more expeditious : for the ceremony mf 
over before I reached Constantinople; so that I lost that 
glorious opportimity of disposing of my jewels, with which 
many of our people were greatly enriched. 

" The life of a miser is very little worth relating, as it i* 
one constant scheme of getting or saving money. I Bball, 
therefore, repeat to you some few only of my advento 
witliout regard to any order. 

"A Boman Jew, who was a great lover of Ft! 



Fal«^H 



WORLD TO TUB SEXT, de. 

wine, and who iodnlgeti bimj^elf very frwlj with it, camo to 1 
dine at my house ; when knowing he should meol with little J 
wine, and that of the cheaper sort, sent me in half a dozen f 
jars of Falernian. Can j-ou believe I would not give tliia j 
man his own wine! Sir, I adulterated it so, that I niodo 
six jars of them ; throe, which he and his friend drank ; the 
other three I afterwards sold to the very person who orig- 
inally sent them me, knowing he would give a hetter prico 
then any other. 

"A noble Boman came one day to my house in the coun- 
try, which I had purchased, for half the value, of a dia- ! 
tressed person. My neighbors paid him tlic compliniont of 1 
Bome music, on which account, when he departed, ho left a [ 
piece of gold with me, to be distributed among thom. I 
pocketed this money, and ordered them a eiuall vessel of 
Bour wine, which I could not have sold for abovo two drach- 
maa, and afterwards made them pay in work tlireo timea 
the value of it. 

"Afl I was not entirely void of religion, though I pr> I 
tended to infinitely more than I had, bo I endeavoured to 
reconcile my transactions to my conscience as well as [w** 
sible. Thus I never invited any one to eat with me, but 
those on whose pockets I had some design. After our col- 
lation, it was constantly my metliod to i*et down in a liook I 
kept for that purpose, what I thouglit they owed me, for 
their meaL Indeed, tliis was generally a hundred times 
aa much as they could have dined clsewhrrc fm: but, how* 
ever, it was quid pro quo if not ad valorem. Now, wlten* 
ever the opportunity offered of impo«ing oo tbeut, I <y«* 
siderot it only aa paying myself what they owed i»e ; in* 
deed, I did not always confine my»elf itrictJy to what I hBd 
set down, however extravagant that wa«; bat I neoodlwl 
taking the overplus to myself aa luanoe; 

'* Eut I was not only cunnir^ for othcra, I t^tauflimm 
overreached myselt I have coatractctJ dimmtyiTt i't* 
want of food amd warmth, which lure put tne Vt tlw , 
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expense of a physician ; Day, I once very narrowly escaped 
death by taking had drags, only to save one eeven-eigbtli 
per cent, in the price, 

" By these, and such like means, in the midst of poverty, 
and every kind of distress, I aaw myself master of an im- 
mense fortune: tLe casting up and mminating on whidi 
was my dally and only pleasure. This was however 
ohetructed and embittered by two con a iterations, wbidt 
against my will often invaded my Ihou^ts. One would 
have been intolerable (but that indeed seldom troubled 
me) was, that I must one day leave my darliitg treasure. 
The other haunted me continually, viz. that my riches were 
no greater. However, I comforted myself against this 
reBection, by an assurance that they would increase daily: 
on which head, my hopes were so extensive, that X may aay 
with Virgil. 

nis ego nee metas rerum nee tempora pono. 
" Indeed, I am convinced that had I posseseed the wholfl 
globe of earth, save one single drachma, which I had been 
certain never to be master of, I am convinced, I say, that 
single drachma, would have given me more naeasiiien 
than all the rest could afford me pleaaure. 

" To say the truth, between my solicitude in contriving 
schemes to procure money, and ray extreme anxiety in pre- 
serving it, I never had one moment of ease while awake, 
nor of quiet when in my Bleep. In all the obarat 
through which I have passed, I have never undergone 
the misery I suffered in this, and indeed Minos g 
to be of the same opinion: for while I stood trembling^ 
shaking in expectation of my sentence, he bid me go bacic 
about my business ; for that nobody was to be d — n'<l i 
more worlds than one. And, indeed, I h 
that the devil will not receive a miser." 
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^^ The next step I took into the world wss at AppoDoniji 
in Thrace ; ndiere I was bom of a beaodfal Gred^ aUre, 
who was the mistress of Eutrdies, a great £ar<Mirite of the 
emperor Zeno. That prince, at his lestaratioii, gave me 
the command of a edbort, I being then but fifteen rears of 
age; and a little afterwards, before I had eren seen an 
army, preferred me, over the heads of all the old oflfeers, 
to be a tribuna 

^^As I found an easy access to the emperor, by means of 
my father's intimacr^ with him, he being a Terr good cour- 
tier, or, in other words, a most prostitute flatterer; so I 
soon ingratiated myself with Zeno and so well imitated 
my father in flattering him, that he would never part with 
me from about his person. So that the first armed force I 
ever beheld, was that with which Martian surrounded the 
palace, where I was then shut up with the rest of the court* 

^^ I was afterwards put at the head of a l^on, and or- 
dered to march into Syria, with Theodoric the Goth ; that 
is, I mean my l^on was so ordered : for, as to myself, I 
remained at court, with the name and pay of a general, 
without the labour or the danger. 

"As nothing cotild be more gay, f. e. debauched, than 
Zeno's courts so the ladies of gay disposition had great 
sway in it ; particularly one, whose name, was Fousta, who, 
though not extremely handsome, was by her wit and 
spri^tliness very agreeable to the emperor. With hor 1 
lived in good correspondence, and we together dispoBf^d of 
all kinds of commissions in the army, not to those who had 
most merits but who would purchase at the highest rate. 
My levee was now prodigiously thronged by officers, who 
returned from the campaigns; who, though tlioy might 
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have been convinced bv daily example, bow ineffectaal a 
recoDiDieudatiou tbeir scrrices were, still continued ittde- 
fatigablo in attendance, and behaved to me with as modi 
oteervance and respect, as I should have been entitled to, 
for making their fortunes, while I suS^ed tbetn and thnr 
families to starve. 

" Several pools, likewise, addre^ed verses to me, in 
which they celebrated my military achievcnteots ; and 
what, perhaps, may seem strange to ua at present, I re- 
ceived all this incense with most greedy vanity, without 
once reflecting, that I lUd not deserve these compliments, 
they should rather put me in mind of my defects. 

" My father was now dead, and I became 8o Jiheolute in 
the emjieror's grace, thut on© unacquainted with courts 
oonld scarce believe tlie servility with which all ktoda of 
persons, who entered the nails of the palace^ behav^ to- 
wards me. A bow, a smile, a nod from me, as I pa«ed 
through cringing crowds, were esteemed aa signal favours, 
but a gracious word made any one happy ; and, indeed, bid 
this real bene&t attending it, that it drew on the pereon, on 
whom it was bestowed, a very great degree of respect from 
all others; for these are of current valao in courts, and like 
notes in trading communities, are assignable from one to 
the other. The smile of a court favourite immediately raises 
the person who receives it, and givea a value to his smile 
when conferred on an inferior : thus the smile is transferred 
from one to the other, and the great man at last is the 
person to discount it. For instance, a very low fellow bath 
a desire for a place. To whom is he to apply t Not to the 
great man ; for to him he hath no access. He therefore 
applies to A, who is the creature of B, who ia the tool of 
C, who ia the flatterer of D, who ia the catamite of £, who 
is the pimp of F, who is the bully of G, who ia the bnffooD 
of I, who is the husband of K, who is the whore of L, who 
is tho bastard of M, who is the instrument of the frreat 
man. Thus the smile dcecending regularly from tho great 
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man to A, is discounted back again, snd at lust paid by tlie 
great man. 

" It is manifest, that a court would Bubeist as difficulty 
without thia kind of coin, as a trading city without paper 
credit. Indeed, they differ in this, that their value la not 
quite BO certain, and a favourite may protest bis amlle 
without the danger of bankruptcy. 

" In the midst o£ all thia glory, the emperor died, and 
Anastasius waa preferred to the crown. As it was yet uncer- 
tain whetiier 1 Bhould not continue in favour, I was re- 
ceived 03 usual at my entrance into tlie palace, to pay my 
respects to the new emi:>eror ; but I was no sooner rumped 
by him, tlian I received the same compliment from all the 
rest ; the whole room, like a regiment of aoldiers, turning 
their backs to me all at once, my amile now was become of 
equal value with the note of a broken banker, and every 
one waa as cautious not to receive it. 

" I made as nincJi haste as possible from the court, and 
shortly after from the city, retreating to the place of my 
nativity, where I spent the remainder of my days in a 
retired life in husbandry, the only amusement for which 
I was qualified, having neither learning nor virtue. 

" When I came to the gate, Minos again seemed at first 
doubtful, but at length dismissed me, saying, though I bad 
been guilty of many heinous crimes, in as much as I bad, 
though a general, never been concerned in spilling human 
blood, I might return again to earth. 

" I was now again bom in Alexandria, and, by great acci- 
dent entering, into tJie womb of my daugbter-in-law, came 
forth my own grandson, inheriting that fortune which I 
had before amassed. 

" Extravagance was now as notoriously my vice, as ava- 
rice had been formerly ; and I spent, in a very short life, 
what had cost me the labour of a very long one to rake to- 
gether. Perhaps, you will think my present condition waa 
more to be envied than my former, but upon my word ' 
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mry little so; for, hy posseanitig evDiytluDg almost h 
desired it, I could hardly ever B*y, 1 enjovcd my wiifcn 
scarce ever knew the delight of Battafying a cravin^J 
petite. Besides, as I never once thought, my mind i 
less to me, and I was an absolute straugtr to nil the | 
utes arising from it. Nor, indeed, did my edud 
qualify me for any deKcacy in other enjoyinenta : so tlut 
io the midst of plenty I loathed everjthing. Ta«tc for 
elegance, I had none; and the greatest of corporeal Missa 
I felt no more from, than the lowest animal. In a word, aa 
while a miser, I bad plenty without daring to use it, m 
DOW I had it without appetite. 

" Cut if I was not very happy in the height of my eDJoj- 
ment, so I afterwards became perfectly miserable; bein; 
Boon overtaken by disease, and reduced to distress, till at 
length, with a broken constitution, and broken heart, I 
ended my wretched days iu a jail : nor can I think the aon- 
tenoe of Minos too mild, who condemned me, after haring 
taking a large dose of avarice, to wander throe years on tho 
banks of Cocytua, with the knowledge of having spent the 
fortune in the person of tho grandson, which I bad raised 
in that of the grandfather. 

" The place of my birth, on my return to the world, waa 
Constantinople, where my father was a carpenter, 
first thing I remember was, the triumph of Bellsi 

which was, indeed, a most noble sliow : but nothing pie 

me so much as the figure of Gelimcr, king of the Afrien 
Vandals, who being led captive on this occasion, reflecting 
with disdain on the mutation of his own foriane, and on 
the ridiculous empty pcmp of the conqueror, cried out, 

VaNITT, V,l>-ITY, ALL IS MEKE TASITT. 

*' I was bred up to my father's trade, and yon may easily 
believe so low a sphere could produce no adventores wtwth 
your notice. However, I married a woman I Uked, and 
who proved a very tolerable wife. My days were passed 
in hard labour, but this procured me health, and I enjoyed 
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a homely supper at ni^t with my wife, with more pleasure 
than I apprdiend greater persoiis find at their hixnrioaa 
meals. My life had scarce any rariety in it, and at my 
death, I advanced to Minos with great confidence of enter- 
ing the gate : but I was unhappily obliged to discover some 
frauds I had been guilty of in the measure of my work, 
when I worked by the foot, as well as my laziness, when 
I was employed by the day. On which account, when I 
attempted to pass, the angry judge laid hold on me by the 
shoulders, and turned me back so violently, that had I had 
a neck of flesh and bone, I believe he would have broke it." 



CHAPTER XIEL 

•TulKm jxuKf Into a Ibp. 

'^ My scene of action was Rome. I was bom into a noble 
family, and heir to a considerable fortune. On which my 
parents, thinking I should not want any talents, resolved 
very kindly and wisely to throw none away upon me. The 
only instructors of my youth were therefore one Saltator, 
who taught me several motions for my 1^ ; and one Fieus, 
whose business was to show me the cleanest way (as he 
called it) of cutting off a man's head. When I was well 
accomplished in these sciences, I thought nothing more 
wanting, but what was to be furnished by the several 
mechanics in Rome, who dealt in dressing and adorning 
the pope. Being, therefore, well equipped with all which 
their art could produce, I became at the age of twenty a 
complete finished beau. And now during forty-five years 
I dressed, I sang and danced, and danced and sang, I 
bowed and ogled, and ogled and bowed, till, in the sixty- 
sixth year of my age, I got cold by overheating myself with 
dancing, and died* 

'^ Minos told me as I was unworthy of Elysium, so I was 

too insignificant to be damned, and therefore bade me walk 

back again.'' 
W— x8 
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CHAPTEK XIV. 
Adventitm in Ikepermm of a Monk, 

" FoKTPNE now placed me in tlie cliaracter of a j 
brother of a go«id Iiouse, nnd I was in my yonth t 
scboo) ; but Ifaraing was now at so low an ebb, that my 
master himself could hardly constme a stsnt^^nce of Latto; 
aud as for Greek, he could not read it. With very littlf 
knowledge therefore, and with altc^ther aa little virtne, 
I was set apart for the church, and at the proper age oont* 
menced monk. I lived many years retired in a wJl, a life 
very agreeable to the gloomincBB of my temper, whidi was 
much inclined to despise the world ; that ia, in other wordc^ 
to envy all men of superior fortune and quali ficatiou, 
and in general to hate and detest the human species. Not- 
withstanding which, I could, on proper occasions, submit 
to flatter the vilest fellow in nature, which I did ooe 
Stephen an eunuch, a favourite of the emiicror Justin- 
ian II, one of the wickedest wretches whom perhaps the 
world ever saw. I not only wrote a panegyric on thia mio, 
but I commended him as a pattern to all others in my 
sermons, by which means I so greatly ingratiated mys^ 
with him, that he introduced me to the emperor's preaencc, 
where I prevailed so far by the same methods, that I was 
shortly taken from my cell, and preferred to a place at 
court I was no sooner established in the favoor of Justin- 
ian, than I prompted him to all kind of cruelty. As I was 
of a sour, morose temper, and hated nothing mor« than the 
symptoms of happiness appearing in any countenance, I 
represented ell kind of diversion and amosenient as the 
most horrid sins. I inveighed against cheerfulness as levi- 
ty, and encouraged nothing but gravity, or to confess the 
truth to you, hypocrisy. The unhappy emperor followed 
my advice, and incensed the people by such repeated bar- 
barities, that he was at last deposed by them and banisbed. 
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" I now retired again to my cell (for histnrians mistake 
in saying I was put to death), where I rciiiaiuGd safe from 
the danger of the irritated mob, whom I cursed in my own 
heart, as much as they could curse me. 

" Juslinian, after three years of his banishment, returned 
to Constantinople in disguise, and paid mo a visit. I at 
first affected nut to know him, and without the least com- 
punction of gratitude for his former favours, intended not 
to receive him, till a thought immodiately BUggefiting itself 
to me, how I might convert him to ray advantage, I pre- 
tended to recollect him ; and blaming the shortness of my 
memory and badness of my eyes I sprung forward and 
embraced him with great affection. 

"ify design was to betray him to Apeimar, who, I 
doubted not, would generously reward such a service. I 
therefore very earnestly requested him to gi>end the whole 
evening with me; to whicli he consented. I formed an 
excuse for leaving him a few minutes, and ran away to the 
palace to acquaint Apsimar with the guest whom I had then 
in my cell. lie presently ordered a guard to go with me 
and aeize him : but whether the length of my stay gave him 
any suspicion, or whetlier he changed his purpose after my 
l^t parture, I know not: for at my return, we found he had 
ns the slip; nor could we with the most diligent 
discover him. 
' Ap^nar being disappointed of his prey, now raged at 
at first denouncing the most dreadful vengeance, if I 
1 not produce the deposed monarch. However, by 900th- 
bis passion when at the highest, and aftemarda by 
Bting and flattery, I made a shift to (sjcnpe his fury. 
'WhenJuatinianwaarostored,! very confidently went to 
wi«h him joy of his restoration : but it seems he had unfor- 
(unnti;ly heard of my treachery, so that he at first received 
me coldly, and afterwards upbraided me openly witlt what 
^~" ' " ~ erved stoutly in denying it, as I knew 

'. produced against me; till finding him 
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irrecoucilalitc, I betook tnyBcIf to reviling Uim ml 
sermons, aud on everv other oocosion, as «n enemy t 
cburel], and good men, and as an infidel, an heretic, i 
atheist, a heathen, and an Arian. This I did immediately 
on bia return, and before be gave those flagrant proofs o{ 
his inhumanity, which afterwarda sufficiently vertGod ail 
I had said. 

" Luckily, I died ou the same day, when a great number 
of those forces which Justinian had sent against the 
Thracian Bosphorous, and who hnd executed eiich unbeard- 
of cruelties there, perished. As every one of these was east 
into the bottomless pit, AUnoa was so tired with oondemnt- 
tioQ, that he proclaimed that all present, who bad not been 
concerned in that bloody expedition, might, if they pleasei^ 
return to the other world. I took him at his word, | 
presently turning about, began my journey." 



CHAPTER XV. 

Jvtian pattea into the ehanusUr of t 
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" BoME was now the seat of my nativity. My mother WW 
tn African, a .^vomau of no great beauty, but a favourite, I 
suppose from her piety, to pope Gregory II. Who was my 
father, I know not ; but I believe no very considerable man ; 
for after the death of that pope, who was, out of his reU^ 
ion, a very good friend of my mother, we fell into great 
distress, and were at length reduced to walk the streets ol 
Rome ; nor had either of us any other support bat a fiddle, 
on which I played with pretty tolerable skill : for as my 
genius turned naturally to music, so I hsd been io my 
youth very early instructed at the expense of the good 
pope. This afforded ua but a very poor livelihood: for 
though I had often a numerous crowd of hearers, few ever 
thought themselves obliged to contribute the BmaUest pit- 
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tance to the poor etarving «Tetch who had given them 
jileasurc. Nay, some of the graver sort, after an hour's 
attention to my music, have gone away shaking their heads, 
and crying, it was a shame such vagabonds were suffered 
to stay in the city. 

" To say the truth, I am confident the fiddle would not 
have kept us alive, had we entirely depended on the gener- 
osity of my hearers. My mother therefore was foR-ed to 
use her own industry; and while I was soothing the ears of 
the crowd, she applied to their pockets, and that generally 
with such good success that we now began to enjoy a very 
comfortable subsistence ; and indeed, had wc had the least 
prudence or forecast, might have soon acquired enough to 
enable us to quit this dangerous and dishonourable way of 
life : but I know not what is the reason, that money got with 
Inlwr and safety is constantly preserved, while the produce 
of danger and ease is commonly spent as easily, and often 
as wickedly, as acquired. Thus we proportioned our 
expenses rather by what we had than what wc wanted, or 
even desired; and on obtaining a considerable l)Ooty, wc 
hare even forced nature into the most profligate extrava- \ 
gance; and have been wicked without inclination. 

" We carried on this method of thievery for a long time 

without detection : but as Fortune generally leaves persons 

of extraordinary ingenuity in the lurch at last ; so did she 

UH : for my poor mother was taken in the fact, and together 

n-ith myself, as her accomplice, hurried before a magie- I 

trate. 

H " Luckily for ua, the person wlio was to bo our judge, was 

Hp^ greatest lover of music in the whole city, and had often 

BwDt for me to play to him, for which, as he had given me 

^^re»7 small rewards, perhaps his gratitude now moved him: 

bat, whatever was hia motive, he browbeat the informers 

against us, and treated their evidence withao little favour, 

that their mouths were soon stopped, and we dismissed with 

honour; acquitted, I should rather have said: for we were 
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not suffered to depart, till I had giTen tbe judge aorenl 
tunes on the fiddle. 

" Wo escaped the better on this occasion, bec«aw the per- 
son robbed happened to be a poet; which gave tbe judge, 
who was a facetious person, man; opportunities of jesting. 
He said, poets and musicians should agree together, seeing 
they bad married sisters; which ho afterwarda explained 
to be tbe sister arts. And when the piece of gold was pr(^ 
duced, be burst into a loud laugh, and said it must be the 
golden age, when poets had gold in their pockets, and in 
that age, there could be no robbers. He made many 
jests of the same kind, but a small taste will suffioo. 

" It is a common saying that men aliould take wamil 
any signal delivery ; but I cannot approve the justiee 
for to me it seems, that the acquittal of a guilty i 
should rather inspire him with confidence, and it had tliia 
eSect on ua: for wo now laughed nt the law, and despised 
its punishments, which we found were to be escaped eren 
against positive evidence. We imagined the late cxunpli) 
was rather a warning to the accuser than tbe criminal, end 
accordingly proceeded in the most impudent and flagitious 
manner. 

" Among other robberies, one night being admitted bythe 
servants into the bouse of an opulent priest, my mother 
took an opportunity, whilst the servants were dancing to 
my tunes, to convey away a silver vessel ; this she did with- 
out the least sacrilegious intention: but it stains tbe cup, 
which was a pretty large one, was dedicated to holy otea, 
and only borrowed by the priest on an entertainment which 
he made for some of his brethren. We were immediately 
pursued upon this robbery (the cup being taken in our pce- 
seeaion), and carried before the same magistrate, who bad 
before behaved to ns with so much gentlenes.'' : but hia coao- 
tenance was now changed ; for tbe moment the priest ap- 
peared against us, his eeverity was as remarkaUe 
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^■Bandor had becu I)cforo, and no were both ordered to be 
^^■Eripped and whipped tlirough tlie strcetH. 

" Thifl sentence was excuted with great severity, the 
prieat himself attending and encouraging the executioner, 
which he said he did for the good of our aouls: but though 
our backs were both flayed, neither my mother's torments 
nor my own afflicted me so much, as the indignity offered 
to my poor fiddle, which waa carried in triumph before 
me, and treated with a contempt by the multitude, intimat- 
ing a great scorn for the science I had the honour to pro- 
fess ; which, aa it is one of the noblest inventions of men, 
and aa I had been always in the highest degree proud of 
my excellence in it, I suffered so much from the ill-treat- 
. . juent my fiddle received, that I would have given all my 
^■jUnainder of skin to have preserved it from this affront. 
^H "My mother survived the whipping a very short time ; and 
' T was now reduced to great distress and misery, till a young 
Roman of considerable rank took a fancy to me, received 
me into his family, and conversed with me iu the utmost 

E'-Tiiliarity, He had a violent attachment to music, and 
aid learn to play on the fiddle : but through want of gen- 
for the science, he never made any considerahlc 
^irogreaa. However, I flattered his performance, and he 
grew extravagantly fond of me for so doing. Had I con- 
tinued this behaviour, I might possibly have repeaod the 
K0reatest advantages from his kindness: but I had raised 
I^Ub own opinion of his musical abilities so high, that he now 
^W Wgtn to prefer his skill to mine, a presumption I could not 
^^(ear. One day aa we were piayiug in concert he waa hor- 
ribly out ; nor was it possible, aa he destroyed the harmony, 
lo avoid telling him of it. Instead of receiving my correc- 
tion, he answered, it was my blunder, and not hia, and that 
I had mistaken the key. Such an affront from my own 
scholar was beyond human patience; I flew into a violent 
passion, I flung down my instrument in a rage, and 
I was not to be taught music at my age. He answered with 
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M moch warmUi, nor n-as he to be instructed hy a etrolling 
fiddler. The iliepule ended in a <.-haUcn^ to play a pri» 
before Judges. This wager was determined in my fivor; 
bat the purchase was a dear one; for I lost luy friend hj 
it, who now twitting me with all hia kindne^ with my 
former ignominious punishment, and the destitute condi- 
tion from which I had been by his bounty rellered, dis- 
carded TOO forever. 

" While I lived with this gentleman, I became knmni, 
among others, to Sabina, a lady of distinction, and who 
valued herself much on her taste for music She no aocner 
heard of my being discarded than she took me into her 
house, where I was extremely well clothed and f«d. Not- 
withstanding which, my situation was far from agreeable: 
for I was obliged to submit to her constant reprehensioiu 
before company, which gave me the greater imeasisea^ 
because tliey were always wrong; nor am I certain that she 
did not by these provocations contribute to my death; for 
as experience had taught me to give up my reaeotnient 1a 
my bread, so my passions, for want of outward vent, preyed 
inwardly on my vitals, and perhaps occasioned the disteoh 
per of which I sickened. 

" Tlie lady,who,amidst all the faults she foimd,wasv^j 
fond of me ; nay, probably was the fonder of me tlie more 
faults she found; immediately called in the aid of time 
celebrated physicians. The doctors (being vfdl fee'd 
made me seven visits in three days; and two of tT 
at the door to visit me the eighth time, when, I 
quainted that I was just dead, they shook their heads i 
departed. 

"AVhen I came to Minos, he asked me with a i 
whether I had brought my fiddle with me; and, net 
an answer in the negative, he bid me get about ray 
iiesa, saying, it was well for me that the devil wa^ oo 
of music." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
The hittoT]/ of the Wi»e Man, 

" I NOW returned to Rome, but in a very different ehai^ 
Fortune had now allotted me a serious part to act. 
[ lind even in my infancy a grave diepoaition, nor was I 
ever seen to smile; which infused an opinion into all about 
me, that I was a child of great solidity: aome foreseeing 
that I should be a judge, and others a biehop. At two years 
old my father presented me with a rattle, which I broke to 
pieces with great indignation. This, the good parent being 
extremely wise, regarded as an eminent symptom of ray 
wisdom, and cried out in a kind of ecstasy, ' Well said, 
boy I I warrant tliou makest a great man.' 

"At school, I could never be persuaded to play with my ' 
mates : not that I spent my hours in learning, to which I 
was not in the least addicted, nor indeed had I any talents 
for it. However, the solemnity of my carriage won so 
much on my master, who was a most sagacious person, that 
I was his chief favourite, and my example on all occasions 
was reconunended to the other boys, which filled them with 
envy, and me with pleasure; but though they envied me, 
they all paid me that involuntary respect, which it is the 
curse attending this person to bear towards its object. 

" I had now obtained universally the character of a very 
wise young man, which I did not altogether purchase with- 
out pains; for the restraint I laid on myself in abstaining 
from the several diversions adapted to my years, cost me 
many a yearning : but the pride which I inwardly enjoyed 
in the fancied dignity of my character, made me some 
amends. 

" Thus I past on, without anything very memorable hap- 
pening to me, till I arrived at the age of twenty-three; 
when nnfortunately I fell acquainted with a young Nea- 
politan lady, whose name was Ariadne. Her beauty was 
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80 exquisite, that ber firet sight nisde a violent impre^oo 
OD me; thifl was again improved by her bcbavioor, whidi 
was moat genteel, easy, and affable: lastly, her conversa- 
tion completed the conquoet In this she diacovercd i 
Btrong and lively understanding, with the sweetest and most 
benign temper. This lovely creature was about eighteen 
when I first unhappily beheld her at Rome, in a visit to a 
relation, with whom I had great intimacy. As our inter- 
views at first were extremely frequent, my paaaions mre 
captivated before I apprehended the least danger; und the 
sooner, probably, aa the young lady herself, to whom I 
eonsulted every method of reeommeodation, was not dis- 
pleased with my being her admirer. 

" Ariadne having spent three months at Rome, now re- 
turned to Naples, bearing my heart with her ; on the other 
hand,I had all the assurances, consistent with the constraint 
under which the moat perfect modesty lays a young woman, 
that her ou'n heart was not entirely unaffected. I soon 
found her absence gave me an uneasiness not easy to be 
borne, or to remove, I now first applied to diversions (of 
the graver sort, particularly to music), but in vain; they 
rather raised my desires, and heightened my anguish. My 
passion at length grew so violent, that I began to think of 
satisfying it. As the first step to this, I cautiously enquired 
into the circtumstancea of Ariadne's parents, with wkidi 
I was hitherto unacquainted: though, indeed, I did DOt 
apprehend they were extremely great, notwithstanding tlw 
handsome appearance of tlieir daughter at Rome. Upon 
examination, her fortune exceeded my expectation ; bnt was 
not sufliciout to justify ray marriage with her, iu the opin- 
ion of the wise and prudent. I had now a violent atruggltt 
between wisdom and happiness, in which, after serenl 
grievous pange, wisdom got the better. I oonld by no 
means prevail with myself to sacrifice that characler of 
profound wisdom, which I had with ench nnifonn oondoet 
obtained, and with auch caution hitlierto preser^'ed. I 
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therefore resolved to conquer my afTection, whatever it 
cost me ; aad indeed it did not cost me a little. 

"While I waa engaged in this conflict (for it lasted a long 
time,) Ariadne returned to Eorae: her presence was a ter- 
rible enemy to my wisdom, which even in her absence had 
witli great di£Bcu!ty stood its ground. It seems (as she 
hath since told me in Elyaium with much merriment) I 
had made the same impressions on her which she had made 
on me. Indeed, I believe my wisdom would have been 
totally subdued by this surprise, had it not cunningly sug^ 
gested to me a method of satisfying my passion without 
doing any injury to my reputation. This was by engaging 
her privately as a mistress, which was at that time reputa- 
ble enough at Rome, provided the affair was managed with 
an air of slyness and gravity, though the secret was known 
to the whole city. 

" I immediately set about this project, and employed 
every art and engine to effect it I had particularly bribed 
her priest, and an old female acquaintance and distant rela- 
tion of hers into my interest: but all was in vain; her vir- 
tue opposed the passion in her breast, as strongly as wisdom 
bad opposed it in mine. She received my proposals with 
the utmost disdain, and presently refused to see or hear 
from me any more. 

" She returned again to Naples, and left me in a worse 
condition than before. My days I now passed with the 
most irksome uneasiness, end my nights were restless and 
sleepless. The story of our amour was now pretty public, 
and the ladiea talked of our match as certain; but my 
acqiiiiintance denied their assent, saying, No, no, he ia 
too wise to marry so imprudently. This their opinion gave 
me, I own, very great pleasure : but to say the truth, scaroe 
compensated the pangs I suffered to preserve it. 

" One day, while I waa balancing with myself, and had 
almost resolved to enjoy my happiness, at the price of my 
character, a friend brought me word, that Ariadne was 
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□urried. Tbia news struck me to the sool ; and thongfa I 
had resolution enough to matntaiD my gravity before him 
(for which I suffered not a little the more), the momest 
I was alone, I threw myself into the nioet violent fit of 
despair, and would willingly have parted with wisdom, 
fortune, and everything else to have retrieved her: bat 
that was impossible, and I had now nothing bat time to 
hope a cure from. This was very tedious in performing 
it, and the longer as Ariadne had married a Roman cava- 
lier, was now become my near neighbour, and I had the 
mortification of seeing her make the heat of wives, and of 
having the happiness, which I had lost, every day before 
my eyes. 

" If I suffered so much on account of my wisdom, in hav- 
ing refused Ariadne, I was not much more obliged to it 
for procuring me a rich widow, who was recommended U> 
me by an old friend, as a very prudent match, and, indeed, 
so it was; her fortune being superior to mine, in the same 
proportion as that of Ariadine had been inferior. I there- 
fore embraced this proposal, and my character of wisdom 
Boon pleaded so effectually for me with the widow, who 
was herself a woman of great gravity and discretion, that I 
80on succeeded; and as soon as decency woald permit (of 
which this lady was the stricteat observer), we were mar- 
ried, being the second day of tlie second week, of the seoood 
year, after her huaband's death: for she said, sbo thon^t 
some period of time above the year had a great air of de- 
corum. 

" But, prudent as this lady was, she made me miserable. 
Her person was far from being lovely ; but her temper wa» 
intolerable. During fifteen years' habitation, I never 
passed a single day without heartily cursing her, and Um 
hour in which we came together. The only comfort I 
received, in the midst of the highest torments, was 1 
continually hearing the prudence of my match c 
by all my acquaintance. 
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" Thua you ace, in the affairs of love, I bought Iho repu- 
tation of wisdom pretty dear. In other nialft-rs, I had it 
somewhat cheaper ; not that hypocriBj, which was the price 
I gave for it, givce one no pain. I have refused myself a 
thousand little amusements with a feigned contempt, while 
I have really had an inclination to them. I have often 
almost choked myself to restrain from laughing at a jest, 
and (which was perhaps to myself the least hurtful of all 
my hypocrisy) have heartily enjoyed a book in my closet, 
which I have spoke with detestation of in public. To auin 
up my history in short, as I had few adventures worth 
remembering, my whole life was one constant lie; and 
happy would it have been for mo, if I could as thoroughly 
have imposed on myself, as I did on others: for retlection, 
at every turn, would often remind mo I was not so wise aa 
people thought me; and this considerably embittered the 
pleasure I received from the public commendation of my 
wisdom. This self-admonition, like a memento mori or mor- 
talia es, must be, in my opinion, a very dangerous enemy to 
flattery ; indeed, a weight sufficient to counterbalance all the 
false praise of the world. But whether it be, that the gen- 
erality of wise men do not reflect at all, or whether they 
have, from a constant imposition on others, contracted such 
a habit of deceit as to deceive themselves, I will not deter- 
mine : it is, I believe, most certain that very few wise men 
know themselves what fools they are more than the world 
doth. Good gods I could one but see what passes in the 
closet of wisdom I bow ridiculous a sight must it be to be- 
hold the wise man, who despises gratifying his palate, 
devouring custard; the sober wise man with bia drara- 
bottlc; or, the anticarnalist (if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression) chuckling over a b — dy book or picture, and per- 
hape caressing his housemaid 1 

But to conclude a character, in which I apprehend I 
s absurd a ligure, as in any in which I trod the stage 
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of earth, mj wisdom at last put an end to itself; that is, 
oocasioQed m; dissolution. 

"A relation of mine in the eastern part of tlie erapira dis- 
inherited his son, and left me his heir. This happened io 
the depth of winter, when I was in my grand climacteric, 
and had just recovered of a dangerous disease. As X had 
rU the reason imaginable to apprehend the family of the 
deceased would conspire against me, and embezsle as much 
as they could, I advised with a grave and wise friend, what 
was proper to be done; whether I should go myself, or 
employ a notary on this occasion, and defer my journey to 
the spring. To say the truth, I was most inclined to the 
latter; the rather as my circumstances were extremely 

P flourishing, aa I was advanced in years, and bad not one 
person in the world, to whom I should with pleasure be- 
queath any fortune at my death. 
" My friend told me, he thought my question admitted of 
DO manner of doubt or debate; that common pmdeooe 
absolutely required my immediate departure; adding, that 

■ if the same good luck had happened to him, he would have 
been already on his journey: foi, continued he, a man vho 
knows the world so well as you, would be inexcusable to 
give persons such an opportunity of cheating you, who, 
you must be assured, will bo too well iuclined : and aa for 
employing a notary, remember that excellent maxim, Se 
facias per aliumt quod fieri potest per te. I own the bad- 
ness of the season, and your very late recovery, are nalueky 
circmuatancea : but a wise man must get over difficulties 
when necessity obliges him to encounter them. 

"I was immediately determined by thi? opinion. The 
duty of a wise man made an irresistible impreesion, and I 
took the necessity for granted, without osamination. I 
accordingly set forward the next morning ; very tempesto- 

Looa weather soon overtook me; I had not traveled thia e. 
days before I relapsed into my fever, and died. ^H 
I was now aa cruelly disappointed by Minoa, as I B^^| 
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formerly been happily so. I advanced with the utmost 
confidence to the gate, and really imagined I should have 
been admitted by the wiadom of my countenance, even 
without any questions asked: but this was not my case; 
and, to my great surprise, Miuoa, with a menacing voice, 
called out to me — You Mr. there, with the grave coun- 
tenance, whither so fast, pray J Will you please, before 
you move any farther forwards, to give me a short account 
of your transactions below ? I then Iwgan, and recounted 
to him ray whole history, etill expecting, at the end of 
every period, that the gate would be ordered to fly open ; 
but I was obliged to go quito through with it, and then 
Minos, after some little consideration, spoke to me aa fol- 
lows: 

" ' You, Mr. Wiseman; stand forth if you please. Be- 
lieve me, sir, a trip back again to earth will be one of the 
wisest steps you ever took, and really more to the honour 
of your wisdom, than any you have hitherto taken. On the 
other side, nothing could be simpler, than to endeavour at 
Elysium ; for who, hut a fool, would carry a commodity, 
which is of such infinite value in one place, into another 
where it is of none. But without attempting to offend 
your gravity with a jest, you must return to the place from 
■whence you came: for Elysium was never designed for 
those who are too wise to be happy.* 

" This sentence confounded me greatly, especially as it 
seemed to threaten me with carrying my wisdom back 
again to eartli, I told the judge, though he would not 
admit me at the gate, I hoped I had committed no crime, 
while alive, which merited my being wise any longer. He 
answered me, I must take my chance aa to that matter; 
^^ad immediately we tamed our backs to each other." 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

Julian mtert into Otaptrttm <^ a Ki»g. 

" I WAS now bom at Ovicdo is Spain. Hy ffttber'sl 
was Veremond, and I was adopted hy mv uncle, k 
pbonso tho Chaste. I don't recollect, in all tlie pilg 
I have made on earth, that I ever passed a more miserablo 
infancy than now; being under the ntinost confioemetit 
and reBtraint, and surrounded with physicians, who wen 
ever doaiiig mc ; and tutors, who were continually plagnh^ 
me with their instructions; even those hours of leintn^ 
which my inclination would have spent in play, Wero a^ 
lotted to tedious pomp and ceremony, which, at la igB 
wherein I had no ambition to enjoy the ser^nlity of cour- 
tiers, enslaved me more than it could the meanest of them. 
However, as I advanced towards manhood, roy condition 
made me some amends; for the most beautifnl women of 
their own accord threw out lures for me, and I had the 
happiness, which no man in an inferior degree can ■rrii'Q 
at, of enjoying the most delicious creatures, without tfae 
previous and tiresome ceremonies of courtship^ onlesB with 
the most simple, young, and unexperienced. As for te 
court ladies, they regarded me rather as men do the tnOBt 
lovely of the other sex ; and though they outwardly retained 
some appearance of modesty, they in reality rather con- 
sidered themselves as receiving than conferring favon. 

" Another happiness I enjoyed, was in conferring favon 
of another sort ; for as I was extremely good-naturod utd 
generous, bo I had daily opportunities of satisfying thoeo 
paesions. Besides my own princely allowance which wm 
TOiy bountiful, and with which I did many liberal and 
good actions, I recommended numberless peraons of merit 
in distreas to the king's notice, most of wbfnn were prontM 
for. 
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" Indeed, had I suffieicntly known my blest situation at 
tliis time, I should have grieved at notliing more than the 
death of Alpliooso; by which the burden of government 
devolved upon ine: but so blindly fond is ambition, and 
snch charms doth it fancy in the power, and pomp, and 
splendor of a crown, that though I vehemently loved that 
king, and had Ibe greatest obligations to him, the thoughts 
of Buccecditig him obliterated my regret at hia loss, and the 
wish for my approaching coronation dried my eyes at his 
funeral. 

"But my fondness for the name of king, did not make mo 
forgetful of those over whom I was to reign, I considered 
lliom in the light in which a tender father regards his chil- 
dren, as persons whose well-being God had intruated to my 
care; and again, in that in which a prudent lord respects 
hia tenants, as those on whose wealth and grandeur he is t 
build hia own. Both these considerations inspired me with 
the greatest care for their welfare, and their good was my 
first and ultimate concern. 

" The usurper Mauregas had impiously obliged himself, 
and hia successors, to pay to the Moors ev-ery year an in- 
famous tribute of an hundred young virgins: from this 
cruel and scandalous imposition I resolved to relieve my 
country. Accordingly, when their emi>eror Abderames the 
Second had the audaciousness to make this demand of me, 
instead of complying with it, I ordered his ambassadors to 
driven away with all imaginable ignominy, and would 
e condemned them to death, could I have done it with- 
oat a manifest violation of the law of nations. 

" I now raised an immense army. At the levj-ing of 
which I mado a speech from my throne, acquainting my 
subjects with the necessity, and the reasons of the war in 
which I was going to engage : which I convinced them I 
had undertaken for their ease and safety, and not for satis- 
fying any wanton ambition, or revenging any private 
pique of my own. They all declared unanimously tlxat 
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they would venture their lives, ond eveiTthing dear to 
\hffta, in mj defense, and in the support of the honoor of 
my crown. Accordingly, my levies were instantly com- 
plete, sufficient numbers being only left to till the laud; 
churchmen, even bishops themselves, enlisting themselTES 
under my banners. 

" The armies met at Alvolda, where wc were diecofnfiti<d 
with immense loss, and nothing but the ludiy iuUirventiim 
of the night could have saved our whole army. 

" I retreated to the summit of a hill, where I ahftndoocd 
myself to the highest agonies of grief, not so much for the 
danger in which I then saw my crown, as for the lose of 
those miserable wretches who had exposed their lives •! 
my command. I could not then avoid this reflectiaaj 
That if the deaths of these people in a war, trndertakcD 
absolutely for their protection, could give me sudi coDoem; 
what horror must I have felt, if, like princes greedy of 
dominion, I had sacrijiced such numbers to my own pride, 
vanity, and ridiculous lust of power. 

"After having vented my sorrows for some time in this 
manner, I began to consider by what means I mig^t pos- 
sibly endeavour to retrieve this misfortune; when reflect- 
ing on the great number of priests I had in my army, and 
on the prodigious force of superstition, a thought luckily 
su^estcd itself to me, to counterfeit that SL James hail 
appeared to me in a vision, and had promised me the tic- 
tory. While I was ruminating on this, the bishop of II«- 
jara came opportunely to me. As I did not intend to oom- 
municat^ the secret to him, I took another method, and, 
instead of answering an^-thing the bishop said to mc, I 
pretended to talk to St. James, as if he had been realtj 
present; till at length, after having spoke those thit^ 
which I thought sufficient, and thanked the Siint alood for 
his promise of the victory, I turned about to the bteboiiv 
and embracing him with a pleased oountraiaQce, protestod 
I did not know ho was present; and then infonmn^ liiB 
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of this supposed vision, I asked hiui, if he had not himself 
seen tJie Saint ? He auawpred me, ho had ; and afterwards 
jnuceeded to assure me, that thig appearance of St. Jamea 
was entirely owing to his prayers; for that he waa hia 
tutelar saint. He added, he had a vision of him a few 
lioure before, when he promised him a victory over the 
inlidelB, and acquainted him at the saino time of the 
vacancy of the see of Toledo. Now this news being really 
true, though it had hapjwned so lately, that I had not heard 
of it (uor, indeed, was it well possible I should, considering 
the great distance of the way), when I was afterwards ac- 
quainted with it, a little staggered me, tliough far from 
being superstitious; till being informed, that the bishop 
had lost three horses on a late expedition, I was satisEed. 

" The next morning, the bishop, at my desire, mounted 
the roatrum, and trimipeted forth this vision so effectually, 
which he said he had that evening twice seen with hia own 
eyes, that a spirit began to be infused through tlie whole 
army, which rendered them superior to almost any force; 
the bishop insisted, that the least doubt of success was 
giving the lie to the saint, and a damnable sin, and he took 
apon him in his name to promise them victory. 

" The army being drawn out, I soon esperieneed the ef- 
fect of cuthusiusQi, for having contrived another* strata- 
gem to strengthen what the bishop had said, the soldiers 
fought more like furies than men. My stratagem waa 
this; I had about nie a dexterous fellow, who bad been 
formerly a pimp in my amours. Him I dressed up in a 
strange antiek dress, with a pair of white colors in his 
right band, a red cross in his left, and having disguised 
him 60, that no one could know him, I placed him on a 
white horse, and ordered him to ride to the head of the 
army, and cry out," Follow St. James I" These words 
were reiterated by all the troopa, who attacked the enemy 

• ThU Blllr iKory *• (nlrt u a n-il-mn tnith (I. f. OM, 8t, Jucei really apniuinMl 
In UwnwUDBrUilatBUuwUdaMribed) by ""■—-■• * *" 
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with Buch intrepidity, that, notn-itJistaiKJiti^ our inferi- 
iority of niimbcTs, we soon obtained a complete riaorj. 

" Tlie bisLop was come np by the time that tlie enem; 
was routed, and acquainting us, that he had met Sl Jamei 
by the way, and that ho had informed him of what hai 
passed, he added, that he had express ordera from tbe 
Saint, to receive a considerable sum for iiia u^ und that ■ 
certain tax on com and wine should be setrted ou hia chtmb 
forever; and lastly, that a horseman's pay should be al- 
lowed for tlie future to the Saint himself, of which he ami 
hia successors were appointe<l receivers. The tirm; 
received these demands with such acclamations, that I me 
obliged to comply witli them, as I could by no meam di» 
cover tie imposition, nor do I believe I should have gained 
any credit if I had. 

''I had uow done with the Saint, but the bishop bid not; 
for about a week afterwards, lights were seen in a 90oi 
near where the battle was fought ; and in a short time tttef 
wards, they discovered hia tomb at the same place. Upon 
this, the bishop made me a visit, and forccil ino to p 
thither, to build a church to him, and largely endow iu In 
a word, the good man so plagued me with miracle aflet 
miracle, that I was forced to make interest with the pupr 
to convey him to Toledo, to get rid of him. 
1 " But to proceed to other matters. — There was an infe- 
rior officer, who had beliaved very bravely in the batlfe 
against the Moors, and had received several wounds, wbo 
had solicited me for preferment ; which I was alwut to aoo- 
fcr on him, when one of my ministers came to me in ■ 
fri^t, and told me, that he promised the post I designed 
for this man to the son of count Alderedo ; aud that At 
count, who was a powerful person, would be greatly dis- 
obliged nt the refusal, as he had sent for his son fno 
school to lake jwsaession of it. I was obliged to agree with ' 
my minister's reasons, and at the same time reoonuncwbd | 
the wounded soldier to be preferred by him, n-hioli l« 
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fjiillifiilly pmraised he would; but I met tbe poor wretch 
since in Elysium, who informed me he was afterwards 
tiarved to death. 

" None, who hath not been himself a prince, nor any 
prince, till hia denlh, can conceive the impositions daily put 
nn them by their favourites and ministers; so that princes 
:tre often blamed for the faults of others. The count of 
Snldagno had been long coufiiieii in prison, when hia son 
1>. Bernard del Carpio, who had performed the greatest 
nt'tioDB against the Moors, entreated me, as a reward for 
his service, to grant him his father's lilierty. The old 
man's punishment had been so tedious, and the services 
of the young one so singularly eminent, that I was very in- 
clluahle to grant the request; but my ministers strongly 
opposed it. They told me. My glory demanded revenge 
for (he dishonour offered to my family; that «o positive 
a demaiid carried with it rather the air of menace than en- 
treaty. Tliat the vain detail of his services, and the recom- 
pense due to them, was an injurious reproach. That 
to grant what had been so haughtily demanded,would argue 
in the monarch both weakness and timidity; in a word, 
llutt to remit the punishment inflicled by my predecessors, 
would be to condemn their judgment. Lastly, one told me 
!n a whisper, his whole family are enemies to your house. 
i '.y Iheee means the roinifiters prevailed. The young lord 
'"ik the refusal so ill, that he retired from court and aban- 
doned himself to despair, whilst the old one languished in 
prison. By which means, as I have since discovered, I 
lost tliu use of two of my best subjects. 

" To confess tlie truth, I had, by means of my ministers, 
conceived a very unjust opinion of my whole people, 
whom I fancied to be daily conspiring against me, and to 
( ntertain the most disloyal thoughts; when in reality (as 
I have known since my death) they hold me in universal 
n-spect and esteem. This is a trick, I believe, too often 
played with sovereigns, who, Ly such means, are prevented 
from that open intercourse with their subjects, which 
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it would groiidy endear tbc penon of the prince lo ibe 
people, so might it often prove dangeroos ta a auaisbs', 
wlio was consulting hia own interest onlv at the cxpctw 
of botli. I believe I hnvo nuw recornitwl to jon tW tmii 
niateriul passages of my life; U>t, I assure you. there ■» 
some incidents in the lives of kings uoi extremely worti 
relating. Evt?rylhing which passes in their minds ani! 
families, is not attended with the splendour whtch Rl^ 
rounds their throne : indeed, there are some hours whereia 
the naked king and the naked cohhier can scarce be distin- 
gaished from each other. 

"Had it not been, however, for my ingralitude to Bw- 
nard del Carpio, I believe tliis would have been my last jiil' 
grimsge on earth: for, as to the story of St. Jamca, I 
thought Minos would have hurst his sides at it ; but he vk 
80 displeased with me on the other account, that, with a 
frown, he cried out, ' Get tbce baek again, king.' 
would be suffer me to say another word." 



CHAPTER XVm. 
Julian pane* into a Foot. 

" The next visit I made to the world, was perfon 
France, where I was bora in the court of Lewis ill. i 
had aftenvarda the honour to be preferred to be fool to fl 
prince, who was stimamed Charles the Simple. But hi 
reality, I know not whether I might so properly be saW 
to have acted the fool in his court, as to hare nuidc fi^ob 
of all others in it. Certain it is, I was very far from 
being what is generally understood by that vwi, 
being a most cunning, designing, arch knave I knew 
very well the folly of my master, and of many others^ ad 
how to make my advantage of this knowledge. I tvax u 
dear to Charles the Simple, as the player Paris i 
Domitian, and, like him, bestowed all uauoer o( 
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offices and honours on whom I pleased. This drew me a 
great numlter of followers among the courtiera, who really 
riiistook me for a fool, and yet flattered my understanding. 
TJiero was particularly in tie court, a fellow who had 
neither honour, honesty, senae, wit, courage, beauty, nor 
i ndeed any one good quality, either of mind or body, to reo- ' 
ninmend him; but was at the same time, perhaps, ; 
ning a monster as ever lived. This gentleman took it into I 
Ilia head to list under my banner, and pursued mo so very f 
asaiduoualy with flattery, constantly reminding nie of my ' 
good Ben3G, that I grow immoderately fond of him; for | 
though flattery is not most judiciously applied to qualities 
which the persons flattered possess, yet as, notwithstanding 
my being well assured of my own parts, I passed in the 
whole court for a fool, tliis flattery was a very sweet morsel 
ti> me. I therefore got this fellow preferred to a bishop- 
ric, but I lost my flatterer by it : for he never afterwardd 
said a civil thing to me. 

" I never baulked my imagination for the grossncss of 
tJie reflection on the character of the greatest noble, nay, 
even the king himself ; of which I will give you a very bold 
instance. One day, his simple majesty told nie, he believed 
T had 80 much jwwer that his people looked on me as tlie 
king, and himself aa my fool. At this I pretended to be 
angry as with an affront. ' Why, how now ? ' says the king: 
'Arc you aehamed of being a king?' 'No, air,' aaya I, 
' but I am devilishly ashamed of my fool.* 

" Ilcbert, earl of Vcrraandois, had by my means been ' 
restfired to the favour of the Simple (for so 1 used always 
to call Charles). He afterwards prevailed with the king to 
take the city of Arraa from earl Baldwin, by which means 
Tlebert, in exchange for this city, had Peronne restored to 
him at court during his solicitation, I told him he did not 
to procure the restoration of his city; but either through 
~ Ide or ignorance, neglected to apply to me. Aa I met ] 
at court during his solicitation, I told him, ho did not 4 
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apply Uie riglit way; Ii© answcrwl roughljr, lie bIiouIiI not 
ask a fool's advice. I replied, I did aot wontlrr nt btf 
prejudice; since lie bad miscarried already by foUowio; 
a fool'a advice: but I told him, there were fooU wbo bad 
more interest than he had brought with him to coort. Hi 
answered me surlily, he had no fool with him, for that hf 
traveled alone, — 'xVy, my lord,' eayg I, ' I often traral 
alone, and yet they will have it I always carry a fool wid 
me.' This raised a laugh among the bystasdns, m 
which he gave me a blow. I immediately complained «f 
this usage to the Simple, who dismiased the earl fitxa 
court with very hard words, instead of grantitig liim tlx 
favor he solicited, 

I give you these rather as a specimen of my tnterM 
and impudence than of my wit; indeed my jests vwi 
commonly more admired than they ought to be ; for, pw 
hapa, I was not in reality much more a wit than a fwL 
But, with the latitude of unbounded scurrility, it ia t*!} 
enough to attain the cliaracter of wit, especially in a court, 
where, as all persons hate and envy one another heartilT, 
and are at the same time obliged by the constrained be- 
haviour of civility to profess the greateat liking, so it ti^ 
and must be wonderfully pleasant to them to see the fotUcf 
of their acquaintance exposed by a third person. Boftdt^ 
the opinion of the court is as niiiforai as the fashion, and is 
always guided by the will of the prince or of the favtiritr. 
I doubt not that Caligula's horse was universally hdd in 
bis court to be a good and able consul In the same maoacr 
was I universally acknowledged to be the wittiest foul in 
the world. Every word I said raised laughter, and wu 
held to be a jest, cflpccially by the ladies; who Bometitnea 
laughed before I had discovered my sentiment, and oflcn 
repeated that as a jest which I did not even intend u 
one. 

" I was as severe on the ladies as on the men and with 
th« same impunity: but this at Inst co^t me dear; for 
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having joked tlie beauty of a U'ly, whose name was Adw 
^luidp, a favorite of the Siiiipio'a; she iireU'.mled to EinilM 
tD<l be plcaseil at my wit with tho rest of the eoiriiiaiiya 
lut in reality ehe highly resented it, and endeavoured t 
mdermine me v/iih the king. In which ehe so greatly' 
Ricceeded (for what cannot a favourite woman do with one 
who deserves the surname of Simple ?) that the king 
V every day more reserved to me, and when I attempted 
my freedom, gave me such marks of his displeasure, that 
; courtiers (who have all hawk's eyes at a slight from 
■^e sovereign) soon discerned it: and indeed, had I been 
blind enough not to have discovered that I had lost grountl 
ID the Siniple'a favoiu-, by his own change in his carriage 
towards me, I must have found it, nay even felt it, in the j 
behaviour of the courtiers: for, as my company was two J 
days before solicited with tho utmost eagerness, it was I 
n<«v rejected with as much scorn. I was now the jest 
of the ushers and pages; and an officer of the guards, on 
whom I was a little jocose, gave me a box on the ear, bid- 
ding me make free with my equals. This very fellow 
had been my butt for many years, without daring to lift hi« J 
hand against me. 

"But though I visibly perceived the alteration in tJie Sim- J 
!, I was utterly unable to make any guess at the occasion, [ 
X had not the least suspicion of Adelaide : for, besides her ' 
^ing a very good-humoured woman, I had often made 
aeverc jests on her reputation, which I had all the reason 
imaginable to believe had given her no ofTenso. liut I 
I perceived, that a woman will bear tho most bitter j 
insures on her morals, easier than the smallest reflection I 
1 her beauty; for she now declared publicly, tJiat I ought^ 
> be dismissed from court, as the stupidest of fools, and 
one in whom there was no diversion; and that she won- 
dered how any person could have so little taste, as to im- 
Agin4> I had any wit. This speech was echoed through tho i 
drawing-room, and agreed to by all present. Every una I 
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now put on an unusual gravity on their eoQtit(>n8nce vrfaen* 
ever I spoke; and it n-ag as much out of my power to nise 
a lan^, as formerlj it bad been for me to open my moutli 
without one. 

" While my affairs were in this posture, I went one day 
into the circle, without my fool's dress, llie Simple, who 
would still speak to me, cried out, ' So fool, whal'a the 
matter now i ' ' Sir,' answered I, ' fools are like to be so 
common a commodity at court, tliat I am weary of my 
coat* ' How dost thou mean,' answered the Simple; 
' what can make them commoner now than usual t ' — ■ 
* Oh, sir,' said I, ' there are ladies here make your ma- 
jesty a fool every day of their lives.' ' The Simple took ao 
notice of my jest, and several present said my bones 
to be broke for my impudence ; but it pleased the 
who knowing Adelaide, whom she hated, to be the 
of my disgrace, obtained me of the king, and took mil 
her service; so that I waa henceforth called the queen's 
fool, an din her eonrt received the same honour, and had as 
much wit as I had formerly had in the king's. Tint as 
the (juecn had really no power unless over her own domes- 
tics, I was not treuteil in general with that complacence, 
nor did I receive those bribes and presents, which had onee 
fallen to my share. 

"Nor did this confined respect WMitinue long; for the 
queen, who had in fact no taste for humour, soon gnw 
Bick of my foolery, and forgetting the cause for which ahe 
had taken me, neglected me so much, that hor court grew 
intolerable to my temper, and I bruke my heart and died. 

"Minos laughed heartily at several things in my story, 
and then telling me. No one played the fool in Elyaii 
bid me go back again.** 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
Jidian aj^ears in the charaaler of a Beggar. 

" I NOW returned to Rome, and was l>orii into a very 
poor and numerous family, wliieli, to l>o honost with you, 
procured its livelihood by begging. This, if you were never 
yourself of the calling, you do not know, I suppuMo, to bo 
as regular a trade as any other; to have itJ! Bcveriil riiloB 
and secrets, or mysteries, which to learn require perhapn 

t tedious an apprenticeship as those of any eraft what* 
' The first thing we are taught la the countcminoe miser- 
p. This indeed nature makes much easier to some than 
era; but there are none who cannot aceompliBh it, if 
y begin early enough in youth, and before tlto musclci 
are grown too stubborn. 

" The second thing is, the voice lamentable. In thia 
qualification too, nature must have her share in producing 
the most consummate excellence: however, art will here, 
as in every other instance, go a great way with industry 
and application, oven without tlio aHsistauce of genius; co* 
pecially if the student begins young, 

" There are many other instructions; but tlieae arc tinj 
most considerable. The women are taught one practice 
^^bre than the men, for they are instructed iu the art of I 
^^ningf that is, to have their tears ready on all occaaiona : i 
^^Et this 13 attained very easily Iiy most, t^onio indeed 
^^■rive at the utmost perfection in this art with incredible 
^BeiUty. 

^^r " No profession requires a deeper insight into humao 
nature than the beggar's. Their knowledge of the pas- 
sions of nieu is so extensive, that I have often thought, it 
would be of no little service to a politician to have his ed- 
ntion amoug them. Nay, there is much greater analogy 
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between theeo two characters than ia imagiDcd ; for Into 
concur in tbeir first and grand principle, it beiug e4]aaIlT 
their business to deltide and impede on mankind. It mad 
be confessed, that they differ widely in the d(^:rce of td- 
Tantage, which they make by their deceit ; for, whereas tb* 
beggar is contented with a little, the politician leave* but 
a little behind. 

" A very great English philosopher bath remarked oof 
policy, in taking care never to address any one with • 
title inferior to what he really claims. My father ww of 
the same opinion : for I remember when I was a boy. the 
pope happening to pass by, I attended him with ' Pray, 
sir, for God'a sake, sir; for the Lord's sake, sir;* — ^To 
which he answered gravely, ' Sirrah, sirrah, yon oo^t 
to be whipped for taking the Lord's name in vain; ' and 
in vain it was indeed, for be gave me nothing. My father 
overhearing this, took his advice, and whipped me severely. 
While I was nnder correction, I promised often never to 
take the Lord's name in vain any more. Hy father then 
said, ' Child, I do not whip yon for taking his name in 
vain : I whip you for not calling the pope hia holiness.' 

" If all men were so wise and good to follow the clergy's 
example, the nuisance of beggars would soon be removed. 
I do not remember to have been above twice relieved by 
them during my whole state of beggary. Once was by a 
very well-looking man, who gave me a small piece of 
silver, and declared, he had given me more than he had 
left himself; the other was by a spruce yonng fellow, who 
had that very day first put on his robes, whom I attended 
with 'Pray, reverend sir, good reverend sir, consider 
your cloth.' He answered, ' I do, child, consider my 
office, and I hope all our cloth do the same.' He then 
threw down some money, and strutted off with great 
dignity. 

" With the women I bad one general formulary : 
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jetty ladv, God bless your ladyaliip, God Uobb jonr band- 
face.' Tliia generally succeeded; but 1 observed, 
the uglier tbe woman was, the surer I was of succeaa. 

'* It was a constBBt maxim among iia, that the greater 
retinue any one traveled with, the less expectation we might 
promise oiu-aelvea from them ; but whenever we saw a 
vehicle with a single, or no aervant, we imagined our 
booty sure, and were seldom deceived. 

" We observed great difference introduced by time and 
circumstance in tbe same person; for instance, a losing 
gamester is sometimes generous: hut from a winner you 
will as easily obtain his soul as a single groat. A lawyer 
traveling from his country seat to his clients at Rome, 
and a physician going to visit a patient, were always 
worth asking; but the same on their return were (accord- 
ing to our cant phrase) untouchable. 

" The most general, and indeed, the truest maxim among 
us, was, that those who possessed the least were alwaya 
tbe readiest to give. The chief art of a beggar-man is 
therefore to discern the ricli from the poor, which, tliough 
it be only distinguishing substance from shadow, is by no 
means attainable without a pretty good capacity, and a vast 
degree o£ attention : for these two are eternally industrioua 
iu endeavouring to counterfeit each other. In this deceit, 
the poor man is more heartily in earnest to deceive you 
than tlic rich ; who, amidst all the emblems of poverty 
which lie puts on, still permits some mark of his wealth to 
strike the eye. Thus, while his apparel is not worth a 
groat, bis finger wears a ring of value, or his pocket a gold 
watch. In a word, he seems rather to affect poverty to 
insult, than impose on you. Now the ptxir man, on the 
contrary, is very sincere in his desire of passing for rich; 
but the eagerness of this desire hurries him to overact his 
part, and he betrays himself, as one who is drunk by his 
ireracted sobriety. Thus, instead of being attended by ona 

■vant well mounted, be will have two ; and not being able 
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to purchase or mainUin a eeoond horse of valup, one of hi* 
eervants at least is mounled on a hinMl roscaltiun. IIu 
is not contented to go plain and neat in his clothes; be 
therefore clapa on Bomo tawdry ornament, and what be 
adds to the Sn^nese of his vrstnient, he detracts from the 
fineness of his Unen. Withont descending into more 
minute paniculars, I believe I ma; assert it aa an axiom uf 
indubitable truth, that whoever ehows yon he is, eitWr 
in himself, or hia equipage, ae gaudy as he can, conrinoes 
jou he is more so than he can afford. Now, whenc^ver a 
man's expense exceeds his income, he is indiifcreut in At 
degree; we had therefore nothing more to do with fl^^M 
than to flatter hem with their wealth and splendor, ^^H 
were always certain of success. ^^1 

"There is, indeed, one kind of rich man, who is conunoth 
iy more liberal, namely, where riches surprise him, as il 
were, in the midst of jroverty and distress, the conseqaenoe 
of which is, I on-n, sometimes excessive avarice ; but of tener 
extreme prodigality. I remember oue of these, vbo, 
having received a pretty large sum of money, gave m^ 
when I begged an obolus, a whole talent; on which bis 
friend having reproved him, he answered with an oath, 
' Why not f Have I not ilf ty left 't ' 

" The life of a beggar, if men estimatoil things by their 
real essence, and not by their outward false appearance^ 
would be, perhaps, a more desirable situation than any j ' 
those, which ambition persuades us with such di^ 
danger, and often villainy to aspire to. The wants i 
beggar are commonly as chimerical as the abuadai 
nobleman ; for besides vanity, which a judicious beggar 
will always apply lo with wonderful efficacy, there are in 
reality very few natures so hardened, as not to eompaasioit- 
ate poverty and distress, when the predominancy of some 
other passion doth not prevent them. 

" There is one happiness which attends money got with 
Qga^ namely, that it is never boarded; othcrwi^, aa «« 
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have frequent opportunities of growing rich, that CRnker 1 
care might prey upon our quiet, as it doth on others: hut ' 
our money stock we spend aa fast as we acquire it ; usually 
at least, for I speak not without exception ; thus it gives us 
mirth only, nnd no trouble. Indeed, the luxury of our 
lives might introduce diseases, did not our daily cxcrciaQ 
prevent them. This gives us an appetite nnd relish fop ] 
oar dainties, and at the same time an antidote against tho I 
I effects, which sloth, united with luxury, induces on 
i habit of a human body. Our women wo enjoy wilh ' 
stasies, at least equal to what tho greatest men foel in 
their embraces, I can, I am assured, say of myself, that no I 
mortal could reap more perfect happiness from thu 
tender passion, than my fortune had decreed mc. I 
married a charming young woman for love ; sho was tho 
daughter of a neighboring beggar, who, with an improvi- 
dence too often Been, spent a very large income which ho 
procured by his profession, so that be was able to give lier i 
no fortime down ; however, at his death, he left Iicr a very 
well-accustomed begging-hut, situated on the side of a ' 
steep hill, where travelers could not inimediately OBca|"! 
from as, and a garden adjoining, being the twcnly-cighlh 
part of an acre, well planted. She made the best o£ 
wives, bore me nineteen children, and never failed, unless 
on her lying-in, which generally lasted three days, to get my 
supper ready, against my return homo in an evening; this 
being my favourite meal, and at which I, as well as my 
wholo family, greatly enjoyed ourselves; tho principal 
subject of our discourse, being generally tlic boons we had 
that day obtained, on which occasions laughing at tho 
folly of the donors made no inconsiderable part of llio 
^jgntertainment ; for, whatever might be their motive for 
^■dving, we constantly imputed our euccesB to our having ', 
^Hikktered their vanity, or overreached their iinderstundin);. 
^K ** Bat perhaps I have dwelt too long on this cImrDctcr ; I j 
eball conclude therefore with telling you, that after a life I 
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of 103 years' continuance, iSiiring all wliicli I had uever 
known any sickness or infirmity, but that which old age 
noccs-sarily induced, I at last, without the least pain, went 
out like the snuff of a candle. 

" Minos, having heard my history hid me compute if I 
could, how many lies I had told in my life. As we are 
here, by a certain fated necessity, ohligod to confine our- 
eolvea to the truth, I answered, I believed about 50,000,- 
000. lie then replied with a frown. Can such a wretch 
conceive any hopes of entering Elysium i I immediately 
turned about, and, upon the whole, was rejoiced at hia 
calling me back." 



CHAPTER XX. 
Julfan ptrforma the part of a Stateanan, 

" It was now my fortune to be born of a German Prin- 
eeas ; but a man-midwife, pulling my head off, in deliver- 
ing my mother, put a speedy end to my princely life. 

" Spirits, who end their lives before they are at the age 
of five years are immediately ordered into other bodies; 
and it was now my fortune to perform several infancies, 
before I could again entitle myself to an examination of 
Minos. 

" At length 1 was destined once more to play a consit 
ble part on the stage. I was bom in England, in the 
of EtheldrcJ II. My father's name was UlnotlL lie 
ear! or thane of Sussex : I was afterwards known by 
name of carl Godwin, and began to make a consideraUo 
figure in the world, in the time of Harold Ilarcfoot, whom 
I procured to lie made king of Wessex, or the West Saxoas, 
in prejudice of Hardicanute, whose mother Emma en- 
deavoured afterwards to set another of her sons on tbft 
throne: but I circumvented her, and communicating her 
design to the king, at the same time acquainted Mm with 
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project which I had formed for the murder of these two 
young princes. Eiuma had seat for these her sons from 
Normandy, with tlie king's leave, whom s!ie had deceived 
by her religioue liohaviour, and pretended neglect of all 
worldly affairs ; but I prevailed with Harold to invite tlieeo 
princes to his court, and put them to death. The prudent 
mo ther sent only Alfred, retaining Edward to herself, as 

B suspected my ill designs, and thought I shoiild not ven- 
B to execute them on one of her sons, while she secured 

e other; but ahe was deceived, for I had no soouGr Alfred 
in my posseaaion, than I caused him to be conducted to Ely, 
where I ordered his eyes to be put out, and afterwards to 
be confined in a monastery. 

" This was one of those cruel expedients, which great 
men satisfy themselves well in executing, by concluding 
them to be necessary to the servieo of their prince, who ia 
the support of their ambition. 

" Edward, the other son of Emma, escaped again to Nor- 
ranndy ; whence, after the death of Harold and Hardi- 
Canute, he made no scruple of applying to my protection 
and favour, though he had before prosecuted me with all 

t vengeance he was able, for the murder of his brother : 
in all great affairs, private relation must yield to pub- 
interest. Having therefore concluded very advantage- 
terms for myself with him, I made no scruple of pat- 
ronizing hia cause, and soon placed him on the throne. Nor 
did I conceive the least apprehension from his resentment, 
as I knew my power was too great for him to encounter. 

" Among other stipulated conditions, one was to marry 
ray daughter Editha, This Edward consented to witli 
sat reluctance, and I had afterwards no reason to be 
kSBed with it ; for it raised her, who had been my favorite 
Ud, to SHoh an opinion of greatness, that, instead of pay- 
rme the usual respect, she frequently tlirew in my teeth 
p often at least as I gave her any admonition), that she 
■ now a queen, and that the character and title of father 
LW— 30 
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merged to that of subject. This behaTiour, however, did 
not cure mo of my affection towards lier, nor lessen the 
DQeosiness which I afterwards bore od Edward's dismiss- 
ing her from his bed. 

" One thing, which principally indnoed me to llbonr the 
promotion of Edward, waa the Biraplidty or weakness of 
that prince, under whom I promised myself obeolute domi* 
nion, under another name. Xor did this opinion deenve 
me : for daring hid whole reign, my administratioa wss in 
the highest degree despotic; I had everything of royalty 
but the outward ensigns: No man ever applying for a 
place, or any kind of preferment, but to me only. A cir- 
cumstance, which as it greatly enriched my coffers, ao it 
no less pampered my ambition, and satisfied my Tsnity 
with a numerous attendance ; and I had the pleasure of 
seeing those, who only bowed to the kio^ proetratii^ 
themselves before me. 

" Edward the Confessor, or Su Edward, as fome hare 
called him in derision, I suppose being a very silly fellow, 
had all the faults incident, and almost inseparable to fook. 
He married my daughter Editha, from liis fear of di»- 
obliging me ; and af tem-ards, out of hatred to me, refused 
even to consummate his marriage, though she was one of 
the most beautiful women of her age. lie was likewiao 
guilty of the basest ingratitude to his mother (a vice to 
which fools are chiefly, if not only liable), and in return 
for her endeavours to procure him a throne in his youtb, 
confined her in a loathwme prison in her old ago. This, 
it is true, he did by my advice ; but as to her walking over 
nine ploughshares red-hot, and giving nine manors, when 
she bad not one in her possession, there is not a syllaUfl 
of veracity in it. 

"The first great perplexity I fell into, was on the aeeoant 
of my son Swane, who had deflowered the abbess of Leon, 
since called Leominster in Herefordshire. After this fact, 
he retired into Denmark, whence he sent to me to obtain 
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^Hiifl pardon. The king nt first reftisod it; being movod 
Aereto, ns I afterwarda found, by some cLurcLiuea, parti- 
culurly by one of hia chaplains, whom I had prevented 
from obtaining a bishopric. Upon this, my son Swane 
invaded the coasts with several ships and committed many 
outrageous cruelties; which, indeed, did hia husinces, as 
they serv'ed me to apply to the fear of this king, which I 
had long since discovered to be his predominant paaaion. 
And, at last, be, who had refused pardon to his first of- 
fense, submitted to give it him after he bad committed 
many other more monstrous crimes ; by which his pardon 
!o6t all grace to the offended, and received double censure 
from all others, 

" The king wag greatly inclined to the Normans, had 
created a Norman archbishop of Canterbury, and had 
heaped extraordinary favours on him. I had no other objec- 
tion to this man, than that he rose without my assistance; 
a cause of dislike, whicli, in the reign of groat and powerful 
favourites, hath often proved fatal to the persons who have 
given it, as the persons thus raised inspire us constantly 
with jealousies and apprehensions. For when we promote 
any one ourselves, we take effectual care to preserve such an 
ascendancy over him, that we can at any time reduce him to 
his former degree, should he dare to act in opposition to 
our wills; for which reason we never suffer any to come 
near the prince^ but auch aa we arc assured it is imiKisaible 
ehould be capable of engaging or improving bis affection; 
no prime-minister, as I apprehend, eeteeming himself to be 
safe, while any other shares the ear of his prince, of whom 
we are as jealous as the fondest husband can be of his wife. 
Whoever, therefore, can approach him by any other chan- 
nel tlian that of ourselves, is in our opinion a declared 
enemy, and one whom the first principles of policy oblige 
U8 to demolish with the utmoat expedition. For the affec- 
tion of kinga is as precarious as that of women, and the 
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oolj way to secure either to onrselres is to keep all n 
from theto. 

" But the arcbbishop did not let matters rest on stt^ 
eioD. He eoon gave open proofs of his intoreet nith tbe 
Confessor, in procuring an ofSce of some importnace for 
one RoUo, a Boman of mean extraction, and very despie*- 
ble parts. When I represented to the king the indecener 
of conferring such an honour on such a fellow, he answeted 
me, ' That he was the arehbishop's relation.* ' Then, ail",' 
replied I, ' he is related to your enemy.' * Xothing mon 
passed at that time: but I soon perceived by tfae ardi- 
bishop's behaviour, that tbe king bad acquainted bim with 
our private discourse ; a sufficient assurance of his confi- 
dence in him, and neglect of me. 

"The favour of princes, wben once lost, is reeoTeraUe 
only by the gaining a situation which may make you terri- 
ble to them. Aa I bad no doubt of having lost all credit 
with tbia king, which indeed, had been originally founded 
and constantly supported by his fear, so I took tbe method 
of terror to regain it. 

"Tbe earl of Boulogne coming over to visit tbe king, gaw 
me an opportunity of breaking out into open oppoattioo; 
for as the carl waa on bis return to France, one of his 
servants, who was sent before to procure lodgings at Dorer, 
and insisted on having them in tbe house of a private man 
in spite of tbe owner's teeth, waa, in a fray which enswd, 
killcdontbespot; and the earl himself, arriving there soon 
after, very narrowly escaped witli his life, Tbo earl, en- 
raged at this affront, returned to the king at Gloucester, 
with loud complaints and demands of satisfaction. Ed- 
ward consented to his demands and ordered me to cbastiflft 
the rioters, who were under my government as earl of 
Kent : but instead of obeying these orders, I answered with 
some warmth, that tlie Eug:lish were not used to punidi 
people unbenrd ; nor ouglit their rights and privileges la be 
violated; that the aecused should bo first sonunoned: if 
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guilty, should make sstiafactioo both with body and estate; 
but if innocL'Ut, ehould bo discharged. Adding, with great 
ferocity, tbnt as earl o£ Keat it was my duty to protect 
those under my governoient against the insults of for- 
eignorB. 

" This accident waa extremely lucky, aa it gave my quar- 
rel with the kiug a popidar colour; and so ingratiated me 
with the people, that when I set up my standard, which I 
uoon after did, thej' readily and cheerfully Hated under my 
banBers, and embraced my cause, whicli I persuaded thera 
was tlieir own : for that it was to protect tlicni against fot^ 
l;;iiera that I had drawn my aword. The word foreigncra 
iih an Engliahman hath a kind of magical effect, tlicy hav* 
irij; the utmost hatred and aversion to them, arising from 
the cruelties they suffered from the Danes, and some other 
foreign nations. No wonder therefore they ospouscd my 
ie in a quarrel which had auch a beginning. 
But what may be somewhat more remarkable is, that 

len I afterwarda returned to England from banishment, 
mid was at the head of an army of the Flemish, who were 
preparing to plunder the city of London, I still persisted 
that I waa come to defend the English from tlie danger of 
foreigners, and gained their credit. Indeed, there is no lio 
80 gross but it may be imjwsed on the people by those whom 
they esteem their patrons and defenders. 

" The king saved his city by being reeoucilcd to me, and 
taking nj^in my daughter whom he had put away from 
him ; and thus having frightened the king into what conces- 
sions I thought proper, I dismissed my army and fleet, with 
which I intended, could I not have succeeded otherwise, to 
have sacked the city of London and ravaged the whole 
country. 

" I was no sooner re-cstahlisheil in the king's favor, or 
what waa aa well for me, the appearance of it, than I fell 
violently on the archbishop. He had of himself retired 
his monastery iu Normaudy ; but that did not content me. 
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bad him formally baoiahed, the aeo declared TBCaitt, nd 
then filled up by another. 

" I enjoyed my grandear a very diort time sfter mj res- 
toration to it ; for tlie kiug lialing and fearing me to a very 
great degree, and finding no means of openly destroying 
me, at last effected hia pcrpoae by poison, and tbeo spread 
abroad a ridiculous story of n>y wishing the DOXt monel 
might choke me, if I had had any band in the death of 
Alfred ; and, accordingly, that the next morsel, by a dirise 
judgTUCDt, stuck in my throat, and performed that office. 

" This of a statesman was one of ray worst etages in tbe 
other world. It is a post subjected daily to the greateet 
danger and inquietude, and attended with little pleason^ 
and leas ease. In a word, it is a pill, whi(^, was it not 
gilded over by ambition, wonld appear nauseous and detes- 
table in the eye of every one; and perhaps that it one 
reason why Minos so greatly compassionated the case of 
those who swallow it : for that just judge told me he always 
acquitted a prime minister, who could produce one sin^ 
good action in his whole life, let him have committed crer 
80 many crimes. Indeed, I understood him a little loo 
largely, and was stepping towards the gate : bat be pnlkd 
me by the sleeve, and telling me no prime ministo" erer 
entered there, bid me go back again; saying, he tbon^ft I 
had EufHeient reason to rejoice in escaping th? bottomleat 
pit, which half my crimes committed in any other capaci^ 
would hare entitled me to. 



CHAPTER yyr 

Julinn'i adventures in the poat of a StMier, 
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" I WAS born at Caen in Normandy. My motber^s a 
was Matilda ; aa for my father, I am not so certain ; for the 
good woman on her death-bed assured me, she herself coaltl 
bring her guess to no greater certainty' than to five of dtike 
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William's captains. When I was no more than thirteei) 
(being, indeed, a surprising stout boy of my age) 1 enlialed 
into the anny of duko WiiUani, afterwards known by tbe 
name of William tbe Conqueror; landed with him at 
Pemesoy, or Pemsey in Sussex, and was present at the 
famous battle of Eastings. 

" At the first onset it was impossible to describe ray con- 
sternation, wbich WAS heightened by the fall of two soldiers, 
who stood by me ; but this soon abated, and by degrees, as 
ray blood grew warm, I thought no more of my own safety, 
but fell on the enemy with great fury, and did a good deal 
of execution; till unhappily I received a wound in my 
thigh, which rendered me unable to stand any longer, so 
that I now lay among the dead, and was constantly exposed 
to the danger of being trampled to deatli; as well by my 
feilow-BoldieiB as by the enemy. However, I had the for- 

le to escape it, and continued the remaining part of the 

and the night following, on the ground. 
'The next morning, the duke sending out parties to bring 
off the wounded, I was found almost expiring with loss of 
blood ; notwithstanding which, as immediate care was taken 
to dreaa my wounds, youth and a robust constitution stood 
my friends, and I recovered, after a long and tedious indis- 
position, and was again able to use my limbs and do my 
duty. 

"As soon as Dover was taken, I was conveyed thither 
with all the rest of the sick and wounded. Here I recovered 
of my wound ; but fell afterwards into a violent flux, which, 
when it departed, left mo so weak that it was long before I 
conld regain my strength. And what moat afflicted me was, 
that during my whole illness, when I languished under 
want as well as sickness, I had daily the mortiBcation to 
see and hear the riots and e-tccss of my fellow-soldiers, who i 

id happily escaped safe from the battle. 

** I was no sooner well than I was ordered into garrison 

i3)over Castle. The officers here fared very indifferently ; 
£0 
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but the private men much worse. We had great Bctre 
provision^ nn\\, what w&b ^"et more intolerable, i 
cloaely conlmed for want of room (four of u» being obliged 
to lie on the same bundle of straw) that many died, kbJ 
most sickened. 

" Here 1 had remained about foor mouths, when out 
night we were alarmed with the arrival of the earl of Boo- 
logue, who had come over privily from Franco, and en- 
deavoured to surprise the castle. The design proved in- 
effectual ; for the garrison making a brisk aall^, most of bit 
men were tumbled down the precipice, and be retDnrd 
with very few hack to France. In this action, however, I 
had the misfortune to come oS with a broken arm ; it iraa 
so shattered, that besides a great deal of pain and misery, 
which I endured in my cure, I was disabled for apwardi 
of three months. 

" Soon after my recovery, I had contracted an amoor 
with a young woman, whose parents lived near the garri- 
son, and were iu much better eirciunstances than 1 bad 
reason to expect should give their consent to the matdL 
However, as she was extremely foud of me (as I wu in- 
deed distractedly enamoured of her), they were prerailed 
on to comply with her desires, and the day was fixed for 
our marriage, 

" On the evening preceding, while I was exalting with 
the eager expectation of the happiness I was the next day 
to enjoy, I received orders to march early in the morning 
towards Windsor, where a large army was to be formed, 
at the head of which the king intended to march into 4 
West Any person, who hath ever been in iove, may e 
imagine what I felt in my mind, on receiving those ori 
and what still heightened my torments was, that the c 
manding oiBccr would not permit any one to go out of the 
garrison that evening; so tlint I had not even an oppoiCBC 
nity of taking leave of my beloved. 

" The morning came which was to have [ 
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saioD of mv wishos; but alasl the scene was QOW I 

mgctl, and all the hopea which I liad raised, were now 90 1 

[Kaiiy ghosts to haunt, and furiea to torment mo, 

" II WB9 now the midat of winter, and very sevens 
weather for the season ; when wo were obliged to mako 
very long and fatiguing marches, in which wc HuSorod nil 
the inoonvenieuces of cold and hunger. The night in 
which I expected to riot in the arms of my beloved miB- 
treas, I was obliged to take up with a lodging ou tho 
ground, exposed to the inclemencies of a rigid frost ; nor 
could I obtain the least comfort of sleep, which shunned 
me aa its enemy. In short, the horrors of that night nro , 
not to be deacrihcd, or perhaps imagined. They made 
such an impression on my soul, that I was forced to bo 
dipped three times in the river Lethe to prevent ray re* 
membering it in llie characters which I afterwards [ler- 
formed in the flesh." 

Here I interrupted Julian for the first time, and told 
him, no such dipping had happened to me in my voyage 
from one world to the other ; hut lie satisfied mo by saying, 
" That this only happened to those spirits which returned 
into the flesh, in order to prevent that reminiscenco whieh 
Pinto mentions, and whieh would otherwise caiiso great 
confusion in the other world." 

He then proceeded as follows : " We continued a very 
^luborious march to Exeter, which we were ordered to be- 
^■feige. The town soon surrendered, and his majesty built 
^^fteastlfl there, which he garrisoned with his Normans, and 
^^Bhappily 1 had the misfortune to be one of the number. 
^^B** Here wo were confined closer than I had been at 
^^■|prer ; for, as the citizens were extremely disntfectcd, we 
^Hnire never suffered to go without the wells of the castle; 
nor indeed could we, unless in large hodiea, williout the 
utmost danger. We were likewise kept to continuiil duty, 
f could any solicitations prevail with tho commanding^ j 
XT to give mo a month's absence to visit my love, from 
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whom I had no opportunity of hesriug in tU my lone 
absence. 

" However, id the spring, the people being more qoisc, 
and another oflicer of a geutJer temper eocceeding to the 
priDcipal commaod, I obtained leave to go to Dover: but 
alas ! what comfort did my loDg journey bring me * I fooad 
the parents of my darling in the utmost misery at her logs; 
for she had died, about a week before my arrival, of a con- 
Bnmption, which they imputed to her pining at my sodden 
departure. 

" I now fell into the most violent and ahnoet raving fit of 
despair, I cursed myself, the king, and the whole world, 
which no longer seemed to have any delight for me. I 
threw myself on the grave of my deceased love, and lay 
there without any kiad of sustenance for two whole days. 
At last hunger, together with the persuasions of some peo- 
ple who took pity on me, prevailed with me to quit that 
situation, and refresh myself with food. They then per' 
snaded me to return to my post, and abandon a pUoe when 
almost every object I saw, recalled ideas to my miiul, 
which, as they said, I should endeavour with my utmost 
force to expel from it. This advice at length succeeded; 
the rather, as the father and mother of my beloved refused 
to see me, looking on me as the innocent but certain cause 
of the death of Uieir only child. 

"The loss of one we tenderly love, as it is one of tbe most 
hitter and biting evils which attends human life, so it 
wants the lenitive which palliates and softens evet^ otber 
calamity; I mean that great reliever hope. Xo man can 
lie so totally undone, but that he may still cherish expec- 
tation: but this deprives us of all such comfort, nor can 
anything but time alone lessen it. This however, in most 
minds, is sure to work a slow but effectnal remedy ; so did 
it in mine: for, within a twelvemonth, I was entirely reeon- 
ciled to my fortune, and soon after absolutely forgot tlie 
object of a passion from which I had promised myself audi 
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extreme happioesa, and in the dlsappoiutmcut of which I 1 
bad experienced such inconceivable misery. 

"At the expiration of the mouth, I returned to my ga^ 
rieon at Exeter ; where I was no Booner arrived, than I wa8 
ordered to march into the north, to oppose a force there 
levied by the earls of Chester and Northumberland. We 
came to York, where his majesty pardoned the beads of the 
rebels, and very severely punislied some who were leas 
guilty. It was particularly my lot to be ordered to seize fl 
poor man, who had never been out of hia house, and convey 1 
him to prison. I detested this barbarity, yet was ohligod to J 
execute it; nay, though no reward would have bribed me in I 
a private capacity to have acted such a part, yet so much I 
sanctity is there in the commands of a monarch, or general* I 
to a soldier, that I performed it without reluctance, nor had I 
the tears of his wife and family any prevalence with me. 

"But this, which wag a very small piece of mischief in I 
comparison with many of my barbarities afterwards, waa I 
however the only one which ever gave me any uneasiness; | 
for when the king led us afterwards into Northumberland 
to revenge those people's having joined with Oabome the 
Dane in his invasion, and orders were given us to commit 
what ravages we could, I was forward in fulfilling them, 
and among some lesser cruelties (I remember it yet with 
Borrow) I ravished a woman, murdered a little infant play- 
ing in her lap, and then burnt her house. In short, for I 
have no pleasure in this part of my relation, I had my ] 
share in all the cruelties exercised on those poor wretches ; 
which were so grievous, that for sixty miles together, be- 
tween York and Durham, not a single bouse, church, or 
any other public or private edifice waa left standing. 

" We bad pretty well devoured the country, when we 
were ordered to march to the Isle of Ely, to oppose Here- 
ward, a bold and stout soldier, who had under him a very 
krge body of rebels, who had the Impudence to rise against 
r king and conqueror (I talk now in the same style I 
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did then) in defense of iheir liberties, as they called tfaem. 
These were soon subdned, but as I happened (more to my 
glory than uiy comfort) to bo posted in that part tliroogb 
which Hereward cut his waj, I received a dreadful cot oo 
the forehead, a second on the shoulder, and was ran tbim^ 
the botl; with a pike. 

" I languished a long time with these woonda, triuA 
made me incapable of attending the king into T ~ ~ 
However, I was able to go over with him afterwardaJ 
Normaudy, in his expedition against Philip, who f 
taken the opportunity of the troubles in England, to ii 
that province. Those few Normans who had aorvived thflr 
wounds, and had reiiieinod id the isle of Ely, were all of 
our nation who went, the rest of his army being all com- 
poeed of English. In a skirmish near the town of Hant^ 
my leg was broke, and so shattered, that it was forced to he 
cut oflf. 

" I was now disabled from serving longer in the army; 
and accordingly, being discharged from the service, I re- 
tired to the place of my nativity, where, in extreme poverty, 
and frequent bad health from the many wounds I had re- 
ceived, I dragged on a miaerabie life to the age of sisty^ 
three ; my only pleasure being to recount the feats of my 
youth, in which DHrratiTcs I generally exceeded the tnith, 

" It would be tedious and unpleasant to recount to jou 
the several miseries I suffered after my return to C 
it soffioe, they were so terrible, that they induced Mil 
compassionate me, and notwithstanding the barbarid 
had been guilty of in Northumberland, to sui 
onoe more hack to earth." 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

What happened to Julian in Ibeperaon of a TaQor. 

Fortune now stationed me in a character which tl'.e 
ingratitude of mankind hath put them on ridiculing, 
though they owe to it not only a relief from the inclemen- 
cies of cold, to which the would otherwise be exposed, but 
likewise a couaiderable satisfaction of their vanity. The 
character I mean was tliat of a tailor; which, if we con- 
gider it with due attention, must be confoaeed to have in it 
great dignity and importance. For, in reality, who eon- 
stittitee the different degrees between men but the tailor! 
the prince, indeed, givcB the title, but it is the tailor who 
makes the man. To hi3 labours are owing the respect of 
crowds, and the awe which great men inspire into their be- 
liolders, though these are too often unjustly atributed to 
other motives. Lastly, the admiration of the fair is most 
commonly to be placed to hia account. 

" I was just set up in my trade, when I made three suitu 
of fine clothes for king Stephen's coronation. I question 
whether the person who wears the rich coat, hath 80 much 
pleasure and vanity in being admired in it, as we tailors 
have from that admiration; and, prehaps, a philosopher 
would say, he ia not so well entitled to it. I buatled on the 
day of the ceremony through the crowd, and it was with 
incredible delight I heard several say, as my clothes 
walked by, bless me, was ever anything eo fine as the carl 

Devonshire I Sure he and Sir Hugli Bigot are tJic two 
dressed men I ever saw. Now both those suits were of 
my making. 

" There would indeed be infinite pleasure in working for 
the courtiers, as they are generally genteel men, and show 
one's clothes to the best advantage, was it not for one small 
discouragement; that is, that they never pay. I solemnly 
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protest, tho»^ I lost almoet as much b; the ocnitt mf 
life aa I got by the city, I never CHrried a salt into the li 
with half the eatisfaction which I hare done to the fan 
though from that I was certain of ready money, aiw] from 
this almost as certain of no money at sU. 

" Courtiers may, however, be divided into two sorts, very 
eseentially different from each other; into those who nerer 
intend to pay for their clothes ; and those who do intend to 
pay for them, bat never happen to be able. Of the hitter 
sort, are many of those yoang gentlemen whom we equip 
oat for the army, and who are, nnhappily for ua, cut off 
before they arrive at preferment. This is the reaaon tfatt 
tailors in time of war arc mistaken for politicians, by dieir 
inquisitivenesa into the event of battles, one campaign verj 
often proving the ruin of half a dozen of vs. I un snre 
I had frequent reason to curse that fatal battle of Cardigan, 
where the Welah defeated some of King Stephen's beat 
troops, and where many a good suit of mine, unpaid for, 
fell to the ground. 

" The gentlemen of this honourable calling have fared 
much better in later ages than when I was of it : for now it 
seems the fashion is, when they apprehend their customer 
is not in the best circumstances, if tliey arc not paid as soon 
as they carry home the suit, they charge him in their book 
as much again as it is worth, and then send a gentleman 

I with a small scrip of parchment to demand the money. If 
this be not immediately paid, the gentleman takes the beau 
with him to his house, where he locks bim up till the tailof 
is contented ; but in my time, these scrips of pardiment 
were not in use ; and if the beau disliked paying for hie 
clothes, as very often happened, we had no method of com- 
pelling him. 
"In several of the characters which I have related to yoo, 
I apprdiend, I have sometimes forgot myself, and oonud- 
ered myself as really interested, as I was when I permo* 
ated them on earth, X have just now eao^t myself in the 
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fact ; for I have complaiiied to you as bitterly of my cus- 
tomers as I formerly used te do wlen I was the tailor : but, 
in reality, though there were some few persons of very 
great quality, and some others, who never paid their debts ; 
yet those were but a few, and I had a method of repairing 
this loss. My cuatomers I divided under three heads ; those 
who paid ready money, those who paid slow, and those who 
never paid at all. The first of these, I considered apart by 
themselves, as persons by whom I got a certain but Binall 
profit. The two last I lumped together, making those who 
paid slow, contribute to repair my Inssen by those who did 
not pay at all. Thus, upon the whole, I was a very incou- 
sidornble loser, and might have left a fortune to my family, 
had I not launched forth into expenses which swallowed up 
all my gains. I had a wife, and two children. These in- 
deed I kept frugally enough ; for I half starved them ; but 
I kept a mistpess in a finer way, for whom I had a country 
house, pleasantly situated on the Tlinmes, elegantly fitted 
up, and neatly furnished. Tliis woman might very properly 
bo called my mistress ; for she was moat absolutely so ; and 
though her tenure was no higher than by my will, aho 
domineered as tyrannically, as if my chains had been rivet- 
ed in the strongest manner. To all this I subiuitted, not 
through any adoration of her beauty, which was indeed 
but indifferent. Iler charms consisted in little wunton- 
nesses, which she know admirably well to use in hours of 
dalliance, and which, I believe, are of all things the most 
delightful to a lover. 

" She was so profusely extravagant, that it seemed as if 
she had an actual intent to ruin me. This I am sure of, if 
Buc^ had been her real intention, she could have taken no 
properer way to accomplish it ; nay, I myself might appear 
to have had the same view: for besides this extravagant 
mistress, and my country-house, I kept likewise a brace of 
iten, rather for that it was fashionable so to do, than for 
great delight I took in the sport, which I very little 
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attended; not for want of leisnrc, for few noblcmeD] 
eo much. All the work I ever did was taking invftoun 
that only of my greatest and best customers. I 
cut a piece of cloth in my life, nor waa indwd n 
able to fashion a coat than any gentleman in the k 
This made a skilful servant too oeoessary to mc. He knew 
I must submit to any terms with, or any treatiDcnt from 
him. He knew it was easier for him to find another audi a 
tailor as me, than for me to procure such anolbcr workmu 
as him : for this season, he exerted the most aotoriooa lod 
cruel tyranny, seldom giving me a civil word : nor could the 
utmost condescension on my side, tliotigh attended with ron- 
tiuual presents and rewards, and raising his wages, content 
or please him. In a word, he was as absolutely my muter, 
as was ever an ambitious, industrious prime mitiiater over 
an indolent and voluptuous king. All my other jonmey- 
men paid more respect to him than to me ; for they ooosiJ- 
ered my favor as a necessary consequnee of obtaining his- 
" Th(«e were tho most remarkable occurrencca while I 
acted this part. Minos hesitated a few moments, and thm 
bid me get back again, without assigning any reoaoo." 



CHAPTER XXHL 
The life 0/ Alderman Julian. 

" I Kow revisited England, and was bom at ] 
My father was one of the magistrates of that city. H*'Q 
eleven children, of whom I was the eldest. He had g 
success in trade, and grew extremely rich, hut the lar^ciutf 
of his family rendered it impossible for him to leave me 
a fortune sufficient to live well on, independent of btisiiuw 
I was accordingly brought up to be a fishmonger : in wbidi 
capacity I myself afterwards acquired very conaiderablB 
wealth. 

"Thesamedispoaitionof mindfirlLich in priacca is called 
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nbition, is in eiibjecta named faction. To this temper I 
B greatly addicted from my youth. I was, while a boy, 
1 great partisan of prince Jobn'e against bia brother Uich* 
I, during the latter's absence in the holy war, and in hia 
Mptivity. I was no more than onG-and-twenty, wlien I 
first began to make political speochca in public, and to en- 
dciavour to foment disquietude and discontent in the city. 
Ae I was pretty well qualified for this office, by a great 
ihiL-ncy of worda, an harmonious accent, a graceful deliv- 
I'v, and above all an invincible assurance, I had soon 
:ii-(iuired some reputation among the younger citizens, and 
eomo of the weaker and more inconsiderate of a riper age. 
This, co-operating with my own natural vanity, made me 
extravagantly proud and supercilious. I soon began to 
eshiem myself a man of some consequence, and to overlook 
persons every way my superiors. 

" The famous liobin Hood and his companion Little 

John, at this time made a considerable figure in Yorkshire. 

I took upon me to write a letter to the former, in the name 

of the city, inviting him to come to Loudon, where 1 as- 

1 bim of very good reception, signifying to him ray 

L great weight and consequence, and how much I had 

bposed the citizens in hia favor. Whether be received this 

ter or no, I am not certain ; but he never gave me any 

r to it. 
'* A little afterwards one William Fitz-Osbom, or, as ho 
I nicknamed, William Long-Beard, began to make a 
larfi in the city. He was a bold and an impudent fellow, 
i had raised himself to great i>opuIarity with the rabble, 
r pretending to espouse their cause against the rich. I took 
's man's part, and made a public oration in his favor, aet- 
g him forth as a patriot, and one who had embarked in 
} enuee of liberty: for which service be did not receive 
I with the acknowledgments I expected. However, as I 
;bt I should easily gain the ascendant over this fellow, 
mtinued still firm on bia side, till the archbishop of 
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Cant^rbiir;, with an armed force, put an end to hu {iro- 
gress ; for be was ecized in Bow church, where he bad takn 
refuge, and with nine of his aceomplices hanged in disinL 

"I escaped narrowly myself; for I was eeizet] in the ami 
church with the rest, and as I had been very eoosidortli^ 
engaged in the enterprise, the archbishop was inclined tD 
make me an example; but my father's merit, who had id- 
Tanced a considerable sum to queen Eleanor, towards lilt 
king's ransom, preserved me. 

" The constemotion my danger had oeeasioned, kept me 
BOme time quiet, and I applied myself very assiduously to 
my trade. I invented all manner of methods to enhanea 
the price of &sh> and made use of my utmost endeavon to 
engross aa much of the business as possible in my owa 
hands. By these means I acquired a eubsiance, whien 
raised me to some little consequence in the city: but far 
from elevating me to that degree, which I had formerly 
flattered myself with possessing, at a time when I wu 
totally insignificant; for in a trading society, money must 
at least lay the foundation of all power and interest. 

" But as it hath been remarked, that the same ambition 
which sent Alexander into Asia, brings the wrestler on the 
green, and as this same ambition is as incapable as quick- 
silver of lying still ; so I, who was possessed, perhaps, of a 
share eqnal to what had fired the blood of any of the heroes 
of antiquity, was no less restless, and discontented with ease 
and quiet My first endeavours were to make myself head 
of my company, which Richard I. bad just published, and 
soon afterwards I procured myself to be chosen alderman. 

" Opposition is the only state which can give a subject an 
opportunity of exerting the disposition I was possessed of. 
Accordingly king John was no sooner seated on his throne, 
than I began to oppose his measures, whether right or 
wrong. It is true that monarch had faults enow. He was 
BO abandoned to lust and luxury that he addicted himself 
to the most extravagant excesses in both, while he indolently 
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saffered the king of France to rob him of almost all hia 
foreign dominions: my opposition therefore was justifiable 
enough, and if my motive from within had been aa good 
as the occasion from without, I should have had little 
excuse : but, in truth, I sought nothing but my own prefer^ 
ment, by making myself formidable to the king, and then 
selling to him the interest of that party, by whose means I 
bad become so. Indeed, had the public good been my care, 
however zealously I might have opposed the beginning of 
hia reign, I should not have scrupled to lend him my utmost 
•■"istance in the struggle bot^vcen him and pope Innocent 

■ Third, in which he was so manifestly iu the right; nor 
. I? suffered the insolence of that pope, and the power of 
lilt king of Prance, to have compelled him in tbe issue base- 
ly to resign hia crown into the hands of the former, and 
receive it again as a vassal; by means of which aeknowl- 
' liTiient the pope afterwards claimed this kingdom as a 
I iiitary fief to be held of the papal chair. A claim which 
asioned great uneasiness to many subsequent princes, 
itiid brought numberless calamities on the nation. 

"As the king had, among other concessions, stipulated to 
pay an immediate sum of money to Pandulph, which he 
had great difficulty to raise, it was absolutely necessary for 
him to apply to the city, where my interest and popularity 
were m high, that he hail no hopes without my assistance. 
\ -^ T knew this, I took care to sell myself and country aa 

•zh as possible. The terms I demanded, therefore, were 

I'liice, a pension, and a knighthood. All those were im- 
ijii'iiatf^ly consented to. I waa forthwith knighted, and 
promised the other two. 

" I now mounted the hustings, and without any regard 
to decency or modesty, made as emphatical a speech in 
favor of the king as before I had done against him. In this 
speech I justified all those measures which I had before 
cDodemned, and pleaded as earnestly with my fellow citi- 
tBDB to open their purses, as I had formerly done to prevail 
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with them to keep them shut. But, alas I ray rbetimc kid 
not the effect I proposed. The consequence of m; ai^ 
menta was onlj contfmpt to mjBclf. The people at fint 
Btared on ono another, and aftf^rwarde began unuiUDOadf 
to express their dislike. An impudent felow among tfaa 
reflecting nn my trade, cried out. Stinking Fidi ; whiek 
was immediately reiterated through the wbulo crowd. I 
was then forced to slink away home: but I waa not obtv to 
accomplish my retreat without being attended by the fflA 
who hiizza'd me along the street with the rcpestod cries of 
Stinking Pish. 

" I now proceeded to court to inform his majesty of ray 
faithful service, and how much I had suffered in bia cmce- 
I found by my first reception, he had already heard of xsj 
success. Instead of thanking me for my speech, he said, iBe 
city should repent of their obstinacy, for that be wooU 
show them who he was: and so saying, he inunediatdT 
turned that part to me, to which the toe of man bath lo 
wonderful an affection, that it is very dilEciilt, wbeoever it 
presents itself convemently, to keep our toes from the mo«t 
violent and ardent salutation of it. 

" I was a little nettled at this behsviour, and with taat 
earnestness claimed the king's fulfilling his promise; bat 
he retired without answering me. I then apjdied to sotw 
of the courtiers, who had lately professed great frieodslup 
lo me, had cat at my house, and invited me to theirB: bai 
not one would return me any answer, all running bvbt 
from me, as if I had been seized with some contagions dis- 
temper. I now found by experience, that as nouc can be v 
civil, so none can be ruder than a courtier. 

" A few moments after the king's retiring 1 was left 
alone in the room, to consider what I should do, or whither 
I should turn myself. Jily reception in the city promisnl 
itself to be equal at least with what I fotmd at oourL How- 
ever, there was my home, and thither it was neofiosuy I 
should retreat for the present. 
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" But, indeed, bad as I apprehended my treatment in tho 
city would be, it exceeded my expectation. I rode home 
t an ambling pad through crowds, who expressed every 
ad of disregard and contempt; pelting me not only with 
s most abusive language, tut with dirt. However, with 
Mch difficulty I arrived at last at my own house, with my 
mes whole, but eovered over with filth. 
' When I was got within my doors, and had shut them 
t the mob, who bad pretty well vented their apleen, 
I seemed now contented to retire; my wife, whom I 
md crying over her children, and from whom I hoped 
me comfort in my afflictions, fell upon me in the moat 
trageous manner. She asked mo, why I would venture 
i euch a step, without consulting her ; she 8aid,her advice 
^t have been civilly asked, if I was resolved not to 
3 been guided by it. That, whatever opinion I might 
Kve conceived of her understanding, the rest of the world 
ought better of it. That I had never failed when I had 
iked her counsel, nor ever succeeded without it; with 
i more of the same kind, too tedious to mention : con- 
fnding that it was a monstrous behaviour to desert my 
rty, and come over to the court. An abuse which I took 
lOrso than all tlio rest, as she had been constantly for sev- 
1 j-oars assiduous in railing at the opposition, in siding 
Rnth the court-party, and begging me to come over to it. 
■'And especially after my mentioning the offer of knighthood 
lo her, since which time she bad continually interrupted my 
repose with dinning in my ears the folly of refusing hon- 
ors, and of adhering to a party, and to principles by which 
I was certain of procuring no advantage to myself and my 
family. 

" I had now entirely lost my trade, so that I bad not the 
least temptation to stay longer in a city where I was cer- 
tain of receiving daily affronts and rebukes. I therefore 
^■Rde up my affairs with the utmost expedition, and, scrap- 
Hk together all I could, retired into the country ; where I 
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spent the remainder of my days in oniTersal 

being shunned by everybody, perpetually abused hj mj 

wife, and not much respected by my chtldrcn. 

" Hinos told me, thou(^ I had been a very vile fefln, 
he thought my sufFerings made atune atonemeo^ bmI mM 
me take the other trial." 



CHAPTER XXrv. 
Julian reoounta what happejied to him white He vat a Pod. 

" Roue was now the seat of my nntirity, where I »» 
bom of a family more remarkable for honour than ridw. 
I was intended for the Church, and had a pretty good e^ 
cation ; but my father dying while I was yoang. and 1«t- 
ing me nothing, for he had wasted his whole patrinioct, I 
was forced to enter myself in the order of mendicants. 

" When I was at school, I had a knack of rhyming, whiA 
I unhappily mistook for genius, and indulged to my <«a; 
for my verses drew on me only ridicule, and I was in con- 
tempt called The Poet. 

" This humour pursued me through my life. My first 
composition after I left school, was a panegyric on pope 
Alexander IV., who then pretended a project of dethnwicg 
the king of Sicily. On this subject I composed a poem of 
about fifteen thousand lines, which with much difficulty I 
got to be presented to his holiness, of whom I expected 
great preferment as my reward, but I was cmelly dissp- 
pointed : for when I had waited a year, without hearing ant 
of the coraraendalions I had flattered myself with reoeir- 
ing, and l>eing now able to contain no longer, I applied to i 
Jesuit, who was my relation, and had the pope's ear. lo 
know what his holiucss'^ opiuiou was of my work ; he coldlv 
answered me that he was at that time busied in concerns of 
too much importance to attend to the reading of poems. 
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" However disaatisfiod I might be, and really was, with 
I roceplion, ami liowever angry I was with the pope, for \ 

I understanding I entertained an immoderate con- 
■pt, I waa not yet discoxiraged from a second attempt, 
tordingly, I swn after produced another work, entitled, 
6 Trojan Horae. This was an allegorical work, in which 
P Church waa introduced into the world, in the same man- 
s that machine had been into Troy, Tlie priests were 
I aoldiera in its belly, and the heathen superstition the 
r to be destroyed by them. Thia poem was written in 
I remember some of the linos: 



" Jtfundanos acandit fatalia machina muroa, 
Farta aacerdotum iurmia : exinde per alvum 
Viai exire omnea, magna cum murmure olentea. 
\ man aJiter quam citm Aumanw furibundue ab Antria 
It aonus tt Narea aivtul aura invadtt hiantes. 
Mille acatfnt et mille alii; trepidare tinwre 
[ Ethnica gena ctepit : falsi per tnatw volantea 
' E^fugere Dei — Deaerlnqiie tcmpia relinquvnt. 
' Jam magnum crepilarit equua, viox orbia et alH 
Ingemnere poti : tunc tu paler, ultimata omnium 
\ Maxime Ali-xawinr, vevtretn matui-ua equinum 
k J)uerea, hea prolea meliori digne parente." 



'. believe Julian, had I not stopt him, would have 

» through the whole poem (for, as I obaervod, in moet 

the characters ho related, the affections he had enjoyed 

ue he personated thoni on earth, still made some imprea- 

S on him) ; but I begged him to omit the sequel of the 

, and proceed with hia history. He tlien recollected 

mlf, and, Emiling at the observation which by intuition 

l<perceived I had made, continued his narration as fol- 

PI oonfesa to yon," snya he, "that the delight in repeating 
r own works is so predotDinant in a poet that I find uoth- 
I can totally root it out of the soul. Happy would it be j 
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for those persons, if tbeir hearers could be delighted in Ae 
game mnuuer ; but aliu 1 hence that ingena solUudo can- 
plainedof b; Horace: for the vanity of mankind is sotandi 
greedier and more genoral than their avarice, that no be^ 
gnr is so ill receiver) by them aa ho who eolicits their praise. 

" Tliia I eutfici('ntly experienced in the character of a 
poet; for my compnny was shnnned (I believe, on this ae- 
cniint chiefly) by my whole house ; nay, there were few who 
would submit to hear me read my poetry, even at tlie 
price of sharing in my provisions. Tlie only persoti who 
gave me audience was a brother poet; he indeed fed nc 
with commendation very liberally : but as I was forced to 
bear and commend in my turn I perhaps bought his atta- 
tion dear enough. 

"Well, sir, if my expectations of the reward I hoped 
from my first poem iia<l baulked me, T had now still gn>at^ 
reason to complain ; for instead of being preferred or com- 
mended for the second, I was enjoined a very severe pen- 
ance by my superior for ludicrously comparing tlie pops lo 
a fart My poetry was now tlie jest of every company, 
except some few who spoke of it with detestation ; and i 
found, that inateail of recommending me to prefermeDt, it 
had effectually barred me from all probability of altaining 

iu 

" These discoumgemcnta bad now induced me to hj 
down my pen and write no more. But, as Juvenal a 






I was an example of the truth of this assertion: i 
soon betook myself again to my muse. Iti<!eed, a poet hath 
the same happiness with a man who is dotingly fond of an 
ugly woman. The one enjoys his muse, and the other his 
mistress, with a pleasure very little abated by the esteem 
of the world, and only undervalues their taste for not cor- 
responding with his own. 

"It is unnecessary to mention any more of my poems; 
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Ihey hnd all the same fate; and though in reality some of 
my Intter pieces deserved (I may now speak it without the 
imputation of vanity) a better success, as I had the char- 
acter of a bad writer, I found it impossible ever to obtain i 
the reputation of a good one. Had I posseased the merit of ] 
Homer I could have hoped for no applause ; since it must 
linve been a profound secret; for no one would now read a 
syllable of my writings. 

" The poets of my age were, as I believe you know, not 
very fnroous. However, there was one of some credit at 
tliftt time, though I have the consolation to know his works 
are all perished long ago. The malice, cuvy, and hatred I 
Ixtre this man, are inconceivable to any but an author, and 
an unsuccessful one; I never could bear to hear him well 
spoken of, and writ anonymous satires against him though 
I had received obligations from him; indeed I believe it 
would have been an absolute impossibility for him at any 
rate to have made me sincerely his friend, 

" T have heard an observation which was made by some 
one of later days, that there are no worse men than bad 
authors, A remark of the same kind hath been made on 
ugly women, and the truth of both stands on one and the 
same reason, viz., that they are both tainted with that 
cursed and detestable vice of envy ; which, as it ia tlie great- 
est torment to the mind it inhabits, so is it capable of intro- 
ducing into it a total corruption, and of inspiring it to the 
commission of the most horrid crimes imaginable. 

" My life was but «hort ; for I S'lon jtined niyaolf to death 
with the vice 1 just now mentioned. Minos told me, I was 
infinitely too bad for Elysium ; and as for the other place, 
the devil had sworn lie wonld never entertain a poet for 
Orphena's sake ; so I was forced to return again to the place 
from whence I cauie. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 
Julian performs the parts of a Knight, and a Daneimg-Miulv. 

" I NOW mounted the stage in Sicily, and became ■ 
knight-tDmplar; but, as my adventures differ so little ftam 
those I have recounted you in the character of a oomnun 
soldier, I shall not tire you with repetition. The soldier ani 
the captain differ in renlity ao little from one another, that 
it requires an accurate judgment to distinguish them; the 
latter wears finer clothes, and in times of success lires sonif 
what more delicately ; but as to everything else, they tcit 
nearly resemble one aTiother. 

" My next step was into France, where fortune assigned 
me the part of a dancing-master. I was so expert in my 
profession, that I was brought to court in my youth, and 
had the heels of Philip de Valois, who afterwards suc- 
ceeded Charles the Fair, committed to my direction. 

" I do not remember that in any of the characters in 
which I appeared on earth I ever assumed to myself a 
greater dignity, or thought myself of more real importance 
than now. I looked on dancing as the greatest excellence 
of human nature and on myself as the greatest proficient in 
it. And indeed, this seemed to be the general opinion of 
the whole court ; for I was the chief instructor of the youth 
of both sexes, whose merit was almost entirely defined hj 
the advances they made in that science which I bad the 
honour to profess. As to myself, I was fully persuaded of 
this truth, that I not only slighted and despised those wlio 
were ignorant of dancing; but I thought the highest char- 
acter I could give of any man was that he made a graceful 
bow : for want of which accomplishment I had a sovereign 
contempt for most persona of teaming; nay, for some 
officers in the army, and a few even of the courtiers theia- 
selves. 
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" Though so little of my youth had been thrown away in 
what they call literature, that I could hardly write and 
read, yet I ootupooed a treatise on education ; the first rodi- 
meots of which, as I taught, were to instruct a child in the 
science of coming handsomely into a room. In this I cor- 
rected many faults of my predecessors, particularly that of 
being too much in a hurry, and instituting a child iu the 
Bublimer parts of dancing before they are capable of mak- 
ing their lionoura. 

" But as I have not now the same high opinion of my 
profession which I had then, I shall not entertain yon with 
a long history of a life which consisted of borces and cou- 
pees. I^t it suffice that I lived to a very old age, and fol- 
lowed my businesa as long as I could crawl. At length I 
revisited my old friend Minos, who treated me with very 
little respect, and bade me dance back again to earth. 

" I did 80, and was now once more born an Etiglisbman, 
bred up to the church, and at length arrived to the station 
of a bishop. 

" Nothing was so remarkable in this character, aa my 
Hklw&ys voting*." 



BOOK XIX. 

CHAPTER Vn. 

WRereiii Aw\a Bolej/n relates the hUtorp of her life. 



I AM going now truly to recount a life, which from tlie 
time of its censing, has bcL-n, in the other world, the con- 
tinual subject of the cavils of contending parties; the one 

• Vm part ol 

pa»n by ibe number of ihe 

tory of Anaft Boleyn ; but a* 

whom tltB nArrmUTf) la told, m an ttj 
IhM this obapler it. In tbe orii^nal, 
■anatiau la It are. I tblok, as exralimi. • 
Ui be a 'UffeniBca In Ujin between this a 
Ifea EharaoMr of a wonuD vlilch la relab 
wrltUo br oiw of tbat lei. 



. _ — , . — , cQiuldBTable oda. M ap- 

book and cbapEar, whlcb contains. I fltul. Ibe kl*- 
Uie manner In vlilcb It «■■ InLrOduoed. or ' 
' MllT left fa Ibe dark. IbaTeoDlr' 
vrll Id a woman's hand : and Uiol 



Id. ibekt ^^H 
iK«d. or t« .^^^H 
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makiiig mn as black as hell, the other ss pnre and inDocent 
as the iiihabitants of this blessed place ; tlie miat of pErejo- 
dicc bliadiiig their eyes, and zeal for what tbey tbemaelvca 
profess making ovorythtng appear in the light, whidi 
thej think most conduves to ita honour. 

" My infancy was spent in my father's honse in 
childish plays, which arc most suitable to that state, 
think this was one of the happiest parts of my life ; f< 
parents were not among the number of those who look 
their children as eo many objects of a tyrannic power, 

I was regarded as the dear pledge of a virtuous love, 

all my little pleasures were thought from their indnlgeiMB 
their greatest delight At seven years old, I was carried 
into France with the king's sister, who was married to the 
French king, where I Kved with a person of quality, who 
was an acquaintance of my father's. I spent my time io 
learning those things necessary to give young persous of 
fashion a polite education, and did neither good nor eri^ 
but day passed after day in the same easy way, till I wa 
fourteen ; then began my anxiety, my vanity grew strong 
and my heart fluttered with joy at every complim^ot paid 
to my beauty : and as the lady, with whom I lived, was of 
o gay, cheerful disposition, she kept a great deal of com- 
pany, and my youth and charms made me the continual 
object of their admiration. I passed some little tim« in 
those exulting raptures, which are felt by every woman, 
perfectly satisfied with herself and with the behaviour of 
othera towards her: I was, when very youug, promoted to 
be maid of honour to her majesty. The court was fre- 
quented by a young nobleman, whose beauty was the chief 
subject of conversation in all assemblies of ladies. The 
delicacy of his person, added to a great softness in his man- 
ner, gave everything he said and did sudi an air of tender- 
ness, that every woman he spoke to dattored herself with 
being the object of his love^ I was one of thoae who wa» 
vain enough of my own charms to hope to make a conquest 
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EfanTi,wIiom tlie whole court siglied for: for I now thought 
Wery other object below my notice: yet tho only plcastiro I ' 
proposed to myself in this dcsigti was, the trinmphing over 
that heart, which I plainly say all the Intliea of the highest 
quality, nnd the greatest beauty would have been proud of 
possessing. I was yet too young to be verj' artful ; but nat- 
ure, without any assistance, soon dideovors to a man, who is 
used to gallantry, a woman's desire to be liked by him, 
whether that desire arises from any particular choice she 
inakta of him, or only from vanity. Ho soon perceived 
my thoughts, and gratified my utmost wishes by constantly 
preferring ine before all other women, and exerting Ins ut- 
most gallantry and address to engage my affections. This 
sudden happiness, which I then thought the greatest I 
oould have had, appeared visibly in ail my actions; I grew 
so gay, and so full of vivacity, that it made my person 
appear still to a better advantage, all my acquaintance 

Ietcnding to be fonder of me than ever : though, young as 
Was, I plainly saw it was but pretence, for, through all 
eir endeavours to the contrary, envy would often break 
rth in sly insinuations, and malicious sneers, which gavo 
t fresh matter of triumph, and frequent opportunities 
insulting them ; which I never let Mlip, for now first my 
female heart grew sensible of the spiteful pleasure of seeing 
another languish for what I enjoyed. ttTiilst I was in tho 
height of my happiness, her majesty fell ill of a languish- 

K distemper, which obliged her to go into the country for 
change of air ; my place made it necessary for me to at- 
1 her, and which way ho brought it about, I can't 
imagine, but my young hero found means to be one of that 
small train that waited on my royal niitress, although she 
w ent as privately as possible. Hitherto all the interviewB 
d ever had with him were in public, and I only looked 
1 as the fitter object to feed that pride which had no 
ciow but to show its jwwer; but now the owno was 
ite changed. My rivals were all at a distance: the 
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place we went to was ss channiiig as the moat agreeable 
natural situation, assisted by tlie greatest art, n>u)<l maka 
it; tlie pleasant solitary walks, tbe singing of birds, the 
thousand pretty romantic scenes (his delightful place 
afforded, gave a sudden tun to my mind, mj wbote 
soul was melted into softness, and all my vanity was fled. 
My spark was too much used to affairs of this natnre not to 
perceive this change; at first the profiiao transports of biB 
joy made mc believe him wholly mine, and the belief 
gave me sticli happiness, that no language affords words to 
express it, and can he only known to those who have felt il. 
But tliis was of a very short duration, for I soon found I 
had to do with one of those men, whose only end in the 
pursuit of a woman is to make her fall a victim to an in- 
eatiable desire tu be admired. His designs had saccecded, 
and now he every day grew colder, and if by infatoatiot^ 
my passion every day increased; and, notwithstanding 
all my resolutions and endeavours to tlie contrary, my n^ 
at the disapp<jintment ut once both of my love and pride^ 
and at the finding a passion fixed in my breast I knew not 
how to conquer, broke out into that inconsistent behaviour, 
which must always be the consequence of violent passions. 
One moment I reproached him, the next I grew to teQdc^ 
nc88 and blamed myself, and thought I fancied what was 
not true; be saw my struggle and triumphed in it; bat 
as he had not witnesses enough there of his victory, to give 
him the full enjoyment of it, he grew weary of tbe ooantxy, 
and returned to Paris, and left mc in a condition it ia 
utterly impossible to describe. My mind was like a city 
up in arms, all confusion: and every new thought was a 
fresh disturber of my peace. Sleep quite forsook me, and 
the anxiety I suffered, threw mo into a fever which had 
like to have cost me my life. With great care I recovered ; 
but the violeuce of tbe distemper left such a weakness od 
my body that the disturbance of my mind was greatly as- 
suaged : and now I began to comfort myself in the refleo- 
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tion, that tLia gentleman's being a finiahed coquet, was very J 
likely the only thing could have preserved me ; for he waa J 
the ooly man from whom I waa ever iu any danger. By 
that time I was got tolerably well, we returned to Paris ; ' 
and I confess I both wished and feared to see this cause of \ 
all my pain: however, I hope, by the help of my resent- 
meot, to be able to meet him with indifference. This em- 
ployed my thoughts till our arrival. The next day there • 
was a very full court to congratulate the queen on her re- 
covery ; and among the rest, my love appeared dressed and 
adorned, as if be designed some new conquest. Instead of 
seeing a woman he despised aud slighted, he approached 
me with that assured air which is common to siiecesaful cox- 
combs. At the same time, I [)erceived I waa surrounded 
by all those ladies who were on bis account my greatest 
enemies: and, in revenge, wished for nothing more than 
to see me make a ridiculous figure. This situation so 
perplexed my thoughts, that when he came near enough 
to speak to me, 1 fainted away in his arms, (Ilad I 
studied which way I could gratify him most, it was im- 
possible to have done anything to have pleased him more) 
Some that stood by, brought smelling-bottles, and used 
means for my recovery ; and I was welcomed to returning 
life by all tliose ill-natured repartees, which women en- 
raged by en\y are capable of venting. One cried, ' Well, 
I never thought my lord had anything so frightful in hia 
person, or so fierce in his manner as to like to stike a young 
lady dead at tbe sight of him.' * No, no,' says another, 
' some ladies* senses are more apt to be hurric4 by agree- 
able tlian disagreeable objects.' With many more such 
sort of speeches which showed more malice than wit. 
This not being able to boar, trembling, and with but just 
strength enough to move, I crawled to my coach and 
hurried home. When I waa alone, aud thought on what 
Itad happened to me in a public court, I was at first driven 
r the utmost despair ; but afterwards, when I come to 
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rofioct, I believe this sccidpnt oontnbated more to my teio^ 
cnretl of my paseioii, than any other coald have done. I 
began to think the only method to pique the man, wtio hiA 
used me so barbarously, nnd to be revenged on my epilGial 
rivals, was to recover that beauty, which whs thcTi languid, 
and had lost its lustre, to let them see I had stUl chamti 
enough to engage as many lovcra as I could desire, ADti 
that I could yet rival them, nho had thus cruelly ionilied 
me. These pleasing hopes revived my sinking apirits, uui 
worked a more effectual cure on me, tban all the philoaopliy 
and advice of the wisest men could have done I Dcnr da* 
ployed all my time and care in adorning my person, and 
studying the surest means of engaging the affection of 
others, while I myself continued quite tndifferejit: for 1 
resolved for the future, if ever one soft tbou^t made iU 
way to my heart, to fly the object of it, and by new loven to 
drive the image from my breast. I consulted m^ glial 
every morning, and got such » command of my counts 
nance, that I could suit it to the different tastes of a varlelj 
of lovers; and though I was young, for I was not yet above 
aeventeen, yet my public way of life gave me socb ocmtin- 
ual opportunities of conversing with men, and the strong 
desire I now bad of pleasing them, led luo to make such cott- 
stant observations on everything they said or did, that I 
soon found out the different methods of dealing with 
them. I observed that most men generally liked in 1 
men what was most opposite to their own charactera ; 
fore, to the grave solid man of sense I endeavoured ( 
pear sprightly, and full of spirit; to the witty and j 
8oft and languisliing ; to the amorous (for they want n 
crease of their passions) cold and reserved; to the fei 
and backward, warm and full of fire, and so of all tint 9 
As to beaux, and all those sort of men, whoae desires are 
centered in the satisfaction of their vanity, I had learned 
by sad experience, the only way to deal with them wu to 
laugh at them, and let their own good opinion of tl 
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B the only support of their hopes. I knew, while I could 
t other followers, I was sure of them ; for the only sign 
motleaty they ever give, is that of not doponding on their 
1 judgiueuts, but following the opinions of the greatest 
nber. Thus furnished with maxima, and grown wise by 
pt errors, 1 in a manner began the world again: I 
>eared in all public places handsomer and more lively 
J ever, to the amazement of every one who saw me, and 
i beard of the affair between me and my lord. He him- 
f was much surprised, and vexed at this sudden change, 
r could he account how it was poesible for me so soon 
ibakc off those chains he thought he had fixed on me for 
b, nor was he willing to lose his eonqueat in this manner, 
\ endeavoured by all means possible to talk to mc again 
love, but I stood fixed to my resolution (in which I waa 
iBtly assisted by the crowd of admirers that daily sur- 
mded me), never to let him explain himself: for uotwith- 
ing all my pride, I found the first impression the heart 
BieveB of love is so strong that it requires the moat vigi- 
t care to prevent a relapse. !Now I lived three years in a 
letant round of diversions, and was made the perfect idol 
f all the men that came to court of all ages and all 
iracters. I had several good matches offered mo, but 
fought none of them equal to my merit; and one of 
^greatest pleasures was toaee those women, who had pre- 
ideil to rival me, often glad to marry those whom I had 
Tcfused. Yet, notwithstanding this great success of my 
schemea, I cannot say I was perfectly happy; for every 
woman that was taken the least notice of, and every man 
lAt was insensible to my arts, gave me as much paiu us all 
I rest gave mc pleasure; and sometimes tittle ander- 
Klwad plots, which were laid against my designs, would 
succeed in spite of my care : so that I really began to grow 
weary of this manner of life, when my father, returning 

E*-™" his embassy in France, took me home with him, and 
ed me to a little pleasant country-houfie, where there 
: 
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I Dothiiig grand or superfluous, but ererytliing nect snd 
; tloro I led a life perfectly eoliUry. Al %t% 

i time bung very bctavy on my handi^ and I wanted iH 
kind of employment, and I had very like to have falleo ial* 
the height of tho vapours, from no other resaoo but fram 
want of knowing what to do with myaclf. But wheo I haJ 
lived here a little time, I found gueh a ealmnesa in WJ 
mind, and such a difference between this and the rcetlvsB 
anxieties I had experienced in a court, that I began to 
share the tranquillity that visibly appeared in everythinc 
around me. I set myeelf to do works of fant^, and to niic 
little flowcr-gardeuB, with many such innoa^nt rural amu«^ 
mente; which altbough they are not capable of aSordiojE 
any great pleasure, yet they give that serpno turn lo U»o 
mind, which I think much preferable to anything else 
human nature is made susceptible of. I now resolved to 
spend the rest of my days here, and that nothing sbuald 
allure me from this sweet retirement, to be again UxttA 
about with tempestuous passions of any kind. Whihrt I 
was in this situation, my lord Piercy, the earl of Nonlh 
umberland's eldest son, by an accident of losing bia m/ 
after a fox-chaae, was met by my father, about a mik 
from our house; he came home with him, only with « 
design of dining with ua; but was so taken with n^ 
that he stayed three days. 1 had loo much cxpertcnrs 
in all affairs of this kind, not to see pre 
the influence I had on him; but I was at that I 
entirely free from all ambition, that even the pre 
being a countess had no effect on me ; and I then t 
nothing in the world could have bribed me to have c 
my way of life. This young lord, who was just u4 
bloom, found his passion so strong, he could not cndiu 
long absence, but returned again in a week, and «h 
deavonred, by all the means he could think of, to engage 
me to return hia affection. Ho addressed mo with tlut 
tendenieis and respect, which women on earth tbinl; oao 
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flow from nothing but real love ; aod very often told me, 
that iinlees he could be bo happy, as by his assiduity and 
care to make himself agreeable to me, although he know 
my father would eagerly embrace any proposal from him, 
yet he would suffer that last of miseries, of never seeing me 
more, rather than owe his own happiness, to anything 
that might be the least contradiction to my inclinations. 
This manner of proceeding had something ia it so noble 
Bad generous, that by degrees it raised a sensation in me, 
which I know not how to describe, nor by what name to call 
it ; it was nothing like my former passion ; for there waa 
no turbulence, no uneasy waking nights attending it, but all 
I could with honour grant to oblige him, appeared to me 
to be jnstly duG to his truth and lovo, and more the effect 
of gratetudc, than of any desire of my own. The character 
I had heard of him by my father at my first returning 
to England, in discoursing of the young nobility, convinced 
me that, if I waa his wife, I should have the perpetual 
satisfaction of knowing every action of his must bo ap- 
proved by al! the sensible part of mankind ; bo that very 
won I began to have no scruple left, hut that of leaving my 
little scene of quietness, and venturing again into the 
world. But this, by his continual application and submia- 
nve behaviour, by degrees entirely vanished, and I agreed 
he ehoold take his own time to break it to my father, whoso 
consent he was not long in obtaining; for such a mateh wa8 
by no means to be refused. There remained nothing now 
to be done, but to prevail with tho earl of Northumberland 
to comply with what his son so ardently desired ; for which 
pnrpoee he set out immediately for London, and begged 
it as tho greatest favour Uiat I would accompany my father, 
who was also to go tliithcr the week following. I could 
not refuse his request, and as soon as we arrived 
town, he flew to mo with the greatest raptures, to inform 
mo hia father was so good, that, finding his happiness 
pcnded on hia answer, bo had given him free leave to not i 
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tbu a0air as would bwt pleue himself > and that be had w* 
tw iibrtaclc to pnirml his wishes. It was then the he^aaatf 
of the wintcf, and the tiine for our marriage ww &ud fat 
the latter end of March : the consent of all parties made Ul 
acccfls to me rrrj easy, and wc (xmrersed together bodi 
with innocence and jilcesure. As his fondneea wu n 
great, that he ctmtrived all the methods possible to keep me 
coDtinnatlj- io his sight, be told me one morning he ni 
commanded by his father to attend him to court that en- 
ning, and begged I would be eo good as to meet liim there. 
I was now eo used to act as be would have me, that I tatit 
no difficulty of complying with his desire. Two ikjs 
after this, 1 was rery much surprised at perceiving eoA I 
mcUnchoIy in his comitenanoc, aod alteration in bis be- 
haTioar,aa I could no way acooont for ;bHt by importoai?, 
at last I got from him, that Cardinal Wolsey, for «bat 
reason he knew not, had per^nptorily forbid Iiim (o dunk 
any more of me : and, when he urged that hia father was nol 
displeased with it, the cardinal, in his imperious mansa, 
answered him, he should give his father audi convitKUtg 
reaaoo^ why it wonld be attended with great iucoavtiD- 
ieoces, that he was sure he could bring him to be of hii 
opinion. On which he turned from him, and gave him M 
opportunity of replying. I could not imagine what duign 
the cardinal could have in intermeddling in this maldii 
and I was still more perplexed to find that my father treat- 
ed my lord Picrcy with much more coldness (ban u^ial; h» 
too saw it, and we both wondered what could po^ibly be llw 
cause of all this. But it was not long before the mystefj 
was all made clear by my father, who sending for me ow 
day into his chamber, let me into a secret which was u 
little wished for as expected, lie began with the surprising 
effects of youth and beauty, and the madness of letting gt 
those advantages they mi^t procure as till it was too laUv 
when wc might wish in vain to brit^ them back again. I 
etood amazed at this beginning; he saw my ooufnsion, lod 
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pio sit down and attend to what be was going to tell me, 
1 was of the greatest consequence; and he hoped I 
luld be wise enough to take his advice, and act as he 
shoulil tliink best for my future welfare. He then asked mo 
if I should not be much pleased to bo a queen? I answered 
ith tfie greatest earnestness, that so far from it, I would 
'I live in a court again to be the greatest queen in the 
lid ; that I had a lover who was both desirous and able to 
lie my station, even beyond my wishes. I found thia 
iit'ourse was very displeasing; my father frowned, and 
■iilled me a romantic fool, and aaid, if I would hearken to 
him he could make me a queen ; for the cardinal had told 
lam, that the king, from tJie time he saw me at court the 
other night, liked me; and intended to get a divorce from 
his wife, and to put me in her place; and ordered him to 
find Bomo method to make me a maid of honour to her pres- 
ent majesty, that in the meantime he might have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing me. It is impossible to express the as- 
tonishment these words threw me into; and notwithstanding 
that tlie moment before, when it appeared at so great a 
distance, I was very sincere in my declaration, how much 
it was against my will to he raised so lilgh ; yet now the 
prospect came nearer, I confess my heart fluttered, and my 
eyes were dazzled with the view of being seated on a throne. 
My imagination presented before me all the pomp, power, 
and greatness, that attend a ero^^n ; and I was so per- 
plexed I knew not what to answer, but remained as silent 
ta if I had lost the use of my speech, 'ilj father, who 
guessed what it was that made me in thia condition, pro- 
ceeded to bring all the arguments he thought most likely to 
bend me to his will; at last, I recovered from thia dream of 
grandeur, and begged him, by all the most endearing names 
I could think of, not to urge me dishonourably to forsake 
the man, who I was convinced would raise me to sn em* 
pire, if in his power, and who had enough in his power to 
give me all I desired. But he was deaf to all I could say. 
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and insisted tliat fay next wedt, I should pfepue mjsdf 
to go to court : he bid nie consider of it, and not prefer t 
ridicaloos notion of honor to the real iaUtroiA of my 
whole family, bnt, abore all things, not to tliMoWl vlitt Itf 
bad trusted me with. On which be left me to my own 
thou^ts. When I was alone, I rBfleeted bow litUe red 
teod(>rDes9 this behaviour sliow«d to me, whose bappinev 
be did not at alt consnlt ; but only looked on me aa a Udder, 
on which he could climb to the height of his own aTpfaitioyi 
doeiros: and, whon I thought of his fondoeas for me in mj 
infancy, I could impute it to nothing, but eitlier the Uk- 
il^ me as s plaything, or the gratiScatioa of bis Tanil^ 
in my beauty. Bat I was too much divided between a 
crown and my engagement to lord Pierfy to spend mud 
time in thinking of anything else; and although my fa- 
ther had positively forbid me, yet, when be came next, I 
conid not help acquainting him with all that bad puwd, 
with the reaenre only of the struggle in my own mind oa 
the first mention of being b queen. I expected he woukl 
bare receired the news with the greatest agonies ; but he 
showed no vast emotion : however, he oooU not help tomisg 
pale ; and, taking mo by the hand, looked at me with am sir 
of tenderness, and said, ' If being a queen will make yno 
happy, and it is in your power to be so, I would not for tbo 
world prevent it, let me suffer what I will.' This air^agiiig 
greatness of mind had on me quite the contrary effect ftoa 
what it ought to have had ; for instead of increasing ny 
love for him, it almost put an end to it, and I b^an to 
think, if he conId part with me-, the matter was not modi* 
And I am coninnced, when any man ^vea ap tb« pot- 
session of a womsD, whose consent be has onoe obtained, 
let his motive be ever so generous, he will disoblige her. I 
could not help showing my dissatisfaction, and told htm, 
I was very glad this affair sat so easily on him. TLe had 
not power to answer, but was so suddenly struck with this 
imexpected ill-natured turn I gave his behaviour that fas 
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1 amazed for some time, and then bowed and left me. 

f I was agflio left to mj own reBections; but to make 

ling intelligible out of them, ia quite impossible; I 

I to be a queen, and wished I might not be one; I 

1 have my lord Pierey happy without mo ; and yet I 

1 not have the power of my charms lie so weak that 

Muld bear the thought of life after beiug disappointed 

? love. But the result of all these confused tlioughts 

■ a resolution to obey my father. I am afraid there was 

^much duty in the case, though at that time I was glad to 

e hold of that auiall aliadow, to save me from looking on 

D actions in the true light. When my lover came 

I looked on him with that coldness that he could not 

■, on p«r|>ose to rid myself of all importunity : for since 

lad resolved to use him ill, I regarded him as the monu- 

t of my shame, and his every look appeared to me to 

iraid me. My father soon carried me to court ; tlier© I 

I no very hard part to act ; for, with the experience I had 

1 of mankind, I could find uo great difficulty iu man- 

; a man who liked me, and for whom I not only did not 

, but had an utter aversion to: but this aversion he 

ed to be virtue: for how credulous is a man who 

1 inclinatiou to believe? And I took care sometimes 

Idrop words of cottages and love, and bow happy the 

IS who d.xed her affections on a man in such a 

;i of life, that she might sh'iw her love without being 

BCted of hypocrisy or mercenary views. All this was 

dllowed very easily by the amorous king, who pushed on 

I divorce with the ntmoat impetuosity, ultliough tlie 

r lasted a giMid while, and I remained most part of the 

e behind the curtain. Whenever the king mentioned il 

, I used such arguments against it, as I thought the 

t likely to make him the more eager for it ; begging, 

t nnlesa his eonacienee was really touched, he would not 

f flceount give any grief to his virtuous fineen ; for. in 

; liLT haodmatil, [ thougtit myself highly honoured; 
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and that I would not only forego ft crown, but even given op 
the plettBuro of ever seeing him more, rather than wr 
my royal mistress. This way of talking, joined to his eager 
desire to possess my person, convinced tho king eo strongly 
of my exalted merit ttiat he thought it a merilurioii* act 
to diepleco the woman (nhom he could not hare so good an 
opinion of, because ho was tired of her), antl to put me in 
her place. After about a year's stay at court, as the 
king's love to mo began to be talked of, it was tbou^I 
proper to remove me, that there might be no umbragp giwa 
to the cjiieen's party ; I was forced to comply with this, 
though greatly against my will; for I was very jealous 
that absence might change the king's mind. I retired 
again with my father to his country-seat; but it had no 
longer those charraa for me which I once enjoyed there; for 
my mind was now too much taken up with ambition to maii 
room for any other thoughts. During my stay hero, my 
royal lover often sent gentlemen to mo with messagea and 
letters, which I always answered in the manner I thought 
would best bring about my deaigns, which were to como 
back again to court. In all the letters that passed between 
us, tiiere was something so kingly and commanding in liiS| 
and BO deceitful and submissive iu mine, that I sometimes 
could not help reflecting on tlio difference betwixt this 
correspondence and that witli lord Piercy, yet I was w 
pressed forward by the desire of a crown, I could not think 
of turning back In all I wrote I continually praised lis 
resolution of letting me be at a distance from him, since 
at this time it conduced indeed to my honour ; but what was 
of ten times more weight with me, I thought it was 
necessary for his; and I would sooner suffer anything 
in tlie world than be any means of hurt to him, either 
in his interest, or reputation. I always gave somo 
hints of ill-health, with some reflections how necessary the 
peace of the mind was to that of the body. By these means 
I brought him to recall me again by the most abeoluta 
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Band, wLich I for a little time artfully delayed (for I 

^w the impatience of bis temper would not bear any coa- 

[diction), till he made my father in a mauuer fore© me 

I what I most wished, with the iitmoat appearance of 

luctauce on my aide. When I had gained this point, I 

1 to think which way I could separate the king from 

B queen, for hitherto tlicy lived in the same house. The 

r Mary, the queen's daughter, being then about sixteen, 

ponght for emissaries of her own age, that I could confide 

L to instil into her mind disrespectful thoughts of ber 

flier, anil make a jest of the tenderncsa of hia conseience 

font the divorce. I knew she bad naturally strong pas- 

, and that young people of that age are apt to tbink 

e that pretend to be their friends are really so, and only 

rak their minda freely ; I afterwards contrived to bave 

yword she spoke of him carried to the king; who took it 

J as I could wish, and fancied those things did not come 

■ first from the young lady, but from ber motlier. Ho 

fuld often talk of it to me, and I agreed with bim in hia 

ktiments ; but then, as a great proof of my goodness, I 

Ways endeavoured to excuse her, by saying a lady so long 

|be used to bo a royal queen might naturally bo a little 

lepcrated with those she fancied would Uirow her from 

ht station she so justly deserved. By tliese sort of plots, 

Bound the way to make the king angry with the queen ; 

f nothing is easier than to make a man angry with a 

Eoan he wants to be rid of, and who stands in the way 

ween him and his pleasures: so that now the king, on 

B pretense of tJie queen's obstinacy, in a point where bis 

science was bo tenderly concerned, parted with her. 

rerything was now plain before: I bad nothing far- 

■ to do hut to let llie king alone to hia own desires; 

1 1 had no reason to fear, since they had carried bi:u ao 

b, but that they would urge bim on to do everything I I 

ned at. I was created marchioness of Pembroke. Tbia . 

lity sat very easy on me; for the tboughta of ft mxxck 1 
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hij^r title took from me all feeling of this : and I 
upon being a nuucfaioiien m» a triHc, not that I saw tbe 
ble in ilx true light, bot beeaoao it fell abort of what I 
figured to inj-iptf 1 should sooa obtain. Tbe king's deaira 
grew very iropatient, and it was not long before I watpri- 
Tately marricO totiini. Iwaa no Bomer his wif e thanlfwul 
ill the qn4«n oome upon me: I felt myeelf conscious of wy- 
altr, and even tbe faces of my most iotimale aequatDtanee 
Boomm] to me to be quite strange. I hardly knew thoD, 
bei^t bad turned niy head, and I was like a man placed 
on a monument, to whose sight all creatures at a great 
distance below him, appear like so many little pignues 
crawling about on the earth; and the prospect so greatly 
delighted me, tliat I did not presently consider, that in both 
cases descenrling o few steps erected by human hands would 
place us in tbe number nf those very pigmiea who appcsated 
Bo despicable. Our marriage was kept private for acme 
time, for it was not thought proper to make it public (lb* 
affair of the divorce not being finished) till the birth ut 
my daughter EltEabeth made it necessary. But all who 
aew me knew it; for my manner of speaking and acting 
was so much changed with my station, that all around nw 
plainly perceived, I was sure I was a queen. While it WM 
a secret, I had yet something to wish forj I could not bo 
perfectly satisfied, till all the world was acquainted with my 
fortune : but when my coronation waa over, and I was raised 
to tbe height of my ambition, instead of finding myadf 
happy, I was in reality more miserable than ever; for be- 
sides that the aversion I had naturally to the king wasmodi 
more difficult to dissemble after marriage than before, ami 
grew into a perfect detestation, my imagination, which ha*! 
thus warmly pursued a crown, grew cool when I was in ihff 
posseflsion of it, and gave me time to reflect what mightj 
matter I had gained by all this bustle; and I often used to 
think myself in the cusp of the foxdninter, « 
has toiled and sweated all day in the chase, ai 
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heard of blessing was to crown his success, finds at laat, 
all he has got by his labor ia a stinking nauscoua aniuml. 
But my condition was yet worse than his ; for he. leaves the 
loathBome wretch to be torn by hie hounds, whilst I was 
obliged to fondle mine, and meanly pretend luin to be tbe 
object of my love. For the whole time 1 was in this envied, 
this exalted state, I led a continual life of hyiwcrlsy, which 
I now know nothing on earth can compensate. I had no 
companion but the man I hated. I dare not disclose my 
sentiments to any person about me; nor did any one pre- 
sume to enter into any freedom of omversation with me; 
but all who spoke to me, talked to tlie queen, and not to me; 
for they would have said just the same things to a Jreflsed- 
up puppet, if the king bad taken a fancy to call it hia wife. 
And as I knew every woman in the court was my enemy, 
from thinking she had much more right than I had to the 
place I filled, I thought myself as unhappy, as if I had beeu 
placed in a wild wood, when there was no human creature 
for me to speak to, in a continual fear of leaving any traces 
of my footsteps, lest I should bo found by some dreadful 
monster, or atung by snakes and adders ; for such are spite- 
ful women to the objects of their envy. In this worst of all 
situations, I was obliged to hide my melancholy and appear 
cheerful. This threw me into an error tho other way, and 
I sometimea fell into a levity in my bebaviour, that was 
afterwards made use of to my disadvantage. I had a bod 
dead-born, which I perceivedabatedsomcthingof theking'a 
ardor; for his temper could not brook the least dieappoint- 
^^ment. This gave mo no Dneasiness ; for, not considering 
^^^^ consequences, I could not help being pleased when 
^^Hiad the least of hia company. Afterwards 1 found btt had 
I^Hut bis eyes on one of my maids of houour ; anil whether it 
" was owing to art of hers, or only to tlie king's violent pas- 
sions, I was in the end used even worse than my former 
Eatress had been by my means. The decay of tho kin^s 
ection waa presently seen by all those court-sycopbauta 
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who continuaUj watch the motioDs of rojal eyes; and U» 
moment they found they covld be heaix] against me they 
turned my moat iunocent actions and word^s, nay, eren my 
very louks, into proofs of the bladcest crimea. The king 
who was impatient to enjoy his new lore, lent a wilting ear 
to nil my ac<;users, who found ways of making him jealous 
that 1 was false to liis hed. Uo would not ao easily have be- 
lieved anything against me before, but he wa« now glad 
to flatter himself that he had fomid a reason to do " ~ 
what he had resolved upon without a reaaon; and on 
alight pretenses, and hearsay evidence, I was aent to 
Tower, where the lady, who was my greatest eoemj, mt 
appointed to wateh me and lie iu the same chamber with 
me. This was really as bad a punishment aa my death; 
for she insulted me with those keen repronehes, and Bpitefal 
witticisms, which threw me into such vapours and violent 
fits that I knew not what I uttered in this condition. She 
pretended, I had confessed talking ridiculous stuff with « 
set of low fellows whom I had hardly ever taken notice of, 
as could have imposed on none but such as were reaolved 
to believe. I was brou^t to my trial, and to blacken me 
the more, accused of conversing criminally with my own 
brother, whom indeed I loved extremely well, but nerer 
looked on him in any other light than as my friend. How- 
ever, I was condemned to be beheaded, or burnt, as the king 
pleased ; and he was graciously pleased, from the great re- 
mains of his love, to choose the mildest sentence. I was 
much lees shocked at this manner of ending my life, than I 
should have been in any other station ; but I had had to 
little enjoyment from the time I had been a queen that 
death was the less dreadful to me. The chief tilings that 
lay on my conscience, were the arts I made use of to induce 
the king to part with the queen, my ill usage of lady Harr, 
and my jilting lord Piercy, Ilowever, I endeavoured to 
calm my mind as well as I eouhl, and hoped theae 
would be forgiven me; for in other reapecta I bai 
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very innocent life^ and always did all the good-natured 
actions I found any opportunity of doing. From the time 
I had it in my power I gave a great deal of money amongst 
the poor, I prayed very devoutly, and went to my execu- 
tion very composedly. Thus I lost my life at the age of 
twenty-nine, in which short time I believe I went through 
more variety of scenes than many people who live to be 
very old. I had lived in a court, where I spent my time 
in coquetry and gaiety: I had experienced what it was to 
have one of those violent passions which makes the mind 
all turbulence and anxiety. I had had a lover whom I es- 
teemed and valued, and, at the latter part of my life, I was 
raised to a station as high as the vainest woman could wish. 
But in all these various changes I never enjoyed any real 
satisfaction, unless in the little time I lived retired in the 
country free from all noise and hurry; and while I was 
conscious I was the object of the love and esteem of a man 
of sense and honour." 

On the conclusion of this history, Minos paused for a 
small time, and then ordered the gate to be thrown open 
for Anna Boleyn's admittance ; on the consideration, that 
whoever had suffered being a queen for four years, and 
been sensible during all that time of the real misery which 
attends that exalted station ought to be forgiven whatever 
she had done to obtain it.* 

• Here ends this carious mairaseript ; the rest beiiur destrqved In rolling up 
pens, tobacco, etc Itls to be hoped heedless people will henceforth be more cav- 
uous what they bum, or use to other Tile purposes : especially when they consider 
the fate which had likely to have befallen the divine Milton ; and that the worki 
of Homer were probably discoTwed in some ohandler^s shop in Oreeoe. 
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